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Making a 
Difference—One 
Family at a Time
Carroway Funeral Home
by Dr. Vi Alexander, Staff Writer
		

		 Joel A. Barker, a respected futurist, 
educator, and author, is known for his “Star 
Thrower” story, which illustrates how one 
person’s actions can make a meaningful dif-
ference. In the story, when told that return-
ing stranded starfish to the sea couldn’t pos-
sibly matter given the miles of beach ahead, 
a young man replied while tossing another 
starfish back, “It makes a difference to that 
one.” The message is clear: each of us has 
the power to create change through commit-
ment, perseverance, and purposeful action. 
In leadership and business, these qualities 
define lasting success. By working diligent-
ly, staying focused, and recognizing the im-
pact of what we do, we not only reach our 
goals but also inspire others to do the same.
Roy Carroway’s story is much like Barker’s “Star Thrower”—both show how 
one person’s actions can make a real difference.
		 Roy Carroway, Jr. is an accomplished funeral service professional and re-
spected community leader whose career reflects a deep commitment to compas-
sion, excellence, and service. He was born in Nacogdoches to Carolyn (Kendrick) 
and Roy Carroway, Sr., but has lived in Hudson his entire life. Roy graduated 
from Coushatta High School and earned both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in education at Stephen F. Austin State University, where he attended on a full 

A Passion for 
Angling 
Stephen F. Austin State 
University Bass Fishing 
Club
by Dr. Vi Alexander, Staff Writer
		

		 The Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA) Bass Club, a three-time         
National Championship team, was founded in 1990. As one of the nation’s pio-
neering collegiate fishing organizations, the club began with only four dedicated 
members united by a shared passion for 
bass fishing. Over the years, it has ex-
panded to include more than thirty mem-
bers and has become a respected force in 
collegiate angling. The popularity of the 
sport has grown exponentially alongside 
the club’s success and influence.
		 The club mission statement is, “The 
Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA) 
Bass Club is dedicated to representing the 
University, our families, and ourselves to 
the best of our ability at all times, both 
on and off the water, while serving oth-
ers with a passion for growing the sport of 
angling.”
		 Membership in the SFA Bass Club is open to all students, regardless of previ-
ous experience. Whether new to the sport or a seasoned angler, students can find 
a community of peers who share their enthusiasm for fishing. Modest member-
ship fees help cover travel and tournament expenses. The club organizes regular 
meetings, mentorship programs, group outings, and hands-on guidance covering 
techniques, equipment, and local fisheries. 

Roy Carroway
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CARROWAY
basketball scholarship. He began his career in education, serving as a teacher and 
administrator for Hudson ISD and Central ISD, and was ordained as a minister in 
1975. 
		 At age 16, Roy entered the funeral service, starting part-time at Gipson         
Funeral Home under the direction of Elwyn Gipson. After graduating high school 
in 1982, he attended the Dallas Institute of Funeral Services, earning his degree in 
1983, while gaining practical experience at Sparkman-Hillcrest Funeral Home in 
Dallas. He accepted a Funeral Director position with Lloyd James Funeral Home 
in Tyler before returning to Gipson Funeral Home, where he served as Senior 
Funeral Director until 1994. He subsequently co-founded Croley Funeral Home 
in Gladewater, TX. In 1998, Roy returned to Lufkin and established Carroway 
Funeral Home as a family-owned business on November 5, 1999. He expanded 
operations to Huntington in February 2000, and further to Corrigan in July 2024. 
		 Roy is actively engaged in professional and civic organizations, includ-
ing memberships in the Lufkin and Gladewater Masonic Lodges, Lufkin Host           
Lions Club, and Angelina County Chamber of Commerce. He serves on the 
board of directors for Hospice in the Pines and has previously held board roles 
with the Boys and Girls Club and Joseph House. Roy has been president of the 
East Texas Funeral Directors Association, recognized as Funeral Director of the 
Year in 2009, and served on the TFDA Services, Inc. board. 
		 Aside from his professional endeavors, Roy is an avid outdoorsman, fre-

quently participating in hunting and fishing, 
and he has won multiple bass tournaments. 
He enjoys cooking and hosting friends and 
family at home and serves as secretary/trea-
surer of his local hunting club. 
	 Today, Carroway Funeral Home stands 
as a leading provider of funeral services in 
Angelina County, supporting several in-
dependent funeral homes throughout the 
region. Roy and his team are dedicated to 
assisting families by creating meaningful, 
personalized funeral experiences. As Roy 	

						           expresses ,  “Our mission is  to  ass is t
families in creating personalized funeral experiences that honor the life of their 
loved ones. At Carroway Funeral Home, we believe that every life deserves to be 
celebrated.  We’re available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please call us at 935 
634-2255.”

Carroway Funeral Home • 2704 S. John Redditt Dr. • Lufkin, TX  75904
935 634-2255

9475 South U.S. 69 • Huntington, TX  75949 
936 876-5555

204 E. Front St.• Corrigan, TX  75939
936 398-4141
Facebook:  Carroway Funeral Home
https://www.carrowayfuneralhome.com

Roy Carroway fishing

Carroway full staff
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BUY HERE-
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2502 NW Stallings Drive
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VENDOR
MARKET

• Shop
 Local

• Support
 Small
 Businesses
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• Boutique Finds
• Candles, Crafts  
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• Eat
 Local

Appleby Sand Mercantile
6530 FM 2609, Nacogdoches, TX

Join us on the following Saturdays:
October 18 • November 15

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Want to be a Vendor?
Call / Text 936-615-3680

Inside $50 — Outside $35
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BASS CLUB
		 Service is an integral part of the organization’s mission. To remain in good 
standing, members are expected to participate in community outreach projects; 
such as, Nacogdoches Kid Fish, trash cleanups with the Texas Adopt-A-Highway 
Program, and assisting with Weigh-In at high school tournaments and at the an-
nual Texas State Bass Tournament at Toledo Bend.
		 The club benefits from its proximity to major fishing destinations; such as, 
Sam Rayburn and Toledo Bend reservoirs—two world-class waters that provide 
members with exceptional fishing environments. One student noted that SFA’s 

access to these premier fisheries 
was a deciding factor in choosing 
the university. Members are en-
couraged to pre-fish tournament 
waters two to three days prior to 
competition, allowing them to ob-
serve seasonal patterns and refine 
bait and technique strategies. 
	    The SFA Bass Club has served 
as a launching pad for numerous 
successful careers in the fish-
ing industry. Among the notable 
alumni is Casey Sobczak, a mar-

keting graduate who helped lead SFA to victory at the inaugural ESPN College 
Smash-Mouth Bass Championship in 2005. That win earned him both national 
recognition and an appearance on ESPN2’s Bass Tech, where he honed his craft 
in lure painting. In 2009, he founded 6th Sense Fishing, a company that began 
as a small start-up and since has grown into an international brand with products 
sold in over 300 retail outlets across the United States, as well as, Spain, Japan, 
and Austria. Other accomplished professionals shaped by the SFA Bass Club in-
clude Todd Castledine, Andrew Upshaw, Jack York, and Wyatt Frankins—each 
of whom has carried forward the club’s legacy of excellence in competitive bass 
fishing.
		 Members of the SFA Bass Club are excited to connect with anyone interested 
in joining. Follow them on social media, including Facebook and Instagram, to 
see the many opportunities, awards and recognitions earned by their dedicated 
anglers. Club member, Sam Taylor, recently placed in the top 15 of the Ma-
jor League Fishing—Bass Fishing League on Sam Rayburn reservoir. He also 
serves as a professional fishing guide on Lake Nacogdoches. The SFA Bass Fish-
ing Club is dedicated to growing the sport through competition and community      
engagement.
Stephen F. Austin State University Bass Fishing Club Officers
Cooper Crowell, president; Brett Middlebrook, vice-president; Sam Taylor,
finance chair; Landon O’Connor, social media chair; Ethan Johnson, sponsor 
chair 
Contact Information
682 249-7511, Sam Taylor; Email:  sfabassclub@gmail.com
Facebook, SFA Bass Club; Instagram, SFA Bass Club

Pictured R-L are Sam Taylor, Cooper Crowell, Colton 
Goolsby, Landon O’Connor, Tucker Evans, Nathan Lusty

Pictured clockwise from 
top left are Landon 
O’Connor, Brett Middle-
brook, Ethan Johnson, 
Cooper Crowell and Sam 
Taylor

The Catfish Junction
1310 Hwy 147 S  •  Broaddus, TX

936.465.3552

Danny & Eve Wall 
invite you!

HOURS
Fri 11:00-9:00
Sat 11:00-9:00
Sun 11:00-4:00
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KERRY VAUGHT AGENCY

We know a thing or two, 
Because we’ve seen a thing or two!

Auto, Home, Life, Commercial, Watercraft, ATV, and more!

Kerry Vaught
2710 North St

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Office: (936) 569-6156

kvaught@farmersagent.com
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	 Every poem has a story; every 
poem also has a deeper meaning. The 
one featured in this article fits both of 
those two criteria. A number of years 
ago I wrote a poem entitled Venture 
Not to my yet unborn son whom I be-
lieved someday I would have. (Venture 
Not will be featured in next month’s 
article.) I wrote this poem well before I 
even had any prospect of a future wife. 
After Mary Beth and I married, sure
enough, we had a son but as he grew older, he showed little if any interest in 
anything I have written. This is where our oldest grandson Daniel steps into the 
picture. Not only did he like the poem, but he also had plans to frame it and hang 
it on a wall of his apartment. Daniel showed the poem to a friend named Alia who 
happened to be a student at The University of Texas at Austin. She disputed Dan-
iel’s claim that his grandfather had written the poem mentioned. I told Daniel that 
I would write a poem to Alia in hopes of alleviating her disbelief that I actually 
wrote poems. What came from that endeavor was the following verse.

  Don’t Mess with Texas
Don’t mess around with Texas -
     And mock the orange and white.
Never make fun of BEVO -
    If you want to avoid a fight.
Each time you have such a thought
    Let it go and let it lie.
Get away and forget it -                                 
    Don’t even go there; don’t even try.           
Avoid the conflict early,
    VERY early is always best.
If you know what is good for you,
    Stand back and let it rest.

	 OK, I have told you the story behind the poem. So now, Dear Readers, 
“What is the deeper meaning?” you may ask. If you will combine the letters 
shown in bold print at the first of each line, in the order they appear in the verse, 
you will see the name of the person featured in this poem. Touché!!

Don’t Mess With Texas
by Jim Garrett

Jim and Mary Beth Garrett

Daniel G. Davis, M.D.
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Serving
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	 The NHS Alumni Association is proud to 
honor Loretta Rice Cammack as our Distin-
guished Alumnus for the Fall of 2025.
	 Loretta Rice Cammack (NHS Class of 
1974) a lifelong resident of Nacogdoches 
attended Raguet Elementary and Thomas J. 
Rusk Jr. High, and attended Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University. She was married to the 
late George Cammack in 1980 and is the 
step-mother to Cheryl Simmons Cammack 
(NHS Class of 1987) and Mike Cammack 
(NHS Class of 1989). Loretta was engaged 
to fellow (NHS Class of 1974) member 
John Dunn who passed away last November. 
Daughter of the late  Harlan Rice (NHS Class 
of 1937) and Leola Rice, her father made Na-
cogdoches his home in the early 1930s as the son of Samuel A. Rice, when his 
father became the pastor of First Assembly of God Church. Her siblings Karen 
Rice Standridge (NHS Class of 1971) and Ronnie Rice (NHS Class of 1980) are 
NHS Alumni as well.  
	 Loretta was active in high school, participating in Student Council, National 
Honor Society,  and choir. Her favorite studies were business and math classes 
and proudly claimed high ranking in UIL typing competitions. Teachers that 
made lasting impressions from those high school years included  English teach-
ers, Mrs. Bettie Griffin and her daughter, Mrs. Patsy Barham. Her early work 
experience began while in high school with Robinson’s Photography Studio, 
followed by secretarial employment with First Baptist Church, where a casual 
conversation with a church member and  local attorney developed into a 21 year 
career as a legal assistant with the firm of McWhorter & Earley, subsequently Bill 
McWhorter & Associates. Following a 5-year employment as a mortgage loan 
officer, Cammack returned to a career in the legal profession. In May 2008, Cam-
mack was appointed to fulfill an unexpired term as the District Clerk for Nacog-
doches County by then District Judges Campbell Cox and Ed Klein. Elected in 
November of that same year, she was re-elected to the office in 2010, 2014, 2018, 
2022, with plans to seek her fifth term in office in the coming year. Named Texas 
District Clerk of the Year for 2024, she has served as regional director, commit-
tee chair and mentor for the County and District Clerk Association of Texas. 
Cammack currently serves on the Texas Office of Court Administration Advisory 
Council, CDCAT State Legislative Committee, and Chair of CDCAT Bylaws 
Committee. The recipient of the Paul Harris Fellow award, she has served as 
member and in leadership roles with Nacogdoches Community Partnership, Na-
cogdoches United Way, Nacogdoches Community Rx, Nacogdoches Republican 
Women and Texas District Court Alliance.

