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The Best Gift to
Receive This
December

by Todd Stallings

Most Americans are aware of the story of the birth of Jesus and many will
celebrate that event this month. You’ll likely hear or read about the Nativity story
again in coming weeks, and you’ll see depictions of it everywhere you look. It
was in 1870 that President Ulysses S. Grant
signed a law in the United States that desig-
nated December 25th as the Federal Holiday
known as Christmas Day. It’s the time of
the year again when millions in the United
States will observe what happened around
2000 years ago when Mary “...brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.” — Luke 2:7

Some believe Jesus may have actually
been born in the month of September, and
others are happy with sticking to the De-
cember date. I don’t claim to know the exact
date for sure, but whatever day God sent His
own Son “in the likeness of sinful flesh” for
us, I’'m sure happy that He did.

John 3:16, which I’ll talk about in a moment, is perhaps the most well-known
“3:16” verse in the Bible, because it tells us WHY Jesus came into the world. Out
of curiosity, or maybe just because God put the thought in my head, I spent a full
day looking up all the other “3:16” verses in the Bible when writing this story.
Like John 3:16, many of them tell us quite a bit about God.

2 Timothy 3:16 says “All scripture is given by inspiration of God...”. While
men wrote the words of the Bible, this verse establishes ALL words found in

Norris Dudley, on the left, Pastor
of Stallings Dr. Baptist Church, is
pictured with church member Todd
Stallings.
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Advanced
Answering
Solutions

3 Generations of Safe,
Dependable Service

by Terri Lacher, Staff Writer
talacher @sbcglobal.net

Kara Wilson, owner and
president of Advanced An-
swering Solutions has been
providing trusted answering
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C L Answering Solutions
area including Dallas, and all

of DFW, Austin, Houston, Longview, Waco, Nacogdoches and the surrounding
areas across the state, and much more since 1989. Born and raised in Nacogdo-
ches, Kara is the third generation to continue a family-owned business which
began in McKinney, Texas, with her grandmother. She grew up as a young child
with memories of a multiline phone and switchboard and typewriters, and a lazy-
Susan effect of the answering equipment. Her mother continued the business
until 2018, when at that time, Kara took over the company’s operation. Today,
Advanced Answering Solutions uses the state-of-the-art equipment and highly
trained communication specialists, with the capacity to offer over 350 languages
in translation services.

“I love providing a service that helps people in all walks of life. Because our
answering service is custom built by each client, we are able to provide service
for any company in every area. This allows us as a company to interact with
many different individuals and their various needs. Throughout my 20+ years
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Lehmann Eye Center

9236-569-8278



Page 2 December 2025

GIFT

scripture are approved of by God and ultimately come from God one way or an-
other. Other verses teach us how God continues to preserve His words perfectly
to this day such as “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the WORD OF
OUR GOD shall stand for ever.” Perhaps the strongest declaration about His
words come directly from the mouth of Jesus when He said “Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”

1 Timothy 3:16 in the 1611 Authorized Version of the King James Bible,
the only English version I believe, does not strip Jesus of His deity and makes it
crystal clear exactly WHO Jesus is: “...God was manifest in the flesh....” .

The Bible reveals that God is made up of 3 persons known as the Godhead,
with God the Father as the first person, Jesus, the Son of God as the second, and
the Holy Spirit as the third. John 3:16 is about the first and second persons of the
Godhead, and it is well-known because it’s the most encouraging message ever
given to mankind: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”

1 Corinthians 3:16 tells us a little about the third person of the Godhead, the
Holy Spirit, Who comes to live within those who believe on Jesus for salvation
during the Church Age which we’re living in right now. When the Apostle Paul is
speaking to believers and says “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”, he is speaking about the Holy Spirit.

After thousands of years of negotiations and one new law after another, man
has been unable to sustain any kind of lasting peace on this Earth and wars con-
tinue to rage on to this day. While God is perfect Love, Joel 3:16 is a verse that
should be of great concern to anyone who reads it, as it says “The Lord also
shall roar out of Zion ... and the heavens and the earth shall shake...”. You
don’t want to be on the receiving end of this when it happens, and you don’t
have to be, because it’s not going to be a good day for a lot of people. Joel 3:16
is about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and He’s not returning as a sweet
baby again when He comes back. He’s returning as a King. There are 10 times as
many verses in the Bible about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ than His birth,
and it’s going to be the event of all events, The world has never seen such a day
as this one. The last prayer in the Bible is not for men to establish world peace.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” is that last prayer, and it’s about when Jesus will be
returning to make war. He alone will bring justice, peace, and restoration to the
world, unlike we see today where man has failed.

Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Jesus claimed to be God
when He referred to Himself as I AM. This is what led to Him being cruci-
fied. I AM is first mentioned in Exodus 3 when God is talking to Moses and
reveals that His name is I
AM. When Jesus connected
Himself with this name in
the Gospel According to St.
John, it enraged those who
heard it so much that they
picked up stones to throw
at Him. Right after God re-
vealed His name as I AM to
Moses, we come to Exodus
3:16 where God gives Mo-
ses even further clarifica- L
tion of Who He is. God tells
Moses to tell the Elders of
Israel that “The Lord God
of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob....” is Who has appear-
ed to Moses.

Jesus is the second person of the Godhead, the Son of God. Just as His claim
to be God was exclusive when He called Himself I AM, His plan for everyone
today is as exclusive as it gets. When Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me,” He meant that He is the ONLY
way to Heaven, and He still means that today.

Many world religions are based on some type of goodness scale where peo-
ple believe they’ll go to Heaven based on whether their good deeds outweigh
their bad ones. When rightly divided, the Bible just does not teach this for us
today. Professing Christians can even get mixed up on this when they don’t pay
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Stallings and Dudley view Exodus Chapter 3 from an
original 1st edition King James Bible leaf printed in
London, England in 1611. Stallings obtained the page
several years ago when specialty items were sold
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the Authorized
Version.

Continued at top of page 3
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= =\ As the longest accredited private school
(PK-3 - 5th grade) in Nacogdoches,
CES offers a highly enriched,
developmentally appropriate
education. Our students go
g2 o on to excel in high school
@ and college, consistently
graduating at the top of
their classes. Small class
sizes and flexibility of a
private school education
allows us to foster each
§  Child’s individual gifts.

~ Once Again, Voted
The Best of Nacogdoches
Private School

A Nacogdoches Tradition since 1948
Serving children in PK-3 through Grade 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

SAIN 5

LOVE GOD+LOVE ONE ANOTHER
1428 N. MOUND ST. (936) 564-0621 WWW.CES-NAC.ORG

Christ Episcopal School does not discriminate in regard to race, religion, color, sex, or national origin.

= HEALTH
INSURANCE

ENROLLMENT CENTER
For Ages 0 -100

NEW TOIMEDICARE?

Blue Cross Blue Shield,
United Healthcare,
Aetna, AFLAC, Cigna,
Humana, Allstate &
many others

Already have Medicare?
Big CHANGES Are Coming!

CALL ME NOW!
For Appt Call or Text 936-559-1400 or

Jim Roberts: Agent
and Certified Medicare
Plans Specialist

Email HIEC.ETX@GMAIL.COM
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attention to who different books of the Bible are written to, even within the New
Testament.

God has clearly let us know that His gift of salvation is free and you cannot
earn it through good works, by giving to charity, by feeding the poor, or by any
other way during this Church age that we’re living in today. When Jesus said “It
is finished” on the cross, it meant He did all the work. Salvation from your sins
and from having to spend eternity in a lake of fire is a gift that has already been
paid for in full. To try to add to that would suggest Jesus didn’t do enough to fin-
ish the job of paying for all the sins of the world when he died on the cross. When
Jesus said “It is finished,” that’s exactly what He meant. There’s nothing you and
I can do to add to what He’s already accomplished and completed.

Jesus is the only person in history to ever live a perfectly sinless life and
that’s why He is the only acceptable sacrifice God the Father accepts as good
enough to pay for your sins and my sins. The Bible says that “all our righteous-
ness are as filthy rags” in the sight of God. We cannot be good enough for God
to accept no matter what we do. We need a substitute. We need Someone to step
in for us and do what we cannot. That Someone is Jesus.

The Gospel message is “that Christ died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day.” The Bible
teaches “ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God” and that “the
wages of sin is death; but the GIFT of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” So, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.” “For WHOSOEVER shall call upon the name of the
Lord SHALL BE SAVED.” Amen!

Salvation comes from you realizing and admitting you’re a lost sinner to
God, and from you believing that gospel message above and that Jesus is in fact
the Son of God. Salvation comes from you believing that what Jesus did for you
on the cross is the only acceptable thing that will pay for your sins. You must trust
Jesus completely. Jesus is alive today, because He rose again from the dead and
defeated death and Hell.

You MAY humbly come to Him TODAY as you are, no matter how bad
you may think that you are, and HE WILL SAVE YOU if you are honest and
repentant about what you are and if you will BELIEVE Him and trust Him. He’ll
help you with cleaning up your problems later. TODAY is the day of salvation.
You may not be here tomorrow and then it will be too late. You MAY pray to
God right where you are without the help of anyone else and you need to confess
to Him that you are a sinner in the best way you know how. Tell Him that you
believe what Jesus did for you is what paid for all your sins and that you would
like to receive His free gift of salvation. If you mean it, YOU WILL receive that
gift. The shed blood of Jesus is what washes our sins away, and God will cleanse
you of all your sins forever. It” a one-time deal you don’t have to keep repeating
as the Holy Spirit will come to live within you, help you, and seal you until your
day of redemption. In the Bible, Jesus says “I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”

TODAY is the day to receive this free gift from Him.

Jesus lives today and calls for ALL to believe on Him and be saved. Jesus
paid it all. The window to get in on salvation during this Church age is closing
quickly. We don’t know when the last day will be, but it’s speeding towards us
like a bullet. Choose to receive the best gift you can receive this December, the
free gift from God of salvation. The gift of an eternity in Heaven with the Lord
with no more sorrow and no more pain.

Whether you were just recently saved or you’ve been out of Church and
know God is calling you back, fortunately there are some good Bible Believing
Churches in this area that can help you to grow in your walk with the Lord. I
personally attend Stallings Dr. Baptist Church in Nacogdoches at 10:30 am on
Sunday mornings at 728 SE Stallings Dr. There are also some wonderful people
I know over at Heritage Baptist Church in Lufkin if you live in that area and they
meet at 10:45 am at 1910 S John Redditt Dr.

Stallings Dr. Baptist Church in Nacogdoches (top)
and Heritage Baptist Church in Lufkin (below) are
two of the few remaining churches in this area that

exclusively use the King James Bible.
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Cataract, Glaucoma(sRetina
CONSULTANTS OF EAST TEXAS

Medical Arts Surgery Center | Benchmark Optical
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Nacogdoches’ only full-service

eye clinic, surgery center and optical
boutique staffed by board-certified,
fellowship-trained Ophthalmologists
and Opticians.

General Eye Care

Laser Cataract Surgery

Glaucoma Management & Surgery
Retina Management

Dry Eye Center Of Excellence
Optical Lab & Shop

SHANNON L. SMITH, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Fellowship-Trained Glaucoma Specialist

3302 N.E. Stallings Drive . Nacogdoches

936.564.3600 | 877.810.3937 | EyesofTexas.us | @ cgreetx
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with the answering service I have had the pleasure of helping a young mother
worried about her newborn baby, to a couple whose home was flooded and ev-
erything in between,” Kara said.

As a mother of five, with four still at home, Kara has learned that balance and
patience is very important. Her amazing team of fifteen employees are trained
and equipped to handle the day-to-day operations, allowing her to have a more
flexible schedule, balancing work and home. This, coupled with “a lot of prayers
to my Savior, Jesus” has helped the business to be successful.

The communication specialists at Advanced Answering Solutions are com-
mitted to helping Texas business grow and thrive. They provide phone answer-
ing services for many kinds of
businesses in Texas, includ-
ing all medical professional
services, government entities, |
HVAC contractors, tree care
specialists, roofers, plumbers,
electricians, home builders,
pest control, oil field services,
private detectives, sign design
companies, interior design
firms, resorts, apartment com-
plexes, law firms, insurance
companies, churches, non-
profit companies, horse-drawn carriage tour companies, and more.

With the help of the 24/7 Advanced Answering Solutions answering service,
companies can rely on the personal and professional communications specialists
to take messages and forward calls any time of the day or night. They maintain a
HIPA A-compliant medical answering service to clients in Dallas and all of DFW,
Austin, Houston, Longview, Waco, Nacogdoches and the surrounding areas, and
much more. This allows their clients to feel at ease knowing that their personal
information is safe and secure with a company they can put their trust in.

As President and independent owner of the U.S. based company, Advanced
Answering Solutions, Kara Wilson is confident that her company will continue to
grow offering services to all of the East Texas area and beyond.

To learn more about the varied services provided by Advanced Answering
Solutions, you may call them at (877) 495-9625 or contact them through their
Facebook page at Advanced Answering Solutions. You may also visit their web-
site at advancedansweringsolutions.com and submit a service request.

CUSTOM SMOKED TURKEY ..................$85.00
Average Weight 13 Ibs

TURKEY BREAST .........cccceeveeeereeeenneee.. $13.99/LB
Boneless, Smoked. Whole or Half Only. Average Weight 9 Ibs

FRIED TURKEY ..c.iaiensicnssvsssisssansussonssss® 50,00
You provide the turkey! 15 Ib Max Call for drop-off/pick-up info!

SPIRAL HAM ........'...'..................'.....se.gglLB
Whole Only. Average Weight 13 Ibs

CHEESE BALLS .......cccconensenssnssnessenssnsensess$ 13.00

1 Ib. each. Regular or Jalapeno

DRESSING & GRAVY 7 LB Tray...........$55.00

Pint....ccccccceeee..$11.95
HOMEMADERPIES ...........coovereeeerecnrereeneens935.00

Pecan/Pumpkin/Deep Dish Apple/Coconut/Chocolate Cream
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Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Tax Season, Simplified - We handle every return:
from simple W-2s to complex corporate filings.

Maximize deductions - Find every credit you
qualify for.

Smart year-end moves - Time income, expenses,
and investments to cut liability.

Future-proof finances — Prep next year’s taxes so
you can focus on growth.

Turn tax time into a strategic advantage.

Robert W King lli
CPAPLLC

682-267-3350

www.king3cpa.com

DISTILLERY

Downtown Nacogdoches 403 East Hospital Street

TASTING ROOM HOURS
Wed-Thurs 2:00-9:00 pm; Fri-Sat 2:00-10:00 pm

The Catfish Junction

1310 Hwy 147 S < Broaddus, TX

936.465.3552

HOURS
Fri 11:00-9:00 e
Sat 11:00-9:00 &

Sun 11:00-4:00 ’ W

Danny & Eve Wall
invite you!

q,




Page 5 December 2025

1ff ,]ﬁ'? g f A Save a
A\Y/ sleigh-load
_ of cash with
$250 off your first month's rent!

Forget bout stuffing your stocking; we're stuffing your pockets with savings!
We are making this exceptional seasonal offer in the “Nick” of time during
the holiday crunch, but call today because unlike fruitcake it won't last long
and availability is limited.

Discover The Arbor’s incredible expertise in all aspects of assisted living
and dementia care. We are leaders in the Alzheimer’s and memory care
community with an experienced and caring

staff of caregivers ready to serve.

The ¢%#
Your loved ones will receive the exceptional rbor

care and respect they deserve while they

ASSISTED LIVING

make friends and flourish. Join our delightful MEMORY CARE
community and enjoy ifs activities, amenities, Caqll today for more information
and carefree lifestyle. Call today for more or to schedule a tour
information or to schedule a tour. 036.560.1272
*Offer good through December 31, 2025. Limited to availability. TheArbor-AlL.com

3002 Westward Dr. | Nacogdoches, Texas 75964

License #140533
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KERRY VAUGHT AGENCY

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Kerry Vaught
2710 North St
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Office: (936) 569-6156
kvaught@farmersagent.com

Auto, Home, Life, Commercial, Watercraft, ATV, and more!
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Millard’s Crossing

News and Calendar

Good day readers,

Christmas is right around the corner, I am hoping you each have great plans
for the holiday. December is also the time for Millard’s Crossing Old Fashioned
Christmas event. We will be hosting this event on December 13, 2025, from
1-9pm. Santa, cookies, hot coco, sponsored by Nacogdoches Junior Forum, pet-
ting zoo, pony, train, hayrides, crafts,
vendors, music by the Looking Grass Re-
vival and The Heart of the Pines, starting
at 4:00pm.

Thank you to our sponsors: Tipton
Ford,CBTX, Johnson Furniture,Brook-
shire Bros, Appleby Sand Road Animal
Clinic, Linda Morgan Unique Interiors,
Nacogdoches Junior Forum, ServePro,
Gregg Nichols, Edward Jones, Cadence
Bank, Buchanan Wealth Management
LLC. and Around the Town. I am sure |
left someone off this list; please know we
are grateful to you as well.

We have three garden clubs that usu-
ally come about two weeks before the
Christmas event, bringing the sights and
smells of old-fashioned Christmas into
select buildings. They come in with arms full of fresh cut greenery, oranges and
cloves, pinecones and so much more. Huge thank you for the years of doing this.
4 Seasons, decorating the Millard Lee, Flora, decorating the School House, and
Pines, decorating the Dog Trot.

BIG Shout out to one of our board members, Linda Morgan Unique
Interiors, for sharing your talent with Millard’s Crossing this year by deco-
rating the village for Christmas. Thank you to you and your team for all the
hard work. Looks great.

Thank you to my staff and volunteers for decorating some of the inside of the
buildings. Helping with the event and so much more. I have the best team!!!

Our Old-fashioned Christmas serves as one of our main fundraisers and helps
Millard’s Crossing maintain the operation of the village. To anyone that has come
to one of our three main events (Easter, Halloween, or Christmas), THANK YOU
for your support.

Don’t forget the Old-Fashioned Christmas event on December 13, 2025,
Time 1-9pm.

If you would like to volunteer, sponsor an event, or donate to Millard’s Cross-
ing please call the office and someone will be able to help you out. 936-564-6631

Please feel free to stop by and have a cup of coffee or cold drink with us.

Millard’s Crossing would like to extend a warm Merry Christmas to you and
yours!

Best Regards,
Grace Handler-Welch
Executive Director

The Mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is to portray the spirit and
ingenuity of pioneer settlements in East Texas and to connect present generations
to those of the past.

SHARON ROBERTS

FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758

540 State Park Road 56
Livingston, Texas 77351
936.563.2WIN
NASKILA.COM
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 13, & 20 | 7PM-10PM
Every 10 minutes, one lucky winner will play for up to

$2,500 in FreePlay. At 10:30 PM, one final winner will
be gifted a $1,000 Gallery Furniture Gift Certificate and
an autographed gift from Mattress Mack!

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 27 |”7 Ehi 9 PM

?“ f[‘ |'“ ”"\Lr'v | ’§\L‘5 - 'fﬂu .Lr‘ -";ﬁ ’LJ |“ .‘hJ;

Ten flnallsts will choose a key to unlock Macks Cash.

If the lock doesn't open, you're still awinner — choose

your gift to reveal your FreePlay and Gallery Furniture
Gift Certificate!

;Mi‘é ‘“ﬂ l

G:

GALLERY FURNITURE

THE
LUCKIEST
SPOT IN
TEXAS.

NASKILA

CASINO

Visit Naskila.com/promotions or see Players' Club for details.
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CHRISTMAS DAY SPECIAL

Thursday, December 25, 2025
11TAM-11PM

$29°% Prime Rib
*Additional 5-50% tier discounts may apply

Slow roasted 12 oz. herb sea-salted prime rib,
served with roasted carrots, homemade creamy
mashed potatoes, and authentic au jus

NEW YEAR'S DAY SPECIAL

A |
Thursday, January 1, 2026 s- .
11AM-11PM ‘

$29% Prime Rib
*Additional 5-50% tier discounts may apply

» Slow roasted 12 oz. herb sea-salted prime rib,
= served with roasted carrots, authentic au jus, and
"« 3 choice between homemade creamy mashed
! ~ potatoes or black-eyed peas

$2 BUCK BREAKFAST

Monday - Thursday
6 AM-10AM

Three eggs, two pancakes, bacon or sausage,
coffee or juice

STEAK NIGHT

Wednesdays
4PM-10PM

12 oz. ribeye with two sides

$19%° with Players' Card

$28 without card

MID-WEEK SPECIAL

Thursdays
4PM-11PM

Buy one entrée, get 2nd entrée of equal or lesser
value 50% off

SURF AND TURF
Fridays
4PM-11PM

6 oz. grilled ribeye, 5 oz. cold-water lobster tail,
homemade creamy scalloped potatoes with fresh
steamed asparagus

$34% with Players’ Card

$42 without card

5 $ 540 State Park Road 56
Livingston, Texas 77351

NASKILA 9365632WIN

CASINO NASKILA.COM

Dining and tier discounts are available to Players' Club members only. Must be 21+
to join. See Players' Club for details. Dine-in only. While supplies last. Not valid with
other offers. Management reserves all rights.

Venture Not

by Jim Garrett

Of the various poems and allego-
ries that I have written, what follows
is one of my personal favorites. As
indicated in the November issue, the
poem Venture Not was written to a yet
to be born son that I believed some-
day I would have. Although that was
the case, he showed minimal interest
in what 1 have written. Mary Beth’s
and my grandson, Daniel, on the other
hand, personally showed considerable 314/, Berh and Jim Garrett
interest in the verse which I am pleased
to share:

Venture Not
Venture not too far into the sea, my son,
Venture not too far -
For waves and storms and currents strong
Will take you from where you are.
“Venture not...”, [ say and yet recall
Those years which have gone by
When steps I took along that sand
Which you now occupy.
“Venture not...” and yet the sound
Is diminished by the roar;
The sea is big - and still I call;
The sea is loud; it beacons more.
Yes, for every young man there comes a time
To stand and watch the tide -
A time to think, a time to wait,
A time to act or to decide.
Is it better to leave the beach
Since the sand be washed away?
Is it better to follow the tide
In fun and games and play?
This is the way it always was -
And ever more shall be;
A choice we have: to stay on the beach
Or drift on out to sea.
Venture not too far into the sea, my son -
Venture not too far -
For waves and storms and currents strong
Will take you from where you are.

