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The Garrison BBQ
Spot: Cooking Up 
Community
by Dr. Vi Alexander

		 As the owner and operator of a trucking company for many years, Tracy 
Cook has logged more highway miles than most people do in a lifetime. For 
years, he rolled across the country in a big rig chasing sunrises on twolane roads 
and backing into tight docks under buzzing lights. The cab was often his of-
fice, his kitchen, and sometimes his bedroom. He and his drivers could tell you 
which truck stops had the best showers, which stretches of highway to avoid at 
rush hour, and—most importantly—where to find a good plate of food. Tracy re-
marked, “Ask any longhaul driver what they’re really hunting for and you’ll hear 
the same thing, a solid Mexican joint or a barbeque spot where the ribs are fresh 
off the grill.” Tracy was no different. But, as good as those meals were, nothing 
ever quite matched his own backyard cooking.
		 Kristi Cook, Tracy’s wife, works right 
alongside him in all their projects. A regis-
tered nurse who works full time in Nacog-
doches, she still finds time to help run the 
family businesses—Lolli & Pop’s Liquor 
Beer and Wine in Garrison and, now, their 
new venture, a barbecue restaurant called 
The Garrison BBQ Spot. When Kristi and 
Tracy think back on the weekends they spent 
grilling in their backyard, they say that’s 
where it all began. Kristi loves to cook, and 
together they could always put a great meal 
on the table. Before long, their yard was full 
of lawn chairs and paper plates, and they 
realized people weren’t just coming for the 
food—they were staying for the company.
Two old boys would be out in the driveway arguing about high school football 
games from 30 years ago. Kids chased each other around the pecan tree. An older 
woman sat at the picnic table, talking with a young couple about their newborn. 
It felt a lot like the kind of community everyone said the town “used to have.” 

Over 100 Years of 
Family Service — 
O.T. Allen & Son 
Funeral Home
by Dr. Vi Alexander

		 Life for a teenager in Alto, Texas in the 1920s was shaped by long days of 
farm work, church on Sundays, and a small but lively main street where the mod-
ern world was only just beginning to show itself. Most families in and around 
Alto depended on agriculture—especially cotton and some cattle—so young 
people split their time among school, chores in the fields or garden, caring for 
younger siblings, and picking up odd jobs in town to help make ends meet.	
		 For a teenager named Orion Thomas Allen, one of those odd jobs changed 
everything. He went to work as a funeral assistant, working closely with the town 
mortician. That quiet job in a small East Texas funeral home became the starting 
point for a family calling that would shape the future for generations.
		 In Orion’s early years at the fu-
neral home, he learned lessons about 
life and death that no classroom could 
teach. He saw that this was the place 
where people came to say goodbye, to 
lay down their grief for a moment in a 
room made as gentle as possible. His 
tasks were simple—sweeping floors, 
polishing wood, washing the car, car-
rying flowers, doing whatever he was 
told—but the purpose behind them 
ran deeper. He was taught that his real 
job was to make sure nothing in that 
building added to a family’s burden; 
no squeaking chairs, no crooked pic-
tures, no dust on the floorboards. Grief, he came to understand, was heavy enough 
on its own.

Tracy and Kristi Cook
Clyde Partin Monument Office Manager 
Cheri Williams and Owner O. T. Allen 
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GARRISON BBQ
That’s when a quiet thought settled in: if a backyard could feel like this, what 
could a restaurant do?

         	The idea for a barbecue place didn’t 
come from a business plan—it came from 
Saturday afternoons. On their days off, Kristi 
and Tracy spent their time with Tracy at the 
backyard grill and Kristi preparing all the 
sides. Friends and family kept telling him, 
“Y’all ought to sell this,” he said with a 
laugh. “My wife, Kristi, and I thought they 
were just being nice, but after a while, we 
started to wonder.” Then, that old building on 
the square went up for sale again. “We kept 
thinking,” Tracy said, “if truck drivers like 
me will hunt down a good barbecue joint in 

some town they can’t even spell, surely folks here in Garrison would come to one 
they can walk to.”
		 From the day they first smoked a few ribs for the family in the backyard to 
the day they hung an “Open” sign on the square, their lives have been measured 
in grill marks and good company. In that little spot on the square, with stories at 
every table and dominoes waiting to be shuffled, a couple with a grill did more 
than open a restaurant—they gave their neighbors a place to gather and reminded 
them they belonged to each other. The Garrison BBQ Spot menu stays rooted in 
Texas and is kept simple on purpose, including but not limited to:

•	 Smoked brisket 
•	 Pork ribs 
•	 Half chickens
•	 3 different sausages
•	 Pulled pork sandwiches 
•	 Loaded baked potatoes
•	 Kristi’s homemade potato salad, mac and cheese, and banana pudding. 
•	 Other sides: salad, pinto beans, coleslaw.
•	 Other homemade desserts: Buttermilk Pie, Millionaire Pie, cobblers
	 (Pecan and Blueberry)
•	 Local grown beef from Barton farm, Garrison, Texas.
•	 Homemade BBQ sauce.