NHSAA Distinguished
Alumni Announced
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Christian Women’s 
Job Corps
	 Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) wishes to recognize donors who gave 
the last week before the Pinetop Pickleball: Java Jacks, House of Traditions, 
Beauty Esthetic, Kinfolks, Gearbox, The Mustard Seed, Monograms on Main, 
Well Body Solutions, Emerald Haus, and Esthetics Studio. Thank you all for your 
generosity.
	 CWJC is especially grateful to Westminister Presbyterian Church for pro-
viding a space for CWJC. We outgrew our house at Lewis St. and needed the 
amenities provided by the two-story annex owned by the Church. Our Board 
President attends West Minister Presbyterian Church, and by that connection we 
got the invitation to look at their facilities. Several of us toured their annex and 
found that it was in good condition, easy to update, and had plenty of room.  
The West Minister team was very excited to see that we wanted the use of the 
facilities, and both Mrs. Thompson, board president and Pastor Kallie Pitcock 
shed tears as they told us that their church had been praying for over a year for 
a ministry to fill that space. We were excited to see how God had answered both 
our prayers.  Of course, CWJC wanted to update the space with fresh paint, thank 
you Sherwin Williams. We also want to thank East Texas Carpet and Flooring 
for the new carpet and installation. And a special thanks to Marco Johnson and 
Timbercreek Church volunteers who jumped in and helped paint and update the 
rooms. Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped move and arrange furniture 
and computers. Westminister Presbyterian has proven to be a generous landlord.    
The ladies in charge of the building and grounds of the church, Vickie and Joan 
offered advice on painting the rooms. The church welcomed our Executive Di-
rector with beautiful flowers and an encouraging note. They are quick to handle 
any maintenance issues. They provided refreshments both at our open house last 
spring as well as the open house held October 23. We are so grateful to be in this 
space and plan to be good tenants as long as we are blessed to be here. Thank you, 
Westminister Presbyterian Church body, and Pastor K. Pitcock.

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Availablekencofun.com  5231 South St. Nacogdoches, TX  
936.569.0785
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Nacogdoches 
Women’s Center 
Offering Mild 
Sedation
	 To make visits more comfortable for patients, Nacogdoches Women’s now 
offers a new option for those who experience anxiety or pain during certain pro-
cedures or exams. Patients can now choose mild sedation using nitrous oxide, 
commonly known as “laughing gas,” for a variety of procedures, including IUD 
insertion, colposcopy, endometrial biopsy or routine pelvic exams.
	 Nitrous oxide is a safe, fast-acting gas that is inhaled through a mask. Its 
calming effect can ease visit anxiety, helping patients relax and manage discom-
fort. The experience is entirely patient-controlled, and the gas begins to take ef-
fect after a few breaths. The patient remains conscious and able to communicate 
with the doctor, and the effects wear off quickly. There is no lengthy recovery 
period and no need for a driver.
	 “For many women, these necessary exams and procedures can be challeng-
ing,” Mallory Maisel, RN, FNP-C said. “In some cases, women may avoid visit-
ing their gynecologist because they feel uneasy or uncomfortable. Nitrous oxide 
is a safe, simple way to ease that anxiety and give the patient peace of mind. 
Many are already familiar with it, either from childbirth or from their dentist. We 
want our patients to be comfortable, and we’re excited to offer them this option.”
	 Nitrous oxide has been safely used in medical settings for years, and most 
patients experience a pleasant, calming sensation. Some may feel slightly diz-
zy or light-headed for a short period, but those sensations subside quickly once 
the procedure is over. Nitrous oxide may not be suitable for everyone. Patients 
should discuss their medical history, including any medications they are taking, 
with their provider.
	 To learn more about how nitrous oxide can make exams and procedures more 
comfortable, please contact Nacogdoches Women’s Center at 936-560-2666 to 
learn more and to schedule an appointment. Nacogdoches Women’s Center is 
located at 4710 N.E. Stallings Dr. in Nacogdoches. 

936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

The end of the year is The end of the year is 
approaching Fast. approaching Fast. 

Use your benefits Use your benefits 
before they run out!before they run out!

Casa
Morales

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
“Best in Mexican Dinners From Juanita’s Kitchen”

936-634-6811
1001 S. FIRST ST. • LUFKIN, TEXAS

CasaMorales1.com

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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Suburban Self Storage

FOR LEASE 
2424 North Pecan Street

Nice Office Suites
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE

936-564-1818  •  3227 North Street
http://www.alamonac.com  e-mail: alamonac@yahoo.com

“You Dream – We Deliver”
RESIDENTIAL  •  FARMS  •  LAND  •  COMMERCIAL

David Yates
Broker/Owner

936-554-2194

Sandy Krieg
Broker/Owner

936-552-6227

Barbara Gandy
Realtor®

936-569-3251

Diane McLain
Realtor®

936-462-3904

Melissa Griner
Realtor®

936-553-1686

Noemi Cordero-Garcia
Realtor®

936-715-7452
“Hablo Español”
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Blueberry Golf 
Bash Winners
	 Thank you to all who participated in the Nacogdoches County Chamber’s 
28th Annual Blueberry Golf Bash, and congratulations to the winning teams! It 
was the perfect day of golf and socializing with the community’s business leaders 
for members of the 38 teams. 
	 Following are the tournament and contest winners:
Gross
	 Three-way tie for 1st place: Etech, Dream Vacations, and East Texas Slab  
Masters.

Net
1st place: Texas Bank.
2nd place: SFA Nelson Rusche College of Business Arnold Center for En-
trepreneurship.

Contests
	 •	 Longest Drive Women and Closest to the Pin Women winner Avree 
Fields, Etech;
	 •	 Longest Drive Men and Closest to the Pin Men winner Marc French, 
Lumberjack National.

McWilliams Ball Drop winner was Wayne Johnson, for the second year in a 
row. Now that is lucky!

	 Golf Bash Chair, Ralph Ervin, sends a big thank you to the volunteers, the 
sponsors, and the staff at Lumberjack National for making this year’s tournament 
a big success. 
	 All involved in the tournament as well as all chamber members were invited 
to a Thursday Social on Oct. 9. The after-five mixer sponsored by Dream Vaca-
tions included a putting contest, and congratulations to putting contest winner 
Michael Saldana who played on the Puffer General Dentistry team.
	 Find more team scores and event photos by volunteer Tracy Pinkston on The 
Chamber’s facebook page. 

Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

First place winners in 
three-way tie are clock-
wise from to-left: Etech, 
East Texas Slab Masters 
and Dream Vacations. 
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Millard’s Crossing 
News and Calendar
Greetings,

		 November is expected to bring cooler temperatures, which may allow for ac-
tivities such as using blankets, wearing warm clothing, having campfires (when 
permitted), and spending time with family and friends. With Thanksgiving ap-
proaching, individuals often reflect on 
what they are thankful for and remember 
those who are no longer present. This pe-
riod is noted for increased kindness and 
family togetherness, as well as traditional 
foods such as turkey, dressing, pies, and 
sandwiches from leftovers.
		 Acknowledgement is extended to 
the sponsors of the Halloween event: 
CBTX, Tipton Ford, Brookshire Bros, 
Motorhomes of Texas, and others. Ap-
preciation is also given to volunteers for 
their support at events and field trips, and 
to staff for their work and commitment to 
MC.
		 Upcoming events include:

• 	 November 8, 2025: Craft sale

• 	 December 13, 2025: Old-Fashioned Christmas event

		 The community is invited to attend these family-friendly events. The current 
hours of operation are Monday through Thursday, 9am–2pm, and Friday and 
Saturday, 9am–4pm. Those interested in being a sponsor, vendor, volunteer, or 
donor may contact 936-564-6631.
		 Visitors are welcome to stop by for coffee and conversation. Millard’s Cross-
ing extends wishes for a pleasant Thanksgiving to all.

Best Regards,
Grace Handler-Welch 
Executive Director

The Mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is to portray the spirit and 
ingenuity of pioneer settlements in East Texas and to connect present generations 
to those of the past.
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Shelby County 
Outreach Ministries,
Inc. to Host Merry
Christmas, Elvis Style
With Kraig Parker
by Terri Lacher, Staff Writer
talacher@sbcglobal.net

	 “May your Christmas be merry and bright,” with a night of singing, food, 
silent auctions, and more! Join us on Saturday, December 20, 2025, at 7:00 pm 
to see Mr. Kraig Parker as he performs Christmas and Gospel hits from Elvis 
Presley. 
	 Tickets are going fast! You won’t want to miss Kraig Parker’s international 
award-winning tribute to Elvis. Proceeds will benefit the Shelby County Out-
reach Ministries, Inc. This is a great opportunity to enjoy singing along with 
those wonderful Elvis songs and performances by one of the best tribute artists 
ever.
	 The VIP entry begins at 4:30 pm, followed by the Meet and Greet with Kraig 
Parker from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. General Admission entry and reserved seating 
opens at 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, with Showtime promptly at 7:00 pm.
	 For over 25 years Parker has toured the world with his authentic and pas-
sionate salute to the King of Rock and Roll. Experience the look, persona, and 
powerful voice that has left eager fans “all shook up” and screaming for more. He 
has headlined at major arenas, performing arts, casinos, cruise ships, and with top 
symphony orchestras. “I grew up singing and playing guitar,” claims Parker. “I 
always wanted to be a rock star, but I never imagined I would be blessed with a 
career portraying music’s greatest icon.” Kraig Parker is also personally managed 
by Charles Stone, Elvis Presley’s former tour producer from 1970-1977. From 
Las Vegas to London, discover why even critics claim, “this is as close as it gets!” 
ELVIS HAS NOT LEFT THE BUILDING!
	 This special Christmas benefit has been brought back by the overwhelming 
response to last year’s program at the Civic Center, sponsored by the Shelby 
County Outreach Ministries, Inc., which has been serving the community since 
1991.
	 Shelby County Outreach Ministries programs reach those in need in Shel-
by County through various ministries, including Meals on Wheels, the Shelby 
County Senior Nutrition Center, and more recently, the Unique Boutique, a local 
thrift shop with gently used items at affordable prices. In addition, they provided 
3,559 emergency food boxes, distributed to feed approximately 7,247 people. 
Proceeds from ticket sales and individual and business sponsorships will help 
offset the cost of the various ministries and growing needs of Shelby County. 
	 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink,” Matthew 25:35-37.
	 For ticket information/or ticket purchase for the Merry Christmas Elvis Style 
with Kraig Parker, you may go online at  https://merrychristmaselvisstyle.event-
brite.com or if you need assistance, you may contact Shelby County Outreach 
Ministries, Inc. at (936)598-4990.
	 If you wish to be a sponsor or help in any way in Shelby County Out-
reach Ministries, Inc., they are located at 906 Shelbyville Street, Center, Texas 
75935. You may also reach them at (936)598-4990 or you may visit their Face-
book page for current events.
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NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available

Martin Kennel &Grooming

WE NOW OFFERWE NOW OFFER - -
At Home Pet Care for At Home Pet Care for 
Big or Small AnimalsBig or Small Animals

512 CR 217 • Nacogdoches, TX • 936-560-3643
148 County Rd. 3734 • Center, TX • 936-244-1930  

Call us today for 
information about these 
new services! And how 

we can help you and 
your furry friend. 

www.martinkennel.com        stay@martinkennel.com

Along the Sabine
River
by Marcella S Meeks

	 Marcella has been writing since 1988 and has articles and stories featured in 
several publications across the country. She writes regular Christian children’s 
stories for OUR LITTLE FRIEND, PRIMARY TREASURE and GUIDE MAGA-
ZINES (Pacific Press). 
	 Marcella graduated from WRITER’S DIGEST SCHOOL of Nonfiction Writ-
ing; and ICS School of Short Story/Journalism, as well as The Institute of Chil-
dren’s Literature: Writing for Children and Teens. 
	 In addition to writing, her next greatest passion is traveling around the coun-
try with her children and grandchildren. If you love to travel or just want to take 
a family vacation, check out her travel website athttp://familytravelhostusa.com/

