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Bonnie and Clyde 
in Nacogdoches
by Scott Sosebee, Contributing Writer
		
		 Scott Sosebee is a Professor of History at Stephen F. Austin State University and 
the Executive Director and Editor of the East Texas Historical Association.

		 When the Great Depression swept through Texas and Nacogdoches it dis-
rupted the everyday life of almost everyone. The Depression caused businesses 
and banks to fail, people lost farms that had been in families for generations, and 
almost all the rest who did not lose jobs or businesses saw their incomes and 
profits drastically reduced. Never before had the United States faced such a ter-
rible economic downturn, and thankfully—largely due to the safeguards enacted 
by the New Deal and other federal governmental action—this nation never has 
again had to experience such commercial devastation.
       The Depression also had another
effect: it made “folk heroes” out of 
common—even brutal and sadistic—
killers. Certainly, sensationalist me-
dia—newspapers, radio, and “news-
reels” shown in     theaters—looking 
for a way to sell advertising as well 
as generate an audience played a huge 
role in bringing these bandits great at-
tention, however a larger social aspect 
also played a part. The despair of the 
Depression made people question their 
institutions, the broad assumptions 
that they held to be true—such as the 
infallibility of the American political 
and economic system—and they often 
looked for someone or something to 
blame. As was—and still is—often the
case, those in power made natural tar-
gets for such blame, and since the Depression was an economic catastrophe, 
banks and the wealthy received a large number of arrows from the blame quiver 
of the public. 
       The casting of banks as villains of the Depression meant that when criminals 

Budweiser 
Clydesdales to Go 
to the Super Bowl
by Terri Lacher, Staff Writer                                                                 
talacher@sbcglobal.net

		 If you have seen the world-famous Clydesdale commercials, you haven’t 
seen anything until you see them up close and personal, which was exactly what 
the Nacogdoches community did during the 
holidays.
		 Jimmy Day, Branch Manager for R & K 
Distributors, made this happen for the first 
time since 2009. From a reception at the fa-
cility where the magnificent horses were on 
display, to several events around town, the 
Clydesdale horses were a great surprise for 
young and old alike.
		 According to Day, the Clydesdale horses 
are a symbol of excellence and quality for the 
Budweiser label since 1933 to celebrate the 
repeal of prohibition.  Anheuser-Bush began 
their company in 1852, introducing Bud-
weiser in 1876. This year Budweiser will be 
celebrating 150 years of service in the bever-
age industry. As one of the top advertisers, 
the Clydesdales will be featured in national 
ads during the 2026 Super Bowl.
		 Today, Budweiser’s Clydesdales symbolize the brewer’s heritage, tradition 
and commitment to quality, making hundreds of appearances across the country 
each year.
		 Preparation for the Clydesdale appearances requires a large team of dedi-
cated handlers who travel with the horses about ten months out of the year. Ac-
cording to the history of the Clydesdales, they consume approximately 25 quarts 
of grains and minerals, 50 to 60 pounds of hay, and up to 30 gallons of water on 
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BONNIE AND CLYDE
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such as John Dillinger, George “Baby Face” Nelson, or John “Red” Hamilton 
robbed those banks many people saw them not as the felons they were but al-
most as heroes striking back against those who caused this Great Depression. Of 
course, the crooks took advantage of such delusions, and they often projected an 
image almost like contemporary “Robin Hoods” who only stole from the wealthy. 
The reality of that image was mostly all myth, and in most instances these crooks 
did not discriminate between who they robbed or even who they killed.
		 Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker became two of the most famous of these 
criminals of the era, probably due to the unique aspect that half of the duo was a 
woman. They also gained a reputation as efficient thieves, as well as representative 
of those “Robin Hoods” of the Depression. The reality was that they were none of 
the sort. According to author Jeff Guinn in his Go Down Together: The True Un-
told Story of Bonnie and Clyde, they were the “two most incompetent criminals 
who ever got famous.” They bungled most of their attempts to rob banks, and 
their only real success was in raiding vending machines for change or stealing 
cars; in fact, stealing and driving cars was Clyde’s only real talent, and Bonnie 
was probably more “along for 
the ride” than a participant in 
any of the pair’s exploits. But, 
newspapers hungry for stories 
cast them as a glamorous pair 
who criss-crossed the country 
loving, robbing, and leaving a 
trail of destruction.
       Bonnie and Clyde did 
spend much time in East Tex-
as and Nacogdoches. Bon-
nie had relatives here, and 
Clyde’s lawyer, who was fu-
ture Broadway star Ann Miller’s father, lived in Chireno. Thus, they no doubt did 
come to Nacogdoches to “hide out” from time-to-time. However, despite some 
local oral traditions, Bonnie and Clyde never robbed a bank or anything else in 
Nacogdoches, they did not maintain a house to the east of town to “hole up” in 
(perhaps people confused Clyde visiting his attorney with a house?), and Bonnie 
did not work at the diner located on the square downtown. Her sister did work 
there, but not the notorious femme fatale of the most famous bank robbing duo of 
the Great Depression. But, it makes a great story, doesn’t it?

Glenn Lenderman
 East Texas Music Man!

Contact 936.676.4126

February

Tue 3rd Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm

Thu 5th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm

Sat 14th  Crown Colony Lufkin  6:00 pm

Tue 17th  Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm

Thu 19th Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin  6:00 pm

Thu 26th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm

February 2026 Schedule

(Read another of Scott’s stories on Page 32)
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CLYDESDALES
a warm day. In addition to the large travel trailers for the horses, there are ad-
ditional trailers transporting the beer wagon, and other “essential” equipment. 
Moving these great “beasts” is no easy task, so having them arrive in Nacogdo-
ches County was a great undertaking.
		 For the residents of Nacogdoches and surrounding areas, the visit in Decem-
ber by the Clydesdales was more than special. Their appearances began at the R 
& K Distribution Facility with a meet and greet reception, giving guests an op-
portunity to have their pictures taken next to one of the Clydesdales.  The horses 
had a full schedule around town, including being part of the annual Christmas 
parade, and a one-horse show on the Stephen F. Austin campus. It was quite a 
sight to see the excitement of adults and children lining up for pictures.
		 R & K Distributors have been serving East Texas since 1963, when Rose 
and Kenneth Kirkpatrick founded the company in Longview. Their mission was 
to promote the responsible consumption of alcoholic beverages by consumers 
throughout their market area. They now have two branches, including Nacogdo-
ches, and have a service area spanning more than 27 counties. Jimmy Day has 
been an employee of R & K Distributors since 2012, and has been the Nacogdo-
ches Branch Manager since 2020, sharing his vision of excellence as a represen-
tative for R & K Distributors in involvement with the community.
		 As a corporation, it is R & K Distributors’ goal to hold up a high standard of 
core values, including providing a safe, professional and positive working envi-
ronment, inspiring “professional excellence.” They strive for honesty and integ-
rity in every aspect of their business. R & K Distributors are also big supporters 
of their local communities. Part of that support was shared this past December 
when R & K Distributors brought the legendary Clydesdales to Nacogdoches. It 
will be an event that will be remembered for a long time.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has 

an upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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	Maybe
by Taylor Millard

		 As I have put more days behind me than I have ahead, I have tried to be a 
bit calmer in my daily approach to life. My friends would tell you that I remain 
steadfast in my usual excitable state regarding things like traffic, sports, parking 
lots and the media.
		 This is not a statement of one 
side or another of the mythical po-
litical aisle, just a view on what helps 
create a bit more calm. This is not my 
original life hack but that of a man 
named Chase Hughes, former CIA 
and expert on mental manipulation. 
		 He said something so simple but 
profound, to add perspective when 
hearing or observing anything that 
triggers an emotion, good or bad, just 
say to yourself, “Maybe.” Maybe my 
team will come back and win after an 
awful start. Maybe a car will be leav-
ing as soon as I turn into this full park-
ing lot. Maybe that wreck will clear
quickly as I see a long line of brake
lights. Maybe the news is true or may-
be not. 
		 We all are manipulated by what
feeds our environment and a hearty
bit of skepticism can create a healthier you. Now I think that there are some 
things in life that we should have great faith, but that is reserved for God, not 
man, or algorithms.
		 The future of AI generated images is here and there is no better word we can 
learn than maybe. We face a world where we will literally be unable to trust our 
own eyes, or ears for that matter. AI can now mimic voices well enough that one 
of the new scams is a phone call from a company CEO using “their” voice to 
execute some action by an employee that allows access to hackers.
		 As we navigate in this new world of guess what’s true, maybe we just try and 
return to being with our families and friends. We go to schools, jobs and churches 
and quit working from home as often. Nothing artificial, only reality. It is hard to 
have a deep fake when the people are across the table. We learn in varied ways 
but a teacher in a classroom is a genuine connection. We share our time together 
with God inside our chosen place of worship with those that share our religious 
views to create peace. 
		 Our world changed during Covid and we lost the power of in person relation-
ships. Many young people were affected by this, interrupting a key stage in their 
development. Virtual dating has failed young people because 90% of the women 
chose the same 10% of men. The tall ones, with great looks and making a huge 
salary get the women they want, the others are left to scramble for a woman with 
a very high opinion of herself. These are proven data points so do not be mad at 
the facts.
		 We need more personal connections and a healthy dose of maybe for the 
digitized screen world. I hope you read this and now can simply say to yourself, 
“Maybe he’s right.”

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh gener-
ation Texan and lives on the same family 
land dating back to the eighteen-thirties. 
He and his wife attend Old North Baptist 
Church that his great-great-grandmother 
assisted in founding in 1838.

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Mailing Address: 1830 F.M. 698 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964
Shipping Address: 2704 Woden Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Phone: 936-560-9486 • Cell: 936-558-8841
Email: stonewoodworks@yahoo.com • http://www.stoneworksllc.com
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FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Welcome Veterans
Equal Housing Opportunities

Positively impacting the 
quality of life for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

Christian Women’s 
Job Corps
	 Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) begins a new semester February 9. We 
need volunteers in several areas. We could use the help of businesses, churches, 
Sunday School classes to help with courses and students. We could use donations 
of office supplies: paper, pens, pencils, highlighters, large notebooks, rest room 
needs; toilet paper, paper towel, sanitizing sprays and wipes, feminine products, 
and toiletries. Our students would appreciate interview appropriate clothing.  
Students are in class for six hours per day, so with your help we also feed them.  
Perhaps you or your group would rather provide a meal. Bought or homemade, 
either is fine. We also take financial donations to provide meals. Meal Train is the 
app that we use to sign up for contributing meals.
  	 In fact the lifeblood of CWJC is financial donations. With your donations, 
we keep our classes and support free for students. Our classes provide students 
with interview skills, monetary management, basic computer skills, boundaries, 
and expose them to what employers are looking for in employees. We are proud 
of the Fall class of graduates, as seven out of eight now hold jobs. Your support 
can make all the difference in whether a student progresses to graduation. If you 
would like to make a difference, and see how to become involved, contact Chris-
tian Women’s Job Corps at (936)564-2952 or drop by 903 North St. and follow 
the signs for CWJC.
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ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

FOUNDATION SPECIALIST 

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
-Slab, Pier-&-Beam

-Foam Injection
-Rotting Floor Replacement

Call James For Your FREE Estimate
936.238.5604 or 1.800.201.7149

www.ritewayfoundation.com

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Serving
East Texas
Since 1976

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has 

an upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Nacogdoches

Uniting Churches to Help Neighbors in Need
The local church is God’s answer to community brokenness and a part of his plan of redemption and restoration. 
That’s why we mobilize local churches to offer a holistic approach to caring for people in all areas of life: spiritual, 

mental, emotional, and physical.

Our Mission + Vision
We mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities In the Name of Christ because we envision a world 

where Christian churches are united in purpose and fully engaged in actively living out their faith by lovingly 
serving people in need in their communities.

Cherished Blessings
February 6, 2026 fundraiser at 6 pm at the Nacogdoches Expo Center.

Tickets available for purchase at the Love INC Office.
Payment can be made by cash, check, card, or PayPal.
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Now has Delivery Service
3205 N. University Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX • www.nacburger.com

936.205.9835

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Medicare Insurance 
gotten too 
expensive?

Let’s Talk!
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We Stock New & Used Homes 
from 1BR, 1 Bath to

the Big 32x80 4BR, 2½ Baths

Easy Financing Available!
In-House Insurance Agent

Delivery, AC & Heat, 
Skirting, Steps on 

HUD Homes

Several Tiny Houses in Stock!

Phone office: 409.224.7717
Milfordent23@gmail.com

8652 US Hwy 96N • Brookland, TX 75931

Drive a 
Little, 
Save a 

Lot!

Energy Star

Air B&B 2 BR Condo $45,900.
2024 Model with Porch, Set Up!