And, as I conclude this poem, so am I concluding my series of articles in
Around the Town. It was a little over three years ago that Publisher David Stall-
ings was present in a Sunday School class in which I substituted for the regular
teacher. I told some stories and had some light-hearted illustrations to make my
points. A couple of weeks later, David asked if I had other stories - to which I
answered in the affirmative. He then asked if I would give him a copy of the type
of article I might write.

That night I sat down and as I wrote, the words flowed freely and easily.
Very shortly I had a couple of introductory articles as well as individual articles
on chickens, pigs, and snakes! Apparently, David was OK with what I had writ-
ten and my first endeavor was published in the July 2022 edition of this paper.
NEVER could I have ever imagined that a retired chemistry professor would be
afforded the opportunity to share his family and friends with the readership of
East Texas. During my tenure at Around the Town, David Stallings has been a
constant encourager. I have really been impressed with James Aston who lays out
the newspaper’s graphics. What a marvelous job he has done with our articles!!
Finally, a big thank you to those of you who have read these writings and offered
positive words of affirmation which have been so appreciated. Now it is time to
move on. And so, Mary Beth, my love and my proofreader, and I leave you with
the following admonition:

Venture not too far into the sea, Dear Readers -
Venture not too far -
For waves and storms and currents strong
Will take you from where you are.
JG & MBG

Jim and Mary Beth, thanks so much for sharing your stories with us over
the years. They have been a real joy to read. Best of luck to you both.
— Staff of Around the Town
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Foundation Co.

FOUNDATION SPECIALIST

Locally Serving

Owned & -Slab, PIBI’_—&-B_Gﬂm East Texas
Operated -Foam Injection Since 1976
-Rotting Floor Replacement

Call James For Your FREE Estimate

936.238.5604 or 1.800.201.7149

www.ritewayfoundation.com

Redeemer Lutheran

Church Presents DELLIR’ CHRISTMAS STORE
tBe ..and TREES (Since 1982)

“J ourn ey to 3 j_ t Indoor and Outdoor Lights,

99 - g Py all Colors and Lengths for
—_ A ¥ 1A trees, yards and houses.
Be':hlehem A A2 } Old Fashion bulbs or

(/PN ey o0 LED in C-7, C-9 and

Drive-Thru Living ool Liiature size.

o o o For professional light installers or do it yourself
N athlty E Xp erlen c e mstallgrs, we have all the suppllgs you need for_
perfect lighting. Reels of socket wire, LED bulbs in
all colors, roof, ridge and magnetic clips.
Redeemer Lutheran Church invites the community to experience the wonder Lighted wreaths and garlands, ornaments include
of Christmas in a truly special way at its “Journey to Bethlehem” Drive-Thru hunting, fishing, rodeo, chickens, motorcycles,
Living Nativity on Friday, December 5th, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at 2306 nurses, handy man and many others.
Appleby Sand Road in Nacogdoches.

This unforgettable and unique drive-thru Christmas experience allows
families to travel through a series of live scenes depicting the story of Jesus’s

Small nativity figures and mangers.
Rocks and minerals, Metal and wooden signs.

birth. From angel visits to the decree of Caesar Augustus to the peaceful manger Fraser firs and choose and cut tree farm )
in Bethlehem, guests will witness the story come to life — all from the comfort ~|§ S Custom ﬂockmg 23 -: -
of their own vehicles. The event is free and open to the public, offering a safe  [FESEEE"

and family-friendly way to celebrate the season and reflect on the true meaning 9 36-598-8417 - 1866 Hwy 7E

of Christmas. Center, TX 75935  Mon.-Sat. 9 - 5:30 * Sun. 1-4

Event Details: Browsers Welcome - Business is for .mfe, but is not closed
* What: Journey to Bethlehem — Drive-Thru Living Nativity
* When: Friday, December 5th, 6:00-8:00 PM
* Where: Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2306 Appleby Sand Rd,
Nacogdoches, TX
e Cost: Free!
* Weather permitting

For more information, contact
Pastor John Cain at Redeemer Lu-
theran Church at 936-564-6729
or visit www.facebook.com/
RedeemerLutheranNacogdoches.

Come and make this Christmas

Loblolly Properties, Lic

A REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRM

- 1is Ch o D ik ® gt (936) 305 - 5500
on memorable with a journey e, -
you’ll never forget — a journey to Loblol |yNaC.C0m 0@

Bethlehem!
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HAMS
CHEESEBALLS
& MORE!

’:;s:;;rg‘r’

I

303 NORTH STREET - NACIJGDIJCHES TEXAS -
936 560-1137 - WWW.BUTCHERBOYSNAC.COM

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!

If your church, service organization or non-profit has an
upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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Wilson Jonathan Bella Jaime Abby

Charles

Gay
E. Pool Pool Middlebrook Roach Hinze Dunn Cuevas Anderson Taylor
Broker President Associafe Broker Associate Broker REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®

936-564-2622  936-569-4779  936-558-8711  936-615-9221 936-234-2565  713-319-4467  936-371-2020 936-679-3380  936-645-7693

Hablo espaiol. Hablo espanol. ‘ l I ‘ i

Liz Gerry Mitch Amber Keith Joey

Cindy Jimmie Lynn
Millard John Cardenas Milo Bell Jolley Millard Greer
REALTOR® REALTOR* REALTOR*® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®

936-462-3689  903-721-7355  936-645-8950 210-962-1841  936-615-9944  713-851-3136  936-305-1491  936-559-3628  409-920-1850

Charles Pool
REAL ESTATE nc.

936-564-2622 + 3505 North Street « cpre.com B wis
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ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE

Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Welcome Veterans
Equal Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting the
quality of life for all residents!

93191-I§u§tﬂli;grge1o § EI & 936'564'2634

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 JI ¢ 4729 NE Stallings Dr. T Orrical
Kathy@indmanor.com Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

Casa
Morales

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

“Best in Mexican Dinners From Juanita’s Kitchen”

Smokehouse &
Custom Deer Processing

Cold Storage
Custom Sausage Made & Smoked To Order

PORK ¢ BEEF ¢ DEER

936-598-4781
CENTER, TEXAS

936-634-6811
1001 S. FIRST ST. « LUFKIN, TEXAS
CasaMorales1.com
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ALAMO
REALTY

936-564-1818 « 3227 North Street

http://www.alamonac.com e-mail: alamonac@yahoo.com

k. e \ '. _:- v 4
David Yates Barbara Gandy Diane McLain Melissa Griner Noemi Cordero-Garcia Sandy Krieg
Broker/Owner Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Broker/Owner

936-554-2194 936-569-3251 936-462-3904 936-553-1686 936-715-7452 936-552-6227
“Hablo Espanol”

You Dream — We Deliver”
RESIDENTIAL « FARMS « LAND « COMMERCIAL

* * k
ST E P H E N R EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE
A HISTORY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
FAIR AND IMPARTIAL
vv A L K E R Over 20 years ago, I began representing individuals and
businesses in East Texas and across our great State. I have

practiced in every area of law that comes before the District
Court and have tried cases to a verdict, including many in
Angelina County. I am familiar with our courtrooms and the
proud citizens that serve as our jurors. I feel these experiences
have well prepared me for this position. I humbly ask for your
vote to serve as 217th Judicial District Court Judge.

* Kk

% FOR 217th DISTRICT JUDGE * (o

-

REPUBLICAN WITH 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE

STATE BAR OF TEXAS + ANGELINA COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION

OVER 2,000 HOURS OF PRO BONO WORK AND
VOLUNTEER TIME

LUFKIN HOST LIONS CLUB - LEADERSHIP LUFKIN
BOARD PRESIDENT OF CASA OF THE PINES

PRESIDENT’S AWARD OF MERIT,
TEXAS YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

EARLY VOTING: Feb. 17-27

Pol. Ad. Pd. for by Stephen Walker for District Judge Campaign, Michelle Briley, Treasurer. ELECTION DAY: TUQSday, March 3

SUBURBAN SELF STORAGE sl
9562 US Hwy 259 936.569.6911

Also on Facebook

3 Miles North of Medical Center
Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20 FAST LUBE Behlgggdsms:ltﬁne

FOR LEASE Pennzoil * Castrol * Mobil 1
2424 North Pecan Street Schaeffer Lubricants * B G Products
Nice Office Suites Radiator Flushes * Power Steering

Flushes * Front & Rear Differential
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: S '
OFFICE: 936.564.3606 bt i oot AN

TEXT: 936.552.1983 Ladies 5% off on Tues
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Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

936-560-2188

14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx
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S CHAMBER OF COMMPRCT (9

ACCREDITED,

- S

by Kelly Augustine
I0OM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber
of Commerce

We Mean Business
When We Say
Merry Christmas!

‘Tis the season for making memories, enjoying the company of family and
friends, and purchasing gifts, food, decorations, party supplies, clothing, and
much, much, more!

For years, The Chamber and others in Nacogdoches have shouted the ben-
efits of shopping locally, and we won’t stop now. Whether you believe it or not,
when you spend your money in Nacogdoches County, you are making a signifi-
cant economic impact.

When you do business with your neighbors, you are:

¢ Strengthening Our Local Economy

Every purchase made in a hometown shop keeps more dollars circulat-
ing right here in Nacogdoches. Local spending supports local paychecks,
which supports local families — creating a positive ripple effect across
the entire county.

¢ Supporting the Businesses That Support Us

Whether small business, large business, big box store or chain, our locals
donate to school programs, sponsor community events, and show up for
Nacogdoches year-round. Holiday shopping is a chance to return that sup-
port and help them thrive.

¢ Preserving the Character of the Oldest Town in Texas

Local shops reflect the personality, history, and charm you can only find
in Nacogdoches. Choosing local helps maintain the one-of-a-kind places
that make our community special.

¢ Creating Jobs and Opportunities

From seasonal hiring to long-term growth, strong holiday sales help busi-
nesses expand and create more jobs for local residents — including stu-
dents, graduates, and families who want to build a future here.

¢ Building a Stronger Community

Holiday shopping locally fosters connection. You meet neighbors, dis-
cover new businesses, products and services, and enjoy the welcoming
“Nacogdoches” spirit that defines our County. Every purchase helps build
a thriving community where we are proud to call home.

Those are just a few of the behind-the-scenes actions happening when you
tap that card, write that check, or hand over the bucks to businesses in Nacogdo-
ches. The Chamber appreciates all who make the effort to shop local and support
our thriving business environment.

Merry Christmas to all!

December 2025

Come on by or
give us a call today.
You'll be glad you did!

Commercial Bank of Texas offers an array of mortgage
options, from secondary market to in-house products
— all backed by the latest tools and technology, and
friendly, old-fashioned customer service from neighbors
who care. Our community is at the heart of everything
we do. That's Banking Texas Style!

FULL-SERVICE
MORTGAGE LENDING

% FAST PREAPPROVALS
% COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY
% STRESS-FREE CLOSINGS

Callie Collins

VP Mortgage Lender
936-715-4116
callie@cbtx.com

NMLS #1175891

Main Banking Center % 215 E. Main St. % 936-715-4100

= CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.A”
800-723-7601 % www.cbtx.com
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VOTED 20 YEARS IN
A ROW FOR BEST
PLACE TO BUY A M/H!
COME FIND OUT WHY!

# 4380 - 2022-Salem SBTZZRBHL
4324 - 2022-Shasta Oasis 26BH ..
4348 - 2022-StSOLDssis SST25RB .................... $25,850.00
4377 - 2022-Shasta Oasis SST25RS .....cccccvrernrnnes $27,500.00

...$29,500.00

2023-Shasta SST21CK......c..ccvceriininiainrians $21,900.00
921-CISOLB ETARK L s coiansen s $19,000.00

WE MOVE
MOBILE HOME

& BV “travel Center
WINTER GL.SE.'T SALE

New
$20,900.00 Doublewides

WE

4370 - 2022-Sierra SEF3440BH..............coooonnne.....$52,500.00
4361 - 2022-Sierra SEF39BARK ...........ooonene......$63,500.00 BUY
4342 - 2022-Winnebago MM1808HFBS................. $20,900.00 UUSED STK# 4491
- 2022-Winnebago MM2108DS..................... $24,500.00 MOBILE N2026 Cavco
- 2022-Winnebago Voyage V2427RB .......... $32,500.00 3BR/2BA
2023-Salem SBT25RBHL ...............ooomomrn $34,500.00 HOMES! 26'8” x 60’
2023-Shasta SST25FK ........ueerererevrosmens $28,500.00 $94,140.98

Sherry Hopson, RMLO
NMLS# 2529191

$1,000 OFF
m Used STK# 4384 - 2023- Fleetwood Pure Home 16’)(76’ .........
Singlewides STK# 4472 - 2025-Fleetwood Landmark 16'x76"........... -
SELECTION STK# 4475 - 2024-Fleetwood Landmark 16'X76"...........
OF IN-STOCK $2,000 OFF s7TK# 4483 - 2025 Cavco 2BR/2BA 16°X56.........vome oo
Dougls:& dos  STK# 4473 - 2025 Cavco 3BRI2BA 16'X76" urrmrseni
! m STK# 4384 excluded from all promotional discounts.
$3,000 OFF

STK# 4393 - 2023-Fleetwood Berkshire 32°x48°.... L
STK# 4392 - 2023-Fleetwood Berkshire 32'x56’..........5108, 2 :
STKi# 4474 - 2025-Fleetwood Pure 28'x48’ ......... $95 :

STK# 4392 & 4393 excluded from all promotiona! dis cou

..$109,3

3007 N. Medford Drive - Lufkin’s NW

936-632-8414 - 1-800-324-05698

Ask for Freddie, Glynn, Andrew, Amanda or Sherry

Reese Earns
Menopause
Society Certified
Practitioner
Credentials

Nacogdoches Women’s Center is proud to announce that Kristin Reese, RN,
FNP-C, is a fully credentialed Menopause Society Certified Practitioner (MSCP).
As a clinician with expertise in managing menopause, Kristin is now equipped
with the most up-to-date knowledge on hormone therapy, lifestyle interventions,
and symptom management strategies tailored specifically for women in peri-
menopause, menopause, and post menopause.

“After years caring for women in various stages of their reproductive lives, |
decided to pursue my MSCP designation to become better informed on evidence-
based treatment options for women in perimenopause and menopause,” she said.
“This timeframe can be a frustrating and difficult transition for many women, and
my goal is to help them feel their best!”

This certification from the preeminent menopause organization is not only
a personal milestone for Kristin, but also a meaningful advancement for Nacog-
doches Women'’s Center. While menopause is a natural transition, the symptoms
can be potentially confusing and have an adverse impact on women’s daily lives.
With this certification, Kristin can offer NWC patients an elevated standard of
care that helps them feel heard and empowered in their health journey.

As the definitive, evidence-based resource for healthcare professionals, re-
searchers, the media and the public, the Menopause Society leads the conver-
sation about improving women’s health and healthcare experiences during the
menopause transition and beyond. MSCPs are healthcare providers with a special
interest in menopause care and are credentialed after taking a certification exam
on the most current data on menopause care and treatment. Information about
menopause and perimenopause evolves rapidly, so seeing someone who is up to
date on the most current evidence will give you the best chance of having effec-
tive treatment.

Nacogdoches Women’s Center provides preventive, diagnostic and therapeu-
tic women’s health and wellness care and comprehensive treatment from ado-
lescence through post-menopause. Providers deliver care using evidence-based
practices and meet individual patient needs in a comfortable, efficient, and inde-
pendent medical office environment.

Nacogdoches Women’s Center is located at 4710 N.E. Stallings Dr. in Na-
cogdoches. To schedule an appointment, call 936-560-2666.

ADOPT A IAMILY FOR

H]{@SLMAS

Share the meaic of Cheistuaz! Bring foy and holiday cheer ta
sureivars af family vielenco and soswal aszanll, {;r]rfs wirdar the free
Chetstinas morming give hope dueing the rwsfcﬁfﬁmf-‘ timres,

.'l.dnpl a f..m:il_-; E::r 'ﬂ:urea].';_-r, Deconlior 4

Deliver wwrappred gifts by Thureday, Decemler 11

To .ﬂ{l:::p[ a F;l.:uil}-' or
for queations contact:

Family Crisis Center

kencofun.com 5231 uth St. Nacogdoches, TX
936.569. 0785
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Walker Announces
Candidacy for the
217th District Court

of Angelina County

Stephen Walker, Angelina County res-
ident, experienced attorney and long-time
community volunteer, has announced his
candidacy to serve as district judge for the
217th District Court of Angelina County.
Walker will seek the Republican nomina-
tion in the 2026 Republican Primary.

“As district judge, 1 will bring my
diverse and formidable legal experience,
coupled with an unwavering commitment
to the impartiality of justice, to create a
responsive, efficient and effective rela-
tionship between our courthouse and the
people of Angelina County. I will treat ev-
eryone fairly and with respect, to ensure that the Constitution and the laws of the
great state of Texas are served honestly and without bias.”

With over 23 years of legal experience, leadership, and public service, Walk-
er brings a rich mix of both technical knowledge and practical experience to the
position. His campaign will focus on legal qualifications and experience, ethical
standards, and an understanding of the matters important to Angelina County.

Walker’s advanced educational background is broad and extensive, combin-
ing his passion for business and the law. Working and putting himself through
school, he graduated with degrees in Finance and Spanish from the University
of Texas at Austin. He then went on to receive an MBA in Finance from Baylor
University and a law degree from St. Mary’s University School of Law in San
Antonio. No stranger to leadership positions, Walker was elected and served as
student body president of both his MBA program at Baylor and his law school
program at St. Mary’s.

Before taking the Texas Bar Exam, Walker served as a judicial intern for a
federal judge, and a legislative aide and staff counsel in the Texas Legislature.
After passing the bar exam on the first attempt, Walker focused on getting experi-
ence in the courtroom.

“I was fortunate to be trained by great attorneys that believed a real trial
lawyer should be able to grab a file and try a case to a verdict anytime and any-
where—no matter the complexity or subject matter.”

In more than 20 years of experience working for law firms, Walker has liti-
gated cases all over Texas representing the rights of individuals and companies
on a wide variety of disputes. The breadth of the cases he has handled in his
career is remarkable, which includes such diverse matters as serving as lead at-
torney on an oil field helicopter crash off the coast of Africa, judicially foreclos-
ing on the first biomass powerplant in Texas, and representing a military police
officer all the way to the United States Supreme Court.

Walker has tried several cases to a verdict in both Angelina and Nacogdoches
counties, as well as other state and federal courts in Texas. These cases varied
widely across breach of contract, insurance, probate, personal injury and civil
rights disputes. Notably, Walker tried one of the first whistleblower cases under
the Sarbanes Oxley statute, which was created by Congress after the Enron scan-
dal to establish rigorous standards for financial reporting for publicly traded com-
panies. Due to his vast legal experience, leadership, and hands-on understanding
of complex legal issues, Walker was appointed by multiple judges to serve as
liaison counsel in four different multi-district litigation (“MDL”) cases. He has
also served on panels for the Texas Center for the Judiciary to help judges and
court coordinators understand the complexities of MDL cases.

More recently, in 2024, Walker began working as an in-house corporate lit-
igation attorney for Corebridge Financial, Inc., a publicly traded Fortune 500
company based in Texas. He is on a dynamic legal team that manages the com-
pany’s nationwide litigation docket.

“This job has allowed me to handle legal disputes across the nation while
working with some truly amazing attorneys and further broadening my legal ex-
perience to see how the law impacts communities and people throughout our
country.”

Walker has always been dedicated to serving his community, locally and
throughout the state, providing more than 2,000 hours of legal pro bono work and
volunteer time.

“I am the first attorney in my family and I believe I have an obligation to use
that knowledge to help people when they need it the most.”

In addition to other activities, such as being a member of the Lufkin Host
Lions Club since 2009, Walker has twice served as president of the board of di-
rectors for CASA of the Pines in Lufkin.

“Serving on this board almost continually since 2012 has been both heart-
breaking and heartwarming. CASA organizations, like ours, serve abused and

December 2025
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Christmas Pickup Menu

1 Meats £ 2 3.,

@+ Smoked Ham$9/lb -;:""c‘:-i;"ﬂ_ /e e
Whole Smoked Turkey$8/1b : Grggy rf;”g : g
Smoked Turkey Breast $11/1b Qr U’@Es \
Whole Smoked Brisket $150 (8 b average) 3 \
Sides

$45/pan: Dressing; Green Bean Casserole; Sweet Potato
Casserole; Mashed Potatoes; Broccoli Rice Casserole
Yeast Rolls $15/doz

Desserts

%

- Homemade Pies- Chocolate, Coconut, Buttermilk, Buttermilk ":_::5 V
i Pecan $25; Pumpkin Cheesecake $30; Pumpkin $18
' \, FullMeas "
N ® rfeed4-6:includes half turkey, dressing, 2 sides, turkey gravy, h

6rolls, 1 gallon of tea, & 1 pie $150
Feed 8-10: includes whole turkey, dressing, 2 sides, turkey
gravy, 12 rolls, 2 gallons of tea, & 2 pies $250

@ (OUNTRY COOKIN - BB  BURGERS - SALAD BAR A
BUFFET - CATFISH - HOMEMADE PIES:

%  CAFE OPEN DAILY 10:30AM T0 8:00PM - 4

936-564-2131 ‘

7144 E ST HWY 21<NACOGDOCHES & .,

Home Pad Consl on
Stock Pond Construction
Driveways & Culverts

Fences & Gates
Cattle Guards
Erosion Control

Drilling Pad Construction
Frac Pond Construction
Pit Closures & Landfarming
Annular Injection
Mulching & Grinding

' on & Maintenance

& " - -
S

_= 00 ‘g e PG

Justin Klein 936-590-0229

Office 936-591-8333

www.klcontractorsinc.com

neglected children who are removed from their homes. During this devastating
chapter in their lives, our CASA volunteers advocate for the children in the court
system to help them achieve safety, permanency, connectivity, and well-being.
This work is more rewarding than any other I have ever experienced.”