	 Greetings, Friends and Neighbors.
    	 Living close to the Sabine River on the Louisiana side is not much different 
than the Texas side except the fact the river separates the two states. At some 
point and time, I have lived on the Texas side and reside now on the Louisiana 
side, giving me the opportunity to know people from both sides!
    	 Since we live about fifty miles from Nacogdoches and about fifty miles from 
Shreveport, we can go either direction if we need to run into town. The good 
news is, I have family in Nacogdoches and that gives me ample reason to go that 
way. 
    	 Living in a small community like Logansport or Joaquin, we have to drive a 
few miles to get some of the things we might need. Since it’s basically the same 
distance either way, we can go to Nacogdoches or to Shreveport if we want to go 
shopping.
    	 I enjoy living out in the country, but there is not a whole lot that goes on 
around here on a daily basis. 
    	 In May, we have our annual River City Fest here on the riverfront (LA side). 
They always have a carnival and food booths and live entertainment.
    	 In July, over in Center there is the Watermelon Festival – I’ve only been to 
it a few times in years gone by but that is the month we go on vacation so we’re 
rarely home. The grandkids enjoy the carnival rides though. Not me! I enjoy the 
funnel cakes and cotton candy when I do get the chance to be there. 
    	 In October, the East Texas Poultry Festival comes to Center, TX on the square 
for 3 days of fun, food & festivities. There are carnival rides, food and a lot more. 
     As a young girl, I grew up in the Tenaha area. I remember when I was in eighth 
grade – my friends and I would walk to town from school everyday during lunch 
break. My brother Eddie worked at the old Rite Care Hatchery right out of town 
on US Hwy 59 between Tenaha and Timpson. He’d meet me at the old Wall 
Drug Store on the square and buy me a hamburger and shake for lunch.
     I’m not sure if the Tenaha High school allows the students off the campus 
anymore but it worked for me! Times have changed drastically since the 1970s.
     My parents, Fred and Effie Stone, managed the Hilltop Chicken Farm (owned 
by Rite Care) on Highway 59 between Tenaha and Carthage back in those days. 
That particular farm and the hatchery is no longer there now. I think everything 
is owned by Tyson now.
     There was a girl (my best friend) named Sandra Prevost (her parents also 
worked for Rite Care) that lived close to us. She was in the 9th grade and I was 
in the 8th at Tenaha High School in 1974.
     We lost contact when I ended up moving to Houston that year and I never saw 
or heard from her again. I have thought of her often and have asked friends about 
her but no one seems to know whatever happened to her or where she might have 
relocated to. That was about fifty years ago so there’s no telling where she went 
or if she is still alive. I came back to Tenaha several times several years after 
moving to Houston but I never found out where she moved to.
     If anyone knows the whereabouts of her, please let me know. I found one 
Sandra Prevost on social media but apparently it wasn’t her. When we were in 
school, she had short blond hair and was tall and skinny. She would be about 65 
or 66 now. You can email me at  HYPERLINK “mailto:marcies1960@aol.com” 
marcies1960@aol.com.
     That wraps it up for this month. I’ll write again soon…

MELANIE BAXTER BLACK
Independent Insurance Broker

SERVING ALL OF EAST TEXAS!
www.ahelpinghandins.com
mbrichmond1967@gmail.com

Office: (903) 280-7705
Cell: (936) 552-9047
Fax: (855) 777-0038

A Helping Hand Insurance Services
• Medicare Supplements • Final Expense Plans
• Medicare Advantage • Cancer/Hospital
 Plans  Indemnity Plans
• Prescription Drug Plans • Vision/Dental Plans

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos
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	Buc-ees Origin
by Taylor Millard

		 For the traveling Texan, and now other states, Buc-ees is a required stop. It 
is not just a gas station and convenience store; it has become a tourist destination 
with an international cult following. The stories about this phenomenon begin the 
same, “Everything is bigger in Texas and Buc-ees is definitely BIG.”
		 It is an American success story 
of taking a common business and 
doing it bigger and better than any-
one else. What did they do different 
and who is “they”? “They” are Arch 
“Beaver” Alpin III and his behind 
the scenes partner, Don Wasek. It all 
started in Clute, Texas with a single 
convenience store or C-store. Noth-
ing that special at all. A handful of 
gas pumps and the usual drinks and 
snacks. This is not a business for the 
lazy. It is indeed the opposite of “pas-
sive” income. 
		 I have a friend that had a small
C-store in the early 80s that he de-
scribed as a prison, “You are locked
in every day and surrounded by thieves,
customers and employees.” That is
when Buc-ees began in 1982 with the
same footprint and business model as
everyone else, but Alpin had a dream.
In 2003 the first of what we think of as Buc-ees was built in Luling, Texas. 
		 It had very clean bathrooms, no large trucks, custom snacks, freshly baked 
pastries, a wall of jerky, and barbecue sandwiches. It was bold and a very big 
risk, but it is my belief, Alpin had proof it would work from another place called 
Prasek’s in Hillje, Texas. Prasek’s sat on Highway 59 south of Houston 50 miles 
and about 50 miles north of Victoria.
		 If you were traveling to hunt or fish in South Texas, a stop at Prasek’s was 
always a good idea. Long before the Buc-ees empire existed, I was pulling into 
get some fresh baked sweets, barbecue and jerky in Hillje. My old friend Jimmy 
Tipton and I loved to stop on our way to quail hunt in Falfurrias. My last trip 
with my father to a Zapata, Texas dove hunt, we pulled over for a kolache and a 
barbecue lunch. A few weeks ago it was to pick up some cookies for the Victoria 
County judge’s office while working on my Alamo Letter Society project.
		 Prasek’s has grown over the fifty plus years themselves. The store is bigger 
and nicer and they have custom meat products in HEB stores. Hard work and 
dedication by the same family for generations is a grand testament to us all. In a 
world that is rapidly changing with AI as our predicted future, it is nice to see old 
fashioned good food and service win.
		 Now maybe as you see the iconic beaver billboards to guide you to one of 
their 54 locations and growing, you will think of where I believe they got the 
idea. Not saying I’m right, but it is a good theory.

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh gener-
ation Texan and lives on the same family 
land dating back to the eighteen-thirties. 
He and his wife attend Old North Baptist 
Church that his great-great-grandmother 
assisted in founding in 1838.
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Nac County 
Exposition 
and Civic 
Center 
Calendar
UPCOMING IN NOVEMBER 2025…   
For more information, visit nacexpo.net.

	 Get ready for a busy and exciting November at the Expo Center! From 
livestock shows and holiday markets to community events and family fun, there’s 
something happening every weekend. Mark your calendars and come be part of 
the action — there’s always something to see and do at the Expo!

Arena Riders Welcome at the Expo-The Nacogdoches Expo remains open for 
arena riders Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for just $10 per 
horse. Riders are encouraged to call (936) 564-0849 for availability before arriving.

Nacogdoches Hero Foundation
November 5th-6th
	 The Nacogdoches Hero Foundation proudly honors and supports the brave 
men and women who serve our community and country. Dedicated to recogniz-
ing local heroes — including veterans, first responders, and their families — 
the foundation provides resources, hosts community events, and promotes unity 
through service. Together, we celebrate courage, sacrifice, and the true spirit of 
Nacogdoches.

Holiday in the Pines
November 17th-22nd
	 Get ready to kick off the holiday season in style at Holiday in the Pines! 
Hosted by the Nacogdoches Junior Forum, this three-day shopping extravaganza 
fills the Expo Center with festive cheer, unique gifts, and holiday magic. From 
the lively “One HIP Night” kickoff party to aisles of one-of-a-kind treasures, it’s 
the perfect way to shop, celebrate, and support local causes — all while soaking 
up that merry Nacogdoches spirit!

Pineywoods Youth Rodeo
November 21st-23rd
Saddle up for the Pineywoods Youth Rodeo! Young cowboys and cowgirls from 
across East Texas show off their skills in barrel racing, roping, and rough stock 
events. It’s fast-paced, family-friendly fun where the next generation of rodeo 
stars rides for glory — don’t miss the action!

Jaycees Turkey Smoke
November 21st
The Jaycees Turkey Smoke is a beloved Nacogdoches tradition where the Jay-
cees fire up the pits to smoke delicious turkeys just in time for Thanksgiving. 
Locals line up each year to grab a perfectly smoked bird while supporting com-
munity projects — it’s hometown flavor with a purpose! Contact the Jaycee’s to 
get your order in !!

G&S Gun Sshow
November 28th-30th
Lock, load, and look around at the Nacogdoches Gun Show! Explore rows of 
vendors featuring firearms, ammo, knives, and outdoor gear — all under one 
roof at the Expo Center. Whether you’re a collector, hunter, or just curious, it’s a 
weekend packed with deals, trades, and Texas-sized fun!

PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

2709 Westward Dr  • Nacogdoches, Tx 75964 
936-462-8880

Home of the 14 oz. 
Cowboy Sirloin, Burgers, BBQ and more!
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Share 
the Road 
Safely 
in Texas 
Energy Zones
Nearly 25% of statewide
traffic deaths are in oil 
and gas regions
	 The Texas energy industry fuels jobs, economic growth and opportunity 
across the state, but the added truck traffic can bring unique challenges to drivers.
	 To help keep everyone safe in energy producing areas, the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) is encouraging all motorists to be extra vigilant and 
always drive like a Texan: kind, courteous and safe.
	 Oil and gas production activity means large trucks and heavy machinery 
share the road with local traffic on rural roads and highways. Increased truck 
traffic can mean limited visibility for drivers and wear and tear on road surfaces, 
potentially creating hazards that are difficult to navigate and maneuver around.
	 While our oil and gas sectors may have been built with the grit and adven-
turous spirit of roughnecks and wildcatters, when it comes to driving in energy-
producing areas, motorists should be more cautious than bold.

Crash statistics
• 	In 2024, 78,980 traffic crashes occurred in Texas’ five main energy regions—

the Permian Basin, Eagle Ford Shale, Barnett Shale, Anadarko Basin and the 
Haynesville/Bossier Shale.

• Combined, these regions saw a slight decline in crashes compared to the pre-
vious year and traffic fatalities were down 5%.

• Yet 1,023 people were killed in roadway crashes, accounting for one in four 
of the state’s total traffic fatalities in 2024.

• Failure to control speed and driver inattention were the top two factors con-
tributing to crashes in these regions.

Safety tips
	 To help keep yourself and other Texans safe when driving in oil and gas ar-
eas, TxDOT offers these important reminders:

•	 Drive a safe speed. Follow posted speed limits and adjust your driving to 
match road conditions.

•	 Stay alert and focus 100% on driving. That means putting your phone away: 
no talking or texting when behind the wheel.

•	 Give large trucks plenty of space. Be patient and pass trucks only when it’s 
safe and legal to do so.

•	 Maintain a safe following distance. Tailgating is a common factor contribut-
ing to traffic crashes.

•	 Avoid trucks’ blind spots. If you can’t see the truck driver in the truck’s side 
mirror, the driver can’t see you or your vehicle.

•	 Always get a sober ride. Even one drink of alcohol is enough to impair your 
judgment.

•	 Obey all stop signs and traffic signals. They’re not suggestions!
•	 Always buckle up. That includes drivers and passengers, day and night, ev-

ery ride.

	 To get this message out and encourage cautious driving, TxDOT’s Be Safe. 
Drive Smart. campaign will showcase an interactive traffic safety exhibit at high 
school football games in the Permian Basin, Barnett Shale and Eagle Ford Shale. 
The mobile exhibit will feature quizzes, games and video displays that remind 
motorists to slow down and stay focused when driving in energy regions.
	 The Be Safe. Drive Smart. campaign is an important part of TxDOT’s Drive 
like a Texan: Kind. Courteous. Safe. initiative. Drive like a Texan is about em-
bracing the pride, camaraderie and responsibility of being a Texan on the road. 
By making thoughtful choices, we can all help keep each other safe. Learn more 
at DriveLikeATexan.com.
	 Contact Media Relations at MediaRelations@txdot.gov or (512) 463-8700.
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Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

To Pray or Not to Pray
by Robert McCandless

	 They sat, two rows, directly behind us and appeared at the last minute for ev-
ery show, giving everyone a view of the “unholy” entourage as it moved, feebly, 
along the aisle and up the eight or so steps to their season ticket position in the 
theater. Her presence initiated an emotional response in me as I considered who 
she was and what she had done effecting my life.
	 Grasping a cane for support, Madeline Murray O’Hair could hardly walk, as 
her son Jon and granddaughter Robin assisted her to her seat. There seemed to be 
something a little “off” with them all.
	 My memory went back to how a couple of teachers had treated me because of 
my faith. In auditorium class, the grade school attempt at teaching government, I 
was not allowed to participate nor was I included in the holiday celebrations with 
the other kids. In order to prevent me from having to take part, I was given a seat, 
in the back of class, away from everyone else. Failing to realize the act was an 
overreaction by some intolerant teacher, or that they were just protecting me from 
violating my beliefs, I blamed it on Christianity and began to gather resentments 
I would carry for a long time.
	 Although the Supreme Court agreed with her, the Dallas schools, where I 
attended, continued with morning prayer, over the PA system, until after I left in 
1966. 
	 There were times, during intermissions, that I wanted to turn around and 
thank her for what she had done to that group who had wronged me but I had 
recently become a Christian and some odd feeling made me hesitate. I never ap-
proached her. For, with time, I had begun to realize that, maybe, what she did was 
not a favor.
	 It may have just been the progress of societal evolution or it could have been 
the moral guidance which prayer brought to the classroom, but the deterioration 
of our society seems to have exponentially increased since her request and the 
court’s decision. As a child, I felt hurt by my exclusion and carried that into adult-
hood for many years, fueled by emotion, ignorance and anger, that served me to 
no advantage in life, as I rebelled against God and “The Establishment.”
	 I watched as they came and sat, and as they took intermission in the lobby, 
not interacting with others. Knowing there were many in the crowd who were 
agnostics and atheists, I expected her to have, at least, a little following of people 
who greeted and spoke with one of the most influential people of the 20th cen-
tury. Could it be that most questioned the actual results of her cause and actions, 
or was it watching their social skills and demeanor that seemed to prevent people 
from approaching them? And then maybe it was just what I perceived…but it 
seemed something was not quite right about them.
	 After watching a public service TV show with her son, Jon Garth, explaining 
why there was no God, I realized he wasn’t the sharpest knife in the drawer. And 
after seeing Madeline’s entourage, on a regular basis, I failed to understand how 
such a pathetic group had swayed the courts of our country to give in to them.
	 As I grew in the love of Christ and began to see how His Grace and Mercy 
had brought me through the years in safety, it became more and more evident that 
Madeline had been wrong. Without prayer in schools, our public institutions have 
become a battle zone instead of learning centers. The real disappointment lies in 
that her persistence, loud voice and threats gave her victory in the courts, with no 
research or thought to what the results would be. She was just loud in getting her 
way as the old adage “The Squeaky Wheel Gets the Grease” plays out, too often, 
in our courts and society today.
	 With no moral compass, our country has become “inclusive” to a point that 
irrational behavior is acceptable. Absurd and even criminal behavior is to be, not 
only tolerated, but celebrated. Our search for God has ended and the results are 
plain and simple, as people want to be anything but what God made them to be. A 
culture of destruction had raised it’s head in a country that has always been dedi-
cated to making the world a better place for ourselves and the rest of the world.
	 It did not surprise me when, after a couple of no-shows, public news all over 
the country announced their disappearance, as the O’Hair family, was accused of 
fleecing their nonprofit. The news of the entourage’s deaths that came a few days 
after failing to show up at the plays, should be a reminder of how a loud voice 
may not be the best one to follow or give in to.