Lisa Milford
936-552-6752

Check us out on Facebook (Milford Enterprise), 
Like & Share Please

Your “Home” Girl

N

S

EW

Timpson Center

SA
LA

LA255E

96
N

96
S

69
59

103

10
07

63W

Brookland

Jasper

Lufkin

Zavalla

Nacogdoches
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Sam
 Rayburn

If not for you, my sky would fall. Rain would gather, too. 
Without your love, I’d be nowhere at all. I’d be lost, if not for you.
											           Bob Dylan, “If Not For You”
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T.J. Hassell – 
“Sharing Stories 
From Her Heart 
Through Music 
and Prose”
by Terri Lacher, Staff Writer
talacher@sbcglobal.net

	 TJ Hassell is a country girl at heart. Born in Jacksonville, Texas, deep in 
the heart of the Pineywoods, Tammy remembers running up and down Alex-
ander Street as a young girl. When her family moved to Grapeland, Texas, she 
traded her Buster Brown’s for a pair of basketball sneakers as soon as she was old 
enough to participate.
	 “All my people have been in East Texas for a very long time,” TJ shared. Her 
foundation of storytelling and music began at home from an early age through 
her parents and family singing at various church gatherings and performances.  
Her mother and her mother’s sisters formed a gospel trio and included TJ in much 
of their music. Her father played guitar and harmonica, while her mother played 
piano. Their daughter has played fiddle since the age of eight and still plays in 
and around the Austin area.
	 Keeping up with the family tradition of music, TJ and her husband, Stu-
art, play and sing at the Ozark Folk Center in northern Arkansas and Texas as 
the acoustic duo, Stringfellows. TJ plays rhythm guitar and does vocals with 
Stuart, who is a Professor Emeritus of 
mathematics at East Texas A & M, when 
he is not “researching numbers.” During 
their performances, they share the rich, 
traditional folk music of the hills, inter-
spersed with the storytelling gift she has 
crafted through the years. TJ has also 
included songwriting in her repertoire 
of many talents, adding some of their 
original songs in their sets. They began 
at the Folk Center playing mostly blue-
grass and gospel, but have incorporated 
mountain tunes, including a bit of musi-
cal history as well to the park attendees.
	 TJ said, “We really enjoy participat-
ing and have met folks from Finland, and
North Dakota and Maine, and everywhere in between.  It’s the most fun when 
you realize fellow Texas have gathered around to listen to those mountain songs. 
We have to always be on our best behavior because Texas is not that big when it 
comes to having connections with other Texans.”
	 About her songwriting, TJ shares, “I’m not a prolific composer, but it’s a nice 
challenge. It’s the same way it is with literary writing — working toward a pleas-
ing finished product, something worth listening to or reading.”
	 As a young girl, TJ said she discovered storytelling all around her. Her sister 
was a tenacious reader who would read aloud to her. By the time TJ was in third 
grade, she had a collection of short stories she had written, stapling them together 
in books with illustrated covers, none of which survived her mother’s dedication 
to housekeeping.
	 Reminiscent of days gone by, the novelist shared that the art of storytelling 
was one of the “charming traits of that time” which she hopes will continue. 
One of her favorite things to do is to listen to her sons tell stories, since they are 
“usually funnier than most.” Throughout her thirty-plus years as a beautician and 
barber, TJ heard a lifetime of stories, some of which she has used in her books, 
but has changed the names and circumstances to “protect the hairdresser.”
	 “Some stories just needed to be put down, so I did,” TJ said. “There’s no bet-
ter storyteller than when someone is getting their hair cut. Be careful what you 
tell your hairdresser.”
	 From her childhood days of putting pencils to paper, Hassell began to pull 
together novels that filled the need for good clean reading in the literary fic-
tion genre. She has shared stories of family sagas and mysteries with character 
conflict. She shared her books tell about good characters making bad choices, 
sprinkled with flawed actors around each corner. 
	 “Because of this reality, it was important that the themes in the books include 
forgiveness, perseverance, and gratitude,” TJ said. Her books also incorporate 
characters who play mountain music, setting the mood for certain characters and 
scenes. She shared that music sets the mood, reminding people of the joy that 
music can bring into our lives.

	 “Music is a wonderful tool and offers quite a challenge for a writer to make 
it heard on the page.”
	 Set in the Ozark mountains, the novels center around letters hidden in a clos-
et and left behind by a loving mother who is also a talented archeologist. Found 
years later, her writings continue to influence, not only her children, but also peo-
ple outside her family circle. The guidance and enlightenments she provided with 
her pen, inadvertently exposes family secrets which benefit some and exasperates 
others. The novels lure readers into the lives of many interesting characters, all 
connected to the letters left behind on an Ozark farm.
	 Presently, TJ has three novels that com-
prise the Travel Letters series which are 
available on Amazon. If preferred, signed 
copies can be accessed directly from the au-
thor. Her books are also available in north 
Arkansas and Branson, Missouri book stores 
as well as some East Texas bookshops.
	 Stringfellows and the novelist have 
scheduled music/book events in the area, but 
says they are open for more opportunities to
preserve music and discuss books.  The duo is a nice fit for book clubs, teacher 
associations, extension clubs, church groups and other friendly settings. TJ men-
tioned, “We enjoy helping preserve and share a few stories and songs and meet-
ing nice folks along the way.” The Nacogdoches Public Library will be hosting a 
local author event on May 16th where you may hear Stringfellows and meet the 
author, TJ.
	 The author and Stringfellows can be contacted at TJHassell.com or
TJHassell on Facebook. 

Left to right, Stuart Anderson and TJ 
Hassell perform together as String-
fellows

Three novels by TJ Hassell

Suburban Self Storage

FOR LEASE 
2424 North Pecan Street

Nice Office Suites
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758
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The Chamber at 
Work: Supporting
Business, 
Strengthening 
Nacogdoches
	 At the Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce, our work centers on 
one clear purpose: helping local businesses thrive while strengthening the com-
munity we all call home. Every program, partnership and initiative is designed 
to support economic vitality and create a strong, sustainable future for Nacogdo-
ches County.
	 One of The Chamber’s most important roles is advocacy that protects your 
bottom line. We speak up for policies and projects that allow businesses to oper-
ate, grow and remain competitive. By working with local, state and federal part-
ners, we ensure the voice of Nacogdoches employers is heard and represented. 
Our goal is a stable, pro-business climate that reflects the real needs of our busi-
ness community.
	 Equally important is networking that builds real connections. The Chamber 
brings business owners and community leaders together in meaningful ways. 
Through our events and programs, we create opportunities for relationships to 
form—relationships that lead to new partnerships, shared ideas and long-term 
success.
	 The Chamber also provides resources that move businesses forward. From 
practical tools and timely information to access to industry experts and hands-on 
guidance, we help businesses make informed decisions with confidence. Whether 
you are launching a new venture, expanding operations or navigating change, 
The Chamber is here as a trusted resource.
	 Progress happens best through collaboration. Through community partner-
ships that drive progress, The Chamber works hand-in-hand with public, private 
and nonprofit partners to advance initiatives that benefit the entire region. We 
believe meaningful growth comes from bringing people together around shared 
goals.
	 The Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce is more than an organiza-
tion—it is a connector, an advocate and a champion for local business. Every day, 
we are at work building a stronger business community and a brighter future for 
Nacogdoches County.
	 Get to know your chamber of commerce! Stop by 2516 North St. and browse 
our resources, meet the team and go to www.Nacogdoches.org for news, events, 
jobs, and more.

Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom
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Millard’s Crossing 
News and Calendar
Good day readers,

		 Happy Valentine’s month! I hope you have some good plans for you and 
your love for Valentine’s Day.
		 I know this is the time some engagements happen, we have just the space for 
you to propose! The gazebo can be made 
into a quaint little private space for you to 
pop the question. You can have a romantic 
dinner for two or if you would like to be 
surrounded by family we have the Wat-
kins Reception House, which is located 
beside the gazebo. We have special pric-
ing just for this occasion, please call and 
we will be happy to let you know avail-
ability and cost (936-564-6631). Speak-
ing of rentals, we will be running specials 
for all rentals throughout the year, please 
check out our Facebook and website for 
additional information.
		 I would like to extend my apologies 
to our guests that have called, talked to 
me, or sent emails in regards to the Christ-
mas event for 2025. In July last year the  board chose to go to a very Old - Fash-
ioned Christmas for 2025. At which time it was advised  this is not what people 
want to see. SO, THE MAGIC WILL BE BACK for 2026!!! Thank you to the 
people that reached out to me, my staff, some of the board members, and to my 
volunteers with your concerns. Last year for our event we had several of our vol-
unteers ill with the flu, hopefully it will be a better year for everyone. I would like 
to extend our gratitude to all the sponsors, guests, and volunteers that did come 
out even in the rain and the lack of magic. In planning for 2026 and to secure the 
best year ever we are opening our volunteer spaces up for blacksmiths, leather 
works, cooking from hearths, and so much more. Please reach out to Grace if you 
or someone you know would like to dress in period style clothing, have a trade, or 
just have the desire to join in on the fun of showing guest ways of the past. With 
our planning sessions for the year’s activities starting, we would like to hear from 
you, we are encouraging  people to call or come by, to share your thoughts.
		 The mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is to portray the spirit 
and ingenuity of pioneer settlement in East Texas and to connect present genera-
tions to those of the past.  To keep our mission true we offer field trips to public, 
private, and homeschoolers. We do not limit our tours to just school groups. We 
have had many different  groups come out and our docents love to be able to 
share with them as well.  It is fun to see how people of all ages are amazed at how 
life was in the past. We have been around for many years, and plan to be here 
many more. We have a little treasure for everyone that loves history and the ways 
of the past to see right here in Nacogdoches, Texas. 
		 As everyone that pays bills, buys groceries, makes a house/car note, knows 
it takes a lot of money to be able to take care of what you have. Just as Millard’s 
Crossing has bills, payroll for the staff, minor repairs, upkeep of the grounds, 
insurance, and more. How do we make money?? It is funded by grants, sponsors, 
donations, rentals, 3 main fundraisers (Easter, Halloween, & Christmas events), 
and by people visiting the village. I would like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU 
to guests from all over the world, local guests, schools of all kinds, people attend-
ing the fundraisers, our sponsors, people who have donated, and to the people 
that have provided us with grants. All the people that have rented from us thank 
you, we hope you enjoyed your special day!		
		 If you would like to volunteer, have a trade you would like to share, donate, 
sponsor, or just come out and visit, please reach out to me. I would be happy to 
sit and visit with you. We have an opportunity for anyone that would like to do-
nate, starting at $10.00 a month to an unlimited amount. When you sign up for a 
$10.00 monthly donation you will receive free admission to Millard’s Crossing; 
please reach out for more information.
		 I hope each of you have a wonderful Valentine’s month and look forward to 
seeing you soon.
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Nac County 
Exposition 
and Civic 
Center 
Calendar
UPCOMING IN JANUARY 2026…   
For more information, visit nacexpo.net.

	 February features a variety of impactful events, including Love INC Cher-
ished Blessings on February 6th offering hope and support to families in our 
community. The G&S Gun Show follows February 13th–15th with a weekend of 
vendors, gear, and outdoor enthusiasts. The month also includes K-12 Academy 
Crisis Prevention Training on February 19th, focused on school safety and pre-
paredness, and the Wild Turkey Federation event on February 20th, highlighting 
conservation and outdoor heritage.
	 Arena Riders Welcome at the Expo-The Nacogdoches Expo remains open 
for arena riders Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for just $10 
per horse. Riders are encouraged to call (936) 564-0849 for availability before 
arriving.

Love Inc Cherished Blessings – February 6th
	 Love INC Cherished Blessings returns February 5th–8th for a heartfelt event 
dedicated to serving families in our community. This special outreach provides 
hope, support, and essential resources to those in need, all made possible through 
the compassion of local churches and volunteers. Join us as we come together to 
share love, encouragement, and blessings with our neighbors.

G&S Gun Show – February 13th 14th 15th
	 The G&S Gun Show brings a full weekend of buying, selling, and brows-
ing firearms, accessories, and gear for enthusiasts of all levels. With a wide               
variety of vendors and knowledgeable exhibitors, it’s a great opportunity to find 
unique items, connect with fellow sportsmen, and explore the latest in outdoor 
and shooting sports.

Wild Turkey Foundation – February 20th
	 The National Wild Turkey Federation is dedicated to the conservation of wild 
turkeys and the preservation of our hunting heritage. Through education, habitat 
conservation, and community involvement, the organization works to ensure fu-
ture generations can enjoy the outdoors and America’s rich wildlife traditions.

K12 Academy Crisis Prevention Training – February 19th
	 The K-12 Academy Crisis Prevention Training equips educators and school 
staff with essential tools to recognize, prevent, and respond to crisis situations. 
This hands-on training focuses on safety, de-escalation strategies, and prepared-
ness, helping schools create a more secure and supportive learning environment 
for students and staff.

2709 Westward Dr  • Nacogdoches, Tx 75964 
936-462-8880

Home of the 14 oz. 
Cowboy Sirloin, Burgers, BBQ and more!

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758 kencofun.com  5231 South St. Nacogdoches, TX  

936.569.0785



Page 17    February 2026

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

KERRY VAUGHT AGENCY

We know a thing or two, 
Because we’ve seen a thing or two!

Auto, Home, Life, Commercial, Watercraft, ATV, and more!

Kerry Vaught
2710 North St

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Office: (936) 569-6156

kvaught@farmersagent.com

What’s Hot 
With Anita 
Scott at the
Angelina 
County 
Exposition 
Center

Anita Scott

The Angelina Expo is now open to Arena Riders 9AM-3PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-637-3976 for availability. Must sign a liability waiver & 
provide Coggin’s Testing.  

UPCOMING IN FEBRUARY 2026…   

FEBRUARY 14, 2026 – FEBRUARY 15, 2026 – REGION V HIGH SCHOOL 
RODEO 
	 Free Admission and Free Parking. 
	 Saturday: Starting at 10:00 am, Sunday: Starting at 9:00 am. Events includes 
bareback, Saddle Bronc, Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Pole Bending, Team Rop-
ing, Breakaway Calf Roping, Steer Wrestling and Goat Tying. Concessions 
available. Concessions profit will benefit the Angelina Senior Center/Meals on 
Wheels program.  