Walker and his wife, Hilary Haglund Walker, have been married since 2006.
They believe in strong religious values, community and family as the bedrock of
the values they share. The Walkers have two adventurous sons that attend public
schools in Lufkin.

In his spare time, Walker enjoys being outdoors, especially hunting and fish-
ing with his family and friends. “With your support and faith in me, I promise
that I will work hard for Angelina County as judge of the 217th District Court.
I will also strive to carry on the tradition of giving back to our community, an
example well set by all of our current and former judges.”
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First Methodist
Church of Shelbyville
200 Years and Still
Standing Strong

by Terri Lacher, Staff Writer
talacher @sbcglobal.net

“You are about to embark upon a written tour through some of the most
glorious years of Texas Methodism. You will meet just a few of those who have
gone on before us in this great state and this great faith we know as the Meth-
odist Christian faith...” “To
be a part of this church is like
being a part of a great family,
past and present, yes, even fu-
ture; for as long as our love re-
mains there will be a church at
Shelbyville.” 1963-64: Joe V.
Clouse, Pastor, First Methodist
Church, Shelbyville, Texas.

The words of Pastor
Clouse, shared in his book, The
History of the First Methodist
Church, ring true today. The
First Methodist Church of
Shelbyville, Texas located off
Highway 87 and FM 417, re-
cently celebrated their 200th an-
niversary, the pews filled with
local and area church members,
all raising their voices in grate-
ful praise for the legacy that
still lives after all these years.
Bishop Kenneth Levingston was the special speaker for this event. His message
was one of encouragement, endurance, and faith to all. A reception was held in
the fellowship hall following the service.

It is through the love for their church, their love for each other, and the love
of the Lord that the First Methodist Church of Shelbyville has endured over two
hundred years of growth and stability despite the hardships the church faced.
From the early circuit rider preachers, and the leadership of Pastor Sherry Hard-
ing, currently serving as pastor, the strength and faith of the people have continu-
ously worshipped within the walls of this quaint country church from its incep-
tion in 1825.

Texas was Spanish Territory from approximately 1540 until Mexico success-
fully revolted and won her independence from Spain in 1821. In 1803, the U.S.
purchased the Louisiana Territory from France, and this brought the United States
boundary near the Sabine River and Texas. To avoid bloodshed, the Americans
and Spaniards “averted bloodshed” by setting aside a strip of land along the Sa-
bine River, calling it the Neutral Ground, which became known for the groups of
outlaws who gathered there. With their presence came trouble to both the United
States and Texas, especially in the present Shelby County.

By 1825, this area in East Texas was considered “no man’s land.” The first
Protestant worship services were Methodist Societies. Under Mexican rule Prot-
estant churches were illegal. Methodist preachers would come into East Texas
from other areas to preach; sometimes secretly, sometimes in open defiance of
Mexican law.

One such minister was Brother James English, a circuit preacher from
Louisiana. In 1825 Brother English came to this lawless neutral land, a strip of
land set aside by the Americans and Spaniards because of a boundary dispute
along the Sabine River. It is said he preached the first sermon, organized the first
church, and built the first church building. During this same time, Bro. William
Stevenson and Bro. Henry Stephenson worked as circuit preachers in this same
area. Henry Stephenson later organized a Methodist Church just outside of San
Augustine in 1834.

According to Pastor Joe Clause, the church at Shelbyville, established in
1825, had 200 members by the time Shelbyville was incorporated as a town in
1826.

The first church building was built in the 1830s. When that structure was de-
stroyed by a storm the trustees gathered to build a house of God that would make
a statement. Architect .M. Pigg was hired to design and build the structure.

The men of the church went into the Sabine River bottom on horses and in
wagons. Cypress trees were cut down with axes and carried back to the church
site on mule-drawn wagons. There the logs were carved and whittled into boards
of varying lengths. The shingles were made using a drawing knife. One report
says the shavings were piled so high the men could hardly be seen at work. The
knob which topped the 120-foot steeple was carved from the end of a large timber
that extended 8 — 10 feet down into the steeple.

As one can see, all the architectural features of this beautiful church point

Your “Home” Girl

Phone office: 409.224.7717

Milfordent23@gmail.com
8652 US Hwy 96N ¢ Brookland, TX 75931

Lisa Milford
936-552-6752

We Stock New & Used Homes
from 1BR, 1 Bath to

the Big 32x80 4BR, 272 Baths

Check us out on Facebook (Milford Enterprise),
Like & Share Please @

Several Tiny Houses in Stock!

Air B&B 2 BR Condo $45,900.
2024 Model with Porch, Sef Up!

Easy Financing Available!
In-House Insurance Agent

Delivery, AC & Heat,
Skirting, Steps on
HUD Homes

E BR
435 ROy

Farms

ARMS,
NATURALLY LEAN « TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354

936-560-9482
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

No Hormones or
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available 60 TEXAN.

Good News Only Featured
in Around The Town

to God. The steeple, the roof, the windows, and the pews. J. M. Pigg built the
first pulpit and the original pews. In the -

1970s the original pulpit was restored,
and an identical pulpit was built by John
Doggett of Center. Both are in use today.

In the summer of 1973 lightning
caused damage to the steeple. Lightning
struck again in 1985. The steeple is now
capped with copper, and the wooden
knob was replaced with a copper topped
cone. The original wooden knob is on
display in our history room.

The breathtaking ‘“Easter Morn”
painting by Fredrick W. Cole of Can-
terbury England was presented to the
church by N. O. Thomas in 1974. 4

A few of the earliest ministers who !
served at First Methodist Church of
Shelbyville were James English (1825),
Henry Stephenson (1836), and William Carroll Crawford, a signer of the Texas
Declaration of Independence (1838).

One story relates that during the period of the Regulator-Moderator War in
Shelbyville Sam Houston himself worshipped here at the Methodist Church.

Although this historic building is remarkable, the greatest accomplishment
is by its past and present members of holding regular Methodist services and
proclaiming God’s Holy Word for 200 years.

4

R

(Information provided by the First Methodist Church of Shelbyville historical references)
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Proven Integrity & Cu
936-552-7877 www.cbblueberry.com

112 E. Main St. Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Holiday Traditions

by Taylor Millard

All families have their own holiday traditions and who goes where for
Thanksgiving or Christmas but for me this year, it will be a time of firsts. I lost
my mom in January and my wife in February so our holiday table will be missing
two. Grief has a way of appearing randomly, but this will have more of a sched-
uled group moment of sorrow.

The next generation is now in
charge and at the tender age of only
41 my daughter is now leading the
event. A passing of the duties of tra-
ditional dishes and some new things.
I realize that 41 is not exactly “ten-
der” but it is a sudden change and
my sister’s three kids and my two are
now making the decisions.

We now have moved the time of
the meal and added some new dishes
and maybe eliminated some old ones.

Only Santa packs it, wraps it and ships it better.

Nacogdoches’ only Authorized Ship Center for:

The 1957 Betty Crocker cookbook ' Ailiodzed UNITEDSTATES
may have contributed its last green  Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to Shipping x POST OFFICE.
bean casserole to the Millard table. 1 ~ @/most everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches Outiet Asthertzed Shin Cerle

with a story telling father and a history @l Authorized Ship Center  APPROVED SHIPPER

for one am okay with the loss. We reading mother. Taylor is a seventh gener-
now fry our turkey and Iam a fan. The 4405 Texan and lives on the same Samily
risk of death while frying the fowl is  land dating back to the eighteen-thirties.

also an added point of tension. My son-  He and his wife attend Old North Baptist KLINES RAP-IT_ UP

in-law is quite the cook and I am thrill- Church that his great-great-grandmother 2 K : R H
ed to han?l over as many of my former assisted in founding in 1838. Printi ng, Sh 1pping & Office S up plles

duties to him and my son. 628 N University Dr. (across from the Jalapeiio Tree)
My daughter and two nieces are a great team and the loud laughter coming 936-560-0700 mm.klineswrapitup.com

from the kitchen is my favorite part of the day. The grandkids scurry around out-

side and one of them usually finds fire ants at some point. Another will fall while
BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . ..

chasing a cousin and cry briefly but shake it off to rejoin the fun. We now have
W YOWsor a wonderful 9 years!

teen granddaughters with boyfriends that will come for the evening leftovers
meal. The teasing is expected, but I will do my best to be nice.
Each of you have heen a blessing to me.
God Bless You and Have a very Merry Christmas.

I will say the Blessing and this year will be harder than before but I do feel
Patty Miller S
O 936.569.7794 [i
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com L}

truly Blessed. We have a choice every day to be grateful and not just once a year.
We will have some new friends this year at our table that have nowhere to go and
Mon - Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am - 2 pm
1330 N. University Drive Nacogdoches, TX 75961

they will be welcomed as if they are family.
I wish you all a great Christmas and hope your Thanksgiving was perfect.
Remember that no one is on a diet this time of year so eat up!

SHARON ROBERTS

FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758
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Nac County
Exposition
and Civic
Center
Calendar
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UPCOMING IN DECEMBER 2025...

For more information, visit nacexpo.net.

Get ready for a busy and exciting December at the Expo Center! Decem-
ber is here — and Nacogdoches is sparkling with holiday magic! From festive
markets to cheerful parades and cozy hometown fun, there’s an event for every-
one to enjoy this season. Don’t miss a single merry moment!

Arena Riders Welcome at the Expo-The Nacogdoches Expo remains open
for arena riders Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for just $10
per horse. Riders are encouraged to call (936) 564-0849 for availability before
arriving.

Budweiser Clydesdales
December 2nd — 7th

Get ready for a legendary visit! The iconic Budweiser Clydesdales are trot-
ting into the Nacogdoches Expo, bringing their majestic charm and holiday spirit.
Come see these world-famous horses up close and experience a timeless symbol
of tradition, strength, and celebration — right here in East Texas!

Tuesday - 10am — 3pm public viewing
Thursday-10am - 4pm public viewing
Friday -10am - 3pm public Viewing

SUNDAY-10am - 3pm public viewing

Love Inc Christmas Blessings
December 9th -10th

The Love INC Christmas Blessing at the Expo is a heartwarming holiday
event dedicated to sharing joy and generosity with local families in need. Filled
with festive spirit, this celebration brings the community together to give, serve,
and spread the true meaning of Christmas — love, hope, and kindness for all. For
more information contact Love Inc in Nacogdoches.

Texas Agrilife car seat safety course
December 15th-18th

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension offers various car safety seat pro-
grams, including training for professionals and public resources like car seat
check events and demonstrations. While a single “public” course might not be
a traditional e-learning module, they provide educational resources and commu-
nity based programs focused on child passenger safety.

**Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Expo staff **

Karen Shepherd
M-F 9 am -5:30 pm

936.234.2464

* Haircuts  Beard Design * Razor Finish

Appointments Appreciated & Walk-ins Welcome
Large, Convenient Parking

2805 North St, Ste B1 » Nacogdoches 75965
(Behind Continental Liquors)

December 2025

EERRYARROPANE
IARBEIANCE!

Bottle - Home * Farm
Industry

PROPANE
%“rp‘fPUANBE ILB

\ACOCDOGAES 1Y
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We service residential, farms and
industries. Bottles filled and tanks
leased and sold. All commercial
and residential propane
installations.

selection of

Lodge Cast

Iron Cook-
ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic
Fish Cookers and accessories.

1 Propane
| bottles for
outdoor
grills and
firepits

Bayou Classic
4-Gallon
Bayou Fryer
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Bayou Classic |
Stock Pot with
Vented Lid in
Stainless Steel

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
WWwWw.perrypropane.com

936.564.8448
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A Helping Hand Insurance Services

* Medicare Supplements + Final Expense Plans

» Medicare Advantage + Cancer/Hospital
Plans Indemnity Plans

* Prescription Drug Plans -+ Vision/Dental Plans

SERVING ALL OF EAST TEXAS! Office: (903) 280-7705
www.ahelpinghandins.com Cell: (936) 552-9047
mbrichmond1967 @gmail.com Fax: (855) 777-0038

S
Looking Back

by Robert McCandless

As I'look back on life, I see a lot of mistakes I made. I could regret them, but
instead, I have a tendency to laugh at them and realize I would not be where I am
today if not for those choices I made earlier.

I am not suggesting one purposely make bad decisions in hopes of being
blessed, later, as I have been. It doesn’t always work out that way, as evidenced
by many of those who I shared my former choices with, some of whom died in
prison, others from drug overdoses and some from gangland executions.

I can’t say why I was spared. If I take it upon myself to describe it, I can
say there was always some small voice within me telling me to do better and I
once thought the route to which that was attained was education. If I could just
get smart enough, I could have a career like some of the successful people I had
observed from a distance. No matter how hard I tried, my choices seemed to lead
to failure.

Education wasn’t powerful enough to compete with addictions and the ac-
quaintances I had acquired. Its best work was to entertain my time during the six
years of prison in which I served and to introduce me to a Christian household of
complete strangers who would fight for my release and become my family.

Not being a believer in any sort of god, I had always prayed The Lord’s
Prayer every evening prior to falling asleep, just to cover my bases. I didn’t real-
ize my bases were already covered, by Him who obviously had something else in
mind for my life.

I know experts and psychologists say it’s not good to think long on our pasts,
but I write and journal a lot about it only to see that He was involved at every
turn, saving me from the horrors of prison life that some experience, from home-
lessness, from overdoses and killing myself or someone else while driving intoxi-
cated.

Why? I can’t answer, only to say there must be some plan for me to share
what He did in my life.

Until that day of January 17th, 1975, when I went to the police station in
Dallas to inquire what they wanted to see me about, my life just was not working
out. The next 5 years 8 months and 3 days were a critical transition in change.
It seemed, at times, like a retreat gone wrong, but in retrospect it was one of the
greatest blessings of my life.

I realized the rebellion I so proudly displayed toward “The Establishment”
and my dislike of “organized religion” had gotten me to where I was. My rebel-
lious nature has not gone away, but changed direction. In a world that increas-
ingly abhors anything religious or having authority, I have found myself on the
opposite side.

Someone asked me a few days ago how I could take so conservative a stance
in life, having been accused, convicted and sent away for something I didn’t do?
After some thought I realized that I came to have more respect for the guards who
came and went each day having lives that produced, than those I had previously
ran with who spent their time taking from others. It was the first conservative
governor since Reconstruction, Bill Clements, who had let me out and it was the
people at my new church who supported me in my positive growth both spiritu-
ally and professionally.

My dad used to say, ”You will be known by the company you keep.” No truer
words were ever spoken.

Today I experience what the prophet Joel spoke of in 2:25... “I will restore
all the years the locusts have eaten...,” as I look at my life and all the blessings I
have been given through God’s grace. I laugh sometimes at my foolish life before
and the things I did. I may have a lot of wild stories to tell but they nearly cost me
my life, physically and spiritually. Recognition of God’s presence in my life has
given me a contrast so great from who I once was, I have a hard time believing I
am where I am today. God has been so good to me.

I frequently think of and mention my past in an effort to let others know of
God’s insurmountable Grace that is awaiting everyone who will claim it.

936.205 4111

3322 Center Road
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri 10:30am - 9pm
Sat-Sun llam - 9pm

DISCOVER WHAT'S COOKING
AT CLAWDADDY'S MKT

e =%
Unbeatable deals all week long!

Monday - $5 Burgers
Tuesday - Boudin tamales $1.75 ea;
$4 Porkchop sandwich
Wednesday - Boneless wings 60¢ ea
Traditional wings $2 off
All Poboys $2 off
Thirsty Thursday
FREE tea with a basket meal
Friday - $10.99 shrimp plates
(fried or boiled)
Saturday - Cajun pasta meal $9.99

8 Sunday - $11.99 Ib boiled shrimp

Dine in or take out.

Prefer to order online?
We’ve got you covered.
clawdaddysnac.com
DoorDash, Grubhub and Uber Eats
also available!

NEW EVENT GENTER

628 NE Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Now open for rent!
* Birthday Parties * Holiday Parties
* Showers ¢ Office & School Events

Call Kayleen for Rental Inquiries
936.556.1279

For Catering Needs Call Ricky
936.615.0466
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.+ Happy Pets for

“Happy

¢ Holidays

*‘ Dogs, Cats & Your
' Other Pets!

* Caring Staff

* Indoor & Outdoor Runs

* Meals & Treats

e Canine Companionship

* Overnight Accommodations
* Comfy Beds

Fabulous

= Bathing & Brushouts
» Cut & Style

* Mail Trimming

» Hand Scissoring

* Ear Cleaning

» Medicated Shampoos

Family Owned & Operated

artin Kennel
Grooming .25,

936-560-3643 | www.martinkennel.com | stay@martinkennel.com

f

o StateFarm-

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY e FRIENDS ¢« COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

Westminster Presbyterian
Church invites the community
to celebrate the beauty, joy, and
hope of the season through a
series of special musical events
this Advent and Christmas.

oy Sheted:

glfts of Christmas music
ut \Neslmlrls'mr Presby‘terlnrl G1'lurl:h

Mid-Day Noel Community
B Concert Series
halills. b Thursdays, December 4,
| 11, and 18 at 12:00 noon; West-
minster Presbhyterian Church
Sanctuary; Free and open to
the public-Lunch follows each concert in Westminster Hall
Each December, for more than 30 years Westminster
opens its doors for the Mid-Day Noel concerts—short mid-
day performances designed to offer a moment of peace
and beauty amid the busy holiday season. This year’s line-
up features an inspiring range of local musicians and en-
sembles:
¢ December 4: SFA Chamber Choir under the direc-
tion of Dr. Michael Murphy
December 11: Organist Robbie Belk
e December 18: McMichael Middle School Choir under
the direction of Aaron Dominguez
Concerts begin at noon, followed by a simple lunch. Do-
nations are welcome to support local music outreach and
hospitality ministries.

A Season of Welcome

“These gifts of music are our way of opening Westmin-
ster’s doors to the whole community,” said Rev. Kallie Pit-
cock, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian. “Amid the rush
of the season, we hope these moments of song and story
help people pause, breathe, and rediscover joy.”

For more information:

Follow Westminster Presbyterian Church, Nacogdoches on
Facebook for event updates and photos. Link to Facebook
Page

Christian Women’s
Job Corps

Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWIJC) wishes to recognize donors who gave
the Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWIJC) held its Fall 20025 Graduation on No-
vember 9 at Fredonia Hill Baptist Church. This year Executive Director Jasmine
Hassan, Program Director Demetrius Waters, and eight graduating students, vol-
unteers, and the Board of Directors worked together to help the students achieve
their goal of graduating with a diploma from Christian Women’s Job Corps. To
show you how these ladies changed during their time at CWJC, here are some
excerpts from each of their graduation speeches.

e LaDyamund P., “I wanted a better life. ...This program has helped me
become more accepting of others. I have learned to focus on the positive. Bible
study reaffirmed who I was in Christ. ...I LOVE THESE WONDERFUL LA-
DIES.... (Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me
strength.”) My goal is to become a LVN by 2027. CWJC has opened the doors
to help me see all of the different possibilities. I have a clear vision. I have a plan.
I have amazing support and I have determination.”

e Alexis S., “I am a returning student to CWIJC to finish my GED and to
do better for my children that I love so much. My goal is to follow my dreams by
continuing my education to become a CNA and to come back to CWJC and be
someone’s mentor.”

e Jessica J., “...the first time Jasmine told us we needed to show up for
ourselves ...I decided she was right; I WAS here for myself. I have learned many
things such as boundaries, digital skills, financing and job skills ...This program
is great for women of any age with any amount of experience. My goals are to
finish getting my GED and enroll in cosmetology school”

e Jennifer C., “I love the motto of Christian Women’s Job Corps., “A hand
up, not a hand out.” They want to see women thriving in every aspect of life. Ev-
ery class brings something different, but it all works together for the good in our
lives to bring hope and healing, to bring life to dead dreams or birth a new dream.
...My goal is to pursue a ministry certificate as well as business management to
one day be able to give back to the people of this community. I want to give glory
to God that with Him all things are possible.”

e Candace J., “I have learned many things, such as how to write a resumé,
answer interview questions, and study the Bible (special thanks to Mrs. Jackie,
Mrs. Gaye, and Mrs. Patricia.)” ...When we learned about writing resumés, |
realized that my resumé was not written the way it should be. When we learned
how to present ourselves and how to answer interview questions, I realized all the
things that I had done wrong in my interviews. ...I plan to find ...employment
and complete my certificate in medical billing and coding. My big dream is to re-
turn to school to complete my Bachelor’s in psychology. I want to be a substance
abuse counselor.

e Zahida A.,“I decided to enroll in this program because I was lacking dis-
cipline in all aspects of my life. ...Ilearned about Christian Women’s Job Corps.
by scrolling through their Facebook page. I decided to enroll in this program be-
cause I was lacking discipline in all aspects of my life. ...Bible study... opened
up my heart and mind to God’s understanding and everlasting love for me.... I
will pursue my education in becoming a public accountant.”

e Sorangie O., “...to God be the glory for this moment. I cannot begin
without first thanking for every breath, every step, and every challenge that has
shaped the person I am today, His strength has carried me through, and His love
is the foundation of my being.... I wanted to quit the program due to my father
being sick, I was afraid every single day that I was going to lose him. ...had they
(Mr. Gary Roberts, Jasmine Hassan) not stopped me from quitting on myself I
wouldn’t know where I would be today. After this program I will continue to
pursue my education to ...one day be a hemodialysis technician.”

e Katherine M., I ...have a Bachelor’s degree in Vocational Rehab. After I
graduated I got sick and remained in the hospital for two months. Once I was able
to look for a job I lost confidence so I took jobs in what I was familiar with just
to bring income into the house. CWJC has changed me. I’'m more confident and
not afraid to fail. I’'m here to face challenges and not let it cause me distress to
the point I give up. During orientation there were things that I felt... were going to
hinder me from attending physically. I prayed about it, I didn’t want that to stop
me because here was my opportunity to gain computer skills, Bible classes, and
a group of ladies that I could become friends with and we all have something in
common.

o hou
T ant 3
- -
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Look for an Ag update from Sam in Call or text for details
www.completeag.us another page in Around the Town{ ! (;3 60; ;3 5?:,: 32 ;‘

COME CHECK OUT OUR Y’
e * * DEER | . TYM- 725 W/ LOADER

[OMPLETEAG  CAMP N
(macrn ] SPECIAL! o RgeBlA it

3915 NW Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75964

We’ve got all you need to accomplish

your fall projects. Come see our stock

of TYM Tractors, ATV's, mowers, and
a full line of implements.

v/ Used Tractor Trades Accepted

+/ Full Service Department
+ Computer Diagnostic Capabilities

+/ Emissions Troubleshooting

' Open Monday to Friday 8am-5pm .
v SPARTAN
LB MOWERS

GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

DANGEROUS
TAKE DOWNS

DEAD TREE
REMOVAL

COMPLETE
CLEAN-UP

Owner:

plements shown in
ad may not reflect
specific models in
stock.