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Welcome Veterans
Equal Housing Opportunities

Positively impacting the 
quality of life for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com
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“I am grateful for what I am and have. My thanks-
giving is perpetual.”    — HENRY DAVID THOREAU

GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
DANGEROUS

TAKE DOWNS
DEAD TREE

REMOVAL
COMPLETE 
CLEAN-UP

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates
Tree Removal
Trimming
Storm Damage
Tree Topping
Lot Clearing
Bush Hogging
Stump Grinding

Owner:
Emmanuel Jasso

Phone: (936) 225-2630
or (936) 707-9661

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com
www.eandatree service.com
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4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 105 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE

 	 The African American Heritage Project and Nacogdoches Historic Sites in-
vite the community to join in celebration at the Zion Hill Gospel Festival, taking 
place Sunday, November 9, at 3:00 p.m. at the historic Zion Hill Baptist Church, 
located at 324 South Lanana Street.
	 Sponsored by Commercial Bank of Texas, the Gospel Festival will feature an 
afternoon of uplifting performances by choirs from Iron Wheel Baptist Church, 
Austin Heights Baptist Church, and Zion Hill First Baptist Church. The program 
will also include the Men of Praise Quartet and will be emceed by Evangelist 
Alva Taylor, a beloved voice throughout East Texas.
	 “This event will be a wonderful afternoon of songs and praise and thanks 
for all our many blessings. We welcome the community to join us in celebra-
tion and joyful anticipation of the upcoming holiday season,” said Paul Jackson, 
President of the African American Heritage Project. “Thanks in advance for your 
support—we appreciate you and look forward to blessing and uplifting you in 
praise and worship.”
	 The Gospel Festival is free and open to the public. Donations received will 
support the African Ameri-
can Heritage Project and 
its efforts toward the Clay 
House restoration. The 
event aligns with Nacogdo-
ches Historic Sites’ mission 
to preserve and interpret the 
history of Zion Hill, ensur-
ing that this landmark con-
tinues to serve as a place of 
community gathering, heri-
tage, and inspiration.
	 No preregistration is 
necessary—everyone is wel-
come to come and enjoy the
Gospel Festival. Parking information is available on the Historic Sites website, 
and a golf cart shuttle will be running throughout the event to assist guests travel-
ing to and from the church.
	 For more information about the Zion Hill Gospel Festival or other programs 
hosted by Nacogdoches Historic Sites, visit www.nactx.us/historicsites or follow 
the African American Heritage Project and Nacogdoches Historic Sites on
Facebook.

Gospel Festival
at Zion Hill 
Baptist Church 
Historic Site

Historic photo of Zion Hill Baptist Church and 
congregation

Clay House

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758
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936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Medicare Insurance 
gotten too 
expensive?

Let’s Talk!
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S  O  S
SERVING OUR SAVIOR
by Patti Goodrum
Executive Director, Love in the Name of Christ Nacogdoches

                           Community Partners
 
	 Just when we feel weary and convinced we’ve ex-
hausted every solution, Jesus gently whispers, “Watch 
this.” And in an instant, what once felt impossible is 
resolved. The burdens lift, the answers unfold, and 
what we call problems, quietly fade away.
	 This happens so often lately, when new issues 
arise, we take a breath and continue doing all we can 
and then we wait. Living while knowing Jesus truly is
in control and believing it every day takes practice!
	 Our community’s nonprofits and organizations are deeply committed to 
working together to support neighbors striving to build a better quality of life. 
Recently, several organizations pulled together to serve a family who had a dif-
ficult situation. A family member intervened and rescued another family member 
from an abusive situation. The family member in trouble reached out to the Fam-
ily Crisis Center and after they were safe, they decided to stay with the family 
members who had intervened. They will continue to seek counseling and other 
services with the Family Crisis Center. The urgent need today was food and 
clothes, hygiene, and toiletries. So, the Family Crisis Center suggested they see 
Love INC. We were happy to see them and realized the food pantries had closed. 
We sent a private message to Hope food pantry, and Harvest House and they both 
agreed to make an emergency food box for them. While we were waiting to hear 
back from the pantries, we sent a message to Fredonia Hill Baptist Church Open 
Door program, and they offered as well to help them with some emergency food. 
We sent them on their way with a clothes voucher to the Hospice Store, toiletries 
and hygiene products and a bag of snacks and directions to our community part-
ners. In just 30 minutes or less, 6 community partners collectively communicated 
together to support and solve this family’s scary and difficult situation. Now this 
family has 6 different resources they can access. Communication between our 
community partners is essential.
	 Soon after, during First Baptist Church Nacogdoches’s annual Service Day, 
Love INC was honored with a special blessing as one of the many projects their 
members carried out across Nacogdoches County. About 20-25 people gave our 
old storage units a face lift! The paint was ready, and the supplies were there and 
after an unexpected and generous gift we were ready! One of the dilemmas was 
pressure washing the units and letting them dry before the crew painted on the 
big day. For several weeks, we tried to find volunteers and pressure washers and 
the time to commit to doing it. On that Wednesday afternoon and out of despera-
tion, we sent out a post on Facebook a plea for help. I had already rented pressure 
washers and our warehouse guys along with some of the office staff were ready to 
put all other work-related issues on hold for Thursday and Friday. We were ready 
to do it ourselves. No one had a problem with the chore, however, case work and 
other important issues involving families would have to wait. We were all a bit 
nervous.
	 One of our volunteers who was serving in the Laundry happened to see the 
post, called the office, and said she knew of someone. In about 5 minutes, Mr. 
Drew Middlebrook called. He owns and operates Purple Haze ProWash. He of-
fered to pressure wash with his equipment the next day. A huge shout out to Mr. 
Drew Middlebrook!!		
	 Jesus is the Goal.

Patti Goodrum, Executive 
Director Love INC 
Nacogdoches

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

Functional and Fun

Golf Cars

5231 South St.  Nacogdoches
936.564.7178 • 936.564.0009

Sales • Service
• Accessories & Customizing

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

BreakfastServed All Day!
(936) 569-2422  |  4817 NW Stallings Dr  |  Nacogdoches

RESTAURANT FAMILY 
RECIPES
“A pinch of this, 
A pinch of that”

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS
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Patty Miller 

936.569.7794
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

1330 N. University Drive Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Monday - Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

What’s Hot 
With Anita 
Scott at the
Angelina 
County 
Exposition 
Center

Anita Scott

The Angelina Expo is now open to Arena Riders 9AM-3PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-637-3976 for availability. Must sign a liability waiver & 
provide Coggin’s Testing.  

UPCOMING IN NOVEMBER 2025…   

November 1, 2025 – November 2, 2025 - REGION V HIGH SCHOOL 
RODEO 
	 Free Admission and Free Parking. 
	 Saturday: Starting at 10:00 am, Sunday: Starting at 9:00 am. Events includes 
bareback, Saddle Bronc, Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Pole Bending, Team Roping, 
Breakaway Calf Roping, Steer Wrestling and Goat Tying. 
	 Concessions available. Concessions profit will benefit the Angelina Senior 
Center/Meals on Wheels program.
	 For more information visit: https://www.thsra5.com/ 

November 8, 2025 – SOUTHEASTERN RODEO PRODUCTIONS
	 Admission - $27.00;  Free Parking. 
	 Gates open at 6:00 pm. Show starts at 7:30 pm. 
	 Tickets can be purchased at 2025 SERA NATIONAL RODEO FINALS or at 
the box office on the night of the event. 
	 Bronc Riding, Steer Wrestling, Calf Roping, Ladies Barrel Racing and Bull 
Riding. 
	 Concessions available. Concessions profit will benefit the Angelina Senior 
Center/Meals on Wheels program.
	 For more information visit: www.serodeo.com  334-538-7855

November 15, 2025 – November 16, 2025 - REGION V JUNIOR HIGH 
RODEO 
	 Free Admission and Free Parking. 
	 Saturday: Starting at 12:00 pm, Sunday: Starting at 10:00 am. Events includes 
bareback, Saddle Bronc, Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Pole Bending, Team Roping, 
Breakaway Calf Roping, Steer Wrestling and Goat Tying. 
	 Concessions available. Concessions profit will benefit the Angelina Senior 
Center/Meals on Wheels program.
	 For more information visit: https://www.thsra5.com/ 

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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	 We are proud to be co-sponsor for the new music festival NacoPalozza 
Music Fest and Pub Crawl coming to downtown on Saturday, November 15, 
5-11pm. Tickets are available here:  https://givebutter.com/kUb8rd.
	 An innovative date-night activity is coming this November to the NAC      
Annex - it’s the ART CAFE: Where Creativity Meets Community! Just like a 
cafe... but with art supplies! Beginning November 9 and continuing Thursdays 
5-7 PM & Sundays 2-4 PM. Imagine walking into your favorite cafe, but instead 
of just ordering coffee, you’re served premium art supplies and endless creative 
possibilities without the cleanup!  Choose your medium and then make a reser-
vation online. One of our talented community artists will be there to offer gentle 
guidance along the way. Book your spot today and come make art!
	 Once again we are hosting the Winter Workshop and Holiday Vendor Fair 
around the square downtown Nac 
from 10-2 before the Christmas 
Parade on December 6. We already 
have 40 vendors signed up and are 
still accepting vendor applications 
until we run out of space! Kids’ ac-
tivities, food trucks! Make plans to 
attend!
	 BLOOM: Flower and the 
Human Spirit, paintings by Jim 
Leysath and ceramics by Maggie 
Leysath continues Saturdays 11-4 
through November 29, or by ap-
pointment. You don’t want to miss 
this wonderful artistic collabora-
tion at the Falling Star Gallery. Closing reception Saturday, November 29 1-4pm.
	 Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative is located inside Williamsburg Plaza, 320 
North Street. Falling Star Gallery @ NAC is in Suite 306 and is open Saturdays 
from 11-4 or by appointment by texting 917-209-1050. We are also an easy walk 
from downtown at 415 N. Fredonia Street, one block north of the Fredonia Hotel.  
The NAC Annex is at 141 Walker Avenue behind the Fredonia Brewery.  

NOVEMBER ARTIST SPOTLIGHT!
	 Meet Jim Leysath!
	 Jim Leysath (pronounced “Lye-sick”) is 
a gifted painter whose talent was undiscov-
ered until he was 60 years old. Jim is a spe-
cial needs person whose work you may have 
seen online on Facebook and Instagram as 
“Jimbo’s Best Life.” He is currently featured, 
with his sister-in-law and fellow artist Mag-
gie Leysath (profiled in this column in Octo-
ber 2025), in Bloom: Flower & the Human 
Spirit, running every Saturday at Falling Star 
Gallery through November 29.
	 Before the pandemic, Jim was living in a 
group home in Beaumont, occasionally visit-
ing Maggie and his brother Charlie in Nacog-
doches. In 2020, Jim decided he wanted to
live here and his family accommodated him. Maggie is a ceramicist with a home 
studio and when Jim moved in, she was also teaching arts education at SFA. “His 
arrival dovetailed with my art classes,” she said. Maggie took her brother-in-law 

under her wing and showed him how to paint. “We are 
a team,” Jim said, fist-bumping Maggie’s hand. Under 
her guidance, Jim’s long-hidden talent for painting has 
blossomed.
        Jim’s first works were of Caddo pow-wows. Shaun 
Roberts, who teaches painting at SFA, offered to cri-
tique Jim’s work and encouraged him. A trip to the Art 
Institute of Chicago inspired Jim to paint cityscapes and 
the Institute’s Van Gogh collection inspired his flower 
paintings. Current favorites include sunflowers, mari-
golds and echinacea. But Jim loves all flowers. Charlie 
says when the Azalea Garden and the campus are in 
bloom, “we have to stop and take pictures!” Jim often 
paints from photos.
        Despite his artistic gifts, Jim faces many challenges 
when he works. He has trouble seeing the difference 
between positive and negative shapes, so it’s hard for 
him to tell whether something’s in the background or 
foreground. Maggie helps him block the image in, out-
lining objects. She mixes the paint for him and then Jim 
takes over. He works fast, usually in the morning, often 
completing a medium-sized painting in an hour. 	