Contact Us
High School Secretary: Susan Baldwin
regionvsecretary@gmail.com
(936)488-8313
**********************************************************
FEBRUARY 20, 2026 – FEBRUARY 22, 2026 – M5 CUTTING HORSE 
ASSOCIATION
	 Free Admission and Free Parking. 
	 Begins at 9:00 am each day. 
	 Come out and watch these horses and riders. They a very impressive! It is 
said that a cutting horse possesses an innate ability to anticipate or read a cow’s 
intended moves. Competitive cutting horses are well-trained and conditioned 
athletes with skills honed to constrain the movement of a cow and prevent it 
from returning to the herd. Such horses are able to stop and turn instantaneously, 
in sync with a cow’s every move. The harder a cow tries to get back to the herd, the 
more instinct, skill and athleticism are required of the horse to stay head-to-head 
with the cow, and the higher the competition score. 
	 For more information visit: (20+) M 5 CHA | Facebook
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PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

Class Clown
by Robert McCandless

	 There I was. The class clown. Doing anything I could to rebel against author-
ity. My artistic talent was noticed early by my high school art teacher. Problem 
was, the only things I wanted to draw were cartoons and to copy drawings of 
risqué girls. When she asked me to draw something else, in rebellion, I drew a 
beer can opener with the Schlitz logo on it. Realizing she wasn’t getting through, 
her next attempt was with money.
	 “I notice you are really good making Old English style letters.”
	 They were all over my notebook and text book covers.
	 “I will pay you ten dollars to draw a really nice capital “A” with a leopard’s 
head.”
	 I goofed around and didn’t do it, even after being asked several times if I had 
started. I guess I felt like I would be giving up the persona I sought so hard to 
maintain. She finally asked Eugene, another boy in class, and he finished it in two 
days. The image was made into a decal as the school logo and everyone had them 
in the rear windows of their cars before the year was over. I didn’t. I continued 
to draw the nudes and was told, “One more and you will be out of my class.” A 
dare? I did another and ended my secondary school art career.
	 I went on to do a little drawing here and there as the army and I shared time 
together. Upon my release from duty I decided to enroll in art classes at the local 
community college and when I decided to continue at a major university, I was 
asked by the department dean if “I wanted to paint bluebonnets or change the 
world.”
	 Of course I told him I wanted to change the world, being immersed in the 
Hippie scene of the time and still rebelling against “The Establishment.”
	 The art students and teachers seemed to be attempting to express their angst 
and political views and I did my best to go along but it seemed that there was 
no real future in it…financially. You could say I found myself mopping floors, 
broke, along with the rest of the arts crowd.
	 The term “starving artist” lost it’s glow. I didn’t want to be famous after I 
died. I didn’t even want to be famous alive. I just wanted to make a living at 
something I loved to do…making things.
	 After having a paradigm shift, my efforts were immediately rewarded with 
a career in arts and crafts. I began to listen to what people wanted or liked and 
stopped thinking they should like anything I do because, “I’m an artist.”
	 I found that very few of my many clients wanted a political statement or an 
expression of someone else’s existential struggle on their living room wall.
	 Today, artists and students are required to spend as much time attempting to 
explain, through artist’s statements and dissertations, why they do what they do, 
sometimes, at the expense of craftsmanship and skill. I doubt any of the famous 
artists had “Artist’s Statements” until art historians wrote them posthumously.
	 Artist statements have gotten so vague and cloaked, there are comical web-
sites poking fun at them.
	 I watch, today, as some “artists,” like many in our culture, feel they are en-
titled to a safety net. At a follow up meeting after a large art show, I actually heard 
a participant ask if they could get their booth fee back because they didn’t sell 
anything. I was surprised they didn’t ask for gas and hotel compensation too.
	 The Lord blessed me by opening up opportunities that allowed me to develop 
the skills needed to produce art, allowing me to collaborate with designers and 
architects along with homeowners in creating what they wanted. It wasn’t long 
before clients began asking me to, just do whatever I wanted. Even then, no one 
ever got my angst or existential struggle installed in their homes or businesses.
	 I listened to people and took their input to use my skills in building things 
they loved although I may not have. Those same skills were used in my studio as 
I began to make what Robert wanted to make, until I could find a market for it. 
	 I believe there are a lot of great artists who, as I once felt, feel the need to 
use their talent as a tool to describe the struggle one sees in the world around 
us. I believe many people have great ideas and lack the skills to produce them. 
If an artist will listen carefully and serve others with their skills, they will find a 
common thread between their service and creativity. It beats mopping floors and 
doing art marketing on the side.
	 I’m reminded of a lesson learned each time I drive through Oak Cliff, near 
my old high school. The decal of Eugene’s artwork is still being displayed in car 
windows, fifty-eight years later.

MELANIE BAXTER BLACK
Independent Insurance Broker

SERVING ALL OF EAST TEXAS!
www.ahelpinghandins.com
mbrichmond1967@gmail.com

Office: (903) 280-7705
Cell: (936) 552-9047
Fax: (855) 777-0038

A Helping Hand Insurance Services
• Medicare Supplements • Final Expense Plans
• Medicare Advantage • Cancer/Hospital
 Plans  Indemnity Plans
• Prescription Drug Plans • Vision/Dental Plans



Page 20   February 2026

512 CR 217, Nacogdoches, Texas 936-560-3643
www.martinkennel.com • stay@martinkennel.com

MARTIN KENNELMARTIN KENNEL
& GROOMING& GROOMING

NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION: CENTER, TEXAS  • 148 COUNTY RD. 3734

You may now pick up copies of our publications: Around the 
Town, Exploring Nacogdoches and Recipes from Around the 
Town & Beyond in the lobby of the beautiful Hotel Fredonia in 
Nacogdoches! The hotel has placed copies of our papers in every 
room for years, but we’ve not made them available in the lobby 
until now. Thanks to the Hotel Fredonia’s General Manager, John 
McLaren, (right) for allowing us to place the fixture there. Pictured 
at left is my son, Todd, who manages our distribution. Thanks also 
to Stone Woodworks for a great job building the fixture and to 
Monday Sign Service for creating the sign.

Our Papers Now Available 
at the Hotel Fredonia

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!
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GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
DANGEROUS

TAKE DOWNS
DEAD TREE

REMOVAL
COMPLETE 
CLEAN-UP

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates
Tree Removal
Trimming
Storm Damage
Tree Topping
Lot Clearing
Bush Hogging
Stump Grinding

Owner:
Emmanuel Jasso

Phone: (936) 225-2630
or (936) 707-9661

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com
www.eandatree service.com

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18, emphasis added)

Biblical Compromise 
—Avoid It at All Costs
You will be hated by all for My name’s sake – Matthew 10:22

	 The Bible is the truth come from God.  It is His story of creation—includ-
ing the first male and female of the human race—it is the only God-ordained 
way mankind can be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:27-28).  It is God’s story 
of sin and its devastating consequences; the birth of the Jewish nation; the 
virgin birth of Jesus—the Son of the Highest; the death of Jesus on the cross 
for our sins and our salvation; His burial and resurrection; His ascension and 
His coming again. The Bible is God’s word concerning all things pertaining 

to the past, the present and the future and I’m sticking to it! How about you?
	 Christians are going along with the winds of cultural and societal changes 
in order to get along and to get ahead. Jesus said we would be hated by all 
for His name’s sake and He’s using Satan and the people under his power to 
fulfill His word. If you have not discerned the times in which we are living in 
America, let me help you. Persecution is coming to a place near you. Are we 
prepared to stand and to keep standing for biblical truth when our faith and 
beliefs are confronted? Or will we compromise to try to escape hardships and 
difficulties persecution brings? Will we try to escape the fiery furnace and 
the den of lions by compromising, bowing down to the world’s gods and the 
world’s ways? Or will we be bold and courageous enough to declare to power 
and to the lost people of this world the words of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-Nego, “we do not serve your gods” (Daniel 3:18). Yet in reality, we see 
professing Christians deny Christ, His ways and His word by compromising 
with the wicked, turning away from eternal truth, piercing their own soul.  
	 Jesus did not come to bring peace. He came to bring a sword to house-
holds, neighborhoods, cities and states across America and the world. Jesus 
was hated without a cause. Jesus said, “If the world hates you, you know that 
it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18). The devil hated Him so much 
that he led the efforts for Jesus’ betrayal by Judas (John 13:21-30; 18:2) and 
His execution by way of crucifixion on a cross (John 19:14-16). Yet the Bible 
tells us it was the Father’s plan all along (Gen. 3:15; Is. 53:10). Trials will 
come to test the believers faith. It is part of God’s plan for His people. Jesus 
said, “A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will 
persecute you also” (John 15:20). Persecution, expect it. Why? “For [Jesus’] 
name sake because they do not know [the Father] who sent [Jesus]” (John 
15:21).  
	 When you think about compromising your biblical beliefs it may be help-
ful to remember you were bought with a price. The high cost of the life of 
the sinless one, Jesus, on your behalf. When you think about compromising 
your allegiance to Christ, it may be helpful to remember you are a born-again 
Christian, a new creation, counted among God’s people who are no longer 
of this world. It will be helpful to remember this world is not our home. Our 
citizenship is in heaven. We are pilgrims passing through on our journey to 
the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10).  
Though we may hold citizenship in this or another country, our allegiance is 
to Christ above all others as we live out our purpose, fulfilling our kingdom 
assignment under the governmental authority God has established.  
	 I urge you not to compromise who you are in Christ, selling out to the 
enemy for temporary earthly gain. This world with all of sins attractions and 
temptations—its applause, its fame and riches and glory and all of its unholy 
alliances against our God will soon come to an end. We commit spiritual 
adultery with the god of this world when we compromise by affirming, sup-
porting and yielding our time, talents and treasures to that which is evil in the 
sight of Almighty God. Will you stand for truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but God’s truth at all costs?  

“Love has nothing to do with what you are expecting to 
get–only with what you are expecting to give–which 
is everything.”    — KATHARINE HEPBURN
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Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and 
former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several 
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works 
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration of the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s. 

	 Like me, I am sure that you have heard the phrase descriptive of total in-
ebriation, “Drunker than Cooter Brown.” The phrase is in common usage by 
both white and black southerners. The question is who is Cooter Brown and why 
was he such an infamous drunk? Well, the question is enough to drive a person to 
drink because very little can be found about Mr. Brown, although there are quite 
a few bars scattered around the country that call themselves “Cooter Browns.”
	 There are only a couple of theories that I could find about the origin of Cooter 
Brown and his drinking. One theory is that Cooter Brown was a real man who 
lived during the mid-nineteenth century. Cooter reportedly resided somewhere 
along the innocuous line that divided the North and the South. Cooter’s relatives 
of both Northern and Southern blood lived in the surrounding hills and valleys.  
It was fatefully only Cooter that lived right on the dividing line.
	 It is reported that Cooter Brown was a bi-racial man, half Cherokee and half 
black, a trapper by trade who lived alone in an old shack. When the civil war 
broke out, Cooter didn’t want to choose sides because he didn’t know who might 
win. He didn’t like people much and was fearful of either side. Because of this, 
Cooter, who was a heavy drinker anyway, began drinking all the time. He always 
dressed like an Indian so as to confirm the fact that he was an Indian and not a 
black, and as such was a free man.
	 As tensions grew war became imminent. He found himself in quite the quan-
dary – his position on the Mason-Dixon Line proved him eligible for enrollment 
in either side of the war. He was faced with the impossible position of deciding 
which side, and which family members with which to side. So, Cooter chose a 
third option – he got drunk, and stayed drunk. He got so drunk and stayed so 
drunk that he became useless to either side and therefore ineligible for service in 
the entire Civil War.
	 By the time the war ended, Cooter couldn’t stop drinking if he had wanted to.  
Whenever soldiers, Yanks or Rebels, showed up in the area they would always 
find him drunk. Often he’d offer the soldiers a drink.
	 One night his shack caught fire and burned completely to the ground. When 
locals investigated the burned site the next day, there was nothing that remained 
of Cooter’s body. They surmised that old Cooter had so much alcohol in him that 
he had just burned up. Ever since that fateful day, Cooter Brown has been syn-
onymous with drunkenness. 
	 Another theory is that Cooter is the slang term for a turtle. Another spelling 
is “coota.” The derivation seems to be the West African words “kuta” or “kuts,” 
all meaning a turtle. Now, what does it mean to be drunk as a turtle? Could it be 
slow, lumbering, and unable to perform any complicated task? It may not make 
much sense, but it is an accepted theory. If anyone can enlighten me as to how a 
turtle became a symbol of alcoholic inebriation, I’ll be very appreciative. 
	 So, I’ll put my money on the side of the real Cooter Brown who remained 
drunk throughout the entire Civil War.

Drunker Than 
Cooter Brown
by Neal Murphy

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 
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S  O  S
SERVING OUR SAVIOR
by Patti Goodrum
Executive Director, Love in the Name of Christ Nacogdoches

                           

The Heart of Love INC: 
Volunteers Who Bring 
Hope to Life
	 At Love In the Name of Christ, our mission has 
always been simple and profound: to mobilize the lo-
cal church to transform lives and communities in the
name of Christ. That mission comes alive every single
day through the faithful, compassionate volunteers who serve with us. They are 
the hands and feet of Jesus in Nacogdoches quietly meeting needs, building re-
lationships, and reminding families that they are seen, valued, and never alone.