INSURED

A-1QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating R E D H O U S E

SINCE 1985
“SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS”’
* New Construction W I N E R Y
* Existing Homes
BEST OF NAC 2016 Mon, Wed, Thu Noon-7
936-569-1828 Fri, Sat Noon-8

6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE
NACOGDOCHES, TX

108 E. Pilar St. | RedHouseWinery.com

A %
Josh and Robert Martin Financing Available

Robert Martin - O — p
oTeAcL #aBol(r)‘o49sv'Cner @E The new degree of coméon
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Nacogdoches
Baseball Franchise
Announces Jace

Green as General EATRERACON g I

Manager EAST TEXAS REC. LAND REAL
Mid-America League Club

Continues Momentum Toward
Inaugural 2026 Season

Sarin i $48K] Gorges i |

*Directions from Huntington: Head South on US Hwy. 69 - Turn right onto M 844 - First entryway will be located on the left. |

BROKER/REALTOR #o0578996 Z

, OFFICE : 935.432,0040
) ¥ CELL : 9356.404.6023

The Nacogdoches Baseball Franchise of the Mid-America League an-
nounced Monday, November 17 that Nacogdoches resident Jace Green has been
appointed as the club’s first General Manager, marking a major milestone as the
team prepares for its inaugural season in May 2026.

Green, a lifelong East Texan with deep community ties, will oversee all as-
pects of the franchise’s business operations, community engagement, and fan
experience. His appointment brings local leadership and familiarity to a team
that aims to become a cornerstone of family entertainment and civic pride in the
oldest town in Texas.

“Hiring a General Manager is one of the most important steps in launching a
franchise, and we could not be more excited to have someone of Jace’s character,
energy, and commitment leading our Nacogdoches club,” said Mark Schuster,
Founder of the Mid-America League. “Jace understands the culture of this region
and shares our vision of building a first-class baseball experience for fans. His v nnt sa“e

passion for Nacogdoches will be the driving force behind this team’s long-term

success.”
Green will immediately begin work on front office development, sponsor- ” ”” ”’ e ”s 0’ ”0” a’ s nn

ship outreach, youth baseball partnerships, and building strong relationships with =

local leaders, businesses, and community organizations. His early priorities also na me h ra nd I“rnlt“ reﬂ
include shaping the team’s fan experience, supporting the finalization of brand- -
ing elements, and preparing for the upcoming season-ticket launch.

“I’'m honored and humbled to serve as the first General Manager of the
Nacogdoches Baseball Franchise,” said Jace Green. “This community means ev- JO SO F
erything to me. We’re going to build something East Texas can be proud of — a HN N URNITURE
place where families come together, kids fall in love with the game, and Nacog-
doches shows the rest of the league what true home-field spirit looks like. This
isn’t just a team we’re building — it’s a community tradition in the making.”

The next day the team proudly announced that the team will be officially
known as the Nacogdoches Niners.

The Niners identity pays tribute to the nine flags that have flown over Na-
cogdoches throughout its more than 300-year history, a distinction that sets the
community apart as the oldest town in Texas. League leadership shared that the
Niners brand was designed to reflect the city’s resilience, tradition and cultural Rachel Perry - Insurance Services, LLC

diversity, while providing a modern and powerful look for the ballclub. l L l

Launched in 2024, the Mid America League has quickly become one of the premier

summer baseball leagues in America. The league features top collegiate players along-

side post-college players pursuing professional baseball careers. These athletes include HOME « AUTO « COMMERCIAL « LIFE « HEALTH

players who were undrafted, unsigned free agents, or former professionals working to WATERCRAFT « MOTORCYCLE

return to affiliated baseball. The league compensates its players through a Name, Image,

and Likeness (NIL) program, which is closely monitored by the league. 4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 105 936-205-9906
The Nacogdochesﬁanchisejoins Fort. Scott, KS, Brygn, X qnd Beaumgnt, X as NACOGDOCH ES’TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

one of four new expansion teams debuting in 2026. The Mid America League is commit- RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

ted to growing and strengthening baseball in the region.
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GASON MONK-METCALF FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRESENTS

TUESDAY

DEC 09

6:00-7:00 PM

5400 NORTH STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS

Music by:
Jack and Polly Havard

Heart of the Pines Chorus

A Message of Hope:
Bro. David Coleman

Light Refreshments available

3
s
WELCOME To : HING OF BLES
NACOGDOCHES | ~~=5%-
Al

December 2025

L ST

& EVENT CENTER)

336-556-1278

“LASSO THE BEST
DEALS IN TOWN”

GENERAL STORE
OPEN

Thurs-Sat 10am-5pm

Come see the unique merchandise
in our lil small town store.

We have dry mixes of all kinds
(cobblers, biscuits, dips etc.)
Many different flavored infused
honey, cookies, unique farm and
ranch décor.

If you are looking for unique gifts
this is a great place just for that!

Our Mkt will also be selling
« HB Meat » Seasonings of ALL kinds
* Fish « Crab « Oysters * Shrimp
» Gator » Boudin *Sausage

Anything you can get cooked at our
Restaurant you can get uncooked here!

628 NE Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.556.1279

Tell us you saw our ad in the

TexasFirst

HEALTH

Medicare Insurance

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275
steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852

We represent most major carriers!

gotten foo
expensive?

Medicare Supplements
) , Medicare Advantage

e t S a ° Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

newspaper and get 10% Off merchandise!

Our Western themed event center is
now open for rentals of all kinds!
» Birthday and Anniversary Parties
* Bridal and Baby Showers
* Business and school events

Call Kayleen 936.556.1279 for info.
Now Open for Bookings

Seven Days a Week!
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RE .: D ﬁ ”"""“P”“'““S THREEVE!

TREE SERUVICE

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT &
DANGEROUS REMOVALS s

* TREE TRIMMING * TREE REMOVAL  CLEANUP WORK _ R New Album Coming Soon...

* EMERGENCY WORK « FULLY INSURED
HomespunCentaurs.Bandcamp.Com

938 221 9454 Locally Owned & Operated
s = SMOENCHETXRECONSERVICES.COM

S O S

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO.,, INC. -CENTER

913 South St. 101 Porter St.

SERVING OUR SAVIOR Nacogdoches, TX Center, TX
(936) 564-2671 (936) 598-3061

by Patti Goodrum
Executive Director, Love in the Name of Christ Nacogdoches

HOURS
Be Bold for Jesus 7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

o 7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

Be Bold for Jesus and Stand Firm in Truth: In
every generation, followers of Christ are called to live
boldly not by blending into the world, but by standing
firm in the truth of God’s Word. Jesus Himself mod-
eled this courage. Though He faced ridicule, rejection,
and even death, He never yielded to the ways of the ) )

1d. His 1if hored in obedience to the F Patti Goodrum, Executive
world. His life was anchored in obedience to the Fa- . .07 e

Functional .« Fgm

ther, and His mission was clear: to proclaim truth, call  Nacogdoches 5

sinners to repentance, and offer salvation through His

sacrifice. He gave us the example to follow. E N C o
The Truth of God’s Word: At the heart of boldness is conviction. The Bible

is not a collection of suggestions or cultural opinions it is the living Word of God. Golf Cars

Scripture reminds us: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). To be bold
for Jesus is to trust that His Word is truth, even when it confronts our comfort or
challenges the culture around us. And, especially when it makes us unpopular.
The Call to Repentance: We all fall short. Romans 3:23 declares, “For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But Jesus does not leave us in our
sin. He calls us to repent, to turn from our old ways, and to walk in newness of
life. Boldness means not excusing sin but humbly acknowledging it and embrac-
ing the transforming power of Christ. We must remember that sin is not ours to

5231 South St. Nacogdoches
936.564.7178 » 936.564.0009

Sales ¢ Service
* Accessories & Customizing

redefine. Scripture speaks with clarity, and it is God’s Word that sets the standard. AItO and

A Higher Standard for Teachers: For those who teach the Word, the re- .
sponsibility is even greater. James 3:1 warns, “Not many of you should become CuShlng
teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be 1_800_95 8_5870

judged more strictly.” Teachers of the Word must not cherry-pick the passages
that are easy or comfortable. To do so, risk sending a mixed message to those
who are listening. Students of the Word deserve the whole truth, not a watered-

FUNERAL SERVICES

SINCE 1937

down version that fits human preference. A teacher must be mindful of how bibli- Clyde Partin

cal teaching is conveyed, attentive to the environment in which it is shared, and Monument Company - % .

intentional about the example they set for their students. 1-800-327-5940 | ﬁ%%}g{&?&%&%ﬁ A
Living Without Mixed Messages: The world is watching. Our families, our B A . N _

- ) - www.partinmonument.com
churches, and our communities are looking for authenticity. When our words and Lufkin Office

actions align with Scripture, we reflect Christ clearly. But when we compromise | 2120 N. Raguet St * 936.225.3596
or present a partial gospel, we confuse those we are called to lead. Boldness for
Jesus means living and teaching in such a way that others see consistency, integ-

& £ Y Y, integ Garden Center

rity, and unwavering faith. ¢ Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
Conclusion: Courage Rooted in Christ: Being bold for Jesus is not about | * Planters Garden Center

arrogance or self-righteousness. It is about humility, conviction, and courage | * Fotery . 936-715-0444
rooted in Christ. It is about proclaiming the truth of God’s Word, calling sin what Landscape Design

e QOutdoor Lightin ¥
it is, and pointing always to the hope of repentance and redemption. May we live e Gravel anngtong & 'y E AS I I E XAS

and teach in such a way that no mixed message is found in us only the clear, un- * Outdoor Water Features and
LANDSCAPING INC

Waterfalls
Landscaping
e Year-Round Lawn Care
e Irrigation Installation/Repair 9 3 6-5 68-0 708
¢ Bulk Soil/Mulch
* Hydromulching www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Good News Only Featured outdoor Living
in Around The Town ol

e Concrete and Stenciling

SERVING EAST TEXXS SINCE 1934

shakable truth of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the goal!!
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A-1 QUALITY AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Servicing All Makes/Models Since 1985!
6400 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches
Robert Martin - 936.569.1828

DICKIE ALLEN FUNERAL HOME
989 7th St. - Cushing 75760
936-326-4531
www.allenfuneralservice.com

PERRY PROPANE, LLC
6500 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches
Jacob Perry - 936.564.8448
perrypropane.com

ANGELINA MANUFACTURED HOUSING
& RV TRAVEL CENTER
3907 N. Medford Drive * Lufkin
936.632.8414 - 1.800.324.0569

EAST TEXAS HYDRAULICS & AUTO
Thanks from Troy Reed
1725 S. University Dr. - Nacogdoches
936.569.9632 - 936.569.2692

PIKE SAW & TOOL
Billy Perry
2502 NW Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches
936.564.3579 - pikesawandtool.com

THE ARBOR
3002 Westward Dr. - Nacogdoches 75964
936.560.1272
www.TheArbor-al.com

ENCORE MUSIC STORE &
RECORDING STUDIO
706 N. University Dr. - Nacogdoches
936.560.4444 - encoremc.com

RUSHING2WINDERS
2724 SE Stallings Dr.  Nacogdoches
www.winderstexas.com
P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204

B & S GUTTER
Call Bubba Phillips
936.556.0274
“Your honest fulltime gutter company!”

FARMERS INSURANCE BRITTON ARRANT AGENCY
406 East Hospital St. - Nacogdoches
936.569.6200
barrant@farmersagent.com

SUBURBAN SELF STORAGE
9562 US 259 - Nacogdoches
Phone 936.564.3606 * Text 936.552.1983
tlostracco1@gmail.com

BAILEY BARK MATERIALS
Nacogdoches « 936.564.1534
Shreveport * 318.219.8335
baileybarkmaterials.com

G & G LOCK & SAFE
David & Susan Gallager
916 Park St. - Nacogdoches
936.564.1893 - gglocksafe.com

TEXLA EQUIPMENT
Forklift Sales, Service & Rentals
Local people serving local customers
texlaequipment.com | 409.784.1200

BLUE EYED COCO’S MARKET SQUARE
CHIQUE-N-TIQUES ON MAIN
FB: BlueEyedCocosMarketSquare
FB: Chique-N-TiquesOnMain

GOUND CHEVROLET CO.
1015 North St. - Nacogdoches 75961
936.564.8381 « 866.468.6301
www.goundchevy.com

STEVE AND SARAH TRAYLOR
TexasFirst Life and Health
936.556.3275
Steve@texasfirsthealth.com

KYLE BRASHER INSURANCE
212 South Street - Nacogdoches
936.305.5160
kyle@kylebrasherinsurance.com

LEHMANN EYE CENTER
5300 North St. - Nacogdoches 75965
936.569.8278
www.lehmanneyecenter.com

VIP CLEANERS
The Mandujano Family
4515 North Street, Suite 1 - Nacogdoches
936.205.5910

CASON MONK-METCALF FUNERAL DIRECTORS
5400 North Street - Nacogdoches 75965
936.564.7333
Serving the Nacogdoches Community since 1893

MARTIN KENNEL
512 CR 217 - Nacogdoches
148 CR 3734 - Center
Nacogdoches 936.560.3643 - Center 936.244.1930

NIKKI EVANS-WALLACE — AGENT
State Farm Insurance
332 N. University Drive - Nacogdoches
936.560.4600 - nikkiwallace.com

CLYDE PARTIN MONUMENT CO. - CUSHING
869 Cypress Ave. - Cushing 75760
936-326-4766
www.partinmonument.com

MA’S JEWELRY SALES & SERVICE
2423 North St. - Nacogdoches
936.569.6387
Mas.jewelryshowcase.com

WINDHILL APARTMENTS
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive - Nacogdoches
936.560.1771
Happy Holidays from the Windhill Staff!

COINS & COLLECTIBLES - DAVID HOLCOMB
614 N. Stallings Dr. - Suite 113 - Nacogdoches
936.305.3106 or 903.570.3186
davidholcomb213@gmail.com

MIKE PERRY MOTOR COMPANY
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram-Fiat
3828 South St. - Nacogdoches
936.564.7353 - MikePerry.com

COVINGTON
LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS
1595 Tenaha Street - Center
936.598.2907

OLD TOWN GENERATOR SERVICE
2122 North Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches
Jacob Willoughby - 936.615.7857
oldtowngeneratorservice.com

JB CRAWFORD CONSTRUCTION
www.crawfordnac.com - 936.553.1806
May the joy of the Christmas Season
fill up your heart and home!

PEPPARD AUTOPLEX
3606 South St. - Nacogdoches 75964
936.233.6701
www.PeppardAutoplex.com

V oW

I.. |




Page 26  December 2025

Nacogdoches™

Schedule of Events
from Nacogdoches
Historic Sites

NING [RIDAY
Nov. 281
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As the holiday season arrives, we want to thank all of our visitors, volun-
teers, and community partners for making this past year such a wonderful one at
Nacogdoches Historic Sites. Your support helps keep our historic places active,
welcoming, and full of life.

We have several festive events coming up this season, including the Lob-
lolly Model Train Display opening on Friday, November 28th, our Very Victorian
Christmas Dinner on Friday, December 12th, and the Nacogdoches Christmas
Tour of Homes on Saturday, December 13th.

More details about each event can be found below. We hope you’ll join us as
we celebrate the holidays across our historic sites.

The beloved Loblolly Model Train Display returns to the historic Nacogdo-
ches Railroad Depot this holiday season, continuing one of Nacogdoches’ favor-
ite festive traditions.

Opening Friday, November 28, the display will be open Fridays and Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. for three con-
secutive weekends. The event is free and open to the public.

Each year, the depot transforms into a miniature wonderland filled with in-
tricate Lionel model trains winding through detailed landscapes and small town
scenes, many of which feature recognizable businesses and landmarks from
around Nacogdoches. Visitors of all ages will enjoy watching the trains in mo-
tion and discovering new details throughout the display.

To make the experience even more engaging for young visitors, the popular
Loblolly Scavenger Hunt will once again be available, guiding children to search
for special details hidden among the scenes.

ZION
JHILL
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Join us on Friday, December 12th at 6:30 PM at the beautifully decorated
Zion Hill Baptist Church, located at 324 North Lanana Street.

The evening will begin with historic holiday beverages and Victorian dance
lessons led by the Gobel School of Dance. Inside, attendees will enjoy Christmas
crafts and practice gift-making traditions that were popular in the Victorian era.
Guests will then gather for a traditional Christmas meal served at one communal
table, accompanied by live string music throughout dinner. Guests are strongly

encouraged to dress in Victorian-era attire, and the evening will conclude with a
Best Dressed Contest celebrating those who embrace the spirit of the era.

Tickets are $50 and are available in-person (cash/check) at Zion Hill or on-
line at eventbrite.com. For more information, visit nactx.us/historicsites or call
936-560-4441.

AThe Daily Sentinel
Presends
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Step into the spirit of the holidays with the Nacogdoches Christmas Tour of
Homes, presented by The Daily Sentinel. This event returns Saturday, Decem-
ber 13, from 1 to 5 p.m., inviting guests to explore beautifully decorated homes
across the oldest town in Texas.

This year’s tour features an exciting mix of locations, from historic land-
marks to charming family residences, each uniquely adorned for the Christmas
season. Guests will have the rare opportunity to visit the SFA President’s Home,
a stately 1957 neoclassical revival residence now home to President Neal Weaver
and First Lady Kristi Weaver, who have decked the halls with welcoming holiday
charm.

Also featured is the Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity House, a grand 1929
Colonial Revival mansion originally designed by architect Shirley Simons and
later remodeled by Raiford Stripling. Recently restored, the home showcases the
beauty of its historic architecture while blending tradition with a renewed sense
of pride and preservation.

Rounding out this year’s lineup are several distinctive private homes show-
casing the variety and character of Nacogdoches architecture, including a mid-
century home filled with vintage holiday collections and a country estate brim-
ming with themed trees and festive displays. From traditional decorations and
sparkling lights to historic craftsmanship and modern touches, each stop on the
tour captures the magic of Christmas in its own unique way.

Tickets ($25) are available now and can be purchased in advance at the Na-
cogdoches Visitors Center in downtown Nacogdoches, or on the day of the event
at any of the participating homes. Each ticket includes a map of this year’s fea-
tured locations to help guide visitors along their holiday journey.

ORTHOPEDICS

PARKWAY

DERMATOLOGY
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Gospel Festival at Zion Hill

The Gospel Festival was filled with incredible music,
fellowship, and community spirit.

A heartfelt thank you to Commercial Bank of Texas for presenting
this event, and to the African American Heritage Project (AAHP) for
organizing it in partnership with Nacogdoches Historic Sites.

We’re especially grateful to Evangelist Alva Taylor, whose warmth
and leadership helped bring the program together beautifully, along
with Men of Praise and the choirs from Iron Wheel Baptist Church,
Zion Hill First Baptist Church, and Austin Heights Baptist Church
for sharing their voices and passion.

Thank you to everyone who joined us in celebrating gospel

music and the history of Zion Hill!
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acogdoches

Convention & Visitors Bureau

Natalee Dunn
CVB Creative Content Director

This Month in the
Oldest Town in Texas

There’s something truly magical about the holiday season in Nacogdoches.
As the oldest town in Texas transforms into a winter wonderland, twinkling
lights, festive music, and cherished traditions fill every corner of our community.
This December, Visit Nacogdoches invites residents and visitors alike to step into
the season with a full lineup of events designed to bring joy, connection, and a
little bit of holiday sparkle to everyone.

The festivities begin on December 6th with the beloved Winter Workshop,
held from 10 am to 2 pm on the Downtown Square. This family-friendly arts fair
is the perfect place to discover hand-crafted gifts, holiday treats, and unique cre-
ations made by local artisans. From homemade ornaments to seasonal goodies,
the Winter Workshop offers a warm and welcoming way to kick off your holiday
shopping while supporting small businesses and creators.