				     In addition to art classes, he has taken speech class at

NAC  ARTS  
COLLABORATIVE  News

Jim Leysath with one of his 
paintings

Painting by Maggie 	
Leysath

SFA and has submitted work to SFA’s 12x12 scholarship event. Jim considers 
himself a loyal Lumberjack.
	 Here are Jim’s words of encouragement to anyone who wants to paint:

“Don’t give up! That is the first thing.”

“Focus and concentrate.”

“You can always paint over a mistake.”

“Keep learning. I just learned how to do drybrushing.”

	 Jim’s paintings and his social media pages have created a following for him. 
Collectors are buying his works. In 2023, his art was shown at the Museum of 
East Texas in Lufkin. Jim has 11 paintings in Bloom: Flower & the Human Spirit. 
“And all of them are for sale,” Jim said with a smile.*

* Jim sold NINE out of eleven paintings in the current show at the opening
reception! 

Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in Nacogdoches and encouraging artists of all disciplines to thrive.
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	 November has arrived in Nacogdoches, bringing crisp, cool air, vibrant com-
munity events, and a touch of holiday magic. Fall foliage will soon paint our 
town in beautiful shades of gold and crimson, adding even more charm to the 
season. Whether you’re ready to kick off your holiday shopping, sip on festive 
fall drinks, or enjoy live local music, November has something special waiting 
for you. Let’s take a look at what’s happening around town!
	 We’re starting the month with a celebration, Día de los Muertos returns to 
Festival Park on November 1st from 1–5 pm. Enjoy live music, cultural dances, 
delicious food and drinks, and the chance to honor loved ones in a beautiful, 
family-friendly setting.
	 Next up, the holiday spirit shines bright at the Merry Christmas Market, hap-
pening November 7th (10 am–8 pm) and November 8th (10 am–3 pm) in Down-
town Nacogdoches. Browse unique vendors, admire festive storefront windows, 
and even enter for a chance to win a holiday gift basket. It’s the perfect way to 
get a head start on your seasonal shopping!
	 History and nostalgia come together at the Loblolly Model Train Display at 
the Nacogdoches Railroad Depot. The Veterans Day Open House Model Train 
Display runs November 7th–8th from 10 am-6 pm and Sunday November 9th 
from 12-5 pm, featuring a special military-themed exhibit with trains represent-
ing equipment and personnel from World War II. The holiday display returns 
every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from November 28th–December 14th, de-
lighting visitors with intricate details and festive charm.
	 Mark your calendars for the debut of NacoPalooza MusicFest & Pub Crawl 
on November 15th! From 5–11 pm, enjoy 12 bands across 4 downtown venues, 
The Fredonia Brewery, The Cottage Restaurant & Bar, Madhatter Distillery, and 
Aperitivo Café & Gelato. It’s one unforgettable night of music, drinks, and com-
munity fun.
	 Get ready for a shopping extravaganza at Holiday in the Pines, happening 
November 20th–22nd. This beloved three-day event features boutique vendors, 
tasty treats, raffles, and more, perfect for finding gifts (or treating yourself).
	 We’ll wrap up the month with one of Nacogdoches’ favorite traditions, Was-
sail Fest, held November 29th in celebration of Shop Small Saturday. Stroll 
through downtown, sample wassail recipes from local businesses, and cast your 
vote for the best brew! While you’re there, grab a bite at Nac Snack, featuring 
food trucks on the square from 11 am–2 pm, and enjoy live holiday music from 
12:30–2:30 pm. It’s the perfect way to close out Thanksgiving weekend and wel-
come the holiday season.
	 And that’s just the beginning! For the latest event updates and a full list 
of November happenings, visit visitnacogdoches.org/events and check out the     
November “What’s Happening” article right here in Around the Town.

This Month in the 
Oldest Town in Texas

Natalee Dunn
CVB Creative Content Director 

RV & Boat Storage
Infinity Commercial

RV Service, Remodeling & Upholstery
14618 US Hwy 59 Nacogdoches, TX 75965

(936) 560-2188

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

•  Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled 
Nursing Facility

•  We offer Short Term Rehabilitation 
and Long Term Care

•  We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95  •  GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 • www.garrisonnursinghome.com

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18, emphasis added)

Jesus—You Are 
the God Who 
Justifies the 
Ungodly
To him who does not work but believes on [Jesus] who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness. Romans 4:5

	 There was a day in my life, sometime after my born-again experience in 1997, 
when I thought about the different religions of this world and whose teachings are 
contrary to the Bible and what it says about Jesus. The day was a great struggle of 

faith and a heart wrenching occasion when I asked the Lord, “If the people of those 
religions never put their faith in Jesus for salvation, will they die and go to hell? I 
thought about the millions of people spread out across the world’s religions. I had 
to seriously consider what I believed about Jesus and why. Is He the only way to 
heaven? It was the day that my faith in Jesus Christ as the only way to salvation for 
lost sinners was forever settled. It was a day of no turning back for me that what is 
written about Jesus in the Bible is the truth.
	 God offers His salvation in Jesus to the whole world. Jesus died on the cross 
for the sins of everyone born a sinner in Adam, all of humanity. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ is going forth unhindered in every place He sends His gospel. It is through His 
gospel preached and believed that Jesus is building His church, His body of believers 
here on earth. I believe all whom the Father has given the Son will come to Him and 
not one among them will be lost (John 6:37-39).
	 This takes us to the matter of Jesus justifying the ungodly. Who are the ungodly?  
Why do the ungodly need to be justified? What does justification have to do with a 
sinner’s salvation? Everything. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God 
(Rom 3:23). It is the sin we inherited from Adam that separates us from a holy God.  
Adam fell because he believed the lie rather than holding fast to the truth (Gen 2:15-
17; 3:6). 
	 We have all entered into Adam’s sin (Rom 5:12). It is sin which makes us un-
godly before God. When Adam sinned, departing from obedience, holiness and righ-
teousness and rejecting God’s divine authority to direct his life, to tell him how to 
live in the garden He created, Adam’s separation from God became our separation 
from God. Adam’s sin made us all spiritual children of the devil (1 John 3:10). Where 
can ungodly sinners find help to escape this dilemma? In the Seed (Gen. 3:15). The 
Seed, which is Jesus, was born when the fullness of the time had come. He was born 
to remove the cause of our spiritual separation from God (John 1:29) and to reconcile 
us back to God (2 Cor. 5:18-20).  
	 We did nothing to cause our sin which separated us from God. We can do noth-
ing to remove the sin and come back into right relationship with God. One man 
brought sin into the world. One Man takes away sin. Where does that leave us? Guilty 
in Adam as long as we choose to remain in Adam. Declared not guilty (justified) 
through faith in Jesus if we believe His gospel (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). It is Christ who makes 
us righteous. Paul wrote, “For [God] made [Jesus] who knew no sin to become sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in [Jesus]” (2 Cor. 5:21).  
	 The sinner who believes the truth as it is written in the Bible about Jesus Christ is 
declared righteous in Christ on the basis of His finished work on the cross. It is faith 
in Christ alone and His good works (a perfect obedient life) that God will accept on 
the believers behalf. Our “good” works will never be good enough to cleanse us from 
our sin. Works of the flesh for salvation can never remove the stench of sin emanating 
up to the nostrils of a holy God. God declares that all of our righteousnesses are like 
filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). Our works are equated to a woman on her monthly period. It 
is a time of her uncleanness, and the blood causes a putrid smell. God will accept a 
sweet-smelling aroma that comes from a life hidden in Christ.
	 Jesus justifies the ungodly, all whose faith is in His name. Have you been justi-
fied, declared not guilty by Jesus who offered one sacrifice for sins forever (Heb. 
10:12)? No justification, no salvation. No reconciliation, no salvation. If you die 
without the forgiveness of your sins and the salvation of your soul that God is offer-
ing in Jesus, you will die in your sins. The stench of your sins will be forever before 
you in hell, a place of eternal separation from God.
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Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and 
former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several 
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works 
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration of the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s. 

	 I have used the expression “dead as a doornail” many times, and I am sure 
that you have, too. We are not alone. Since the 14th century people have declared 
things to be dead as doornails. It makes sense that inanimate objects are dead, but 
then so are diamonds, doughnuts, and doorknobs. So, why do we use the expres-
sion “dead as a doornail”?  What are doornails, and why are they so dead?
	 People who study words and phrases are called “etymologists,” and they are 
supposed to be very intelligent folk. Over the years these “etymologists” have 
studied this phrase and have settled on two possibilities as to the origin.
	 The first theory involved a door knocker that was installed on the front entry 
door. Door knockers date back to antiquity, but in modern times have been re-
placed with the doorbell. The early door knockers had a large nail that the knock-
er struck when hit with the top portion of the knocker. This nail was considered 
to be dead because the ring of the nail was deadened to a dull knock as the sound 
was diffused into the wooden door when struck. This large nail was considered 
dead because of the number of times it was struck on its head.
	 Then, there is this second theory. In ancient times many doors were very large 
and ornate, and required many nails to secure the wooden pieces. The practice 
was to hammer the nail through the wood pieces, and then bend the protruding 
nail end over to secure it. This process, similar to riveting, was called clenching.
	 Clenching is when you drive a nail that passes through both thicknesses of 
wood you are fastening together. The tip of this nail sticks out about ¼” and is 
then bent over and driven into the wood. Clenching adds remarkable strength 
to a joint. A 1948 study by the U. S. Forest Products Laboratory concluded that 
clenching can increase the holding power of a nail between 45 percent and 464 
percent – depending on a variety of factors.
	 Also interesting is that the study concluded that bending the nail tip across 
the grain increased the holding power by 20 percent compared to a nail clenched 
along the grain of the wood.
	 Since a nail that had been clenched could never be used again, it was consid-
ered a “dead nail,” and may be the source of the phrase. The old wooden doors 
were replete with “dead nails” holding it together.
	 Dickens was among the celebrated authors who liked the phrase and made a 
point of using it in his A Christmas Carol:

     “I don’t mean to say that I know, of my own knowledge, what there is
     Particularly dead about a doornail. I might have been inclined, myself,
     To regard a coffin nail as the deadest piece of ironmongery in the trade.
     But, the wisdom of our ancestors is in the simile; and my unhallowed
     Hands shall not disturb it, or the country’s done for. You will therefore
     Permit me to repeat, emphatically, that Marley was as dead as a door
     Nail.”

	 This theory suggests that “dead as a doornail” refers to nails that found their 
final resting place in doors. Since this phrase has been around since the 1300s, 
perhaps it is time for a 21st century upgrade. Given the ubiquity of digital down-
loads, I would suggest a change to “as dead as a DVD.”

As Dead as a Doornail
by Neal Murphy

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 
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A Big Bend Series:
Hollywood Comes 
to Marfa
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception.	

		 In the autumn of 1956, 
Nacogdoches’ Main Theater 
screened the blockbuster film, 
“Giant,” starring Rock Hud-
son, Elizabeth Taylor and James 
Dean. It was an epic production, 
3½ hours long, that was nomi-
nated for 10 academy awards. 
I saw it for the first time some 
years later, and I recall being 
transfixed at the spectacle of 
the biggest superstars of the era 
paradoxically appearing in the 
nowhere land of scrub brush in the west Texas desert.	
		 From all accounts, it was even more surreal for the denizens of nearby     
Marfa, Texas to see movie stars of such lofty pedigree as Elizabeth Taylor, just 
23 years old, window-shopping in the tiny downtown business district. When 
filming, the actors would drive 17 miles to a studio-built façade of the main house 
of the fictional Reata ranch. After production ceased, the façade stood for three 
more decades, visited by countless movie buffs until it finally collapsed.

We Stock New & Used Homes 
from 1BR, 1 Bath to

the Big 32x80 4BR, 2½ Baths

Easy Financing Available!
In-House Insurance Agent

Delivery, AC & Heat, 
Skirting, Steps on 

HUD Homes

Several Tiny Houses in Stock!

Phone office: 409.224.7717
Milfordent23@gmail.com

8652 US Hwy 96N • Brookland, TX 75931

Drive a 
Little, 
Save a 

Lot!

Energy Star

Air B&B 2 BR Condo $45,900.
2024 Model with Porch, Set Up!