	 Why Volunteers Matter: Every story of hope that begins at Love INC starts 
with a volunteer. Whether they’re answering phones, sorting donations, praying 
with a neighbor, or delivering a bed to a child who has never had one, volunteers 
create the relational bridge that makes transformation possible. Their service 
opens doors for the gospel to be shared in meaningful, personal ways.

Opportunities to Serve at Love INC:

	 Connection Center Team: Volunteers answer calls from neighbors seeking 
help, listen with compassion, gather information, and pray with callers. Sharing 
the gospel is a priority in every encounter with a neighbor.
	 Laundry & Shower Ministry: A simple load of laundry or a warm shower 
can restore dignity. Every time volunteers meet a neighbor, they place sharing the 
gospel at the forefront. The laundry and shower facility creates an easy, welcom-
ing space to start building relationships.
	 Home Visit Teams: Trained volunteers visit families in their homes to       
understand their needs, build relationships, and to see neighbors in their home 
environment. This is important because we don’t want to decide they are in need 
solely based on paperwork the neighbor brings us. These visits are where trans-
formation deepens through listening, prayer, and genuine care.
	 Warehouse & Delivery Team: From sorting donations to delivering furni-
ture, these volunteers ensure families receive what they need with dignity and 
respect. Delivering items to the home gives us another opening to share the sig-
nificance of Jesus by physically demonstrating the hands and feet of Jesus.
	 Fresh Start Program: Mentors and facilitators walk alongside individuals 
seeking long-term change. Volunteers encourage, teach, and support participants 
as they build new skills and pursue stability.
	 Seasonal & Special Events: From our Back to School and Christmas out-
reach to CHAIRished Blessings, volunteers create moments of joy and connec-
tion for hundreds of families each year.
	 Prayer Partners: Many volunteers serve behind the scenes, faithfully pray-
ing for families, volunteers, churches, and the ministry as a whole. Their interces-
sion is a quiet but powerful foundation.
	 The Impact of Serving: When volunteers step into these roles, they do more 
than complete tasks; they build relationships that restore hope. They remind fam-
ilies that they are not defined by their circumstances. They help churches live out 
their calling to love their neighbors. And they strengthen the fabric of our com-
munity one connection at a time.
	 Join Us: If you’ve ever wondered how you can make a difference, Love INC 
is a beautiful place to begin. Whether you have one hour a week or one day a 
month, your gifts can be used to bless families and glorify Christ.
	
	 The Love INC staff should only serve as the bridge between those who need 
help and those called to help. The staff cannot take the place of ministry given 
freely by God’s people who volunteer in love. You are invited to serve, to care 
for the least of these, and to share the hope of surrendering to Christ. In eternity 
there will be no divisions only God and His people.
	 Jesus is the goal.

Patti Goodrum, Executive 
Director Love INC 
Nacogdoches

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS
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Functional and Fun

Golf Cars

5231 South St.  Nacogdoches
936.564.7178 • 936.564.0009

Sales • Service
• Accessories & Customizing

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

 	 Nacogdoches Historic Sites will host a special film screening of Raise Your 
Head Up, a documentary by Richard Orton, on Friday, February 20 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Zion Hill Baptist Church Historic Site, located at 324 North Lanana Street. 
The screening will include an introduction by Orton, followed by a Q&A session 
with the filmmaker.
	 Raise Your Head Up is the result of decades of research and relationship 
building. The documentary explores the history and legacy of freedom colonies 
in East Texas, communities established by formerly enslaved African Americans 
after Emancipation. The film began with Orton’s first visit in 1988 to the Free-
dom Colony of County Line in northwest Nacogdoches County, where he began 
documenting the Upshaw family and learning about the community’s history.
	 “In the beginning, my only 
objective was to satisfy my curi-
osity, enjoy the family, and make 
photographs that represented 
who they are,” said Orton. “Af-
ter many years, that work led 
to a book, a traveling photo ex-
hibit, and eventually to meeting 
descendants from other freedom 
colonies. Learning their histories 
and forming those relationships ultimately led to the creation of this film.”
	 In conjunction with the film screening, the photo exhibit, The Upshaws of 
County Line, will be on display in the Zion Hill gallery beginning February 11. 
The exhibit is free and open to the public during regular operating hours. The ex-
hibit was originally developed by the Stephen F. Austin State University School 
of Art and builds upon Orton’s book, The Upshaws of County Line: An American 
Family, published in 2014.
	 The film screening and exhibit are presented in partnership with Nacogdo-
ches Historic Sites, the Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative, the African American 
Heritage Project, Friends of the SFA Friends of the Visual Arts, the Summerlee 
Foundation, and Alex and Suzanne Labry.
	 The film screening is free and open to the public, but registration is required. 
Registration is available through Eventbrite.com. Anyone needing assistance 
with registration may call 936 560 4441.
	 For more information about the film and exhibit, visit nactx.us/historicsites, 
email historic sites at nactx.us, or call 936-560-4441.

Film Screening
at Zion Hill: Raise 
Your Head Up, a 
Documentary and 
Photo Exhibit by
Richard Orton

4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 105 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE



Page 26     February 2026

	 February in Nacogdoches brings cooler days and plenty of reasons to get out 
and explore. From Valentine’s Day celebrations to downtown sipping and SFA 
basketball action, the month is full of events that make winter anything but dull.
	 With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, Nacogdoches offers no short-
age of ways to celebrate love, romantic or otherwise. The month kicks off with 
the Sweetheart Market on Main on February 7th, when 305 East Main St. fills 
with local vendors, handmade goods, and sweet finds perfect for gifting. It’s an 
ideal stop for those looking to shop small while discovering something meaning-
ful for a loved one, or yourself.
	 For couples planning a classic Valentine’s date night, The Republic Steak 
House provides a timeless option with an upscale menu and elegant atmosphere, 
making it easy to enjoy a special evening together. Whether it’s a long dinner or 
a celebratory night out, it’s a go-to spot for marking the occasion.
	 Valentine’s Day isn’t just for couples. Muddy Pants Pottery invites the com-
munity to A Heart Day Celebration for Everyone on February 14th from 2–6 
pm. This creative, come-as-you-are event offers a relaxed space to paint pottery, 
spend time with friends, or enjoy a solo afternoon of creativity and self-care.
	 Beyond Valentine’s Day, February brings another reason to explore down-
town. From February 13th through March 16th, Nacogdoches Main Street hosts 
the Downtown Sip Around, a month-long drink competition featuring cocktails, 
mocktails, coffee creations, and more from downtown restaurants and cafés. Par-
ticipants can sip their way through town, sample unique creations, and vote for 
their favorites, making it a fun and flavorful way to support local businesses 
throughout the season.
	 Sports fans also have plenty to look forward to this month, as Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University basketball is in full swing. Home games at Johnson Coliseum 
bring high-energy crowds, school spirit, and exciting matchups that make for a 
great night out. Whether you’re a lifelong Lumberjack fan or attending your first 
game, SFA basketball adds an extra spark to February in Nacogdoches.
	 Whether you’re planning a romantic evening, a creative afternoon, or a spir-
ited night cheering on the Lumberjacks, February in Nacogdoches offers some-
thing for everyone. With seasonal events, downtown experiences, and commu-
nity traditions filling the calendar, it’s the perfect time to explore, connect, and 
enjoy everything that makes Nacogdoches special. To keep up with Nacogdoches 
and community events, make sure to check out our website at visitnacogdoches.
org/events. We can’t wait to see y’all around the town!

This Month in the 
Oldest Town in Texas

Natalee Dunn
CVB Creative Content Director 

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

advancedansweringsolutions.com

Now serving Nacogdoches and 
all of the East Texas Area!

SET UP YOUR CUSTOMIZED PACKAGE TODAY!

• 24/7 Live Operator Answering Service
We are here every day of the year

• Translation Services for over 350+ languages
• 100% USA based
• No Start Up Fees
• HIPAA Compliant 
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RV & Boat Storage
Infinity Commercial

RV Service, Remodeling & Upholstery
14618 US Hwy 59 Nacogdoches, TX 75965

(936) 560-2188

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

•  Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled 
Nursing Facility

•  We offer Short Term Rehabilitation 
and Long Term Care

•  We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95  •  GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 • www.garrisonnursinghome.com

A Primer on... 
Hot Dogs!
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception.	

		 One of the perks of retire-
ment is the ability to let my mind 
wander when it comes to sharing 
this screed among you, my east 
Texas friends. If you’ve been 
among my readers for a while, 
you know of the tessellation of 
subjects that may appear under 
my byline. (I also like to toss 
in words like ‘tessellation’ as a 
means of enhancing my vocabu-
lary, assuming I can remember it 
afterward, which is not all that 
likely.)
		 For some reason the other day, I thought of a childhood experience involving 
my first hot dog at the Nacogdoches County fair back when the fairground was on 
South Fredonia Street near the Lone Star Feed complex. I still remember seeing 
steam locomotives on the nearby railroad track, so this had to have been in the 
early 1950s. I’m pretty sure it was the first hot dog my parents purchased for me 
from a vendor. It was a cool October night, and I can almost smell the aroma of 
the wieners and the chopped onions on the griddle. The marriage of these with 
a warm bun and some mustard was nearly hallucinogenic. Perhaps this fleeting 
happy memory was the catalyst for my curiosity about the origin of this classic 
American treat.
		 After a little research, it became clear that there are multiple versions of the 
annals of hot dog development, so it is anyone’s guess as to the accuracy of the 
account you are reading. Nevertheless, there are certain elements that are mostly 
agreed upon, namely, that casings stuffed with meat have existed for a very long 
time, probably traceable to the Sumerians in 3,000 B.C. Furthermore, it is fairly 
settled that the modern hot dog has its roots in Germany.  The term ‘frankfurter’ 
comes from Frankfurt, where a sausage made with pork was popular. The term 
‘wiener’ refers to Vienna (Wien in German) where a similar sausage was made. 
German immigrants brought their sausage-making traditions to the United States 
in the 19th century, selling their sausages largely in their neighborhoods.
		 The term ‘hot dog’ is believed to have gained wide popularity in the mid-
20th century, when American soldiers based in Europe during World War I en-
countered the sausages and coined the term based on the low-slung dachshund 
dog that is similar in appearance and indigenous to Germany. When the soldiers 
returned home, the hot dog rapidly became a cultural icon with certain varieties 
named after their cities of origin, such as the Chicago dog with its disturbingly 
green relish, the New York dog with mustard and sauerkraut and the Coney
Island dog topped with chili and sometimes cheese.
		 In 1936, Oscar Mayer rolled out the first hot dog food cart that eventually 
morphed into the Wienermobile, and the rest is history. Oh, it just occurred to 
me that I wrote a column about the Wienermobile in the October 2024 issue of 
Around the Town, in case you’re compelled to read more about it-something I 
would find a little troubling.

Shreveport, LA
(318) 219-8335

Nacogdoches, TX
(936) 564-1534 baileybarkmaterials.com

Providing Quality Materials Since 1983
What began in 1983 as a small grinding operation has grown into 
one of the region’s largest and most respected suppliers of bark 
mulch, rock, sod and landscape materials. With primary locations 
in Texas and Louisiana, Bailey Bark Materials processes tons of 
timber by-products each day and delivers landscaping materials 
to customers near and far.

Wood Grinding Services

Mulch and Compost

Certified Playground Wood Chips

Crushed ConcreteCrushed Concrete Crushed LimestoneCrushed Limestone

Asphalt Millings

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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Unleash Your Creativity This 
Spring Break!
	 Registration is now open for our 
2026 Creativity Camp, happening 
March 9–13 at the Boys and Girls Club 
of Nacogdoches! Ages 8-15. Each day, 
campers will dive into hands-on ses-
sions in art, music, theatre, dance, and 
creative writing—guided by local art-
ists and educators. Camp runs 9am–
5pm daily, making it the perfect full-
day creative experience.  Cost is $225 for the week. Scholarships are available to 
ensure everyone can join the fun!  Ready to make, move, and imagine? Reserve 
your spot today and let your creativity shine.
	 The Falling Star Gallery show Passports: New Work by Art Educators 
will close on Saturday, February 14 with a reception inside the gallery from 
2-4pm.  The night before, Friday, February 13 @ 5:30pm, there will be an art talk 
by two of the educators, Luke Russell and Mandy Clay.  They will talk about the 
inspiration for their work.  The Art Talk will be at the NAC Annex, 141 Walker 
Street (behind the brewery), just a couple of blocks from the gallery. Passports 
now open every Saturday 11-4.
	 Calling all vendors! We are gearing up for the 2026 Arts Vendor Fairs start-
ing March 28. Check out the schedule to the right and sign up to be a vendor at 
these popular markets.