As the afternoon continues, the celebration transitions seamlessly into Jingle
Jams on the Square, happening from 4 to 5:30 pm. Bring your chairs, grab a cozy
spot, and enjoy festive holiday music as the community gathers for one of the
most anticipated nights of the year. Jingle Jams sets the stage for the annual Nine
Flags Lighted Christmas Parade, beginning at 6:30 pm on the Downtown Square.
With storefronts glowing, floats sparkling, and the entire atmosphere buzzing
with excitement, the parade feels straight out of a Hallmark movie, a true Nacog-
doches tradition that delights all ages.

Holiday fun continues throughout the month with Main Street Movie Nights,
set for December 5th and 19th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Held on the brick streets of
downtown at the Visitor Center backstage, these evenings feature classic holiday
films and animated favorites. Families are encouraged to bundle up, bring blan-
kets, and settle in for a cozy night under the stars as beloved movies light up the
big screen.

For those who love historic charm, the Christmas Tour of Homes on De-
cember 13th offers a rare opportunity to wander through beautifully decorated
homes across Nacogdoches. This year’s tour even includes the SFA President’s
House, adding an extra touch of tradition and elegance to the experience. Each
stop showcases holiday décor, architectural beauty, and the warmth of the season.

The holiday spirit also takes center stage with the Lamp-Lite Players’ pre-
sentation of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,a community theater favorite that
brings humor, heart, and a timeless message to the stage on December 18th-21st.

Rounding out the month is the enchanting Loblolly Model Train Display,
open December 5th—7th and 12th—14th. This annual display is a delight for train
enthusiasts and families, featuring intricate layouts and festive scenes that cap-
ture the wonder of the season.

From music and parades to home tours and classic films, December in Na-
cogdoches is filled with opportunities to create unforgettable memories. Join us
downtown and throughout the community as we celebrate the holiday magic
that makes Nacogdoches shine brighter than ever. And that’s just the beginning.
To explore everything happening across town, visit www.visitnacogdoches.org/
events.

Look your Best for the Holidays
.~ with a Great Haircut

|

Adams Barber &
Beauty Salon

47-Years as a Top Hair Stylist in Houston
with Sebring of Hollywood - Walk - ins Welcome

Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. * Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 noon

936-598-8448 - 713-502-9664
424 Hwy 96 North - Center, TX (Tenaha Hwy)

RV & Boat Storage

Infinity Commercial

RV Service, Remodeling & Upholstery
14618 US Hwy 59 Nacogdoches, TX 75965

(936) 560-2188

Gifts %
Plants < o
4% %
Bakery o, & %
Tallow = o

2519 N. stalllngsnr. Na.cogodokhes, Texas
www.theflourandflowercompany.com

&
- ¥ o
g\_,} ™, LY
)

The Flour o~ & 5 Flower Co.

Sun. & Mon.-Closed
Tue. &Wed-9to5
'%E Wed.- Sat.-7to 5

@ ALL THINGS HOMESTEADING &

KINFOLKS

RESTAURANT

——

FAMILY
RECIPES

“A pinch of this,
A pinch of that”

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

* Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled
Nursing Facility
* We offer Short Term Rehabilitation

and Long Term Care
 We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95 ¢ GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 * www.garrisonnursinghome.com
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We liave eleclric hieaters and gas healers of all Sizes.
Everylhing lo WINTERIZE your home. We carry Richmond Water
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.M LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS
-,;.... | I595 .Tenaha; sueet Genter, Texas

. 1936- 598 2907

let us custam
alch and mix quality
— Farrell-Calhoun paint
for your next home
project!

The Refuge
I

“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18, emphasis added)

Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado,
Arkansas. Following graduation from
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel. She was transplanted from
Washington State by the hand of the Lord
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.
She is a Bible teacher, published author,
and motivational speaker who loves to
encourage folks with the Word of God.

Jesus—Teach Us
What Love Has To
Do With It

We love [Jesus] because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19

God’s love has no limits on its jurisdiction. God loves the whole world,
“every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9). God acted first
by sending His only begotten Son into the world to die for our sins so that in
dying and being raised from the dead we could have life in Him through His
victory over death and the grave. This life is eternal life for every born-again
believer. It is a oneness with God through faith in Jesus that can never be lost,
cancelled or broken.

The Christmas holiday is the time of year when Christians the world
over celebrate the birth of Jesus, remembering God’s love in action. Mary
was chosen by God to bring forth His Son into the world when the fullness

of the time had come (Luke 1:26-31; Gal. 4:4). Her conception was a di-
vine, spiritual miracle (v.35). Jesus’ birthplace, Bethlehem, was as told by the
prophet Micah (5:2). Every detail of Jesus’ birth was by divine design, led by
the power of love.

If anyone wants to know what love is, look to Jesus. If you want to know
what love is not, look to the world. God’s love in Jesus is a divine love. It is a
love that is for everybody (John 3:16). However, the life of Jesus is only for
those in whose heart the love of God has been poured out in by the Holy Spirit
who is given to believers (Rom 5:5). This heart of love is reserved only for
those who have the Son, those who have believed in God by believing in His
Son (John 14:1). God’s love is inclusive; it extends to every sinner. The life
of Jesus is exclusive, given only to those who by grace through faith receive
the love God has for us in Jesus.

The apostle John writes in 1 John 4:7-8, “Beloved, let us love one an-
other, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” God’s love
received in Christ separates the believer from the deceiver and unbeliever.

The body of Christ does not have a sin problem because every born-again
Christian has had all of his sins forgiven, taken away in Christ who became
sin for us. The body of Christ has a love problem. We have a rebellious at-
titude toward loving one another, loving our neighbor as ourselves and loving
our brother whom we see every day. If someone says, “I love God,” and hates
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen...he who loves God must
love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21). Jesus said if we love Him, we will
keep His commandments. He commands us to love one another. When Chris-
tians in the family of God start loving right, we will start living right before
God and those who are lost in this world.

Divine love gives without expectation of anything in return. It’s love that
meets a need, regardless of whether we believe the recipient is worthy or
deserves God’s love. The fallacy is we think the love is ours to do with it as
we wish. It is not. It costs us nothing to love except surrendering our will and
doing what Jesus commands.

Jesus prayed before His arrest in the garden of Gethsemane these words
to the Father: “The glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they
may be one just as We are one. I in them, and You in Me; that they may be
made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and
have loved them as You have loved Me” (John 17:22, 23). God’s love in the
believer engenders a spiritual unity like the oneness of the Father and the Son.

Hear the word of the Lord: “Since you have purified your souls in obey-
ing the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one anoth-
er fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (1
Pet. 1:22-23).

How will you love this Christmas as you celebrate God’s love for us in
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? Will you love like Jesus has
loved you? What about the days after Christmas, how will you love? When
we divorce love from the way we live as followers of Christ, we separate
God’s character from our lives. Love has everything to do with it.
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The Day Santa Claus
Robbed a Bank

by Neal Murphy

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children.
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby,
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and
Jformer Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration of the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s.

Who would have ever dreamed that Santa would rob a bank! But, it happened
in Cisco, Texas. On December 23, 1927, a man dressed as Santa Claus walked
down the sidewalk in downtown Cisco, followed by several small excited chil-
dren, and into the First National Bank. After shooing the children away, he pulled
out a gun and robbed the bank.

Santa — Marshall Ratliff — and three accomplices then conducted one of the
most inept bank robberies in the annals of ineptitude. A general gun battle erupted
during the robbery, owing to the general citizenry being armed, and a standing
reward of $5,000 available from the bank association for shooting a bank robber
in the act. Over 200 bullet holes were found in the bank building.

When the four robbers finally fought their way out of the bank and to a get-
away car, killing two police officers in the process, they realized the car was al-
most out of gas. The robbers drove off in a hail of gunfire but made it only a few
miles out of town. After their car ran out of gas, they commandeered another car
from a citizen, and continued their way north.

During the next three days they stole two more automobiles from other vic-
tims, but never made it more than about sixty miles from Cisco. After three days
of dodging the largest manhunt in Texas history, everyone was rounded up, al-
though one of them was shot dead. The other two received death sentences. Hen-
ry Helms was electrocuted by “ole sparky” in Texas’ electric chair on September
6, 1929.

Santa, rather Ratliff, had his execution delayed by a sanity hearing that
brought him back to Eastland County, where he feigned illness and killed a guard
in an abortive escape attempt. The good citizens of Cisco decided that they’d had
about enough of due process.

The following is quoted from a newspaper report about what happened to Mr.
Ratliff:

All yesterday they gathered in little groups about the town and muttered
about (the guard) Jones’ shooting which physicians said probably would prove
fatal. Last night a crowd in front of the jail swelled to nearly a thousand at 8:30
o’clock.

At about 9 o’clock, some 200 men slipped into a side door of the jail and
asked for the man. Jailer Gilborn refused to give him up. They then overpowered
Gilborn, took his keys and got Ratliff. He was dragged in the direction of the
public square, but the crowd would not wait to go those few blocks.

At 200 yards from the jail a strong telephone cable was pointed out, a rope
flung across it. A noose was put around Ratliff’s neck and a dozen men on the
other end of the rope bent their weight, and Ratliff was jerked from the ground.
The rope broke. Messengers were sent for another rope, and again the mob set
to its task. Then someone remembered that men about to die are usually given a
chance to say a last word. For another moment he was lowered to the ground,
but, displeased at his mumblings, the crowd yelled “string him up!”

So, Santa Claus met his fate at the hands of the citizens of the town of Cisco.
Amazingly, only six people were killed, considering all the shots that were fired.
Two of them were police officers.

A plaque has been erected on the outside wall of the old First National Bank
building in Cisco which reads, “Scene of daring Santa Claus Bank Robbery.” So
far is known, Santa has never participated in another bank heist.

Car Bash
Event
December 6th
2025:
9:30AM-1:30
PM

e Tickets Available:

* Right OFf the Lot: $20

¢ Used Clunker Tickets: $15

* Just Looking Tickets: $10
Team/Couple Tickets: 2-4
Individuals [($80 For 4) (540 for 2)

Life Line Housing works to empower
individuals recovering from addiction by
providing them with tools to promote
self-sufficiency and achieve long lasting
transformation.

LIFELINE
HOUSING

EMPOWERING CHANGE

CONTRACTORS, INC.

General Contractors Construction Managers
Nacogdoches, Texas

936-564-6500

iGE@ALi{

“'enef’

“Because Your
Building Matters!”
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* Green Houses ‘ .i il
* Dog Kennels H ik
* Loafing Sheds ©
e Carports/RV Covers * Deck Barns . Dormer Sheds

Call or e-mail John Jenkins
936.598.8000

70jj7enk|ns@campbellportablebunldm s.com

Southview Circle * Center,TX 75935
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Blake Faulkner e
036-615-4087 LEl
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A Big Bend Series:
The Marfa Lights

by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception.

This is the final piece in
this series that was comprised
of several of my impressions
of this storied land that I some-
how failed to visit until later in
life, much to my chagrin. Hav-
ing grown up amidst the sylvan
beauty of east Texas, it didn’t
really occur to me that the rela-
tive “badlands” of west Texas
would hold much fascination. I
was wrong, of course. I hope my
previous observations included :
herein over the last few months have kindled some interest among potential visi-
tors who may have wrongly shared my uninformed disinterest.

I’m not sure why, but I saved this piece about the Marfa Lights until last
in this series. Perhaps I am intrigued more than some about unexplained natu-
ral phenomena. It may also have something to do with my enthusiasm for sci-
ence fiction. For those whose journey of discovery may not have included such a
phantasm, a brief history of the lights may be in order:

The Marfa Lights consist of a series of mysterious glowing orbs that have ap-
peared on the horizon near the town of Marfa, Texas. These lights have fascinated
locals, visitors and researchers for more than a century, inspiring both scientific
investigation and speculation.

Reports of the Marfa Lights date back to at least 1883, when a young cat-
tleman named Robert Reed Ellison first observed unusual glowing lights while
driving cattle through Mitchell Flat. Native American stories suggest that these
phenomena may have been witnessed even earlier, although no written accounts
exist before the late 19th century.

As Marfa grew in the early 20th century, the lights continued to attract atten-
tion. Local residents and travelers alike began gathering along U.S. Highway 90,
hoping to catch a glimpse of the enigmatic illuminations. The mystery deepened
as observers noted that the lights often appeared to move, split, merge or change
colors, but they could never be approached or explained with certainty.

Over the decades, scientists and enthusiasts have offered various explana-
tions for the Marfa Lights, ranging from atmospheric reflections and mirages to
car headlights and campfires. Despite several studies, including those conducted
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, no single theory has been universally
accepted, and the lights remain an enduring mystery.

constructed on U.S. 90 by the state of Texas on the legendary viewing site where
we were not alone among the onlookers when nightfall arrived.

We strode onto the wide concrete apron facing toward the south and began
to peer into the blackness of the moonless sky. After waiting in the darkness for
a few minutes to ensure my eyes had adjusted, I raised my binoculars and felt
my heartbeat quicken. I remember being anxious, irrespective of the possible
outcomes. I knew that if I saw the lights, I would be jubilant, and if I didn’t see
them, I would be frustrated. Fortunately, I was able to discern, after several min-
utes, several glowing orbs, moving in the same direction at times and in different
directions at other times. It was quite surreal. The accompanying photo is a fair
representation of the visage I saw, except there were fewer of the lights visible
than appear in the photo (at top right):

Good News Only Featured
in Around The Town

Quality Mulch.
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Where Money Does Grow On Trees!

Providing Quality Materials Since 1983

What began in 1983 as a small grinding operation has grown into
one of the region’s largest and most respected suppliers of bark
mulch, rock, sod and landscape materials. With primary locations
in Texas and Louisiana, Bailey Bark Materials processes tons of
timber by-products each day and delivers landscaping materials
to customers near and far.

.,_-r,-._;-‘».wr-.q 7 1k

Nacogdoches, TX
(936) 564-1534

Shreveport, LA
(318) 219-8335

baileybarkmaterials.com

The next day, we returned to the viewing site to assess the topography of the
area where the lights appeared the night before. Raising the binoculars again, I
couldn’t see any sign of life or any structure, road or anything else that could pos-
sibly have produced the lights we saw. The accompanying (below) photo shows
the Mitchell Flat area where we were looking.

And so it was—perhaps the strangest phenomenon encountered during our
years of fulltime RV travel around the country. We had the good fortune to docu-
ment it all, and we hope our fond memories of Big Bend will provide a useful
diversion for our readers.
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NERVE PAIN?

Neuropathy Treatment Clinics of Texas offers a

solution for patients suffering from diabetic, idio-

pathic or chemical induced neuropathies. Our
drug free, non-invasive treatment program has
proven results. Graduates of our program

average over 80% reduction of their neuropathy

symptoms.
“Let Us Get On Your Nerves”

No Narcotics - No Steroids - No Surgery

Contact us to schedule your consultation.
903.303.2833

www.sfopnervepain.com

NEUROPATHY

401 Shelley Park Plaza, Tyler TX 75701

What’s Hot
With Anita
Scott at the
Angelina
County
Exposition
Center

Anita Scott

The Angelina Expo is now open to Arena Riders 9AM-3PM, M-F for just $10.00 per
horse. Give us a call at 936-637-3976 for availability. Must sign a liability waiver &
provide Coggin’s Testing.

UPCOMING IN DECEMBER 2025...

December 12 — December 13, 2025 — AN EVENING AT OLD BETHLEHEM

Free Admission and Free Parking.

Join us for the 40th annual Evening in Old Bethlehem. Bring your family to ex-
perience the sights, sounds, and wonder of the night Jesus was born. You can visit
with the townspeople, see how they lived, and visit the live nativity. Admission is
free - donations accepted.

For more information contact First United Methodist Church of Lufkin at 936-
639-3141.

December 9, 2025 — January 1, 2026 - M5 CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIA-
TION

Free Admission and Free Parking.

Begins at 9:00 am each day.

Come out and watch these horses and riders. They a very impressive! It is said
that a cutting horse possesses an innate ability to anticipate or read a cow’s intended
moves. Competitive cutting horses are well-trained and conditioned athletes with
skills honed to constrain the movement of a cow and prevent it from returning to
the herd. Such horses are able to stop and turn instantaneously, in sync with a cow’s
every move. The harder a cow tries to get back to the herd, the more instinct, skill
and athleticism are required of the horse to stay head-to-head with the cow, and the
higher the competition score.

For more information visit: (20+) M 5 CHA | Facebook

December 2025

e flvanced

" &= Answering Solutions

877-495-9625

We Answer How You Want,
When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

advancedansweringsolutions.com |

e 24/7 Live Operator Answering Service
We are here every day of the year

e Translation Services for over 350+ languages
e 100% USA based
e No Start Up Fees
e HIPAA Compliant

Now serving Nacogdoches and
all of the East Texas Area!

SET UP YOUR CUSTOMIZED PACKAGE TODAY!

PIKE SAW & TOOL

OTROV-BILT

ECHO
R STIHL,

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
BUY HERE-

Quality lawn and garden
equipment sales and service
SERVICED HERE!

since 1958. Largest selection of
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

Bonded, Insured

and Y TN
Free Estimates WJ

c]eu&éng 2 thérs

dba Winders' Sales & Services
Amy Rushing / President ¢ P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204

rushing?winders@gmail.com * www.winderstexas.com

“Win is in Our Name”
¢ Cleaners & Disinfectants * Carpet & Floor Care © Floor Mats
* Vacuums, Buffers, Scrubbers, Sweepers ¢ Paper Products & Disposables
* Ware Washing & Laundry * Equipment Repair ¢ Training
* and Much, Much More!

2724 SE Stallings Dr. * Nacogdoches, TX 75961

ETT .Y
on Angie’s List

Wi

A NG
PAINTING & REMODELING SPECIALIST OF EAST TX

936-615-5873

williamscontracting.us
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The Lamp-Lite
Players Present
The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever

The Lamp-Lite Players present The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, by Bar-
bara Robinson, December 18-21, 2025, ONE WEEKEND ONLY. Curtain is at
7:30 pm, December 18th, 19th, and 20th, and at 2:00 pm, December 21st. It is
highly recommended that tickets be purchased online at lampliteplayers.ludus.
com prior to the performances. Leftover tickets, if available, will be sold at the
Box Office the day of the performance 45 minutes before curtain. All seats are
reserved seats.

The Herdmans, played by Lydia Smith, Maddox Gaona, Grayson Fos,
Cadence Glazener, McKenna Fos, & Robert McDermand, are “the worst kids
in the world.” After hearing about desserts at church, they take over the main
parts of the Annual Christmas
Pageant, to the chagrin of the
Bradleys, played by Cristoban
Morones, Jessie Licht, Holly
Odom, & Stihl Adams. Can
Mrs. Bradley turn the impend-
ing fiasco around?

Mrs. Armstrong and the
other Ladies of the Church,
played by Candyce Wagnon,
Kim Fos, Jessica May, Alex
Baeza, and Sue Whatley, do
not think so. They continually
give advice to Rev. Hopkins,
played by Pablo Morones, and
his Deacon, Richard Malloy.
In addition, Beth’s best friend
Alice, played by Jocelyn Hunt,
provides her insights, and the
Sunday School Kids, including
Maxine, played by Carli Shaw,
and the rest, played by Jackson
Smith, Morgan Stewart, Radlyn
May, Kinsley Baeza, Vivian
Licht, Hazel Licht, Kenzie Clark, Nash Coutee, Graham Payne, Madie Boy-
er, and Amirabella Higginbotham, enter the fray. Added to the chaos are the
Firemen, played by David Morones and Isaac Alejandro Calderon. Benjamin
Smith portrays the Almost Baby Jesus.

Roz Couch directs this cherished Christmas tradition featuring adult, youth,
and child Lamp-Lite Play- ;
ers. Davy Thomas di-
rects the music and pro-
vides accompaniment,
along with Jody Ryan.
Christen Smith serves as
Stage Manager, assisted
by Heath McCormack.
Rounding out the produc-
tion leadership are Chelsi
Condon, Brian Oswald,
and Nancy Smith.

Audience members are
asked to arrive at Lamp-Lite Theatre 15-30 minutes prior to curtain. More infor-
mation may be found at www.lamplitetheatre.com. The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel
French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com.

The HERDMANS portrayed by (I to r) McKenna
Fos, Robert McDermand, Lydia Smith, Cadence
Glazener, Maddox Gaona, and Grayson Fos

The Bradleys portrayed by (I to r) Cristoban Morones;
Holly Odom, Jessie Licht, and Stihl Adams

THE LAMP-LITE PLAYERS PRESENT

<~ THEREST
< CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT

EVER:

Written By Barbara Robins
Directed by Roz Couch o

EAST TEXAS

LIVEL

THEATRE
THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 18, 19 & 20, 2029

PURCHASETICKETZ:30 PM SUNDAY,
Lot DECEMBER 2!, 2025
2:00 P.M.

Adult - $15.00 - Senior Citizen - $12.00
Student - $8.00

https:/[lampliteplayers.ludus.com

LAMP-LITE THEATRE
4210 LAMP-LITE LANE - LOOP 224 & OLD TYLER ROAD
lamplitetheatre@gmail.com - www.lamplitetheatre.com

fAyersfandithelstafifatiMike]BerrylMotors!
.« Chrysler * Dodge
i ag Jeep * Ram ° Fiat

3828 South Street ® Nacogdoches, TX 75964
936.564.7353

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm, Closed Sunday

ITAGUERIAYEIN2]1

= Menu
Tacos j
Quesadillas
Gringas |
Tortas
%  Burritos

1422 Douglass Rd. ® Nacogdoches, TX 75964 ¢ (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours

Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

TAQUERIA EL

auasardill Bringas




Page 33 December 2025

OLD TOWN

GENERATOR SERVICES

Sales
Commercial | Service
Agricultural | Installation

-

Jacob Willoughby

936.615./857

OldTownGeneratorService.com
OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated Ee=

TEX&LA

EQUIPMENT

Residential

Power
Generation

AUTHORIZED DEALER

|& LiuGonG

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS

LOCAL people serving
LOCAL customers

\ B JARED BISHOP
B PRESIDENT

Q@ 409-784-1200

SIMPSO
Real Estale, 11.c

FARMS+ HOMES* COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

. texlaequipment.com

Jennifer Simpson
Broker
936.462.3550

Bryan Davis
Agent
936.645.1226

Sarah Hudson
Agent
936.554.7739

104 North Street » Nacogdoches, TX 75961

orrice: 936.564.6418

Sering CHlacogdocked
Scence 1762

Walter Clark
Agent
936.244.8177

WINDHILL
APARTMENTS

% "

'f Voted best in Nacogdoches
ﬂ '~ for affordable, pet-friendly
Y

living with great amenities.
I LEASE NOW!
" (936)560-1771

*Property clean up
*Brush cutting
sLandscaping
*Tree work

N = T e
*Fence row cleaning &
L]

*General lawn care
Let us get you quoted today!