Lisa Milford
936-552-6752

Check us out on Facebook (Milford Enterprise), 
Like & Share Please

Your “Home” Girl
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		 Near the production site along highway 90, you can’t miss huge dioramas 
celebrating the actors in “Giant,” including that of James Dean, who died in 
an auto accident mere 
weeks after shooting the 
picture.
		 After filming, the 
cast would retire back to 
the Paesano Hotel (be-
low) in Marfa, still bask-
ing nowadays in the un-
likely fame accrued so 
many years ago.
	       The impact of this im-

probable Hollywood film 
production in remote west 
Texas added to the mystique 
of the area that is still present 
today, as Marfa has a thriving 
art and culture component 
that is worthy of a visit. Next 
time, in the last of this series, 
we will visit Marfa and the 
famed mystery of the Marfa 
lights.

Amy Rushing / President  •  P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204
rushing2winders@gmail.com • www.winderstexas.com

2724 SE Stallings Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

“Win is in Our Name”
• Cleaners & Disinfectants • Carpet & Floor Care • Floor Mats

• Vacuums, Buffers, Scrubbers, Sweepers • Paper Products & Disposables
• Ware Washing & Laundry • Equipment Repair • Training

• and Much, Much More! 

Shreveport, LA
(318) 219-8335

Nacogdoches, TX
(936) 564-1534 baileybarkmaterials.com

Providing Quality Materials Since 1983
What began in 1983 as a small grinding operation has grown into 
one of the region’s largest and most respected suppliers of bark 
mulch, rock, sod and landscape materials. With primary locations 
in Texas and Louisiana, Bailey Bark Materials processes tons of 
timber by-products each day and delivers landscaping materials 
to customers near and far.

Wood Grinding Services

Mulch and Compost

Certified Playground Wood Chips

Crushed ConcreteCrushed Concrete Crushed LimestoneCrushed Limestone

Asphalt Millings

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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		 The Lamp-Lite Players present the second play of their 53rd Season, You 
Can’t Take It With You, by Moss Hart & George F. Kaufman, November 7, 8, 14, 
and 15, 2025, 7:30 pm, and November 9 and 16, 2025, 2:00 pm.  Tickets are now 
on sale online only at https://lampliteplayers.ludus.com.  All tickets are assigned 
seats for a specific performance. Prices are Adults-$15.00, 60+ Adults-$12.00, 
and Children/Students-$8.00. 2025-26 Season Passes may also be purchased on-
line and then redeemed online or at the Box Office for You Can’t Take It With You. 
An Audience Dress Rehearsal Preview will be held Thursday, November 6, 2025, 
7:30 pm, for $5.00, with tickets only available at the Box Office the night of the 
performance beginning at 7:00 pm. 
		 The Sycamore family is unique, beginning with Grandpa, who one day real-
ized he didn’t want to go work, and therefore, he didn’t, and still doesn’t. When 
Alice introduces her family to her fiancé and his stolid, conservative family, a 
whirlwind of hilarious improbabilities ensues. Lamp-Lite Players portraying the 
two families and others caught up in the absurdity are Melissa DeVine, Cas-
sidy Kelly, Roni Lias, Trae Norman, Cristoban Morones, Adán Morones, 
Rick Jones, Norm Markworth, Faith Kolosci, Cater Cartwright, Austin 
Raymond, Riley Nichols, Carrie Butler Swann, Tim Williams, Roz Couch, 
Dudley May, Todd Phillips, Elaine Lambright, and Bridget & Lucy Jones. 
		 Kevin Helmer and Julie Kilcullen co-direct, assisted by stage manager Lisa 
Norman. Crew members include Todd Phillips, Gina Jones, Alyssa Faykus, 
and Brian Oswald. 
		 Tickets still available will be on sale at the Box Office 45 minutes before 
curtain of each performance. For more information about You Can’t Take It 
With You, visit our website, lamplitetheatre.com, or email us at lamplitetheatre@
gmail.com.

The Lamp-Lite 
Players Present 
You Can’t Take It 
With You

Photo l to r Alyssa Faykus holding Bridget, Roni Lias, Trae Norman, Melissa 
DeVine, Cassidy Kelly, and Gina Jones holding Lucy

Photo l to r Tim Williams, Roz Couch, Elaine Lambright, Carrie Butler Swann, 
and Dudley May 

Photo l to r Austin Raymond, Adan Morones, Cater Cartwright, Norm 
Markworth, Faith Kolosci, Rick Jones, Cristóban Morones, and Riley Nichols

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

advancedansweringsolutions.com

Now serving Nacogdoches and 
all of the East Texas Area!

SET UP YOUR CUSTOMIZED PACKAGE TODAY!

• 24/7 Live Operator Answering Service
We are here every day of the year

• Translation Services for over 350+ languages
• 100% USA based
• No Start Up Fees 

Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

The Music Palooza 
and Pub Crawl

A Community Event for Live Music Enthusiasts
…and who doesn’t love music?

Saturday, November 15, 2025
5:00 pm - 11:00 pm in Downtown Nacogdoches
Sponsorships and tickets are available for purchase at: 

https://givebutter.com/kUb8rd
 This event showcases musical talent from East Texas and highlights new businesses 
in downtown Nacogdoches.
 The physical footprint includes Church Street, Hospital Street, and Mound Street 
north of Main Street. Imagine a horseshoe for good luck. The event is designed for individ-
uals aged 21 and older. Similar to Wine Swirl, patrons will need to buy tickets either online 
or on-site using Cash App or Venmo. A ticket includes an event cup and a pub crawl punch 
card valid for four drinks or tastings at each participating venue. The venues are: Apertivo 
Café & Gelato on Church Street, hosting the Paver Stage; Madhatter’s Distillery on Hospital 
Street, hosting the Patio Stage; The Fredonia Brewery on Mound Street, hosting the Porch 
Stage; and The Cottage Wine Bar & Restaurant, hosting the Pergola Stage. The Nacogdo-
ches Cigar Company is setting up a cigar lounge and will have Naca Valley Vineyard wines 
available for purchase. Each location will feature different music genres.
 Chili’s will be manning the three ticket booths placed within the music fest footprint. 
Food will be available for purchase from food trucks and area downtown restaurants. 
Monograms on Main will be selling event t-shirts out of its location on Church Street.  
Rogue Aesthetics, Salon Haven, and Motorhomes of Texas will serve as green rooms for 
visiting bands.
	 None	of	this	will	be	possible	without	the	financial	support	of	individuals	and	compa-
nies who wish to experience live music on the brick streets of Nacogdoches.  Thank you to 
everyone who has pitched in as sponsors, vendors, and venues.

Let’s come together to create a genuine community event, something we can 
be proud of, where we celebrate the true talents of our East Texas musicians 
and small businesses.    • 12 bands • 4 stages • 6 hours of music
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COMMENTARY

Jesus and Barbeque
by Jerry Hopkins

	 Jesus & Barbeque is a book about God’s work in Jeremiah Moss’ life. Moss 
is a graduate of East Texas Baptist University. He was in several of my classes 
at ETBU; before that he was in my history classes at Panola College. So I have 
known Jeremiah for many years, even before he became a Christian. I person-
ally know much of the personal struggles and experiences of Jeremiah’s personal 
faith journey.
	 The focus and essential emphasis 
in this book is Jesus—His work, wit-
ness and winsomeness. It is about how 
God has worked to redeem Jeremiah 
and then enable him to begin building 
a legacy of faith, family and barbeque. 
In the very beginning of his book Jer-
emiah employs the word “incredible” 
very appropriately, often describing 
his life story, his fellow employees, 
his business and his Christianity min-
istry as a pastor.
	 In Jeremiah’s dedication of his 
book, he first uses this word to intro-
duce “this incredible” journey.  “First 
and foremost, I want to give all glory 
and honor to God, whose grace, guid-
ance, and provision have made this 
journey possible.  This book is a testi-
mony to His faithfulness and the call 
He placed on my life to serve others
through faith, family, and barbecue.”
	 Jesus & Barbeque: Barbeque with Purpose is not just a book where the 
author has compiled his stories, recipes and teachings. Jeremiah records God’s 
vision to him in calling him to barbeque and ministry. He affirms his following 
God’s motivation and missionary outreach. In doing this witness he instructs the 
readers to share their stories from personal struggles and victories, but not to 
over-emphasize their personal failures which can often distract from Jesus’ story 
and grace.
	 We need to share our stories showing our personal struggles and victories, 
but we must remember Jeremiah’s insight not to over-emphasize our personal 
failures and sins. Our emphasis must ever be the work of God, not our work or 
our person. When we push ourselves, we merely prove the reality of our fleshly 
selfishness proving that sin is still controlling us and not the grace of God.
	 Jeremiah focuses his scriptural exposition on Matthew 13:22-23 where Jesus 

deals with sowing seeds on good soil 
and bad soil. This whole exposition 
is about the seeds of God’s witness 
in human hearts and God’s work of 
faith in the planting, growing and 
harvesting experience. He ties all 
these ideas of food, friendship, fam-
ily and how these relate to God’s 
work in our lives, and what results 
from the sowing of God’s word on 
good and bad soil. God has created 
the soils, the souls and the process 
of planting, growing and harvesting. 
Jeremiah thus concludes that “the 	

						           parable highlights the importance
						           of understanding the soil in our
minds and hearts to grow and produce a harvest of faith and love through the 
seeds we plant. By doing so, we can produce abundantly for God’s glory.” He 
ties all these factors together in light of God’s creative contribution to our being 
His born again children.  
	 Jeremiah stresses that we need to consider ourselves and how God has worked 
in our lives. God comes to us and brings a new birth to spiritually dead and to-
tally selfish people. He saves us and changes us enabling us to overcome evil 
and determine to oppose sin and Satan. Jeremiah’s testimony is based on God’s 
revelation to him in the Word of God. So Jeremiah stresses that the foundation of 
his faith is in God teaching him valuable lessons which has enabled him to claim 
Paul’s admonition, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). God knows us and thus Jeremiah 
concludes that “a loving and all-powerful creator has purposefully created each 
of us with a distinct purpose. God’s purpose is always accomplished because it is 
powered by God who never fails.  
	 Another passage Jeremiah stresses is the parable of the talents in Matthew 
25:14-30 where God reveals that we are purposefully given talents that we might 

wisely invest, benefit and prosper so as to bless others in the Kingdom of God. In 
all these stories God strives to teach us and lead us to embrace God’s living and 
good works and the rules for holy behavior that we might thereby magnify and 
glorify the Living Lord Jesus. In all this God holds all people accountable.
	 In this book of stories and scriptural lessons Jeremiah stresses that God has 
given us what we need to serve Him and be a blessing to those we associate with 
all through our lives. We must find our calling, fulfill our calling and follow the 
will of God as He leads us by the Holy Spirit. Jeremiah’s journey was not just 
his vision but it was God’s work and witness in him. He listened to God, read 
His Word and sought through 
fasting prayer the guidance and 
direction of God. Jeremiah lis-
tened to God. He embraced 
God’s guidance. He stresses the 
important lesson that we must 
begin the work God called us to 
do. As he sought the Lord Jer-
emiah found that God provided 
all he needed to fulfill his vision 
and work.  We must evaluate 
and account for what we have; 
what God has given us; and 
what others have invested in us.  
	 Another important factor is
sharing your vision with others.
Jeremiah powerfully states, based on God’s word to Habakkuk, that we must 
write down what God reveals to us. God’s command to the prophet was “Write 
down the vision, make it plain upon tables” that everyone might understand it 
and recognize what is to be done. “When written and made tangible, it turns 
the idea, the dream, into a unit that unifies all into taking a stand and fighting 
for it courageously and relentlessly.” In Jeremiah’s case this became “a crusade 
to change lives,” involving local communities and faraway places. Thus, there 
emerged communities connected by love and purpose, expressed in the Living 
Lord Jesus and the sharing of barbeque and the income resulting from those who 
invested in it. This is a great story of what people working and eating together 
can accomplish.
	 This book also presents an important insight into the role of community con-
versation and sharing. We need others to help us, to embrace our God-given 
vision and ministry. So this stresses the importance of God’s people coming to-
gether in church life and community life that we might together overcome life’s 
problems and thereby accomplish God’s will and work. There are some essential 
qualities God wants to give to us and bring alive in us and through us—a sense 
of community (church life) and the expression of this faith family in sincere 
gratitude, knowledge and wisdom coming from God’s reliable people. There is 
the quality of humility which demonstrates God’s presence and power in our re-
lationships with those we associate with. All of this highlights the importance of 
work in relation to God and our communities of faith, family and business. There 
is great value in work, helping others and serving others. I like what Jeremiah 
says about work. “Work is more than simply a job; it is an opportunity to satisfy 
the needs of others and make a big difference.”
	 I have read Jeremiah’s book many times as I’ve worked on reviewing and 
summarizing it. In so many ways I appreciate what he shares in his testimony and 
scriptural witness. His stress on being Christian is important. I would challenge 
him regarding his use, as so many others who often describe Christians as “born 
again.” There is no other kind of Christian. You cannot be a Christian without be-
ing “born again” by the Spirit of the Living God. Many claim to be Christian, but 
they are not born again because they demonstrate that reality by denying God, by 
defaming Him, by cursing Him, by doing evil things, by cooperating with Satan 
and his demons.
	 There are so many good things in this exceptional book. I’ve not said very 
much about barbeque, but Jeremiah has a great deal to say about that cooking 
process; how to select the meat, how to prepare it for cooking; then how to cook 
it and finally how to enjoy it with others, especially in light of Jesus’ living pres-
ence as we share together in fellowship and eating.
	 If you have ideas or insights into Jesus and barbeque, I would like to hear 
from you and will appreciate you sharing your thoughts with me on cooking and 
eating. You may contact me by email at drjerryhopkins@yahoo.com . I can also 
be reached by “snail mail” at Dr. Jerry Hopkins, P. O. Box 1363, Marshall, Texas 
75671.  Dr. Jerry Hopkins is a historian and a retired university professor. 