February Artist Spotlight - meet Mandy Clay!
	 Currently teaching art at Nacogdoches High 
School, Mandy Clay has a long history of creating: 
ceramics, painting, even her own paintbrushes. She 
grew up in and around Nac. Her parents split up 
when she was little. Dad remained in Nac and her 
mom moved north to New Boston, Texas. “I also 
had a grandma in Timpson,” said Mandy. Her dad 
was artistic in his youth, painting and sculpting, 
but got no support for it at home. “My grandfather 
burned my father’s art supplies for entertaining 
such notions, but that never happened to me. I got 
encouragement. Art has absolutely been a saving grace for me and for my stu-
dents’ lives.”
	 This single mom is one of four artists currently featured in “Passports: New 
Work by Artist Educators” at the Falling Star Gallery, which opened on January 
10. Mandy said, “I hated high school and dropped out, but realized quickly that 
every job I wanted to apply for required at least an associate’s degree. So I knew I 
had to go back to school.” After getting her GED, Mandy enrolled in community 
college and ultimately, transferred to SFA where she earned a BFA and MA in art 
about ten years ago. “I fell in love with art history, the whole arts scene and with 
the art professors there.” She also credits her faith for guiding her artistic vision 
while she navigated through personal trauma and the isolation that came with 
COVID. “My Saviour was in the Word and the Book of Jeremiah,” Mandy said.
	 Mandy makes ceramics and also paints, and she points out that her art mostly 
deals with trauma. The show at Falling Star showcases one ceramic piece of hers, 
a traditional wedding vessel whose handle is broken and repaired with gold in the 

Japanese tradition of kintsugi. “It’s a way 
of highlighting the trauma to the piece 
and making the broken spot beautiful.”
	 Mandy makes her own paintbrushes 
with her own hair. “I love kung fu mov-
ies and I once saw one called Hero where 
a character had a paintbrush the size of a 
mop with long bristles of horse hair and 
he was teaching traditional calligraphy 
with it. I wondered how to get a paint-

brush like that. The art supply websites had nothing, so I decided I needed a 
haircut and I made my own gigantic brush with the ends of my hair and a shaft of 
bamboo.” Some of Mandy’s handmade paintbrushes are also on display at Fall-
ing Star. Mandy will be part of the Art Talk scheduled for February 13. The show 
closes on February 14.
	 Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative is located inside Williamsburg Plaza, 320 
North Street. Falling Star Gallery @ NAC is in Suite 306 and is open Saturdays 
from 11-4 or by appointment by texting 917-209-1050. We are also an easy walk 
from downtown at 415 N. Fredonia Street, one block north of the Fredonia Hotel.  
The NAC Annex is at 141 Walker Avenue behind the Fredonia Brewery.

Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in Nacogdoches and encouraging artists of all disciplines to thrive.

NAC  ARTS  
COLLABORATIVE  News
CONNECTING COMMUNITY | SUPPORTING ARTISTS

Fly or Crawl, We Kill’Em All

(936) 560-2497
805 SE Stallings Drive, Nacogdoches

cptptest@gmail.com

#1
Best 

Exterminator!Carra’sCarra’s
PEST AND TERMITE, INC.
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Amy Rushing / President  •  P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204
rushing2winders@gmail.com • www.winderstexas.com

2724 SE Stallings Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

“Win is in Our Name”
• Cleaners & Disinfectants • Carpet & Floor Care • Floor Mats

• Vacuums, Buffers, Scrubbers, Sweepers • Paper Products & Disposables
• Ware Washing & Laundry • Equipment Repair • Training

• and Much, Much More! 

Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

BUY HERE-
SERVICED HERE!

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden 

equipment sales and service 
since 1958. Largest selection of 
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

February Stress 
and Heart Health
	 February often asks a lot of people.
	 The holidays are over, the days are still short, and winter has a way of 
settling in deeper than expected. For many families in Deep East Texas, Feb-
ruary is when bills keep stacking up, routines feel heavier, and stress hasn’t 
let up as people hoped it would.
	 February is also American Heart Month, a time when we are encouraged 
to think about heart health. People usually talk about heart health in terms of 
food and exercise. What gets less attention is how stress and constant fatigue 
wear people down, which is often when alcohol or drugs start to feel like a 
way to cope.
	 What many people don’t realize is how closely substance use and heart 
health are connected. Alcohol and certain drugs can raise blood pressure, 
disrupt heart rhythm, weaken the heart muscle, and increase the risk of heart 
attack and stroke. Over time, even routine or socially accepted uses can take 
a toll.
	 The effects are rarely limited to one person. Families notice the changes. 
Conversations grow shorter or more tense. Parents sense something is off 
but struggle to put it into words. Teenagers may try to fit in or escape feel-
ings they do not yet know how to manage.
	 Genuine change usually doesn’t arrive all at once. It shows up when 
people start noticing patterns they have learned to live with, like conversa-
tions they avoid, habits that are harder to manage than they used to be, or 
stress that never really lets up.
	 February doesn’t have to be about big gestures or sudden change. For 
many people, it starts by noticing the signs they have been pushing aside, 
whether that’s ongoing stress, health concerns, or changes at home that feel 
harder to ignore. In Deep East Texas, some families choose to reach out 
to  the Alcohol and Drug Awareness Council, often starting with a simple 
phone call to 936-634-5753.
	 Taking care of your heart also means paying attention to how you cope 
when things feel heavy. Small decisions, made consistently, can make a real 
difference over time.
Paige Bentley, Public Relations Coordinator
Region 5 Prevention Resource Center
Alcohol & Drug Awareness Council
(936) 634-5753 Ext 8771
ADAC serves the following counties: Angelina, Hardin, Houston, Jasper, Jef-
ferson, Nacogdoches, Newton, Orange, Polk, Sabine, San Augustine, San 
Jacinto, Shelby, Trinity, and Tyler.
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CM TREE SERVICECM TREE SERVICE
Full Service Land Management

Call Claude Miguez

936-225-1262

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal 
• Bucket Truck
• Basket Lift (up to 90 feet)
• Insured
• Dozer Work
• Land Clearing 
• Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Pond Digging & Excavating Work

SERVING ANGELINA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

“We’ll go 
out on a 
limb for 

you!”

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

16,000 readers each month!16,000 readers each month!
$125 for one month

$95 per month 12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN

OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739

Walter Clark 
Agent

936.244.8177

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

What Kind of 
Music Do You Like?
by Robert McCandless

	 In search of the answer I stopped to think...
In the sixties music began to change dramatically, from the Perry Como and Patti 
Page songs that were so popular on radio in the fifties. The transition came with 
new voices like Elvis Presley and Jerry Lee Lewis, and Little Richard, bringing 
sounds that some of our parents complained to be from evil spirits. Separation of 
races in the south created a lot of resistance to the sounds and singers… at least 
among the older folks. About the only acceptable black singers were the likes of 
Nat King Cole and Johnny Mathis as my music choices were forever changed 
early on in my life.
	 At the age of 16, I met a fellow named Bill Showalter through a neighbor-
hood friend. Bill was a laborer and worked in the warehouses and construction 
sites that were predominately held by black men, in those days. Bill was dark 
complected (Black Dutch he said) and made friends with a lot of his co-workers. 
His father was a car salesman at the Lincoln Mercury dealership just across the  
Commerce St. bridge in downtown Dallas. His brother, a successful SMU foot-
ball star, owned a couple of gas stations in North Dallas. Bill claimed to have 
tried out for the Dallas Cowboys when the team formed in 1960. Bill never grew 
up. Bill was 34 when I met him.
	 My mother and father owned a rooming house on Ninth St. across from Mr. 
Gray, a childhood mentor, whom I sat on the porch with every afternoon in good 
weather. It was through him that I met Bill as he came to sit on the porch with 
us many times. Bill said he had dated a girl who lived at our rooming house and 
that they were in a motorcycle wreck where she had died. I remembered the mo-
torcycle pulling up that day to get her and the police coming to our door the next 
day to inform us of her death. I also remember her husband arriving at our door 
after several days searching for her and my father giving him the news. It may 
have been the first time I saw a man cry.
	 Bill had the scars on his head showing his bout with the accident. A couple 
of deep holes proved concrete was harder than bone. Bill drank a lot and I was 
getting to the age where drink fascinated me, so we made friends.
	 He took me under his wings and often he would buy a case or two of beer on 
Friday and off we would go to Lake Dallas, Galveston, or Turner Falls Oklahoma 
for the weekend, staying up all night or sleeping in the back of his 58 Chevy 
pickup. He was a big guy and I felt safe around him having been picked on by 
some of the bullies at Adamson High. My father had died in 1960 and I was in 
search for someone to fill his place.
	 Bill also liked to hang out at the bars in South Dallas and would take me with 
him occasionally. It was uncommon to see a kid in a bar, much less a white kid in 
a black bar, but tagging along with Bill made it somehow acceptable. I was sort 
of an oddity and got a lot of positive attention from everyone. They didn’t seem 
to mind that I took swigs of beer in plain view from Bills bottle. The police didn’t 
frequent the places and TABC found no reason to monitor them.
	 From the jukebox came sounds I had not heard on Top 40 stations like KLIF 
and KBOX. The sounds of Big Mama Thornton, Lightinin’ Hopkins, Ray Charles, 
Leadbelly, Ike and Tina Turner, and many more were so far removed from what 
everyone else was listening to. When we cruised around quaffing Pearl, Bill’s car 
was always at WRR on the dial where Dave Brubeck, Stan Getz,  Charlie Parker,  
and others were played at night on Cab’s Caravan. Bill also tried to introduce me 
to classical “long hair” music but I guess it never stuck. Ironic that 5 years later 
Rock would be a better example of the term.
	 With the times, I changed. Rock and Roll came as a way of fitting in with 
popular culture. For years, I listened, until a few years ago, either the music got 
louder and drowned the lyrics, the singers became incoherent in pronunciation, 
or my hearing has deteriorated, as evidenced by the devices I now wear behind 
my ears from standing in front of the stage at Willie concerts.
	 As a result I have come to describe my current musical preferences as having 
changed from young white guys to old black men.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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The King of 
Western Swing
by Scott Sosebee, Contributing Writer
		
	 Scott Sosebee is a Professor of History at Stephen F. Austin State University and 
the Executive Director and Editor of the East Texas Historical Association.
	 Editor’s Note: Around the Town Publisher, David Stallings, produced record-
ings, concerts and videos for Bob Wills’ Original Texas Playboys 1979-1985.

	  Texas has produced a number of musical artists that have either revolution-
ized their chosen genre or charted a new path for music itself. Ornette Coleman 
essentially invented “free jazz,” Willie Nelson and other Texas artists changed 
the entire direction of country music with their “outlaw” sound, and Buddy Holly 
injected new arrangements and techniques into the nascent birth of rock-and-
roll. However, perhaps no Texas musical talent has so conclusively and fully 
blazed a new musical path like Bob Wills, the inventor of “western swing.” Wills 
combined jazz, blues and Big Band arrangements with traditional country instru-
mentation to create a new sound—Western Swing, which would in turn apply 
great influence on the progression of country music. As Ken Burns’ documentary 
on country music said about Wills, “He brought a new degree of sophistication 
and arrangement to ‘hillbilly music,’ one that reflected his Texas roots and that 
changed how we hear country music into the present.”
	 James Robert Wills was born to a 
sharecropping farmer and his wife in 
the small central Texas town of Kosse 
in 1905. His father, like so many other 
small Texas farmers of the era caught in 
the hard grip of a southern “agricultural 
ladder” that restricted most of them on 
the lowest rung, struggled to make it on 
the lands he worked. John T. Wills had 
to supplement his income in a number 
of ways, and one of those was to be a 
sought-after fiddle player for dances 
throughout the countryside. His son 
would follow in his footsteps. The Wills 
family moved to a new farm, one that he 
was able to purchase, in Hall County (in 
the Panhandle) when Jim—as his family 
called him—was eight. Their farm was 
between Lakeview and Turkey, and 
while John Wills was able to buy his land,
farming cotton in the Texas Panhandle in the teens and the twenties was not for 
the faint of heart. The family continued to struggle financially.
       Young Jim Bob Wills worked the field from an early age. When he could, his 
father hired laborers to help with planting and harvest, and most of those were 
itinerant African American laborers. Young Wills spent a majority of his time 
with these laborers and their children and he became an eager student in learn-
ing their musical styles and dances. The Black workers that he took such note of 
played and sang jazz and blues music, and Wills began to mimic their style, but 
since he played a fiddle like his father he played their tunes on the instrument he 
had, Wills’ lessons on the family farm was the beginning of “western swing.”
       Jim Bob Wills was eager to make his own way, so he left the family farm 
when he was 16. He began to “ride the rails,” hopping trains as they moved 
across the Southwest. He drifted from town to town and took whatever jobs he 
could to earn his way; sometimes that job was playing his fiddle at local dances, 
while at other times he worked for whatever wages he could on farms or other 
low-paying jobs. He finally tired of such a nomadic life and when he was 22 he 
found a way to attend barber school. He married his first wife, Edna, in 1927 and 
moved to Roy, New Mexico, where he barbered, for a bit and finally went back 
to his hometown of Turkey. He found a job at Hamm’s Barber Shop where he 
remained for a year. Still restless, Wills moved to Fort Worth in 1929.
      Like his father, Wills made extra money fiddling at dances and other musical 
shows besides working as a barber. He continued doing just that in Fort Worth. 
There he fell in with a minstrel show, which led Wills to don “black face” and 
besides playing the violin he appeared in comedy sketches. He played the vio-
lin and did some singing—although as a vocalist Wills was limited and mostly 
“talked” his lyrics—accompanied by two guitarists and a banjo player. Because 
there was another “Jim” in the show, he began to go by Bob. The name stuck and 
became his stage name from that point forward. He made his first record while in 
Fort Worth, although the record went unissued by the recording company. 
       It would be in Fort Wort where Bob Wills’ music began to evolve. While he 
had always included some elements of jazz and blues that he had learned from 
the African Americans he had worked with as a boy, he began to add elements of 
“rowdy city blues” to his repertoire. He idolized Bessie Smith and Emmet Miller, 
and it was their stylings that he began to incorporate into his traditional line-up 
of waltzes and “breakdowns” he had learned from his father. He also began to 
develop his distinctive vocal style, patterned after Miller and Al Bernard. It was 
more of a “patter” than singing. It would eventually evolve into his unique “A-
ha” that he would use to accompany vocalists in his Texas Playboys. He would 
also use it to signify changes he wanted his band to make as they played and also 
to call for solos.