936-465-1030 REDEEMED

936-554-4557

tie.timbertx@gmail.com

397 Jacob St.
Timpson, TX

E. Sk X
E N S

EST 202658

TIE & TIMBER

Lodge and Event Center

PEPPARD

A U T O P L E X
Voted Bert of Vac gmﬁ‘mgem

www.PeppardAutoplex.com

o

BANNERS
SIGNS
GRAPHICS VEHICLE GRAPHICS

WRAPS T-SHIRTS & APPAREL
& MUCH MORE

SIgNS

SERVICE

REPAIR
= ACCESSORIES
» CUSTOM WORK
= STATE INSPECTIONS
» INSURANCE CLAIMS
» PICK-UP & DELIVERY

(936)244-1525

ERFoRMANCE

182 CR 701 CHRISTIAN NACOGDOCHES, TX 75964 | oldschoolnac@gmail.com

Manufactured Home
Insurance Specialist

(409)224-7717
)552-1164
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NAC ARTS
COLLABORATIVE News

CONNECTING COMMUNITY | SUPPORTING ARTISTS

2025 Year in Review

2025 has been a landmark year for Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative as we
expanded our reach, deepened our impact, and created more opportunities than
ever for local artists and our community.

Our Falling Star Gallery showcased extraordinary talent through diverse ex-
hibitions, including K.I., BA in Art at SFA; Richard Orton and Mary Fogel in our
first collaborative photography and poetry show; Elton and Sharon Scifres’ paint-
ings and photography; and a stunning painting and pottery collaboration between
Maggie Leyseth and Jim Leyseth. Each exhibition demonstrated the power of
artistic collaboration and creative expression. Save the date for Passport, our next
exhibition featuring four teaching artists, opening January 10.

Taking full advantage of our parking lot at 320 North Street, we hosted more
arts markets than ever before, providing sales opportunities for nearly 100 local

artists and small businesses. Our /

September ArtFest reached new - W’Wﬁ
heights with record attendance, en-

hanced by our prime location next 4 ‘ WINTER ‘\

WORKSHOP
\ & ARTS MARKET

to the Farmer’s Market in Banita
Creek Park. Special thanks to SFA
for providing transportation to en-

sure parents and students could en- Art

joy these vibrant community gath- £ FOOd _

erings. Festivities
We celebrated our 17th an- and more!

nual NAC Kids Theatre Camp December gth. 2025 from 10-2pm

with 40 enthusiastic students and Downtoun Nacogdoches

welcomed 20 young artists to our
second NAC Kids Art Camp. Both
programs thrived at our newest location at 141 Walker Street. We’re deeply
grateful to Nacogdoches Junior Forum for their generous financial support and
volunteer dedication that made these camps possible.

Our annual fundraiser, Arts Ball 2025: I Want My 80’s, was a tremendous
success thanks to our incredible sponsors: Sean Hightower, Judge Steven Kirk-

: land and Mark Parthie, Spirit Out-
fitters, Reach That LLC, Jerry and
Patty Wood, Les and Cheri Neal,
Weelynd and Kendra McMul-
lan, Sharon and Elton Scifres, and
many other generous donors, vol-
unteers, and supporters.

We’re thrilled to introduce our
new Art Cafe at 141 Walker Street,
offering the perfect date night or
group activity for our community.
This creative space adds another
dimension to NAC’s mission of making the arts accessible to everyone. The
Walker Street location will also be the new location for our art store featuring
handmade local art and curated
vintage.

NAC Ball Committee

Come celebrate the year
with us at our final 2025 event: NAC
Winter Workshop Arts Mar- A t C f
ket on the square, Decem- r S a e

ber 6 from 10am-2pm—your Where creativity meets community
creative “preshow” to the
Nine Flags Lighted Christmas
Parade.

Stay tuned for our 2026
offerings coming soon, and
get ready to support the arts in

2
A

Nacogdoches! ..'

.N acggdoches A'rts. Collap— Starting Thursday’ November [3th
orative is located inside Wil- Thursdays 5-7 PM & Sundays 2-4 PM
liamsburg Plaza, 320 North 141 Walker Ave Nacogdoches TX
Street. Falling Star Gallery Reserve your spot today — 325 per person

o ) ) Register at nacariscollabcom/reservations
@ NAC is in Suite 306 and is

open Saturdays from 11-4 or by
appointment by texting 917-209-1050. We are also an easy walk from downtown
at 415 N. Fredonia Street, one block north of the Fredonia Hotel. The NAC An-
nex is at 141 Walker Avenue behind the Fredonia Brewery.

Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in Nacogdoches and encouraging artists of all disciplines to thrive.

I I IH BC)QJ\I R
PINEYWOODS [)[ \4\[

FINANG CIAL \
magine a life where :
every day feels like J [ J f) "\1< ;

summer - stress-free,
unhurried, and on your
own terms. With a
personalized retirement
pian, that dream can
than you think. Whether
you're just starting to plan
or refining your existing
strategy, we're here to
guide you every step of
the way. Let's build a

future that's not only
secure, but full of the
freedom you've eamed.

(036) 550-1123 : 5
www. PINEYWoODSFINANCIAL.COM YOUR FUTURE SELF

WILL THANK YOU!

REX PERRY AUTOPLEX

“Home of the
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every
new vehicle purchased at
Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688

3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

Your 1/8 page full-color ad
will reach more than
16,000 readers each month!

$125 for one month
$95 per month 12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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CM TREE

“We’ll go
oufon a
limb for
you!”

Call Claude Miguez

5 Full Service Land Management

936-229-1262

SERVING ANGELINA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

December 2025

SERVICE

e Tree Trimming

 Tree Removal

e Bucket Truck

o Basket Lift (up to 90 feet)

e Insured

 Dozer Work

e Land Clearing

Muiching

Stump Grinding

e Pond Digging & Excavating Work

David Holcomb

Coins & Collectibles

We buy gold and silver bullion, collectible coins and
currency, as well as gold jewelry. We also sell gold and
silver bullion and carry an extensive selection of collect-
ible coins and currency. Plus we offer appraisals.

Open Wed-Fri
10am-4pm

614 N. Stalllngs Dr - Smte 113 (Next to the BBQ House)
Nacogdoches, TX 75965 - 936.305.3106 or 903.570.3186
davidholcomb213@gmail.com - Visit us on Facebook

SPORETS BAR & GRILL

LIVE MUSJC FRIDAY &
SATURDAY NIGHTS!

Steak Night Thursday

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX -

936.564.6889

N‘»s

\!

PEST AND TERMITE, INC.
Fly or Crawl, We Kil’Em All

(936) 560-2497

805 SE Stallings Drive, Nacogdoches
cptptest@gmail.com




Page 36 December 2025

The Internet: An
Important Tool
In Our Lives

by Marcella S Meeks

Marcella has been writing since 1988 and has articles and stories featured in
several publications across the country. She writes regular Christian children’s
stories for OUR LITTLE FRIEND, PRIMARY TREASURE and GUIDE MAGA-
ZINES (Pacific Press).

Marcella graduated from WRITER’S DIGEST SCHOOL of Nonfiction Writ-
ing; and ICS School of Short Story/Journalism, as well as The Institute of Chil-
dren’s Literature: Writing for Children and Teens.

In addition to writing, her next greatest passion is traveling around the coun-
try with her children and grandchildren. If you love to travel or just want to take
a family vacation, check out her travel website athttp.//[familytravelhostusa.com/

I remember a time in our lives when we didn’t have Internet or Social Media.
We relied on newspapers, radio, TV, telephone and postal mail for vital informa-
tion. It seemed so much easier back in those days but we had to wait. I guess in
a lot of ways I am still old school and rely on books a lot for entertainment. But
that’s because I love to read and books are ‘my thing.’

But one day computers came out and then comes the Internet. Remember the
dial up and those famous words: “You’ve Got Mail”? I used to think that was the
best thing in the world back then. We finally had access to a world of information
at our fingertips!

That was a new era for all of us and changed our lives to some extent. And the
Internet is changing lives in a much greater way than ever before. We have access
to so much information like never before.

The kids don’t use books anymore at school — they use Chrome books for
classroom work. Teachers use Smart Boards instead of chalk boards. Oh, how I
remember getting to write on chalkboards after school sometimes!

The Internet has become a huge part of my own life in ways I never thought
imaginable.

Many years ago, I started writing for magazines and newspapers across the
country and I had to mail everything out at the post office and wait weeks for a
reply. It was what I was used to at that time, but now I couldn’t even imagine
waiting that long for a letter to reach an editor or for a reply. I get impatient if our
Internet goes down even for one day. It has become an essential tool in my house.
If we have an outage, you better believe I’m on that phone trying to get it fixed!

My now grown children never had that luxury when they were kids, but they
do now.

My grandchildren have smart phones and Internet, but I worry about that a
lot and often caution them about talking with people they don’t know and so do
their parents.

Back in the day, if we needed to research anything, we had to go to public
libraries or newspaper offices to find what we were looking for. There was no
Internet available to us to help us in our research but we managed. At least I did.
It was a long and slow process but I was used to ‘slow.’

In this fast pace world of Internet, computers and smart phones, we can find
just about anything instantly and not have to wait for it. I depend on it so much
when I am writing and editors have the liberty of responding at their conve-
nience. If they need a quick rewrite or some vital information concerning a story,
all they have to do is email me and I respond accordingly.

I can be in touch with my doctors in a matter of minutes if I need to or to my
family and friends.

There are so many benefits in having Internet access these days. It has made
life somewhat easier for me. I am so accustomed to getting on Face Book with
friends and writing posts or answering posts that it would be hard not to be able
to anymore. I guess you could say that’s how I stay connected even though I am
still ‘old school.’

There is so much information out there on the web that is vital to us and some
that is not. But for those of who know how to use this information in the right
way, and not go searching for something that is illegal or not good, then the In-
ternet is a good thing.

I know it’s not a safe place for kids to be unsupervised. It would be like sim-
ply putting them out on a busy freeway with traffic going both ways. Even some
adults can get caught up in the unsafe part of he web. It happens everyday when
people are not careful or mindful about what they are doing.

The way I see it, if you have children and they have Internet access, it’s wise
to set parental boundaries with them. Find ways to block them from sites where
they do not need to be. And one of those places is TicToc. No child under 18
should be allowed there. It’s my opinion so you be the judge of your own child.

The Internet has its good points and its’ bad points. If you are going to have
access to it in your home, you have to be responsible for who surfs the web and
the sites they visit. Otherwise, it might not be safe for your home.

We’re not living in the 70s and 80s anymore. Times have definitely changed
since those days.

Shelby County

Outreach Ministries, Inc

+*» SCAN HERE »

Cireiine G
ELaGl

May your Christmas be Merry and Bright with a night of singing, food,
silent auctions, and more! Join us at the John D. ‘Windbam (ivic Centen
on Saturday, December 20, 2025. Mr. Kraig Parker will perform
(Cbristmas and Gospel bits from Elvis Presley.
“For more information, give us a call at 936-598-4990.
Al proceeds help feed the hungry and assist the needy.

SCAM HERE

4.30- VIP ENTRY ONLY
5:00-6:00- VIP MeeT & GREET W/ KRAIG PARKER
6:00-7:00- ReSERVED,/ GENERAL BDMISSION ENTRY
7:00- SHOWTIME!

Complete Ag Services

Sam Sharp Clay Jones

936.305.3346
HAY - AG LIME

Now offering Full Service on all Makes
of Ag Equipment

The Internet is an essential part of my writing career and I use it for my person-
al life as well. But I know how to surf the web and stay away from some places
where I don’t need to be. That’s the advantage we have when using it.

Looking back, I don’t see how we ever made it without it. I can do things so
much faster than ever before and get things done in a matter of a few minutes
or few hours where it used to take me days or weeks, sometimes even months. I
may still be reading books in book form but when it comes to working, I’d rather
be using my computer. Simple as that. It has made my life easier to some degree.

I can get on Google or a search engine of my choice and find what I am looking
for so much more quickly than having to look for it with outside sources.

I remember last year when I was cooking Thanksgiving dinner and I needed
a specific recipe — I called all my friends and no one knew what I needed but I
found a recipe online that was similar to what I needed and it was really good. I
simply told my friends it was my grandmothers’ recipe with a couple of changes
and no one minded! Thanksgiving dinner was a hit!

I utilize the Internet everyday either for work or for personal use and couldn’t
imagine life without it. But we do live in a fast pace world these days and some-
times, we need to slow down, pick up a good magazine, newspaper or book and
read it. That’s how I found Around The Town and I enjoy reading it every month.
And I decided to write some stories for them from time to time.

Again, the Internet has its place in our daily lives but sometimes, just slow
down and read something. Simple as that! Enjoy a little of both worlds. You’ll
be glad you did...
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Senn Lendeunar

East Texas Music Man!
Contact 936.676.4126

December 2025 Schedule

Thu 4th Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm
Tue 9th Guacamoles Nacogdoches 6:00 pm
Tue 16th  Guacamoles Jacksonville 6:00 pm
[[ Wed17th  TiaJuanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm
Thu 18th  Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin 6:00 am
Tue23rd  Guacamoles Nacogdoches 6:00 pm
Wed 31st  Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm

Lufkin/Angelina
County Chamber
Event Calendar

by Amanda Crocker
Director of Marketing & Communications,
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce

Navigating 2026 YE ARS
with Purpose 10 IN THE MAKING

and Progress the CHAMBER

LUFKIN | ANGELINA COUNTY

As 2025 comes to a close, many of
us feel a renewed sense of energy and momentum. The end of a year is a natural
time to reflect on what we accomplished, what we learned, and how we grew.
It also offers the perfect opportunity to look ahead, set new goals, and create a
plan for the future. Thoughtful preparation now helps ensure steady personal and
professional growth throughout the coming year.

Take a moment to look back on your achievements in 2025. What milestones
did you reach in your business or career? What personal successes are you proud
of? What lessons will help guide you in 2026? Maybe the year brought busi-
ness growth, new opportunities, improved systems, new products, or new skills.
Whether you are a business owner or a committed employee, this season is the
ideal time to evaluate the path ahead. Are you entering 2026 with a clear plan or
are you simply hoping things fall into place?

As you prepare for the new year, remember to take advantage of the re-
sources available to you. Did you make use of the many opportunities the Lufkin/
Angelina County Chamber of Commerce offered in 2025? Throughout the year,
the Chamber hosted networking events, leadership development programs, skill-
building workshops, business showcases, and community engagement initiatives.
These experiences help strengthen connections and support a growing Angelina
County.

No matter how your year ended, the Chamber is here to support you moving
forward. Monthly events like the First Friday Luncheon, Women’s Networking
events, and Power Networking Breakfast offer valuable insights for professionals
across all industries. Chamber University sessions provide timely and relevant
education to help individuals at every level continue to develop and excel.

Engaging in these opportunities not only increases your return on invest-
ment, but it also expands your network and builds relationships. As we head into
2026, take a look at the updated Chamber calendar on LufkinTexas.org and dis-
cover new ways to participate, connect with fellow Chamber Investors, and grow
your business.

Our mission remains clear. We strive to be the connector of leaders and in-
fluencers, the catalyst for business growth, and a strong champion for building a
better community. As we step into 2026 together, let us know how we can partner
with you to make the coming year one filled with purpose, progress, and success.

FREE BBQ SANDWICHES

from

AROUND THE TOWN!

NOON UNTIL WE RUN OUT

ONE SANDWICH PER PERSON IN ATTENDANCE
DONATIONS TO SHRINERS ACCEPTED, BUT NOT REQUIRED

i

ONE SANDWIoK pee
PERSON /N ATTENDANCE

UNTIL IT'S ALL GONE
Cour! il

V43 =
SATURDAY - DEC 20th
MEADOW RIDGE OUTDOORS

1090 CR 231 - Nacogdoches

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR MAKING THIS POSSIBLE!
EASTEX GLASS & MIRROR - MARTIN KENNEL
ARMADILLO SIGNS

4% KNIGHTS of
COLUMBUS

Gouncil 7553

Annual Chasily Raffl

Drawing to be held Tuesday, December 9, 2025
Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20
(Must be able to pass Background Check. Need not be present to win.)
FIRST PRIZE: Weatherby Vanguard

.300 Winchester Bolt Action Rifle
($879.99 Value)

THIRD PRIZE: Ruger RXM 9mm SECOND PRIZE: Browning 1911
Center Fire - Custom Grip .380 Caliber Custom Grip
($549.99 Value) ($829.99 Value)

Look for our booth at Pineywoods 3 W

Fair, Zwolle Tamale Festival, Hen- > "
derson Syrup Festival, Sassafras
Festival, Dio de las Muertos, and
Christmas in Crockett Festival.

2023 INVESTOR

the CHAMBER
LUFKIN | ANGELINA COUNTY
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Designed by
Jannetta Lamourt
jannettalamort@gmail.com

;*}'-- Leave the Stone Fort Museum Where It Now Stands for Historical Reasons

In last month’s A Little Bit of History, we discussed the practical reasons SFASU needs to leave the Stone Fort Museum,
where it now stands on the University campus in Nacogdoches. Now we will turn to the historical reasons they need to
leave it where it is.

Reason Number 1: The Stone Fort Museum stands as it is now—a replica of the original one downtown on Main Street—
because it represents a historical icon of the Spanish colonial people of Nacogdoches before Texas became a republic
and a state. Gil Y’barbo, an adesano®, built it as his house sometime between 1779, after he and others returned from San
Antonion via Buccarelli, and his return without permission to do so. Later, if | understand correctly, he built another house
for himself, and the Old Stone Fort took on some quasi-governmental functions. Having been reared in Los Adaes, the first
capital of colonial Texas in Louisiana near Robeline, Y’barbo assumed leadership because he was one of them, i.e., the
ones who had been exiled by the Marquis de Rubi's order for all missions and presidios to be evacuated. Although at one
time there were other remnants of Spanish colonial Texas in Nacogdoches, they have also been removed, e.g., the Red
House on the corner of Pillar and South Street and the Spanish cemetery where the courthouse now stands.

When the Roberts family sold the original Stone Fort to be torn down, my understanding there was considerable angst far
and wide, so much so that many believe its destruction may have fueled the impetus to save the Alamo. For over thirty
years it looked like not much was going to be done with it, finally the Centennial Commission voted and the legislature
appropriated the money for the intermediate structure erected by the Cum Concilio Club to be torn down and be rebuilt on
the campus of Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College (with additional stones which had to be quarried because not
enough of the original ones remained).

Reason Number 2: The Centennial Commission, consisting of J. Frank Doby, Louis Wiltz Kemp, and Father Foik deemed
it important enough for the 1936-1937 Texas Centennial celebration that it should be reconstructed on the SFA campus. It
is important to realize that, although 3000 historical markers were dedicated to the State of Texas, this was a larger project
that required more funding than the markers themselves. It was ranked a priority to honor Nacogdoches' history and the
Hispanics who helped build it into what it is today.

Reason 3: The Stone Fort Museum also stands as a symbol of the consolidation of power in Texas by Anglos who
immigrated to it in the roughly twenty-odd years between Texas independence and the beginnings of Anglo colonization.
Reason 4: The Stone Fort Museum is so intertwined with the history of SFASU that its annual event is called The Stone
Fort because, for almost ninety years, it has been resident on the campus.

For these four reasons and many more, leave the Stone Fort Museum where it now stands.

Kissin’ Kuzzins

(1) On Thursday, December 4, 2025, DETAS will host its Christmas Partyllmpromptu Auction beginning at 5 p.m. in
the Iris and Anne Howard Civic Center on 213 East Court Street in Newton, Texas, a potluck affair with food furnished
by members. After some Christmas music led by Ruth Dusan, Jamie Carter Bollich, and Dickie Dixon, members will
auction off items they have brought for sale to help fund the expenses of DETAS for 2026. (2) Matt McBroom,
Associate Dean of Forestry at Stephen F. Austin State University, will discuss the John Henry Kirby sawmills with
special reference to the one at Bon Weir in Newton County at about 6:15 p.m. on Monday January 5, 2025 for the
monthly meeting of the Deep East Texas Archeological Society at the Iris and Anne Howard Civic Center on 213 East
Court Street in Newton, Texas. Refreshments and desserts will be prepared by Sandra Litton and other members at
5:30 p.m., and President Ruth Dusan Garcia will conduct a brief business meeting at 6:00 p.m. For more information,
contact Ruth Dusan Garcia at (409) 336-9216 or ruthdusan35@gmail.com or Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 or
dixonhershel51@aol.com (3)On February 2, 2026, Dickie Dixon will discuss “The Significance of the Old Stone Fort:
Why SFASU Needs to Leave the Stone Fort Museum Where It Is” at about 6:15 p.m. at the Iris and Anne Howard
Civic Center on 213 Court Street in Newton Texas. For more information, contact Ruth Dusan Garcia at (409) 336-9216
or ruthdusan35@gmail.com or Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 or dixonhershel51@aol.com (4) ACGS will host its
Christmas PartylImpromptu Auction beginning at 3 p.m. on Monday, December 8, 2025, at the Fellowship Hall of
Keltys United Methodist Church on 1867 Old Mill Road in Lufkin, Texas. Great food and great items to be auctioned off
will abound. Christmas music will begin our time together, provided by Florence Donaghue, Jamie Carter Bollich, and
Dickie Dixon. For more information, contact Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 or dixonhershel51@aol.com. (5) Jeanelle
McCall has written a children’s book, Stuffie and the Great Flood, as a reaction to an image she saw of a stuffed
rabbit. All profits go to flood victims and their families of the flash flood in Kerrville. You can buy your copy at the
Museum of East Texas.