Book that contains Jeremiah’s life story, 
experiences, barbeque tips and business 
wisdom.

The Jeremiah Moss family includes, Deputy 
Sheriff Wade, daughter Kate, Dr. Jeremiah 
(pastor & businessman), wife Amanda, daugh-
ter Madilynn and husband Rocko Ryan

Dr. Jeremiah Moss, wife Amanda work 
together in ministry and cooking
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PEPPARD
A U T O P L E X
Voted Best of Nac Year-After-Year!

www.PeppardAutoplex.com
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397 Jacob St.
Timpson, TX

936-554-4557
tie.timbertx@gmail.com

NACOGDOCHES 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Industrial Blvd/Frontier Drive
Contact Earl Herrera

936.569.3550

FOR RENTFOR RENT
5000 Square Feet 

with Office & 
Warehouse

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739

Walter Clark 
Agent

936.244.8177

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962
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Nacogdoches Church Directory

Agape Life Church — 3500 North Street #3, 75965 — 936.559.3081 

Antioch Baptist Church — 1421 Greer Street, 75961 — 936.569.7432 

Apostolic Lighthouse — 1801 Durst Street 

Appleby Baptist Church — 13995 US-59, 75965 

Austin Heights Baptist Church — 2806 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.0818 

Bethel Temple Church of God in Christ — 1716 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, 75961 — 	
936.305.5138

Bethelem Mission — 125 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.564.6278 

Bonita Methodist Church — 10303 Hwy 259 @ Central Heights — 936.560.2028

Calvary Baptist Church — 3732 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.4539 

Calvary Pentecostal Church — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Cariker Street Seventh-day Adventist Church— 909 Cariker Street, 75961 — 936.564.2197 

Centro De Vida Cristiana — 2933 Hunter Street, 75964 — 936.615.4753 

Christ Episcopal Church — 502 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 936.564.0421 

Christian Life Center | Pentecostal Church — 2604 Stallings Drive N, 75964 — 936.560.1431 

Church of Christ — 3831 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Corner Post Cowboy Church — 8151 FM 1638, 75964 — 936.645.0123 

Davis Memorial Church of God — 1614 Gasaway Rd, 75964 — 936.564.8401 

Eastside United Pentecostal Church — 3801 Center Rd, 75961 — 936.564.6432 

Fairview United Methodist Church — 6296 TX-21, 75961 

Faith Temple Church — 217 Sweetgum Street, 75961 — 936.559.1502 

First Baptist Church — 411 North Street, 75961 — 936.564.7379

First Christian Church — 702 Mound Street, 75961 — 936.564.7389

First Pentecostal Church — 1622 Douglass Rd, 75964 — 936.569.6784 

First United Methodist Church — 201 E Hospital Street, 75961 — 936.564.8308 

Forest Pine Church — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 936.564.8386 

Glory Gang — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 —1.855.456.7944 

Godtel Ministries — 330 E. Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7914 

Gospel Assembly Church — 2916 Lilly Street, 75964 — 936.219.0251 

Grace Baptist Church — 4120 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.552.8988 

Grace Bible Church — 2305 Raguet Street, 75965 — 936.564.8867 

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church — SE Loop 224, 75961 — 936.559.0952 

Gravel Ridge Missionary Baptist Church — 7425 FM 225, 75964 

Greater Faith Tabernacle — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Harmonia Baptist Church — 2547 Old Post Oak Rd, 75965 — 936.552.1956 

Harmony Baptist Church — 268 County Rd 726, 75964 — 936.569.7381

Harvest Point Church — 2708 South Street, 75964 — 936.569.9342 

Heritage Primitive Baptist Church — 128 Hunt Street, 75965 — 936.554.0102 

High Praise Tabernacle — 1607 Douglass Rd, 75964 

Iglesia Bautista Cristiana — 1917 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.462.8692 

Iglesia Bautista Vida Eterna — 2612 Williams Street, 75964 — 936.462.0719 

Iglesia Evangelica Cristiana Espiritual — 501 Lenwood Drive, 75964 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church — 	1422 County Rd 724, 75964 — 936.560.3200 

Impact Cowboy Church of Nacogdoches — 415 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.569.8559 

International Church of Nacogdoches — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.7265 

Iron Wheel Baptist Church — 820 1st Street, 75961 — 	936.569.8358 

Jacob’s Memorial Cogic — 1717 Castleberry Street, 75961 — 936.564.7493 

Johnson Chapel CME Church — 614 3rd Street, 75961 — 936.569.9703 

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses — 2832 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.560.6571 

Life Church — 702 N University Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Little Zion Baptist Church — 305 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.4577 

Macedonia Baptist Church — 169 County Rd 719, 75964 — 936.564.3148 

Martinsville Baptist Church — 10892 FM 95, 75961 — 	936.554.1344 

Miracle Tabernacle — 3214 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.4624.8575 

Mosaic Church | Nacogdoches — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.615.3199 

Mt Moriah Baptist Church — 1413 Powers Street, 75964 — 936.564.3058 

Mt-Zion Baptist Church — 3767 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.554.7294 

Nacogdoches Bible Fellowship — 2220 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7077 

Nacogdoches Christian Fellowship — 1701 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.560.1948 

Nacogdoches Community Church / Victory Fellowship — 1907 Stallings Drive N, 75964 	
— 936.569.2720

Nacogdoches First Church of the Nazarene — 211 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 		
936.305.5351 

Nacogdoches Korean Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 972.632.0560 

Nacogdoches Seventh-day Adventist Church — 4407 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1905 

New Birth Fellowship Church — 2910 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7334 

New Creation Nations Christian Center — 3806 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 

New Hope Baptist Church — 819 Ritchie Street, 75961 — 936.225.8580 

New Hope Methodist Church — 5301 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.564.7693 

New Life Christian Fellowship — 4111 FM 1878, 75965 — 936.674.7339 

North Street Church of Christ — 3914 North Street, 75965 — 936.564.2471 

Northpointe Church of God — 3900 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.560.2358

Northwood Baptist Church — 3224 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.2969

Oak Grove Baptist Church — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.569.0756

Old North Baptist Church — 332 County Rd 205, 75965

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church — 4401 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Pine Flat CME Church — 899 FM 3228, 75961 — 936.564.4224

Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church — 4922 FM 2864, 75965 — 936.559.5445

Power Of The Word — 1501 Industrial Drive, 75964

Redeemer Lutheran Church — 2306 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.6729

Redemption Baptist Church — 3716 South Street, 75964 — 936.414.6777

Rey De Reyes Iglesia Cristiana — 1705 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.462.8008

Rock Springs Church — 203 County Rd 819, 75964

Sacred Heart Catholic Church — 2508 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.7807

Sandy Ridge Church — 75964

Saint Paisios the Athonite Orthodox Christian Mission — 614 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 	
936.622.0622

Saints Temple Church of God in Christ — 2604 Ellis Street, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Shady Grove Baptist Church — 2548 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.560.2721

Shawnee Church of Christ — 612 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.2103

Southside Church of Christ — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.559.1800

Stallings Drive Baptist Church — 728 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.2075

Star Hope Baptist Church — 2305 Looneyville Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1369

St James Baptist Church — 2633 Canyon Street, 75964 — 936.564.7887

St Mary’s Chapel — 215 College Street, 75965 — 936.564.0661

St Matthew Church — 2720 Matthew Street, 75964

St Paul’s Methodist Church — 601 Moore Street, 75961 — 936.564.3585

Stonewall Fellowship Church — 1303 S University Drive, 75961 — 936.587.9895

Sunset Galilee Missionary Baptist Church — 1609 S Rayburn Drive, 75961 — 		
936.564.3853 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — 3307 Center Rd, 75961 — 		
936.564.0687

The Citizen Nac — 108 N Lanana Street, 75961 — 936.237.6395

Timber Creek Church — 3801 North Street, 75965 — 936.632.3540

Union Cross Missionary Baptist Church — 2905 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.9838

University Church — 2505 North Street, 75965 — 936.205.3100

Vineyard Church — 4140 FM 1878, 75961 — 936.564.4600

Westminster Presbyterian Church — 903 North Street, 75961— 936.564.0203

Westside Missionary Baptist Church — 3109 Durst Street, 75964 — 936.564.0713

Woden United Pentecostal Church — 136 Rankin Rd, 75961 — 936.560.2733

Zion Hill First Baptist Church — 324 N Lanana Street, 75961

SPONSORED BY

Cason Monk-Metcalf
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5400 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75965

936-564-7333
“Serving The Nacogdoches 

Community With Honor
and Dignity Since 1893”
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David Holcomb

Coins & Collectibles
We buy gold and silver bullion, collectible coins and 

currency, as well as gold jewelry. We also sell gold and 
silver bullion and carry an extensive selection of collect-

ible coins and currency. Plus we offer appraisals.

614 N. Stallings Dr. - Suite 113 (Next to the BBQ House)
Nacogdoches, TX 75965 - 936.305.3106 or 903.570.3186
davidholcomb213@gmail.com - Visit us on Facebook

Open Wed-Fri
 10am-4pm

CM TREE SERVICECM TREE SERVICE
Full Service Land Management

Call Claude Miguez

936-225-1262

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal 
• Bucket Truck
• Basket Lift (up to 90 feet)
• Insured
• Dozer Work
• Land Clearing 
• Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Pond Digging & Excavating Work

SERVING ANGELINA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

“We’ll go 
out on a 
limb for 

you!”

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! Fly or Crawl, We Kill’Em All

(936) 560-2497
805 SE Stallings Drive, Nacogdoches

cptptest@gmail.com

#1
Best 

Exterminator!Carra’sCarra’s
PEST AND TERMITE, INC.
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Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Lufkin/Angelina 
County Chamber 
Event Calendar
by Amanda Crocker
Director of Marketing & Communications, 
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce

Unlocking 
Opportunities: 
The Benefits of 
Joining Your 
Local Chamber of Commerce
	 As a local business owner or professional, you know that growth doesn’t 
happen in isolation. Success thrives in an environment where collaboration, 
knowledge, and community support are at the forefront. That’s exactly what the 
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce provides.

Why join the Chamber?
	 Membership in the Chamber opens doors to resources, connections, and op-
portunities that can help your business thrive. Here are a few key benefits:

•	 Networking and Connections: The Chamber hosts events, luncheons, 
and mixers that connect you with fellow business leaders, community 
partners, and potential clients. These relationships can spark collaboration, 
partnerships, and even new revenue streams.

•	 Professional Development: From workshops to seminars, the Chamber 
provides training and educational programs to help you and your team 
stay competitive in today’s market.

•	 Community Advocacy: Your Chamber advocates for the business com-
munity at local and state levels, ensuring that policies support growth, 
sustainability, and opportunity.

•	 Marketing and Visibility: Investors receive opportunities to showcase 
their businesses through Chamber communications, events, and sponsor-
ship opportunities, helping you reach new audiences and strengthen your 
brand.

•	 Support for Growth: Whether you’re a startup or an established busi-
ness, the Chamber offers guidance, mentoring, and access to resources 
designed to help you expand and succeed.

	 Beyond individual benefits, joining the Chamber means contributing to a 
thriving community. Your investment helps fund initiatives that improve local 
infrastructure, attract new businesses, and create a dynamic economy where ev-
eryone benefits.
	 In short, Chamber membership is more than a business decision, it is a com-
mitment to being part of a stronger, more connected community. We invite you 
to explore what the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce can do for 
your business and join us in shaping a prosperous future for our region.
	 Visit LufkinTexas.org to learn more and become an Investor today.
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

YOUR COMPLETE FLOOR COVERING CENTER
UNFINISHED FURNITURE

LAMINATE • CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE

Carpets By Curiosity
(936) 824-2178 • (936) 824-2931

 MARK & REGINA FERDEN 4150 S. US HWY 69
 Owners Lufkin, TX 75901

Email: carpetsbycuriosity@consolidated.net

Cell (936) 559-3242 
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Mike Renfroe
Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139

Night (936)  569-0577

2900 SE Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service
etwplcr@suddenlinkmail.com

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and 
Best Security 

Systems Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches
for 45 Years

• Commercial, 
 Residential & 
 Auto Lock and  
 Key Services

• Commercial &   
 Residential 
 Security Systems

Dan Matlock Tile & Repair

936-554-5647
Master Tile Setter 40+ Years Experience

http://www.danmatlocktile.com
Serving Nacogdoches and surrounding counties

John Deere

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

ANYTIME FITNESS
NACOGDOCHES
3801 North St. Nacogdoches, TX 75965
903.205.9165

BECOME YOUR BEST SELF

Includes:
• Evolt 360 Body Scan
• 24/7 access to ALL  
 locations
• Anytime Fitness   
 App
• Apple Fitness +
• And much more! 