       It was in Fort Worth that Wills formed his first real show band. He had met 
Herman Arnspiger when he was a guest at a radio show and, with Milton Brown 
joining as lead vocalist they called themselves the Wills Fiddle Band. Wills—
pushed by Brown—began to bring more innovation and experimentation to their 
music, making greater use of jazz syncopation and “call and response.” They 
also changed their name to the Aladdin Laddies. But, Wills’ life would change 
most dramatically after he played as a guest on WBAP radio, the station with the 
strongest signal in all of the South. After the appearance, Burrus Mills, the mak-
ers of Light Crust Flour, offered Wills, Brown, and Arnspiger a regular spot on 
the WBAP with Burrus as the sponsor. The added income of a regular paycheck 
appealed to Wills and he and the band signed on. Burrus billed them as “The 
Light Crust Doughboys” and they became a hit. Wills and Brown began to add 
elements that would eventually become known as Western Swing, such as twin 
fiddles, a tenor banjo, and a slap bass.  
       Burrus brought in Wilbert Lee “Pappy” O’Daniel to manage their Fort Worth 
operation in 1925 and then put him in charge of PR and advertising in 1928.  
O’Daniel hated “hillbilly music” (although he would, in the end, use such musi-
cians to great effect when he entered politics), so he fired Wills and the Light 
Crust Doughboys. The public outcry was loud and it forced O’Daniel to hire 
them back after a month. Still, O’Daniel—who began to appear on the weekly 
show more often as the Master of Ceremonies—and Wills could not work to-
gether and Wills quit the daily show in 1932 (Brown had left the band earlier in 
the year), moved to Waco, and then formed a new band, the Texas Playboys. Bob 
Wills was about to go national.
	 Bob Wills had left a successful radio show in Fort Worth. He moved to Waco, 
which he thought was a more central location, and formed a new band—the 
Playboys. The new group utilized the new accompaniment and style that he and 
Brown had begun experimenting with on WBAP. They began to tour the state, 
playing regular dates mostly at dances and sometimes on package shows. The 
band was popular and Wills began to rake in some true financial success. Wills 
also fully became the band leader with the new Playboys. He was an often cruel 
taskmaster—exacerbated even more by his binge drinking, which was often. He 
expected his musicians to be ready and innovative when he called on them to 
play, and if they were not he was publicly brutal in upbraiding them. He fired so 
many members of his band that sometimes he forgot the names of the ones he had 
just hired. He was also exhibiting the personal habits that would eventually lead 
him to five marriages; he drank frequently and also habitually stepped outside his 
marital vows. Edna finally tired of his philandering in 1935 and divorced him. 
He married Ruth McMaster almost as soon as his divorce to Edna was final, but 
it was a union that lasted less than a year. 
 	 Wills’ popularity in Texas grew and he decided he needed a larger market. 
He left Waco for Oklahoma City in 1934, but by the fall of that year had relo-
cated to Tulsa when he accepted a contract for a daily noon show on 50,000 watt 
KVOO—in direct competition with Pappy O’Daniel and WBAP. Wills renamed 
his group the Texas Playboys and also added to his band in Tulsa. Everet Stover 
brought a trumpet to the Playboys, and Zeb McNally was hired to play saxo-
phone. Wills was truly assembling a jazz ensemble so he needed a “time keeper,” 
which led him to add Smoky Dacus as a drummer. Leon McAuliffe came aboard 
with the pedal steel guitar in 1935 (McAuliffe also began to join Wills as a vocal-
ist). By 1938, Wills would add both a lead guitar and electric guitar to the lineup. 
The true makeup of Western Swing began to take shape.
       

	 Throughout the rest of the 1930s and into the 1940s, Bob Wills and the Texas 
Playboys became a truly national hit. They began to make records and had hits 
with “Rat Cheese Under the Hill” “Take Me Back to Tulsa,” and “Trouble in 
Mind” among others. They also toured extensively and tirelessly, sometimes on 
the road more than 250 days a year, and no matter where they were they had to 
still find a studio and do the noon KVOO show. The Texas Playboys had a million 
selling record in 1940 with “New San Antonio Rose,” which became the group’s 
signature song. Wills, along with the Texas Playboys, branched out into movies 
in 1940 as well when they co-starred with Tex Ritter in Take Me Back to Oklaho-
ma. Movie roles became more frequent; in all Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys 
would appear in 19 films in the 1940s. The Texas Playboys became a set group 
as well with Herman Arnspiger on guitar, Sleepy Johnson on guitar and fiddle, 
Johnnie Lee Wills playing banjo, McAuliffe and the steel guitar, Joe Ferguson 
played bass, Smoky Dacus on drums, Rueben Washington and Cecil Brower both 
playing fiddle, Robert Dunn on the trombone, Everett Stover playing trumpet, 
Ray De Geer on both the clarinet and sax, with Tommy Duncan providing lead 
vocals. Wills was the bandleader and, of course, also on the fiddle.

Bob Wills – March 6, 1905-May 13, 
1975. Photo by Michael Stanhope

Bob Wills & his Texas Playboys at Cain’s Ballroom in Tulsa, 1937
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      Various band members had to leave for service in World War II. Wills joined 
the army at the age of 37 in 1943, but his time in the military did not last long 
as he received a medical discharge within six months of enlisting; it was likely 
excessive drinking and alcoholism that led to his separation. When he left the 
army Wills moved to Hollywood where he concentrated mostly on making mov-
ies. He reorganized the Texas Playboys and began to appear daily on KMTR in 
Los Angeles. It did not take long for his show to become the most popular in the 
LA market. He and whatever band members he could pull together began to tour. 
Wills and the Texas Playboys played the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville for the first 
time in 1944. However, Opry policy said that drums and horns were not country 
instruments and were forbidden to play. Wills argued vehemently for their inclu-
sion, but Opry officials would not budge. Still, they wanted the man who led one 
of the most popular bands in the nation to appear so they compromised: Wills’ 
drummer—Monte Mountjoy—could play but only if he was concealed by a cur-
tain. Wills had another idea in mind so he rigged the curtain to collapse and he 
had Mountjoy placed front and center onstage.
       When World War II ended, Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys were drawing 
larger crowds than Big Band acts such as Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman. 
KGO radio in San Francisco syndicated a Bob Wills show recorded at the Fair-
mont Hotel and it was the highest rated show of the year. Bob Wills and the Texas 
Playboys played the inaugural broadcast on KWKH of the Louisiana Hayride in 
Shreveport. Wills’ behavior and lifestyle, however, grew more erratic. His binge 
drinking grew worse and he missed shows more often. He began and ended two 
more marriages, to Mary H. Brown in 1938 (who he married and divorced twice 
within a year) and Mary Louise Parker, who he married and divorced in 1939. 
He married Betty Anderson in 1942 and this one would last until his death, al-
though Wills still was a philanderer and he and Anderson’s relationship was often 
strained. 
       Bob Wills ended the 1940s as perhaps the most popular musical act in the 
nation, and certainly the most popular one considered a “country act,” although 
Wills always insisted that he was much more than that. Despite the popularity, 
though, Wills burned through money like water through a sieve. He lived a lavish 
lifestyle and the sheer size of his band meant his payroll was more than any act 
in music. Bob Wills had also likely seen his heyday, as the 1950s would bring a 
slow decline for Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys.
	 Bob Wills had reached the climax of both his creativity and popularity in the 
late 1930s and the World War II years, but in the decades afterward he would 
experience, personally and professionally, a slow but noticeable decline. Western 
swing, the genre he essentially created, would also begin to fall in popularity not 
necessarily because the public’s ardor for it would lessen, but more for the reason 
that country artists specifically would begin to adopt western swing elements 
into the larger category of the musical stylings. It would not help, of course, that 
country music’s overall popularity would begin a precipitous decline in the later 
part of the 1950s after the birth of “rock-and-roll,” a new genre that generally 
blended country, blues, and jazz into a sound that was entirely new. 
 	 Personally, Wills became more erratic as the 1940s progressed. A notorious 
binge drinker, Wills’ benders became more pronounced in the late 1940s, which 
made him an unreliable performer and “front-man” for his group. Quite often he 
could not even appear, which angered audiences who had come to see “Bob Wills 
and the Texas Playboys,” not just the band. Vocalist Tommy Duncan became 
particularly peeved with Wills’ unpredictable behavior, which caused the two 
to have heated arguments. Duncan’s biggest complaint—which his bandmates 
shared—was that when Wills did not appear their pay reverted to the much lower 
union scale. One day, in 1948, after an audience in California was particularly 
incensed that Wills was not available and took out their anger on Duncan, the 
singer confronted his boss in an altercation that may have become physical, de-
pending on whose version you heard. Wills spontaneously fired Duncan. Duncan 
would form his own band after his dismissal but would return to occasionally 
tour with Wills and the Texas Playboys between 1959 and 1961. The two once 
again got cross-ways and Duncan left once more. The most acclaimed and suc-
cessful of Wills’ lead singers died of heart failure in 1967. 
	 Wills left California and moved back to Oklahoma City in 1949. He also 
opened another night club, The Bob Wills Ranch House in Dallas. However, 
Wills was a touring musician and had to hit the road to support his lavish life-
style. That meant he had to turn the supervision of his night clubs over to on-site 
managers. Most of them took advantage of Wills’ absence and lack of business 
acumen and stole from him and also failed to report all income. That led to huge 
debts for which Wills was responsible, including a heavy back-tax burden. Fi-
nancially destroyed, Wills had to sell most of his assets, including his property 
in California and the publishing rights of many of his hits, such as “New San 
Antonio Rose.” 
	 Wills had two hits in 1950, “Ida Red Likes the Boogie” and “Faded Love,” 
but music was changing and along with it radio play. Western Swing began to 
disappear from country radio, and the stations that played jazz or Big Band 
standards began to switch formats. First, to what was becoming to be termed 
“pop music,” and/or country. Later in the decade, many of those same stations 
would become outlets for the new “rock-and-roll” sound. Rock-and roll seri-
ously ate into country music’s popularity, which by the 1960s, saw that genre 
move toward the “Nashville Sound,” an aggressively produced, more technically 
arranged genre with an extensive reliance on a large string accompaniments. It 
saved country music, but western swing did not really fit anymore into it or any 
of the other classifications. Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys were seldom heard 
on any stations. The lack of airplay meant a huge reduction in record sales, which 
meant Wills had to tour more extensively.
       Wills and his band toured almost 300 days a year, but they did not draw the 
crowds they once did. Where in the 1940s Wills and the Texas Playboys regularly 
counted on 15,000 to 20,000 paying customers at a venue, as the 1960s began 
they were lucky to draw a thousand. The Texas Playboys were reduced to play-
ing mostly small venues. Wills could not understand his loss of popularity, and 
also resisted any efforts to change his sound to fit the new, emerging musical 

Bob Wills’ Original Texas Playboys under the direction of Leon McAuliffe; 1979 
recording session at Rosewood Studios - Tyler, TX
Front row L-R: David Stallings (producer), Terry Lowery (sound engineer), Gene 
Gasaway (fiddle), Leon Rausch (vocalist), Bobby Boatright (fiddle), Greg Hunt (sound 
engineer)
Back row L-R: Joe Frank Ferguson (bass & vocals), Eldon Shamblin (guitar), Leon 
McAuliffe (steel guitar & vocals), W. E. “Smokey” Dacus (drums), “Brother Al” Strick-
lin (piano)

Faded Love LP – The first Playboys 
album produced by David Stallings in 
1979

stylings. He insisted in interviews that he had been playing “rock-and-roll” since 
the 1920s, and he had a point as some of the earliest rock-and roll acts, such 
as Buddy Holly, Chuck Berry, and Bill Hailey listed Wills as an influence. He 
saved his most vehement vitriol for the developing “Nashville Sound” of coun-
try music. The new movement, which some people called “countrypolitan,” was 
a smoothly produced music characterized by background orchestras and choir 
vocals, instead of the rough-edged sounds of fiddles and steel guitars which had 
played such a role in the development of rock-and-roll. Wills called the new sub-
genre “slick with no soul,” or, in one interview, “an over-produced mish-mash 
that is almost unlistenable.” 
	 Wills may have hated the “Nashville Sound” when it first appeared, but pay-
ing customers loved it. Country radio, which rock-and-roll almost put out of 
business, began to recover. Record companies either had their acts “remake” 
themselves into sounds that fit the new growth, or they recruited new acts whose 
vocals leant themselves to the new sound. Bob Wills and western swing became 
an afterthought. Wills’ health was also not good; he had two heart attacks, one in 
1963 and again in 1965. After the last one, he dissolved the Texas Playboys. The 
Country Music Hall of Fame inducted him into its gallery of honorees in 1968, 
but it received little attention. Wills suffered a severe stroke in 1969, which left 
his right side paralyzed. 
      Then a funny thing happened. Some 
country artists, many of them who grew 
up in Texas, began to criticize and aban-
don the Nashville Sound as something 
too heavily produced and too “slick.” 
Many of them also cited Bob Wills as 
a major influence. One of the biggest 
emerging stars of country music, Merle 
Haggard, cited Bob Wills as one of his 
major influences and recorded an album 
of Wills standards. He even convinced 
Wills to play on some of his cuts. Way-
lon Jennings and Willie Nelson, the 
leaders of the new “Outlaw” movement 
in country music also cited Wills as an
inspiration. Bob Wills was once again
popular, and he even began to talk about recovering enough to start another tour. 
It did not happen. Wills could never fully recover his health and died in a Fort 
Worth hospital on May 13, 1975. 
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

Servicing Deep East Texas, West Louisiana and All of Angelina County

®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500
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Around the Town
is a proud member of the
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

YOUR COMPLETE FLOOR COVERING CENTER
UNFINISHED FURNITURE

LAMINATE • CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE

Carpets By Curiosity
(936) 824-2178 • (936) 824-2931

 MARK & REGINA FERDEN 4150 S. US HWY 69
 Owners Lufkin, TX 75901

Email: carpetsbycuriosity@consolidated.net

Cell (936) 559-3242 
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Mike Renfroe
Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139

Night (936)  569-0577

2900 SE Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service
etwplcr@suddenlinkmail.com

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and 
Best Security 

Systems Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches
for 45 Years

• Commercial, 
 Residential & 
 Auto Lock and  
 Key Services

• Commercial &   
 Residential 
 Security Systems

John Deere

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

ANYTIME FITNESS
NACOGDOCHES
3801 North St. Nacogdoches, TX 75965
903.205.9165

BECOME YOUR BEST SELF

Includes:
• Evolt 360 Body Scan
• 24/7 access to ALL  
 locations
• Anytime Fitness   
 App
• Apple Fitness +
• And much more! 