December 2025 birthdays: 1st: Corbin Havard 4th: Jean Wicker 13th: Seth Tippit 28th: Ken Donaghue 31st: Ann
Parker Flournoy

Blasts from the Past: Hershel Dixon, Sr. was born December 13, 1908. Nancy Emoline Reynolds Hinson was
born on December 15, 1877.
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, Add these titles
% to your reading list

The choice of titles does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the author of this column.

Music History

Divine Inspiration:
Handel's
Messiah

BEAT HAPPENING

s TOUGH OSIe

Beat Happening Tough Music: The Pops: A Life Of Louis Divine Inspiration:

Journey to Top Cop

Randall Paul .
a:IoEI{Ian:u Bryan C. Parker Secret Life Armstrong Handel's Messiah
Dudley Allen Terry Teachout John Culea
African American American History

Historical Fiction
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Blood and Courage: Bridles and Biscuits Early Texas Women The Clergyman’s Daughter  The Candlelight Murders

Lamar Denby Tom Gann and Frank Johnson George Orwell Gyles Brandwreth
Gary Pinkerton
Biblical Studies Autobiography Children’s
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]]SI‘ ()LT MORDECHAT GICHON

| T e MR. BEEIS HERE!
OF WATER ; 0.4

her True

Thu V-F.IﬂEl.US Mr. Bee is on & quest to find =
: : = his home ina wondland filled
with joyful encounters

and lively friends.

» & L8 e G TR _
Eric Met Chaim Herzog and Thu Van Ellis
rie Tletaxas g Ron Adair Jeanelle McCall

Mordechai Gichon

[Credit: This page, Eye on Books, was graphically designed by Jannetta Lamourt, jannettalamort@gmail.com, and edited by
the semi-omniscient ACGS Newsletter Eduhtuh, Jamie Carter Bollich. (Her handle is derived from my conversation with
Georgia native Vicky Craig, who told me she wrote a letter to the editor in the "Georgia brogue." Now, even though she speaks
Georgian, | don't think for a minute that she doesn't have a good head on her shoulders!)
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Bloom Christmas
Joy for Survivor
Parents and Children
Through Adopt-a-

Family Program

Shining a Beacon of Hope for
Families in Need

In the true spirit of the holiday season, the Janelle Grum Family Crisis Cen-
ter of East Texas proudly presents its cherished Adopt-a-Family program. This
heartwarming tradition connects compassionate community members with survi-
vors of abuse and their children—families who are courageously rebuilding their
lives free from violence.

“For many of the families we serve, the holidays can be filled with uncer-
tainty,” said Whitney Burran, Executive Director. “After leaving an abusive situ-
ation, parents often struggle to provide even the basics, much less gifts under
the tree. This program helps restore a bit of joy and hope during Christmas to
families who have already shown such incredible strength.”

Individuals, businesses, or groups can make a lasting difference by “adopt-
ing” a family currently receiving services at the Family Crisis Center. The agency
provides a personalized wish list of gifts, including clothing and shoe sizes for
each family member, making the process both simple and deeply meaningful.

The agency also welcomes donations of wrapping paper and supplies for
each adopted family, allowing parents to wrap gifts themselves and share in the
joy of giving during the holidays.

Families can be adopted through Thursday, December 11, with unwrapped
gifts and wrapping supplies to be dropped off at the agency’s administrative or
outreach offices between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

In 2024, the kindness of East Texans made the holidays brighter for 92 fami-
lies and 225 children who received gifts through this program — a remarkable
testament to the power of community compassion.

“This initiative is about more than presents,” Burran added. “Each family
adopted represents a reminder that healing doesn’t happen in isolation — it hap-
pens when neighbors, businesses, and volunteers step up to show they care.”

To participate in this year’s Adopt-a-Family program or learn more, please
contact Mallory Harris, Marketing & Communications Coordinator, at mharris@
fccet.com or 936-639-1681.

The Family Crisis Center of East Texas (FCCET) is a non-profit organization that
empowers survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault by providing crisis interven-
tion and advocacy services. The FCCET also engages the community through education
to build awareness and prevent domestic violence and sexual assault.

Since 1979, the Janelle Grum Family Crisis Center of East Texas (Women’s Shelter
of East Texas, Inc.) staffs a full array of professionals specializing in assistance for survi-
vors of domestic violence and sexual assault. These services included emergency shelter,
a 24-hour crisis hotline, access to food and clothing, information and referrals, legal
and personal advocacy, child advocacy, self-sufficiency advocacy, counseling, support
groups, transitional housing, prevention services, Battering Intervention & Prevention
Program and more.

¥ LQ{;;// lo the woerld

FREE NAC NEWS 241!
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Il Don't miss your news from Nacogdoches!
IS Create an easy shortcut on your
ﬂw iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS
PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS
NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS
WEATHER
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LARITTONCA/RRANT

INSURANCE

BRITTON ARRANT
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL ST. NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
BUS: (936) 569-6200
EMAIL: ARRANTINSURANCE@GMAIL.COM
AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BUSINESS - SPECIALTY

Usted Best
Lockomith and
Lock and Safe Co. =

e Commercial &
Residential
Security Systems

e Commercial,
Residential &
Auto Lock and
Key Services

(936)564-1893

916 Park Street - Nacogdoches, TX 75961
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

BECOME YOUR BEST SELF

ANYTIME FITNESS
NACOGDOCHES

3801 North St. Nacogdoches, TX 7?5965
903.205.9165

Come try our Silver
and Fit Class! SCAN THE QR CODE
Includes: = TO SIGN UP TODAY!

« Evolt 360 Body Scan * Functional

o A movements
0 7 access to ALL . Prinriti
Graiens Prioritized safety

. . ¢ Increased strength
* ﬁ"yt'me Fitness and flexibilityg
PP

. :  Expect coach Tonya
Apple Fitness + to help you along
¢ And much more! the way!

dochescu.com 800-424-2786

DOCHES CREDIT UNION

Membership Makes the Difference!

[Loans qudq . ()nlmc B’mkmw

redit » much me

ation
I-i| I_..[)m.lu;.Cl'

Nacogdoches » Center « Hemphill

= BCS =
ENTERPRISES =8 "=

Blake Fallknier | et Corped

936-615-4087 cat

Kubota

Mike Renfroe

Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139
Night (936) 569-0577

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS
Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service

2900 SE Stallings Dr.
etwpler@suddenlinkmail.com  Nacogdoches, TX 75961

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

760-905-5950

Heath Rogers

Interior / Exterior Painting
Pressure Washing - Drywall - Texturing
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SINCE 1989 ©

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX

936.569.6387

mas.jewelershowcase.com

KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE
LIFE

936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST - NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

GOODJSYEAR

KELLY i§ TIRES

ZRIDGESTONE

TOVO TIRES

LB, A e o cw—
r A /N -4

B@(ATMAN UIRE

SERVICE

Largest Inventory
for Passenger

and Light Truck Tires

315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275
boatmantireand service.com

Septic Systems — Aerobic & Conventional

Alllgator
Annie's

18475 Hwy 259
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965-8615

Cell (936) 559-3242

 addsonbodyrepairattret

Adkison Body & Repair

Now Repairing RV's and Motorhomes!
Gary Adkison

8946 US Hwy 259 e

Nacogdoches, TX 75965

PH: 936.569.2966
fax 936.715.0845

YOUR COMPLETE FLOOR COVERING CENTER
UNFINISHED FURNITURE
LAMINATE « CARPET - WOOD « CERAMIC TILE

(936) 824-2178 * (936) 824-2931
MARK & REGINA FERDEN 4150 S. US HWY 69

Owners Lufkin, TX 75901
Email: carpetsbycuriosity@consolidated.net

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

1015 North Street - Nacogdoches
936-564-8381 - 866-468-6301
www.goundchevy.com
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Nacogdoches Church Directory

SPONSORED BY

Cason Monk-Metcalf
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5400 North Street « Nacogdoches, TX 75965

936-564-7333

“Serving The Nacogdoches
Community With Honor
and Dignity Since 1893”

Agape Life Church — 3500 North Street #3, 75965 — 936.559.3081

Antioch Baptist Church — 1421 Greer Street, 75961 — 936.569.7432

Apostolic Lighthouse — 1801 Durst Street

Appleby Baptist Church — 13995 US-59, 75965

Austin Heights Baptist Church — 2806 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.0818

Bethel Temple Church of God in Christ — 1716 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, 75961 —
936.305.5138

Bethelem Mission — 125 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.564.6278

Bonita Methodist Church — 10303 Hwy 259 @ Central Heights — 936.560.2028

Calvary Baptist Church — 3732 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.4539

Calvary Pentecostal Church — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835

Cariker Street Seventh-day Adventist Church— 909 Cariker Street, 75961 — 936.564.2197
Centro De Vida Cristiana — 2933 Hunter Street, 75964 — 936.615.4753

Christ Episcopal Church — 502 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 936.564.0421

Christian Life Center | Pentecostal Church — 2604 Stallings Drive N, 75964 — 936.560.1431
Church of Christ — 3831 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956

Corner Post Cowboy Church — 8151 FM 1638, 75964 — 936.645.0123

Davis Memorial Church of God — 1614 Gasaway Rd, 75964 — 936.564.8401

Eastside United Pentecostal Church — 3801 Center Rd, 75961 — 936.564.6432
Fairview United Methodist Church — 6296 TX-21, 75961

Faith Temple Church — 217 Sweetgum Street, 75961 — 936.559.1502

First Baptist Church — 411 North Street, 75961 — 936.564.7379

First Christian Church — 702 Mound Street, 75961 — 936.564.7389

First Pentecostal Church — 1622 Douglass Rd, 75964 — 936.569.6784

First United Methodist Church — 201 E Hospital Street, 75961 — 936.564.8308

Forest Pine Church — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 936.564.8386

Glory Gang — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 —1.855.456.7944

Godtel Ministries — 330 E. Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7914

Gospel Assembly Church — 2916 Lilly Street, 75964 — 936.219.0251

Grace Baptist Church — 4120 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.552.8988

Grace Bible Church — 2305 Raguet Street, 75965 — 936.564.8867

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church — SE Loop 224, 75961 — 936.559.0952

Gravel Ridge Missionary Baptist Church — 7425 FM 225, 75964

Greater Faith Tabernacle — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835

Harmonia Baptist Church — 2547 Old Post Oak Rd, 75965 — 936.552.1956

Harmony Baptist Church — 268 County Rd 726, 75964 — 936.569.7381

Harvest Point Church — 2708 South Street, 75964 — 936.569.9342

Heritage Primitive Baptist Church — 128 Hunt Street, 75965 — 936.554.0102

High Praise Tabernacle — 1607 Douglass Rd, 75964

Iglesia Bautista Cristiana — 1917 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.462.8692

Iglesia Bautista Vida Eterna — 2612 Williams Street, 75964 — 936.462.0719

Iglesia Evangelica Cristiana Espiritual — 501 Lenwood Drive, 75964

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church — 1422 County Rd 724, 75964 — 936.560.3200
Impact Cowboy Church of Nacogdoches — 415 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.569.8559
International Church of Nacogdoches — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.7265
Iron Wheel Baptist Church — 820 1st Street, 75961 — 936.569.8358

Jacob’s Memorial Cogic — 1717 Castleberry Street, 75961 — 936.564.7493

Johnson Chapel CME Church — 614 3rd Street, 75961 — 936.569.9703

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses — 2832 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.560.6571
Life Church — 702 N University Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956

Little Zion Baptist Church — 305 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.4577

Macedonia Baptist Church — 169 County Rd 719, 75964 — 936.564.3148

Martinsville Baptist Church — 10892 FM 95, 75961 — 936.554.1344

Miracle Tabernacle — 3214 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.4624.8575

Mosaic Church | Nacogdoches — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.615.3199
Mt Moriah Baptist Church — 1413 Powers Street, 75964 — 936.564.3058

Mt-Zion Baptist Church — 3767 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.554.7294
Nacogdoches Bible Fellowship — 2220 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7077
Nacogdoches Christian Fellowship — 1701 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.560.1948

Nacogdoches Community Church / Victory Fellowship — 1907 Stallings Drive N, 75964
— 936.569.2720

Nacogdoches First Church of the Nazarene — 211 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 —
936.305.5351

Nacogdoches Korean Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 972.632.0560
Nacogdoches Seventh-day Adventist Church — 4407 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1905
New Birth Fellowship Church — 2910 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7334

New Creation Nations Christian Center — 3806 NW Stallings Drive, 75964

New Hope Baptist Church — 819 Ritchie Street, 75961 — 936.225.8580

New Hope Methodist Church — 5301 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.564.7693

New Life Christian Fellowship — 4111 FM 1878, 75965 — 936.674.7339

North Street Church of Christ — 3914 North Street, 75965 — 936.564.2471
Northpointe Church of God — 3900 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.560.2358
Northwood Baptist Church — 3224 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.2969

Oak Grove Baptist Church — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.569.0756

Old North Baptist Church — 332 County Rd 205, 75965

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church — 4401 OId Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.560.3506
Pine Flat CME Church — 899 FM 3228, 75961 — 936.564.4224

Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church — 4922 FM 2864, 75965 — 936.559.5445
Power Of The Word — 1501 Industrial Drive, 75964

Redeemer Lutheran Church — 2306 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.6729
Redemption Baptist Church — 3716 South Street, 75964 — 936.414.6777

Rey De Reyes Iglesia Cristiana — 1705 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.462.8008
Rock Springs Church — 203 County Rd 819, 75964

Sacred Heart Catholic Church — 2508 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.7807
Sandy Ridge Church — 75964

Saint Paisios the Athonite Orthodox Christian Mission — 614 E Starr Ave, 75961 —
936.622.0622

Saints Temple Church of God in Christ — 2604 Ellis Street, 75964 — 936.560.3506
Shady Grove Baptist Church — 2548 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.560.2721
Shawnee Church of Christ — 612 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.2103
Southside Church of Christ — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.559.1800
Stallings Drive Baptist Church — 728 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.2075
Star Hope Baptist Church — 2305 Looneyville Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1369

St James Baptist Church — 2633 Canyon Street, 75964 — 936.564.7887

St Mary’s Chapel — 215 College Street, 75965 — 936.564.0661

St Matthew Church — 2720 Matthew Street, 75964

St Paul’s Methodist Church — 601 Moore Street, 75961 — 936.564.3585
Stonewall Fellowship Church — 1303 S University Drive, 75961 — 936.587.9895

Sunset Galilee Missionary Baptist Church — 1609 S Rayburn Drive, 75961 —
936.564.3853

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — 3307 Center Rd, 75961 —
936.564.0687

The Citizen Nac — 108 N Lanana Street, 75961 — 936.237.6395

Timber Creek Church — 3801 North Street, 75965 — 936.632.3540

Union Cross Missionary Baptist Church — 2905 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.9838
University Church — 2505 North Street, 75965 — 936.205.3100

Vineyard Church — 4140 FM 1878, 75961 — 936.564.4600

Westminster Presbyterian Church — 903 North Street, 75961— 936.564.0203
Westside Missionary Baptist Church — 3109 Durst Street, 75964 — 936.564.0713
Woden United Pentecostal Church — 136 Rankin Rd, 75961 — 936.560.2733

Zion Hill First Baptist Church — 324 N Lanana Street, 75961
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OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS
MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL

TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE
PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD

222 SOUTH STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961

PH: (936) 564-8752 FX: 564-6003
hermanpowertire.com

EASTEX
GLASS & MIRROR

3102 South Street

: BCS
ENTERPRISES "= 7=

Nacogdoches, TX 75961 Speciali
933_5959_3234"l Blake Faulkner i ﬁ?l?h:r:;
800.657.2425 936-615-4087 e

Michael Kenney
President-Manager
mkenney@hotmail.com

Renfro'y Glass i

“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE
AND COMMERCIAL
GLASS SERVICES

Fhee! FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

ESTIMATES f @C&BTREE
Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

714 No(;th I?treet Www.rleréfsré)%lg.ag,s?ggg
c&B TREE SERVICE Nacogdoches, TX 75961 - - _
Nacogdoches, TX
L llﬂull TX
g;" %% ANDERSON’S

3 A/C & HEATING, LLC
~ f Made in America!

Servicing Deep East Texas, West Louisiana and All of Angelina County

HEMPHILL LUFKIN
409-787-2868 | 936-888-1098

TACLB27443E Financing Available TACLA27443R

#351“

Phofessional &

TREE REMOVA
(D Wi @ it ©) Wt

936.635.6735 cauunmesﬁ‘ﬂ‘é’.’é‘é"ém

AUTOMOTIVE

SPECIALIST

EST. 1985

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 998-3210 - Fax (936) 598-4716
948 Hwy. 7E. - Center, Texas 75935

COUPON
$50

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

www.nacogdoches.org

Your

Next : N\ —
Handyman Wmm" SHWIEES'

Seruices =?ﬁ%'?427' 7522

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

htyhandymanserwces c '_6}' _

UamfmeImEED NEC =HRETUTEY mUDMmT

SHELBY COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE




Budweiser Clydesdales Public Viewing
Tue, Dec. 2nd 10am-3pm
Thu, Dec. 4th 10am-4pm
Fri, Dec. 5th 10am-3pm
Sun, Dec. 7th 10am-3pm
Nacogdoches County Exposition & Civic Center

Toxins and Tinis
Fri, Dec. 5th 4-7pm
Well Body Solutions

Classic Car Cruise In
Fri, Dec. 5th 5-7pm
Clear Springs

Main Street Movie Night
Fri, Dec. 5th 6:30-8:30pm
Charles Bright Visitor Center Stage

Jingle Bell Run
Sat, Dec. 6th 7:30-11:30am
Red House Winery

Winter Workshop Arts Market
Sat, Dec. 6th 10am-2pm
Downtown Square

Market on Main
Sat, Dec. 6th 10am-2pm
305 East Main St.

Lamp-Lite Players: A Christmas Carol
Sat, Dec. 6th 1pm, 2pm, & 3pm
First United Methodist Church Chapel

Jingle Jams on the Square
Sat, Dec. 6th 4-5:30pm
Charles Bright Visitor Center

Merry Tuba Christmas
Sat, Dec. 6th 5pm
FirstNac United Methodist Church

Nine Flags Lighted Christmas Parade
Sat, Dec. 6th 6:30pm
Downtown Nacogdoches

Very Victorian Christmas Dinner
Fri, Dec. 12th 6:30pm
Zion Hill Historic

Christmas Tour of Homes
Sat, Dec. 13th 1-5pm
Various Locations in Nacogdoches

Old Fashioned Christmas
Sat, Dec. 13th 1-9pm
Millard’s Crossing Historic Village

Main Street Movie Night
Fri, Dec. 19th 6:30-8:30pm
Charles Bright Visitor Center Stage

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Dec. 18th, 19th, & 20th 7:30pm
Dec. 21th 2:00 pm
Lamp-Lite Theatre
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Stocking Stuffer Stroll
Fri, Dec. 19th 10am-5pm & Sat, Dec. 20th 10am-3pm
Various Downtown Businesses

Art Cafe
Sundays: 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, & 12/28 10am-2pm
Thursdays: 12/4, 12/11, & 12/28 5-7pm
141 Walker Ave

Loblolly Model Train Display
Dec. 5th, 6th, 7th, 12th, 13th, 14th
Nacogdoches Railroad Depot

Toys for Tots
Dec. 1st - Dec. 8th
Johnson Furniture

Christmas Lighted Drive Through
Mondays in December
Millard's Crossing Historic Village

Banita Creek Hall
Thursdays: Ladies Night
Fridays: Dollar Night
12/4; Randall King
12/31: NYE Bash (Free Champagne at midnight)

Aperitivo Cafe & Gelato
12/4: Open House & Live Music 7-11pm
12/4: Cars & Coffee 7-11pm
12/11: Piano & Pour 5-11pm
12/13: Aperitivo Provisions Mini Market 8am-2pm
2/18: Piano & Pour 5-11pm

Lone Star Trivia
All times are 7pm unless stated otherwise
Tuesday: 12/2 & 12/30 Botilecap Alley
Thursday: 12/4 & 12/11 Fredonia Brewery

Naca Valley Vineyard
Pizza on the Pavilion:

Andy's Wood-Fired Pizza every Thurs-Sat.
12/6: Randy C Moore Live 5:30pm
12/13: Gabe Shipp Live 5:30pm
12/20: Tyler Dhone Live 5:30pm

Maklemore's Ale House & Bistro
Wine Down Wednesdays: Live Music

Madhatter Distillery
12/5: Roaring ‘20's Prohibition Ended Party, Daniel
McMahon Live, Revolution Road Pizza 7-10pm

12/6: Haylee Lewis & Smash n Pass Food Truck 7-10pm

12/12: Jay and Linda Kay 7-9:30pm
12/13: Haylee Lewis & Oma's Wurst Haus 7-10pm
12/20: Ugly Sweater Party, Haylee Lewis,
Oma's Wurst Haus 7-10pm
12/27: Daniel McMahon 7-9:30pm
12/31: New Year's Eve Party 7pm-Midnight

Farmers Market
Every Saturday 9am-12pm
Nacogdoches Farmers Market

Pemberley's Afternoon Tea
Pemberley's at The Jones House
Every Thursday @ 4pm

Fredonia Brewery
Trivia every Thursday @ 7pm
Live Music every Friday & Saturday
12/3: Books & Beer 6-7pm
12/5: Huffie & The Paintfish 6:30-8:30pm
12/6: Christmas Parade Watch Location 6-10pm
12/7: Christmas Market 12-5pm
12/13: Ally Fuller 6-9pm
12/19: Mike Freiley Show 6:30-8:30pm

Lumberjack Harley Davidson
12/6: Oak Creek Center Toy Drive 12-3pm
12/13: Ugly Sweater & Gingerbread
House Contest 12-3pm
12/20: Party with Santa 12-3pm
12/27: Frosty Hour 12-3pm

SFA Alumni Association
*Locations are ltalicized*
Banita Creek Hall:
12/2: Fall 2025 Senior Send-Off 5:30-7:30pm
SFA Grand Ballroom:
12/5: Big Dip 2025- Fall Ring Ceremony

SFA Fine Arts
*Locations are ltalicized*
Cole Art Center:
10/14-1/4: REFINED: The Foreseeable Future
11/20-1/31: Celebrating Light & Color by Peter Andrew
Griffith Fine Arts Building, Turmner Auditorium:
12/2: SFA Symphony Orchestra 7:30pm
12/6: Seasonal Celebration Combined Choirs 7:30pm
12/9: Eileen Ivers | University Series 7:30pm
Griffith Fine Arts Building, Flex Theatre:
12/4-12/5: Danceworks 7:30pm
12/6: Dancewarks 2pm

SFA Gardens
*Locations are Italicized*

Brundrett Conservation Education Building
12/6: “Deck the Halls: Using Evergreens to Decorate
for the Holidays" 9am-12pm & 1-4pm
12/11: SFA Gardens Against the Odds - A year in the
garden 7-8pm

SFA Planetarium Shows
Sat, Dec. 6th & 13th

3:00pm, 4:30pm, & 7:00pm
SFA Stem Building

LugNutz Bar & Grill
Thursday Steak Nights
Karaoke & Burger Fridays
Live Music Saturdays

For tickets, information and more go to
www.visithacogdoches.org/events

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!