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO SIGN UP TODAY!

Come try our Silver 
and Fit Class!

• Functional
movements

• Prioritized safety
• Increased strength

and flexibility
• Expect coach Tonya

to help you along
the way!

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

mas.jewelershowcase.com

SINCE 1989
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FREE NAC NEWS 24/7!

Don’t miss your news from Nacogdoches!
Create an easy shortcut on your

iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS

PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS

NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS

WEATHER
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

Servicing Deep East Texas, West Louisiana and All of Angelina County

®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500
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Around the Town
is a proud member of the

PRO QUALITY HANDYMAN SERVICES
936.427.7522

www.proqualityhandymanservices.com

Call 
TODAY 

for
Free

Quote!

COUPON

$50
Off

Your
Next

Handyman
Services
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Shelby County Church Directory

CENTER:
Abundant Love Ministries — 1426 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 972.598.8060 
Arcadia Church of Christ — 75935 
Blount Chapel Baptist Church — 298 CR 3760, 75935 — 936.598.5362
(Temporarily Closed) 
Bright Morning Baptist Church — 623 Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4560 
Called Out Church — 1077 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2333 
Carroll’s Chapel CME Church — 302 FM 2694, 75935 — 936.598.2260 
Central Baptist Church — 909 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3642
Center Christian Church — SH 87, 75935 — 936.598.2645 
Center Christian Fellowship — 75935 
Center Church of Christ — 110 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.2945 
Center Church of the Nazarene — 400 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3785 
Center First Pentecostal Church — 610 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3646 
Center Missionary Baptist Church — 443 Moffett Drive, 75935 
Clever Creek Baptist Church — 199 CR 1042 at FM 417 West, 75935 
CME Church Lanetown — 3709 FM 711, 75935 — 936.288.0434 
East Liberty Church — 75935 
First Baptist Church — 117 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.5605 
First Christian Church — 124 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3512 
First Methodist Church — 211 Porter Street, 75935 — 936.598.2707 
First Pentecostal Church-Jesus — 480 FM 2026, 75935 — 936.598.4276 
Good Hope Church — 75935
Heritage Baptist Church — 1001 Tenaha Street, 75935 — 936.332.0310 
Hillcrest Baptist Church — 901 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2704
HORAM — 205 Church Street, 75935 
House of Refuge Ministries — 215 Church Street, 75935 — 936.591.8941
Iglesia Apostolic de la Fe en Cristo Jesus — 176 US 96, 75935 — 9156.706.6236
Iglesia Bautista Misionera Getsemani — 204 Travis Street, 75935 — 936.634.8341 
James Church of Christ — 4873 SH 7, 75935 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses–Center — 3751 Loop 500 E, 75935 
Lone Star Baptist Church — 2026 SH 87 S, 75935 — 936.598.5396 
Loop 500 Church of Christ — 3216 Loop 500, 75935 — 409.382.0535  
McClelland Community Church — 733 CR 2571, 75935 
Mt Zion CME Church — Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4059 
Neuville Baptist Church — 1258 FM 2140, 75935 
New Hope Church — 1986 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.598.3500 
New Life Church — 822 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3286 
North Jericho Church — 335 CR 3671, 75935 
Northside Church of Christ — 192 US 96, 75935 — 936.332.9872 
Open Door Baptist Church — 900 Cotton Ford Rd, 75935 — 936.590.9454 
Primera Iglesia Bautista — 615 Loop 500, 75935 
Providence Missionary Baptist Church — 1129 CR 1265, 75935 — 318.230.1415 
Revival Tabernacle — 2398 SH 87 N, 75935 — 936.280.4790 
Sardis Pentecostal Family Life — 430 CR 3054, 75935 — 936.598.5010 
Shelby County Outreach — 906 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 936.598.4990 
Southview Family Church — 1229 Southview Circle, 75935 
Stepstones Ministry International — 101 Hurst Street, 75935 — 254.718.5040 
St Johns Baptist Church — 2308 CR 2050, 75935 — 936.598.4769 
St John’s Episcopal Church — 1063 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.4101 
St Paul Missionary Baptist Church — 617 Hopkins Street, 75935 
St Therese Catholic Church — 717 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.505.8402 
The Luke Church, Inc. at San Augustine Texas — 1110 Tenaha Street, Suite 2, 75935 — 
936.679.2060 
Todd Spring Baptist Church — Old San Augustine Hwy, 75935 — 936.591.0300 
Triumph Church — 908 Daniels Street, 75935 — 936.598.8982 

JOAQUIN: 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church — 13127 SH 7, 75954 
FBC Haslam — 154 CR 3590, 75954 — 936.269.3587 
First Baptist Church — 100 Connell Ferry Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3582 
Friendship Baptist Church — 6796 US 84, 75954 — 936.269.4056 

Friendship Missionary Baptist — 140 CR 3569, 75954 — 936.269.3132 
Hosanna Full Gospel Church — 7619 SH 198, 75954 — 903.848.0737 
Jackson Missionary Baptist Church — 11120 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.3370
Joaquin United Methodist Church — 105 Faulkville Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3661
Lone Cedar Church — 75954 
The Pentecostals of Joaquin — 11113 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4245
Willow Grove Community Church — 4635 CR 3790, 75954 — 936.269.4756
Word of Faith Outreach Center — 12413 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4133

SHELBYVILLE:
Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church — 674 CR 2582, 75973 — 936.368.7195 
East Hamilton Church — 7325 FM 2261, 75973 
Ephesus Church — 75973  — 936.332.4001 
First Baptist Church of Shelbyville — 5030 SH 87 S, 75973 — 936.598.7348 
Lone Star Church — 75973
Lydia Missionary Baptist Church — 14998 FM 139, 75973 — 936.368.2462
Patroon Baptist Church — 310 FM 2261, 75973 — 936.275.2977
Shelbyville Methodist Church — 252 FM 417, 75973 — 936.598.7388
Smyna Church — 177 CR 2450, 75973 — 936.368.2457 
Toleda Bend Baptist Mission — 2543 FM 3172, 75973 — 936.368.7252

TENAHA:
Benford Chapel Baptist Church — 126 Martin Luther King Street, 75974 — 936.248.2916 
Bobo Church — 1411 CR 4648, 75974 
Bright Morning Star Baptist — RR 2, 75974 — 936.248.3002 
First Baptist Church — 200 S George Bowers Drive, 75974 — 936.248.3207
House of Prayer Church and Campground — 526 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.332.3087 
Iglesia Bautista El Olam — 2998 US 84, 75974 
Iglesia Bautista Monte Sinai — 200 Towneast Rd, 75974 — 936.248.3075 
Iglesia Nueva Esperanza — 8001 US 96, 75974 
International Missionary — 645 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.591.9112 
Old Center Baptist Church — 7086 FM 699, 75974 — 936.248.2796 
Old Home Church — 75974
Pleasant Hill Church — 2010 FM 2660, 75974 
Ramah Church — 75974 — 936.248.6432
St John Missionary Baptist Church — 102 Booker T. Washington Drive, 75974 — 
936.248.2999 
Tenaha United Methodist Church — US 84, 75974 — 936.248.2246 
Woods New Hope Baptist Church — 120 CR 425, 75974
Woods United Methodist Church — 75974

TIMPSON:
Buena Vista Missionary Baptist — 1943 FM 1645, 75975 — 936.254.3235
Clayton Temple Church of God — Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.9898 
Corinth Baptist Church — FM 1979, 75975 
Countryside Cowboy Church — 408 US 59, 75975 
County Line Baptist Church — RR 2 Box 97, 75975 — 903.898.2499 
East Texas Baptist Family Ministry — 75975 — 903.822.3474 
Epiphany Catholic Mission — 3072 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.9662 
First Christian Church — 811 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.3389 
Good Hope Baptist Church — 1813 FM 2667, 75975 — 936.254.9294 
Messiah Baptist Church — 459 Ross Graves Drive, 75975 — 936.254.3702 
Mount Olive Church — 75975 
Pleasant Grove Church — 1440 CR 1470, 75975 
Smith Chapel Baptist Church — 919 CR 4704, 75975 
Smyrna Baptist Church — 100 Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.3613 
Timpson First Assembly of God — 652 Houston Street, 75975 — 936.254.3178 
Timpson First Baptist Church— 715 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.2220           
Timpson First Methodist Church — 312 Austin Street, 75975 — 936.254.3428 
Timpson Missionary Baptist Church — 2142 US 59, 75975 — 903.692.0716 
Weaver Church — 75901 
Woodland Christian Church — 220 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.2894                                

SPONSORED BY

YOUR BUSINESS CAN SPONSOR THIS PAGE
REACH MORE THAN 16,000 READERS EACH MONTH
ONLY $300 PER MONTH FOR THIS SPACE

PHONE SHARON ROBERTS @
936.552.6758 FOR INFO
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: HALLOWEEN

ACROSS
1. Eye affliction
5. Nickname
8. Christmas tree variety
11. Not we
12. Use a whetstone
13. Lyric poem
15. New Haven University
16. Unrivaled
17. Buenos follower
18. *Number one pumpkin-growing state
20. Phishing attack
21. Dead to the world
22. Albanian money
23. *”One, two, ____’s coming for you”
26. Harasses
30. Bloodshot
31. System of newsgroups on Internet
34. Muscular strength
35. Not odds
37. Zedong of China
38. Do penitence
39. Form of wrestling
40. Certain Native American dwelling
42. Cleopatra’s cause of death, supposedly
43. *____ O’Rourke of “Poltergeist”
45. *Silver ammo, useful against werewolves, sing.
47. Rooster’s girlfriend
48. Seattle’s ____ Needle
50. Sportscaster Andrews
52. *One of two first ever fun size candy bars
55. Unbroken mustang
56. In ____ of
57. Lash mark
59. Missouri River tributary
60. Chooses
61. *Rice of “The Vampire Chronicles” fame
62. “____ the fields we go”
63. Turkish title of respect
64. Oxen’s harness

DOWN
1. Hog haven
2. Like certain ice tea
3. Holler
4. Pupil protector
5. Driver’s license sticker
6. Dark
7. #63 Across, pl.
8. Forum, pl.
9. Previously mentioned, acr.
10. Hi-____ monitor
12. Pooh’s repast, pl.
13. Drawing support
14. *Bobby ____ of “Monster Mash” fame
19. River in India
22. Auction batch
23. Like classic TV’s Prince
24. Variety show
25. a.k.a. dropsy
26. *What witch’s familiar says
27. Sandbar
28. Sometimes it’s perfect
29. Hid under a rug
32. Independent chieftain
33. Old horse
36. *What Michael Myers says
38. Without self-control
40. Skin cyst
41. Manual calculator
44. From this time on
46. Wiggle room
48. Kind of wading bird
49. Religious devotion
50. Gaelic
51. Big cat sound

52. No neatnik
53. City in Nevada
54. Did like the Titanic
55. *What ghost says
58. Bruce or Spike

Answers to Puzzles can be found 
on page 47.
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The Nacogdoches Shrine Club 
Building is available for event rentals.

We can accommodate 250 people.  
Tables and chairs available.

Large paved parking lot.

208 CR 703 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Rental Managers:
Michael and Leshia Harrell

936-404-1776
We are seeking new members!

Shrine Contacts:
Robert Parrish 936-645-2883 cell; 936-560-4881 home

Calvin Taylor 936-591-1580 

COMMUNITY NEWS ITEMS

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$15.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Now accepting Credit Cards 
and Debit Cards for 

admission and at the bar.

KNIGHTS of 
COLUMBUS

Council 7553

Annual Charity Raffle
Drawing to be held Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20      
(Must be able to pass Background Check. Need not be present to win.)

SECOND PRIZE: Browning 1911
.380 Caliber Custom Grip
($829.99 Value)

FIRST PRIZE: Weatherby Vanguard 
.300 Winchester Bolt Action Rifle 
($879.99 Value)

THIRD PRIZE: Ruger RXM 9mm
Center Fire - Custom Grip
($549.99 Value)

3 chances to 
win with each 
ticket!

Look for our booth at Pineywoods 
Fair, Zwolle Tamale Festival, Hen-
derson Syrup Festival, Sassafras 
Festival, Dio de las Muertos, and 
Christmas in Crockett Festival.

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

16,000 readers each month!16,000 readers each month!
$125 for one month

$95 per month 12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN

OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

Answers to Puzzles 
from previous page.
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