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO SIGN UP TODAY!

Come try our Silver 
and Fit Class!

• Functional
movements

• Prioritized safety
• Increased strength

and flexibility
• Expect coach Tonya

to help you along
the way!

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

mas.jewelershowcase.com

SINCE 1989

397 Jacob St.
Timpson, TX

936-554-4557
tie.timbertx@gmail.com
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		 The Lamp-Lite Players present Barefoot in the Park, by Neil Simon, Feb-
ruary 13, 14, 20, and 21, at 7:30 pm, and February 15 and 22, 2026, at 2:00 
pm.  Tickets are $15.00 Adults, $12.00 Adults 60+, $8.00 Students/Children and 
may be purchased now online at lampliteplayers.ludus.com.  Tickets will also be 
sold at the Box Office the day of the performance 45 minutes before curtain. All 
seats are reserved seats. An Audience Dress Rehearsal Preview Night will be held 
Thursday, February 12, 2026, 7:30 pm. Tickets are $5.00 and are only available 
at the door the night of the performance. Seating is General Seating. 
		 Corie and Paul Bratter are newlyweds experiencing their first apartment in 
New York City. They navigate their way among Paul’s new career as a lawyer, 
Corie’s mother, the upstairs neighbor, their other neighbors, and the service peo-
ple brave enough to make the five-flight walk-up to their apartment. Performing 
in the comedy are Cristoban Morones and V Couch as newlyweds Paul and 
Corie Bratter, Samantha Johnson as Corie’s mother, Ethel, Tim Williams as 
Mr. Velasco, Pablo Morones as the telephone repairman, and Mark Hooker as 
the delivery man.  
		 Katherine Parrish Whitbeck serves as director, Todd Phillips as assistant 
director/set designer, and Tari Dean as stage manager. Production crew members 
include Aaron Hall, sets; Nancy Smith, costumes; Melanie Buckler, props; 
Brian Oswald, lights; Alyssa Faykus, sound and publicity; and Chris Sence 
and Steve Chandler, sound. Additional production assistants include Sue What-
ley, publicity, Elaine Lambright, poster artist, Lisa Norman, Jo Price Gallery 
display of the cast; Norm Markworth, pre-show announcements; Roz Couch, 
cabinet designer; Joy Claer, featured artist; and McKenna Fos, Lamp-Liter.
		 Audience members are asked to arrive at Lamp-Lite Theatre 15-30 minutes 
prior to curtain. More information may be found at www.lamplitetheatre.com. 
Follow Lamp-Lite Theatre on Facebook and Instagram. 

Lamp-Lite 
Players Present 
Barefoot in the Park

Part of the Creative & Technical Crew for BAREFOOT IN THE PARK: (left to right) 
Melanie Buckler, Elaine Lambright, Chris Sence, Katherine Parrish Whitbeck, Tari 
Dean, Todd Phillips, and Alyssa Faykus

Cast of BAREFOOT IN THE PARK: (left to right) Tim Williams, Samantha Johnson, V 
Couch, Cristoban Morones, Pablo Marones, and Mark Hooker

Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated
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4 Smart Tips to Save Money and Stay Well This Season
	 (StatePoint) January is a natural time for reset, especially when it comes to 
budgets and better-for-you habits. With cold and flu season still in full swing, 
it’s also a time when many people start thinking about how to stay healthy 
without spending more than they planned.
	 With a few tips and tricks, staying healthy doesn’t have to be expensive. 
Here’s what you can do:
	 Choose generic and save. January is National Store Brand Month, a re-
minder that many everyday health essentials don’t require paying extra for a 
name on the label. Store brand over-the-counter (OTC) products offer a more 
affordable option for common needs, including pain relief and cough and cold 
care.
	 Perrigo, a leading provider of store brand OTC products makes trusted 
alternatives to name brands across key self-care categories, including ibupro-
fen, acetaminophen, cough suppressants, decongestants and multi-symptom 
relief. These store brand OTC products contain the same active ingredients 
and meet the same FDA standards as national name brands, but at a lower 
cost.
	 As health care costs continue to rise, consumers can opt for these store 
brand OTC products to save money without compromising on quality.

	 Shop ahead. Most people don’t think about cold and flu products until 
they actually need them. Stocking up ahead of time can help ensure quick 
access to relief while making it easier to take advantage of savings. Using 
coupons, price-saving apps and shopping for store promotions can help bring 
down the cost of everyday health essentials.
	 Stay active. Staying active doesn’t have to mean joining a luxury gym 
membership or having a complicated routine. Research published in the Na-
tional Library of Medicine suggests that moderate amounts of exercise can 
help reduce stress and support immune function. Walking, running, free on-
line workout classes or bodyweight exercises at home are all accessible ways 
to stay active throughout the season.
	 Adopt healthy habits. Small, everyday habits can also make a difference 
during cold and flu season. Washing your hands, staying hydrated and getting 
plenty of sleep are simple steps that support overall wellness and help reduce 
the risk of getting sick.
	 As consumers settle into their New Year routines, combining smart shop-
ping choices with healthy habits can help them feel prepared and more in 
control throughout cold and flu season.
	 To stock up on affordable store brand self-care and OTC products, stop by 
your local retailer.
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FREE NAC NEWS 24/7!

Don’t miss your news from Nacogdoches!
Create an easy shortcut on your

iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS

PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS

NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS

WEATHER
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Nacogdoches Church Directory

Agape Life Church — 3500 North Street #3, 75965 — 936.559.3081 

Antioch Baptist Church — 1421 Greer Street, 75961 — 936.569.7432 

Apostolic Lighthouse — 1801 Durst Street 

Appleby Baptist Church — 13995 US-59, 75965 

Austin Heights Baptist Church — 2806 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.0818 

Bethel Temple Church of God in Christ — 1716 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, 75961 — 	
936.305.5138

Bethelem Mission — 125 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.564.6278 

Bonita Methodist Church — 10303 Hwy 259 @ Central Heights — 936.560.2028

Calvary Baptist Church — 3732 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.4539 

Calvary Pentecostal Church — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Cariker Street Seventh-day Adventist Church— 909 Cariker Street, 75961 — 936.564.2197 

Centro De Vida Cristiana — 2933 Hunter Street, 75964 — 936.615.4753 

Christ Episcopal Church — 502 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 936.564.0421 

Christian Life Center | Pentecostal Church — 2604 Stallings Drive N, 75964 — 936.560.1431 

Church of Christ — 3831 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Corner Post Cowboy Church — 8151 FM 1638, 75964 — 936.645.0123 

Davis Memorial Church of God — 1614 Gasaway Rd, 75964 — 936.564.8401 

Eastside United Pentecostal Church — 3801 Center Rd, 75961 — 936.564.6432 

Fairview United Methodist Church — 6296 TX-21, 75961 

Faith Temple Church — 217 Sweetgum Street, 75961 — 936.559.1502 

First Baptist Church — 411 North Street, 75961 — 936.564.7379

First Christian Church — 702 Mound Street, 75961 — 936.564.7389

First Pentecostal Church — 1622 Douglass Rd, 75964 — 936.569.6784 

First United Methodist Church — 201 E Hospital Street, 75961 — 936.564.8308 

Forest Pine Church — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 936.564.8386 

Glory Gang — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 —1.855.456.7944 

Godtel Ministries — 330 E. Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7914 

Gospel Assembly Church — 2916 Lilly Street, 75964 — 936.219.0251 

Grace Baptist Church — 4120 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.552.8988 

Grace Bible Church — 2305 Raguet Street, 75965 — 936.564.8867 

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church — SE Loop 224, 75961 — 936.559.0952 

Gravel Ridge Missionary Baptist Church — 7425 FM 225, 75964 

Greater Faith Tabernacle — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Harmonia Baptist Church — 2547 Old Post Oak Rd, 75965 — 936.552.1956 

Harmony Baptist Church — 268 County Rd 726, 75964 — 936.569.7381

Harvest Point Church — 2708 South Street, 75964 — 936.569.9342 

Heritage Primitive Baptist Church — 128 Hunt Street, 75965 — 936.554.0102 

High Praise Tabernacle — 1607 Douglass Rd, 75964 

Iglesia Bautista Cristiana — 1917 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.462.8692 

Iglesia Bautista Vida Eterna — 2612 Williams Street, 75964 — 936.462.0719 

Iglesia Evangelica Cristiana Espiritual — 501 Lenwood Drive, 75964 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church — 	1422 County Rd 724, 75964 — 936.560.3200 

Impact Cowboy Church of Nacogdoches — 415 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.569.8559 

International Church of Nacogdoches — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.7265 

Iron Wheel Baptist Church — 820 1st Street, 75961 — 	936.569.8358 

Jacob’s Memorial Cogic — 1717 Castleberry Street, 75961 — 936.564.7493 

Johnson Chapel CME Church — 614 3rd Street, 75961 — 936.569.9703 

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses — 2832 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.560.6571 

Life Church — 702 N University Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Little Zion Baptist Church — 305 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.4577 

Macedonia Baptist Church — 169 County Rd 719, 75964 — 936.564.3148 

Martinsville Baptist Church — 10892 FM 95, 75961 — 	936.554.1344 

Miracle Tabernacle — 3214 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.4624.8575 

Mosaic Church | Nacogdoches — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.615.3199 

Mt Moriah Baptist Church — 1413 Powers Street, 75964 — 936.564.3058 

Mt-Zion Baptist Church — 3767 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.554.7294 

Nacogdoches Bible Fellowship — 2220 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7077 

Nacogdoches Christian Fellowship — 1701 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.560.1948 

Nacogdoches Community Church / Victory Fellowship — 1907 Stallings Drive N, 75964 	
— 936.569.2720

Nacogdoches First Church of the Nazarene — 211 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 		
936.305.5351 

Nacogdoches Korean Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 972.632.0560 

Nacogdoches Seventh-day Adventist Church — 4407 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1905 

New Birth Fellowship Church — 2910 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7334 

New Creation Nations Christian Center — 3806 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 

New Hope Baptist Church — 819 Ritchie Street, 75961 — 936.225.8580 

New Hope Methodist Church — 5301 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.564.7693 

New Life Christian Fellowship — 4111 FM 1878, 75965 — 936.674.7339 

North Street Church of Christ — 3914 North Street, 75965 — 936.564.2471 

Northpointe Church of God — 3900 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.560.2358

Northwood Baptist Church — 3224 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.2969

Oak Grove Baptist Church — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.569.0756

Old North Baptist Church — 332 County Rd 205, 75965

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church — 4401 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Pine Flat CME Church — 899 FM 3228, 75961 — 936.564.4224

Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church — 4922 FM 2864, 75965 — 936.559.5445

Power Of The Word — 1501 Industrial Drive, 75964

Redeemer Lutheran Church — 2306 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.6729

Redemption Baptist Church — 3716 South Street, 75964 — 936.414.6777

Rey De Reyes Iglesia Cristiana — 1705 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.462.8008

Rock Springs Church — 203 County Rd 819, 75964

Sacred Heart Catholic Church — 2508 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.7807

Sandy Ridge Church — 75964

Saint Paisios the Athonite Orthodox Christian Mission — 614 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 	
936.622.0622

Saints Temple Church of God in Christ — 2604 Ellis Street, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Shady Grove Baptist Church — 2548 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.560.2721

Shawnee Church of Christ — 612 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.2103

Southside Church of Christ — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.559.1800

Stallings Drive Baptist Church — 728 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.2075

Star Hope Baptist Church — 2305 Looneyville Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1369