	 Whether you’re just passing through or 
you call East Texas home, you’re invited to 
pull up a chair at the restaurant. Kristi, Tracy, 
their son Triston and daughter-in-law Caitlin, 
and Kristi’s mother, Elizabeth Curbow, are 
there to welcome you. Come, enjoy a plate 
of slowsmoked barbeque, linger over good 
company, and let the pace of life ease up for a 
while. And if you’re here on a Thursday night, 
don’t be surprised if you’re asked to stay and 
play a round of dominoes or sit in on a game 
of 42—there’s always room at the table.

Hours of Operation:
Thursday-Saturday 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM
(Thursday 6:00 PM - Dominos/42)

The Garrison BBQ Spot
Owners: Tracy and Kristi Cook
120 Hwy 59S
Garrison, TX  75946
(936) 279-8007

84th Annual
 Fairview Cemetery 

Homecoming
6296 State Hwy 21 East

Nacogdoches

Sunday, June 7, 2026
  Program will begin at 10:45 a.m.

followed by dinner on the grounds

Guest Speaker
Honorable Judge Ed Klein

Retired Judicial District 420 Judge

Special Music by
ONE Achord Quartet

from the Singers of the Heart of the Pines Chorus

For Information: 
Call Stan Sisco at 936.615.2258

NORTH FOREST
PUTTING COURSE

May Hours
Friday evening 6:00-10:00 pm
Saturday  2:00-10:00 pm
Sunday  2:00 10:00 pm  

3507 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
936.564.6525

The Garrison BBQ Spot

Tracy, Kristi, Elizabeth Curbow, 
Triston Cook, Caitlin Cook

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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FUNERAL HOME
		 In the 1930s, Orion stepped from employee to owner, purchasing the Alto 
funeral home and turning it into a true family enterprise. He worked side by side 
with his son, Dickie Allen, and later his grandson, Cody Allen quietly building a 
legacy of service that stretched across generations. In 1976, the family took the 
next bold step and expanded their care to neighboring Cushing, Texas, by pur-
chasing the funeral home there, extending its commitment to smalltown families 
even farther across East Texas. Orion Thomas Allen’s grandson and namesake, 
Oran Thomas (O. T.) Allen, has now taken the reins of the family business, carry-
ing forward the values handed down through his great-grandfather, grandfather, 
and father. He leads with the same commitment to service, integrity, and compas-
sion that has defined the Allen name for generations.
		 To further advance their offerings within the field of funeral services, O.T. 
Allen & Sons Funeral Home acquired Clyde Partin Monument Company in 
Cushing, Texas, a smalltown monument firm long known for its finely crafted 
granite and bronze memorials. After more than nine decades in operation, the 
Clyde Partin Monument Company’s story is quite literally written in stone across 
East Texas cemeteries. Early handcut markers stand beside newer, more elabo-
rate designs, together tracing the lives of families, churches, and communities in 
and around Cushing. For many local residents, “Clyde Partin” meant more than a 
business name; it is tied to the way their loved ones are remembered, making its 
history a quiet but enduring thread in East Texas life. Today, the monument com-
pany is under new management but continues to serve as a regional hub where 
families from across the region can choose headstones, markers, and custom en-
graving to honor their loved ones in a lasting, deeply personal way. 
		 Based in Alto and Cushing, O.T. Allen & Son Funeral Home and Dickie 
Allen Funeral Home quietly serve a wide stretch of East Texas, reaching fami-
lies in communities like Henderson, Nacogdoches, Lufkin, Palestine, Athens, 
Longview, Tyler, and many smaller towns in between. Together, O.T. Allen & 
Son in Alto and Dickie Allen in Cushing offer the full span of funeral and me-
morial options: traditional services with visitation, chapel or church funerals, 
graveside ceremonies, and direct burials. They also provide a range of cremation 
options, from simple, quiet arrangements to larger memorial gatherings where 
friends and family can share memories, tell stories, and honor the life of the one 
who has died. 
		 Families who share their experiences often speak of attentive staff, careful 
handling of every detail, and a genuine willingness to shape each service around 
a person’s life story and faith. In closeknit communities where word travels fast 
and reputations are earned over time, that kind of personal care has kept the Allen 
name a trusted choice in times of loss. 