If your church, service organization or non-profit has an
upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!

Please include a contact phone number.
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Carroway

FUNERAL HOME

2704 S John Redditt Dr
Lufkin, TX 75904

936-634-2255 936-876-5555 936-398-4141

9475SUS69
Huntington, TX 75949

204 E Front St
Corrigan, TX 75939

www.carrowayfuneralhome.com

Allentown United Pentecostal Church — 4166 FM 843, 75904 — 972.921.6533
Angelina Church of Christ — 2213 Tulane Drive, 75901 — 936.634.4555

Angel of Joy Lutheran Church — 4003 Daniel McCall Drive, 75904 — 936.6324777
Believers’ Bible Church — 408 S Medford Drive, 75901 — 936.632.3818

Bethel Assembly of God Church — 3863 Ted Trout Drive, 75904 — 936.875.2444
Bountiful Blessings Ministries — 5730 SH 103W, 75904 — 936.671.0996

Breath of Life United Fellowship Of Churches Int'l — 1202 Cain Street, 75904 —
609.851.8541

Canaan Missionary Baptist Church — 1313 Paul Ave, 75801 — 936.632.5683
Carpenter’'s Way Church — 400 N John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.632 6599
Central Church of Christ — 711 N Second Street, 75901

Chestnut Drive Baptist Church — 1701 S Chestnut Street, 75901 — 972.632.1568
Christ Congregational Church — 105 Saddle Creek Drive, 75904 — 936.634.2009
Church At Lufkin — 205 Joyce Lane, 75901 — 936.632.6185

Church in the Park — Kiwanis Park Drive, 75901

Church of Christ — 2906 Atkinson Drive, 75901 — 936.632.1233

Church of Christ — 401 E Groesbeck Ave, 75901 — 936.634.7515

Church of Christ — 910 Oquinn Ave, 75904 — 936.632.3601

Church of the Living God— 212 S Garvan Street, 75901 — 936.632.4141

Church of the Living God — 613 Culverhouse Street, 75904 — 936.632.5144

City Church Lufkin — 711 N Second Street, 75901 — 936.632.3844

Collins Chapel CME Church — 801 Rowe Ave, 75904 — 936.637.2610

Covenant Presbyterian Church — 1303 E Denman Ave, 75901 — 936.637.6043
Cross Road Baptist Church — 5714 Old Union Rd, 75904 — 936.875.2810

Cross Timbers Cowboy Church — 4977 US 69, 75904 — 936.632.2535

Denman Avenue Baptist Church — 1807 E Denman Ave, 75901 — 936.634.6691
Dunn Chapel Church — 1212 Bethlehem Rd, 75904 — 936.637.3770

Eastview United Pentecostal Church — 1407 N Medford Drive, 75901 — 936.632.3525
Emanuel Assembly of God Church — 1818 N Timberland Drive, 75901 — 936.634.2483
Fairview Baptist Church — 3742 FM 2108, 75901 — 936.637.1466

Faith Family Church — 7020 US 59, 75901 — 936.632.8275

First Baptist Church Lufkin — 106 E Bremond Ave, 75901 — 936.634.3386

First Christian Church — 1300 S First Street, Suite 1, 75901 — 936 .634.8341

First Church of the Nazarene — 1604 S Medford Drive, 75901 — 836.634.9443
First Lutheran Church — 1001 Atkinson Drive, 75901 — 936.634.7468

First Presbyterian Church — 607 Janeway Ave, 75904 — 936.634.3711

First United Methodist Church of Lufkin — 805 E Denman Ave, 75901 — 936.639.3141
First United Pentecostal Church — 3200 S Medford Drive, 75901 — 936.634.3515
Free Spirit Church — 610 Cain Street, 75904 — 936.639.6515

Fuller Springs Missionary Baptist Church — 5003 Fuller Springs Drive, 75901
Godtel Ministries — 323 Moody Street, 75901 — 936.637.2520

Goodwill Baptist Church — 812 E Lufkin Ave, 75901 — 936.634.7832

Grace Tabernacle Church — 408 Henderson Street, 75904 — 936.634.4589
Greater Shilo Baptist Church — 600 Weaver Ave, 75904 — 936.632.3630
Greater Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church — 1519 Williams Street, 75904 — 936.632.3629
Harbor Light Church — 109 Jones Street, 75901

Harmony Hill Baptist Church — 2708 S Chestnut Street, 75801 — 936.632.1350
Harvest Family Worship Center — 4176 FM 2251, 75904

Heritage Baptist Church — 1910 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.632.8188
Hillcrest Baptist Church — 2005 Ford Chapel Rd, 75801 — 936.634.3419

Homer Methodist Church — 5265 FM 326, 75901

Impact Outreach Ministries — 440 FM 2021, 75801 — 936.632.2611

Keltys First Baptist Church — 2402 N John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.634.4019
Keltys United Methodist Church — 1867 Old Mill Rd, 75904 — 936.634.3950

La Vina Church — 516 Montrose Street, 75901 — 936.366.1821

LifeGate Church — 2511 E Lufkin Ave, 75901 — 936.632.1517

LifePoint Church — 4737 Ted Trout Drive, 75904 — 936.634.6674

Little Flock Baptist Church — 2769 FM 1475, 75901 — 936.824.3633

Long Chapel CME Church — 514 Lining Street, 75901 — 936.634 4049

Loop 287 Church of Christ — 1911 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 836.212.0605
Lufkin First Missionary Baptist Church — 410 Scarborough Street, 75804 — 936.632.2426
Lufkin Seventh-day Adventist Church — 1208 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.639.1898
Memorial Baptist Church — 904 N John Redditt Drive, 75804 — 936.634.9288
Monastery of the Infant Jesus — 1501 Lotus Lane, 75904 — 936.634 4233

Mt Calvary Baptist Church — 208 Calvary Street, 75804 — 936.634 6266

Mt Carmel Baptist Church — 595 Mt Carmel Rd, 75904 — 936.875.2218

Mt Zion Baptist Church — 4303 FM 842, 75901 — 936.632.6447

New Beginning Baptist Church — 1002 Pershing Ave, 75804 — 936.699.7729

New Life Church of Lufkin — 4707 FM 843, 75904

New Life Church on the Rock — 4333 SH 103, 75904 — 936.632-2678

New Zion Temple of Deliverance, Inc — 1202 Cain Street, 75904 — 936.634.6759

Our Father’s House of Faith — 518 S 3rd Street, 759801 — 936.639.9431

Overcomers Through Faith — 202 Forest Park Blvd, 75901 — 936.632.8149

Parkview Baptist Church — 111 Parkview Circle, 75904 — 936.634.6717

Peaceful Rest Baptist Church — 105 Fair Street, 75904 — 936.634.5700

Promise Land Baptist Church — 208 Whitehouse Drive, 75901 — 936.639.9633
Providence Baptist Church — 4423 Ted Trout Drive, 759904 — 936.875.2613

Redland Baptist Church — 234 Redland Church Rd, 75904 — 936.634.7437

Solid Rock Church— 3476 SH 103, 75904 — 936.639.8808

Southside Baptist Church — 1615 Tulane Drive, 75901 — 936.632.3292

St Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church — 1611 Feagin Drive, 75904 — 936.632.9100
Timber Creek Church — 2021 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 836.632.3540

The Foundry Assembly of God — 1405 S Chestnut Street, 75801 — 936.634.1444

St Patrick’s Catholic Church — 2118 Lowry Street, 75901 — 936.634.6833

St Cyprian’s Episcopal Church — 919 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.639.1253

St Paul’s United Methodist Church — 1505 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.634.7810
St Thomas Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church — 2112 N Timberland Drive, 75801
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — 606 Bending Oak Street, 75804
The River Lufkin — 617 S Bynum Street, 75904

The River Lufkin, A Church For Whosoever — 105 Holmes Rd, 75904 — 936 632 7407
Timber Creek Church — 2021 S John Redditt Drive, 75904 — 936.632.3540

Timberiand Drive Church of Christ — 912 S Timberland Drive, 75801, 75801 —
936.634.7110

Timberland Unitarian Universalist Fellowship — 1510 N Timberland Drive, 75801 —
936.208.7955

Trinity Baptist Church — 1641 FM 325, 75901 — 972.632.8450

Union Road Church of Christ — 3504 Old Union Rd, 75904 — 936.634.4144
United Pentecostal Church — 4109 S First Street, 75901 — 936.632.7718

Warren Temple True Light Church — 405 S Warren Street, 75901 — 936.634.4637
West End Church-God In Christ — 2014 Cairo Street, 75904 — 936.634.7807
Woods Memorial Temple Church — 230 Leach Street, 75904 — 936 .632.9701
Word of Life Church — 1407 Ellis Ave, 75904 — 936.639.2000
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YOUR BUSINESS CAN SPONSOR THIS PAGE
REACH MORE THAN 16,000 READERS EACH MONTH
ONLY $300 PER MONTH FOR THIS SPACE

PHONE SHARON ROBERTS @

936.552.6758 FOR INFO

CENTER:
Abundant Love Ministries — 1426 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 972.598.8060
Arcadia Church of Christ — 75935

Blount Chapel Baptist Church — 298 CR 3760, 75935 — 936.598.5362
(Temporarily Closed)

Bright Morning Baptist Church — 623 Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4560
Called Out Church — 1077 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2333

Carroll’s Chapel CME Church — 302 FM 2694, 75935 — 936.598.2260

Central Baptist Church — 909 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3642

Center Christian Church — SH 87, 75935 — 936.598.2645

Center Christian Fellowship — 75935

Center Church of Christ — 110 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.2945

Center Church of the Nazarene — 400 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3785
Center First Pentecostal Church — 610 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3646
Center Missionary Baptist Church — 443 Moffett Drive, 75935

Clever Creek Baptist Church — 199 CR 1042 at FM 417 West, 75935

CME Church Lanetown — 3709 FM 711, 75935 — 936.288.0434

East Liberty Church — 75935

First Baptist Church — 117 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.5605

First Christian Church — 124 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3512

First Methodist Church — 211 Porter Street, 75935 — 936.598.2707

First Pentecostal Church-Jesus — 480 FM 2026, 75935 — 936.598.4276
Good Hope Church — 75935

Heritage Baptist Church — 1001 Tenaha Street, 75935 — 936.332.0310
Hillcrest Baptist Church — 901 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2704
HORAM — 205 Church Street, 75935

House of Refuge Ministries — 215 Church Street, 75935 — 936.591.8941
Iglesia Apostolic de la Fe en Cristo Jesus — 176 US 96, 75935 — 9156.706.6236
Iglesia Bautista Misionera Getsemani — 204 Travis Street, 75935 — 936.634.8341
James Church of Christ — 4873 SH 7, 75935

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses—Center — 3751 Loop 500 E, 75935
Lone Star Baptist Church — 2026 SH 87 S, 75935 — 936.598.5396

Loop 500 Church of Christ — 3216 Loop 500, 75935 — 409.382.0535
McClelland Community Church — 733 CR 2571, 75935

Mt Zion CME Church — Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4059
Neuville Baptist Church — 1258 FM 2140, 75935

New Hope Church — 1986 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.598.3500

New Life Church — 822 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3286

North Jericho Church — 335 CR 3671, 75935

Northside Church of Christ — 192 US 96, 75935 — 936.332.9872

Open Door Baptist Church — 900 Cotton Ford Rd, 75935 — 936.590.9454
Primera Iglesia Bautista — 615 Loop 500, 75935

Providence Missionary Baptist Church — 1129 CR 1265, 75935 — 318.230.1415
Revival Tabernacle — 2398 SH 87 N, 75935 — 936.280.4790

Sardis Pentecostal Family Life — 430 CR 3054, 75935 — 936.598.5010
Shelby County Outreach — 906 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 936.598.4990
Southview Family Church — 1229 Southview Circle, 75935

Stepstones Ministry International — 101 Hurst Street, 75935 — 254.718.5040

St Johns Baptist Church — 2308 CR 2050, 75935 — 936.598.4769

St John’s Episcopal Church — 1063 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.4101
St Paul Missionary Baptist Church — 617 Hopkins Street, 75935

St Therese Catholic Church — 717 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.505.8402

The Luke Church, Inc. at San Augustine Texas — 1110 Tenaha Street, Suite 2, 75935 —
936.679.2060

Todd Spring Baptist Church — Old San Augustine Hwy, 75935 — 936.591.0300
Triumph Church — 908 Daniels Street, 75935 — 936.598.8982

JOAQUIN:

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church — 13127 SH 7, 75954

FBC Haslam — 154 CR 3590, 75954 — 936.269.3587

First Baptist Church — 100 Connell Ferry Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3582
Friendship Baptist Church — 6796 US 84, 75954 — 936.269.4056

Friendship Missionary Baptist — 140 CR 3569, 75954 — 936.269.3132
Hosanna Full Gospel Church — 7619 SH 198, 75954 — 903.848.0737
Jackson Missionary Baptist Church — 11120 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.3370
Joaquin United Methodist Church — 105 Faulkville Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3661
Lone Cedar Church — 75954

The Pentecostals of Joaquin — 11113 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4245

Willow Grove Community Church — 4635 CR 3790, 75954 — 936.269.4756
Word of Faith Outreach Center — 12413 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4133

SHELBYVILLE:

Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church — 674 CR 2582, 75973 — 936.368.7195
East Hamilton Church — 7325 FM 2261, 75973

Ephesus Church — 75973 — 936.332.4001

First Baptist Church of Shelbyville — 5030 SH 87 S, 75973 — 936.598.7348
Lone Star Church — 75973

Lydia Missionary Baptist Church — 14998 FM 139, 75973 — 936.368.2462
Patroon Baptist Church — 310 FM 2261, 75973 — 936.275.2977
Shelbyville Methodist Church — 252 FM 417, 75973 — 936.598.7388
Smyna Church — 177 CR 2450, 75973 — 936.368.2457

Toleda Bend Baptist Mission — 2543 FM 3172, 75973 — 936.368.7252

TENAHA:

Benford Chapel Baptist Church — 126 Martin Luther King Street, 75974 — 936.248.2916
Bobo Church — 1411 CR 4648, 75974

Bright Morning Star Baptist — RR 2, 75974 — 936.248.3002

First Baptist Church — 200 S George Bowers Drive, 75974 — 936.248.3207
House of Prayer Church and Campground — 526 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.332.3087
Iglesia Bautista El Olam — 2998 US 84, 75974

Iglesia Bautista Monte Sinai — 200 Towneast Rd, 75974 — 936.248.3075

Iglesia Nueva Esperanza — 8001 US 96, 75974

International Missionary — 645 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.591.9112

Old Center Baptist Church — 7086 FM 699, 75974 — 936.248.2796

Old Home Church — 75974

Pleasant Hill Church — 2010 FM 2660, 75974

Ramah Church — 75974 — 936.248.6432

St John Missionary Baptist Church — 102 Booker T. Washington Drive, 75974 —
936.248.2999

Tenaha United Methodist Church — US 84, 75974 — 936.248.2246
Woods New Hope Baptist Church — 120 CR 425, 75974
Woods United Methodist Church — 75974

TIMPSON:

Buena Vista Missionary Baptist — 1943 FM 1645, 75975 — 936.254.3235
Clayton Temple Church of God — Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.9898
Corinth Baptist Church — FM 1979, 75975

Countryside Cowboy Church — 408 US 59, 75975

County Line Baptist Church — RR 2 Box 97, 75975 — 903.898.2499

East Texas Baptist Family Ministry — 75975 — 903.822.3474

Epiphany Catholic Mission — 3072 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.9662

First Christian Church — 811 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.3389

Good Hope Baptist Church — 1813 FM 2667, 75975 — 936.254.9294
Messiah Baptist Church — 459 Ross Graves Drive, 75975 — 936.254.3702
Mount Olive Church — 75975

Pleasant Grove Church — 1440 CR 1470, 75975

Smith Chapel Baptist Church — 919 CR 4704, 75975

Smyrna Baptist Church — 100 Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.3613
Timpson First Assembly of God — 652 Houston Street, 75975 — 936.254.3178
Timpson First Baptist Church— 715 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.2220
Timpson First Methodist Church — 312 Austin Street, 75975 — 936.254.3428
Timpson Missionary Baptist Church — 2142 US 59, 75975 — 903.692.0716
Weaver Church — 75901

Woodland Christian Church — 220 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.2894
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COMMUNITY NEWS ITEMS

=~ VFW DANCE
AN/ Every Saturday Night!
7 pm-11 pm
$15.00 Admission

VFW POST #3893

2406 Hunter Rd.  Now accepting Credit Cards
Nacogdoches, TX and Debit Cards for
936.569.9670 admission and at the bar.

Open to the public - No membership required!

What: “Alto Health for All”

(Virtual monthly health, wellness, and safety
presentations)

When: December 11, 2025

Time: 12:00 - 12:45 in the afternoon

Where: “LIVE” on Facebook.com/alto.edc
AND via Zoom

Why: BECAUSE YOUR OVERALL
HEALTH MATTERS...AND WE CARE!!

Who: Special featuring - Dr. Dorman, General
Surgeon from UT Health

Smashing Out Addiction:
Life Line Housing Fundraiser

Join us for an unforgettable, high-energy morning
of fun, freedom, and faith as we come together to
Smash Out Addiction and raise awareness for Life
Line Housing — a local nonprofit dedicated to help-
ing individuals rebuild their lives through faith-
based recovery and supportive housing.

Date: Saturday, December 6, 2025
Time: 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Location: 1329 N. University Dr., Nacogdoches,
TX (McKnight Properties)
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The Nacogdoches Shrine Club
Building is available for event rentals.
We can accommodate 250 people.
Tables and chairs available.
Large paved parking lot.

208 CR 703 - Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Rental Managers:
Michael and Leshia Harrell

936-404-1776
Pl mre c2celcecs ccecee crecerebeza !
Shrine Contacts:

Robert Parrish 936-645-2883 cell; 936-560-4881 home
Calvin Taylor 936-591-1580

- @lpistalts -

St. Luke's Health- Memorial Lufkin

LAST BLOOD DRIVE of 2025

Wednesday December 17, 2025

11:00 AM to 05:00 PM

To preregister and reserve your place i line

click on the below link
hitps:/ fveww commitforlife, org! donor fschedules /drive schedules 390785

For your donation, you will receive this

comfortable hoodie.

Your 1/8 page full-color ad
will reach more than
16,000 readers each month!

$125 for one month
$95 per month 12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

“God never gives someone a gift they

are not capable of receiving.” — pope Francis
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THE PRINT AND WEB EDITIONS ARE FREE TO THE PUBLIC!
ALL NEWS IS POSITIVE & ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!

936.554.5822 - AroundTheTown@mail.com

www.AroundTheTown.us

20000 PAPERS DISTRIBUTED THE FIRST WEEK OF EACH MONTH AT 200 LOCATIONS IN
ANGELINA-NACOGDOCHES-SHELBY COUNTIES
AND FREE ONLINE EDITION IS POSTED THE FIRST DAY OF EACH MONTH
RATES SHOWN ARE FOR EACH PAPER
RUN IN AROUND THE TOWN AND YOUR AD IN RECIPES IS DISCOUNTED!

FULL PAGE
$850 ONE MONTH
$650 PER MONTH 12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

SMALL CARD SIZE
$50 ONE MONTH
$40 PER MONTH

12 MONTH CONTRACT 1/4 PAGE
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION $250 ONE MONTH

$195 PER MONTH 12 MONTH CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE
$125 ONE MONTH
$95 PER MONTH 12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL
$450 ONE MONTH
$350 PER MONTH 12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

AroundTheTown.us 936.554.5822 aroundthetown@mail.com

AroundTheTown.us/Recipes 936.554.5822 aroundthetown@®mail.com