St James Baptist Church — 2633 Canyon Street, 75964 — 936.564.7887

St Mary’s Chapel — 215 College Street, 75965 — 936.564.0661

St Matthew Church — 2720 Matthew Street, 75964

St Paul’s Methodist Church — 601 Moore Street, 75961 — 936.564.3585

Stonewall Fellowship Church — 1303 S University Drive, 75961 — 936.587.9895

Sunset Galilee Missionary Baptist Church — 1609 S Rayburn Drive, 75961 — 		
936.564.3853 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — 3307 Center Rd, 75961 — 		
936.564.0687

The Citizen Nac — 108 N Lanana Street, 75961 — 936.237.6395

Timber Creek Church — 3801 North Street, 75965 — 936.632.3540

Trawick Presbyterian Church — 4410 SH 204, 75964 — 254.702.0100

Union Cross Missionary Baptist Church — 2905 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.9838

University Church — 2505 North Street, 75965 — 936.205.3100

Vineyard Church — 4140 FM 1878, 75961 — 936.564.4600

Westminster Presbyterian Church — 903 North Street, 75961— 936.564.0203

Westside Missionary Baptist Church — 3109 Durst Street, 75964 — 936.564.0713

Woden United Pentecostal Church — 136 Rankin Rd, 75961 — 936.560.2733

Zion Hill First Baptist Church — 324 N Lanana Street, 75961

SPONSORED BY

Cason Monk-Metcalf
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5400 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75965

936-564-7333
“Serving The Nacogdoches 

Community With Honor
and Dignity Since 1893”
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STATEPOINT MEDIA
THEME: LOVE’S IN THE AIR

ACROSS
1. Biology lab supply
5. Aldous Huxley’s drug of choice
8. *Certain Courtney
12. Tear violently
13. Color of a bruise
14. Al Roker’s show
15. Pupil control
16. Any minute, to Shakespeare
17. Sheep-like
18. *H. P. of science fiction fame
20. Hibernation stations
21. Boat station
22. Tennis shot
23. Packed in container
26. User-friendly interface, acr.
30. Genetic info carrier, acr.
31. *Love unquestioningly
34. Equal to 1.3 ounces in Asia
35. Not a minor
37. Poem addressed to certain subject
38. Hundred, in Italian
39. Nothing
40. Relating to clone
42. Division, abbr.
43. Sloughed off skin
45. Fluffy dessert
47. All good things come to this?
48. Between Octs and Novs
50. ____ Verde National Park
52. *B-52s’ “little old place” (2 words)
56. Singing femme fatale
57. Deed hearing
58. Reverberated sound
59. Blue-Green scum, pl.
60. Misery cause
61. Actress Perlman
62. Scheme
63. Right coast time
64. Made by tailor

DOWN
1. Seed cover
2. Biking helmet manufacturer
3. Tel ____, Israel
4. #64 Across, redone
5. Like 1969 landing
6. Laugh with contempt
7. Fender-bender damage
8. *a.k.a. hickey (2 words)
9. Norse deity
10. “Off The Wall” shoe
11. Needle hole
13. Macy’s Thanksgiving offering
14. Commotions
19. Silica variety
22. NaOH
23. Solder together
24. Dewey Decimal Classification, a.k.a. Relative ____
25. Pleasant Island
26. Small songbird
27. Harry’s and Hermione’s magic tools
28. Bigfoot’s cousins
29. *Hand cover, with love
32. *Lemming relative, or anagram of love
33. Tokyo, formerly
36. *Couch for two
38. Lumps in liquid
40. Knave
41. Unit of electric current flow
44. Absurd
46. Theater guides
48. Nutritious beans
49. Black tie one
50. Grain grinder

51. “Cogito, ____ sum”
52. Stud site
53. Occasional heart condition
54. Prepare to swallow
55. Riddle without solution
56. Tree juice

Answers to puzzles found 
on page 44
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The Nacogdoches Shrine Club 
Building is available for event rentals.

We can accommodate 250 people.  
Tables and chairs available.

Large paved parking lot.

208 CR 703 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Rental Managers:
Michael and Leshia Harrell

936-404-1776
We are seeking new members!

Shrine Contacts:
Robert Parrish 936-645-2883 cell; 936-560-4881 home

Calvin Taylor 936-591-1580 

COMMUNITY NEWS ITEMS

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$15.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Now accepting Credit Cards 
and Debit Cards for 

admission and at the bar.

Answers to puzzles from page 43

Your 1/4 page full-color ad Your 1/4 page full-color ad 
will reachwill reach

more than 16,000 readers more than 16,000 readers 
in 3 counties each month!in 3 counties each month!

NacogdochesNacogdoches
Angelina - ShelbyAngelina - Shelby

$250 for one month
$195 per month 

12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN

OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY

•	 Monday, February 9th- Blood Drive at St. 
Luke’s Health in Livingston from 9am to 2pm.

•	 Wednesday, February 18th- Blood Drive at 
St. Luke’s Health in Lufkin from 11am to 5pm.

•	 Friday, February 27th- 4th Annual East 
	 Texas MEGA Heart Health Fair hosted by St. 

Luke’s Health and The Heart Institute of East  
Texas. It will be from 10am to 2pm at Lufkin’s 
Pitser Garrison Convention Center.

UPCOMING FEBRUARY EVENTS 
FOR ST. LUKE’S HEALTH

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

16,000 readers each month!16,000 readers each month!
$125 for one month

$95 per month 12 month contract
FREE INCLUSION IN

OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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Shelby County Church Directory

CENTER:
Abundant Love Ministries — 1426 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 972.598.8060 
Arcadia Church of Christ — 75935 
Blount Chapel Baptist Church — 298 CR 3760, 75935 — 936.598.5362
(Temporarily Closed) 
Bright Morning Baptist Church — 623 Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4560 
Called Out Church — 1077 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2333 
Carroll’s Chapel CME Church — 302 FM 2694, 75935 — 936.598.2260 
Central Baptist Church — 909 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3642
Center Christian Church — SH 87, 75935 — 936.598.2645 
Center Christian Fellowship — 75935 
Center Church of Christ — 110 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.2945 
Center Church of the Nazarene — 400 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3785 
Center First Pentecostal Church — 610 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3646 
Center Missionary Baptist Church — 443 Moffett Drive, 75935 
Clever Creek Baptist Church — 199 CR 1042 at FM 417 West, 75935 
CME Church Lanetown — 3709 FM 711, 75935 — 936.288.0434 
East Liberty Church — 75935 
First Baptist Church — 117 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.5605 
First Christian Church — 124 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3512 
First Methodist Church — 211 Porter Street, 75935 — 936.598.2707 
First Pentecostal Church-Jesus — 480 FM 2026, 75935 — 936.598.4276 
Good Hope Church — 75935
Heritage Baptist Church — 1001 Tenaha Street, 75935 — 936.332.0310 
Hillcrest Baptist Church — 901 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2704
HORAM — 205 Church Street, 75935 
House of Refuge Ministries — 215 Church Street, 75935 — 936.591.8941
Iglesia Apostolic de la Fe en Cristo Jesus — 176 US 96, 75935 — 9156.706.6236
Iglesia Bautista Misionera Getsemani — 204 Travis Street, 75935 — 936.634.8341 
James Church of Christ — 4873 SH 7, 75935 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses–Center — 3751 Loop 500 E, 75935 
Lone Star Baptist Church — 2026 SH 87 S, 75935 — 936.598.5396 
Loop 500 Church of Christ — 3216 Loop 500, 75935 — 409.382.0535  
McClelland Community Church — 733 CR 2571, 75935 
Mt Zion CME Church — Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4059 
Neuville Baptist Church — 1258 FM 2140, 75935 
New Hope Church — 1986 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.598.3500 
New Life Church — 822 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3286 
North Jericho Church — 335 CR 3671, 75935 
Northside Church of Christ — 192 US 96, 75935 — 936.332.9872 
Open Door Baptist Church — 900 Cotton Ford Rd, 75935 — 936.590.9454 
Primera Iglesia Bautista — 615 Loop 500, 75935 
Providence Missionary Baptist Church — 1129 CR 1265, 75935 — 318.230.1415 
Revival Tabernacle — 2398 SH 87 N, 75935 — 936.280.4790 
Sardis Pentecostal Family Life — 430 CR 3054, 75935 — 936.598.5010 
Shelby County Outreach — 906 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 936.598.4990 
Southview Family Church — 1229 Southview Circle, 75935 
Stepstones Ministry International — 101 Hurst Street, 75935 — 254.718.5040 
St Johns Baptist Church — 2308 CR 2050, 75935 — 936.598.4769 
St John’s Episcopal Church — 1063 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.4101 
St Paul Missionary Baptist Church — 617 Hopkins Street, 75935 
St Therese Catholic Church — 717 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.505.8402 
The Luke Church, Inc. at San Augustine Texas — 1110 Tenaha Street, Suite 2, 75935 — 
936.679.2060 
Todd Spring Baptist Church — Old San Augustine Hwy, 75935 — 936.591.0300 
Triumph Church — 908 Daniels Street, 75935 — 936.598.8982 

JOAQUIN: 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church — 13127 SH 7, 75954 
FBC Haslam — 154 CR 3590, 75954 — 936.269.3587 
First Baptist Church — 100 Connell Ferry Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3582 
Friendship Baptist Church — 6796 US 84, 75954 — 936.269.4056 

Friendship Missionary Baptist — 140 CR 3569, 75954 — 936.269.3132 
Hosanna Full Gospel Church — 7619 SH 198, 75954 — 903.848.0737 
Jackson Missionary Baptist Church — 11120 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.3370
Joaquin United Methodist Church — 105 Faulkville Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3661
Lone Cedar Church — 75954 
The Pentecostals of Joaquin — 11113 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4245
Willow Grove Community Church — 4635 CR 3790, 75954 — 936.269.4756
Word of Faith Outreach Center — 12413 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4133

SHELBYVILLE:
Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church — 674 CR 2582, 75973 — 936.368.7195 
East Hamilton Church — 7325 FM 2261, 75973 
Ephesus Church — 75973  — 936.332.4001 
First Baptist Church of Shelbyville — 5030 SH 87 S, 75973 — 936.598.7348 
Lone Star Church — 75973
Lydia Missionary Baptist Church — 14998 FM 139, 75973 — 936.368.2462
Patroon Baptist Church — 310 FM 2261, 75973 — 936.275.2977
Shelbyville Methodist Church — 252 FM 417, 75973 — 936.598.7388
Smyna Church — 177 CR 2450, 75973 — 936.368.2457 
Toleda Bend Baptist Mission — 2543 FM 3172, 75973 — 936.368.7252

TENAHA:
Benford Chapel Baptist Church — 126 Martin Luther King Street, 75974 — 936.248.2916 
Bobo Church — 1411 CR 4648, 75974 
Bright Morning Star Baptist — RR 2, 75974 — 936.248.3002 
First Baptist Church — 200 S George Bowers Drive, 75974 — 936.248.3207
House of Prayer Church and Campground — 526 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.332.3087 
Iglesia Bautista El Olam — 2998 US 84, 75974 
Iglesia Bautista Monte Sinai — 200 Towneast Rd, 75974 — 936.248.3075 
Iglesia Nueva Esperanza — 8001 US 96, 75974 
International Missionary — 645 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.591.9112 
Old Center Baptist Church — 7086 FM 699, 75974 — 936.248.2796 
Old Home Church — 75974
Pleasant Hill Church — 2010 FM 2660, 75974 
Ramah Church — 75974 — 936.248.6432
St John Missionary Baptist Church — 102 Booker T. Washington Drive, 75974 — 
936.248.2999 
Tenaha United Methodist Church — US 84, 75974 — 936.248.2246 
Woods New Hope Baptist Church — 120 CR 425, 75974
Woods United Methodist Church — 75974

TIMPSON:
Buena Vista Missionary Baptist — 1943 FM 1645, 75975 — 936.254.3235
Clayton Temple Church of God — Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.9898 
Corinth Baptist Church — FM 1979, 75975 
Countryside Cowboy Church — 408 US 59, 75975 
County Line Baptist Church — RR 2 Box 97, 75975 — 903.898.2499 
East Texas Baptist Family Ministry — 75975 — 903.822.3474 
Epiphany Catholic Mission — 3072 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.9662 
First Christian Church — 811 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.3389 
Good Hope Baptist Church — 1813 FM 2667, 75975 — 936.254.9294 
Messiah Baptist Church — 459 Ross Graves Drive, 75975 — 936.254.3702 
Mount Olive Church — 75975 
Pleasant Grove Church — 1440 CR 1470, 75975 
Smith Chapel Baptist Church — 919 CR 4704, 75975 
Smyrna Baptist Church — 100 Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.3613 
Timpson First Assembly of God — 652 Houston Street, 75975 — 936.254.3178 
Timpson First Baptist Church— 715 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.2220           
Timpson First Methodist Church — 312 Austin Street, 75975 — 936.254.3428 
Timpson Missionary Baptist Church — 2142 US 59, 75975 — 903.692.0716 
Weaver Church — 75901 
Woodland Christian Church — 220 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.2894                                

SPONSORED BY

YOUR BUSINESS CAN SPONSOR THIS PAGE
REACH MORE THAN 16,000 READERS EACH MONTH
ONLY $300 PER MONTH FOR THIS SPACE

PHONE SHARON ROBERTS @
936.552.6758 FOR INFO
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