O.T. Allen and Son Funeral Home
649 E. San Antonio Street
Alto, TX  75925
936 858-4111
contactallenfh@gmail.com
www.allenfuneralservice.com

Dickie Allen Funeral Home
989 7th Street
Cushing, TX 75760
936 326-4531
contactallenfh@gmail.com

Clyde Partin Monument Co.
869 Cypress Ave.
Cushing, TX  75760
936 326-4766
info@partinmonument.com
www.partinmonument.com
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Texas Blueberry
Festival Adds 
Cool New Event: 
Texas Folklife 
Blueberry Jam
Sponsored by 
Motorhomes of 
Texas 
	 The 36th Texas Blueberry Festival presented by Tipton Ford is turning up the 
music and cooling things down with an exciting new addition, the Texas Folklife 
Blueberry Jam sponsored by Motorhomes of Texas. This new attraction will be 
one of many blueberry-delicious events happening on the second Saturday in 
June in downtown Nacogdoches.
 	 Festival goers are invited to step inside the comfort of air-conditioned Mast 
Hall in the 300 block on E. Main St. on Saturday, June 13, for an afternoon filled 
with live entertainment, culture and blueberry-season fun. The Blueberry Jam 
will feature a lively lineup of performers showcasing the sounds and traditions 
that make Texas unique.
 	 Running throughout the afternoon until 4 p.m., this indoor blueberry jam of-
fers the perfect place to relax, cool off and enjoy entertainment while still being 
part of the excitement of the Texas Blueberry Festival. Adding even more sweet 
incentives, Ferrara’s Berry Sweet Shoppe will remain open throughout the after-
noon inside Mast Hall, giving guests the opportunity to enjoy blueberry treats, 
specialty sweets and festival favorites while relaxing and taking in the enter-
tainment.
 	 The Blueberry Jam adds a fresh new layer to the festival, and it is free to at-
tend and open to all festival guests. Make plans to stop by Mast Hall in historic 
downtown Nacogdoches on June 13 and enjoy this NEW festival event.
 	 Other events of The Chamber’s 36th Annual Texas Blueberry Festival 
presented by Tipton Ford –
 
	 Friday, June 12:
Blueberry Festival of Quilts, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Fredonia Hill Baptist Church. 
(Also open Saturday, June 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Critter Costume Contest at Fredonia Brewery, 6 p.m.
 
	 Saturday, June 13:
Running of the Blueberries 5K, 10K, 1 mile 
Blueberry Pancake Breakfast
Farm-fresh Blueberries for Sale
Blueberry Farm Tour, Pick Your Own!
Kids Splish Splash and Bounce Park

Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

Cookin’ Up the Blues cooking demonstrations
Blueberry Cupcake Battle
Blue Washer Board Pitching Contest
Main Street Shopping, Merchants and Vendors
Pie Eating Contests
42 Tourney
Pickleball Demonstrations
US Army Swearing In Ceremony
Live Stage Entertainment
 
	 Bonus: The Blueberry Bluegrass Concert in Festival Park is back on Fri-
day, June 12 starting at 7 p.m.
 
	 For more information about the tastiest festival in Texas including details 
about individual events, visit www.TexasBlueberryFestival.com.

Day Care & Overnight CareDay Care & Overnight Care
for dogs, cats and all your pets!for dogs, cats and all your pets!

Day Care • Overnight Accommodations 
Indoor & Outdoor Runs • Grooming • Baths & 
Brushouts • Nail Trimming • Meals & Treats

512 CR 217 | Nacogdoches, TX
936-560-3643 | www.martinkennel.com | stay@martinkennel.com

NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION: CENTER, TX • 148 COUNTY RD. 3734 • 936-244-1930

Martin Kennel &Grooming

Family Owned 
& Operated

Limited spots available 
for dog training

$5 Off any Service
with this coupon

Center or Nacogdoches!
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Charles Pool Real 
Estate Welcomes 
Faith Fleeman to 
the Team
	 Charles Pool Real Estate is proud to an-
nounce Faith Fleeman as the newest member 
of Nacogdoches’ largest team of licensed bro-
kers.
	 Faith Fleeman moved to Nacogdoches in 
2024 with her fiancé. She was born and raised 
in South Texas, spending her early years on a 
ranch in Goliad before moving to the outskirts 
of Houston for high school. She attended Tex-
as A&M University, majoring in Agricultural 
Leadership and Development and minoring in 
Urban Planning. 
	 “Nacogdoches has truly become home for 
me,” she said. “I’m excited to step into real 
estate and help people find a place to call their own. Being part of such a special 
milestone is something I’m incredibly grateful for.”
	 CPRE has a special milestone of its own in 2026. They are celebrating 50 
years in business and are inviting the community to join them for a special an-
niversary party from 5 to 7 pm, Tuesday, May 5, at their office at 3505 North 
St. While they’re honoring their past, they’re also looking toward the future and 
making plans for the next 50 years. In addition to adding Faith to the team, they 
recently created CPRE Farm & Ranch and are working on expanding into rental 
property management.
	 “It’s an exciting time for us here at CPRE, and Faith is proving to be a natural 
fit for us,” Colton Pool, CPRE Realtor®, said. “She brings a lot to the table, as far 
as her attitude and her energy, and we are looking forward to working alongside 
her. She’s going to be a great addition to the team and to our community.”
	 Established in 1976, Charles Pool Real Estate proudly boasts more licensed 
brokers and more multi-million-dollar producers than any other company in 
Nacogdoches. CPRE agents complete hundreds of successful real estate trans-
actions each year, and CPRE has consistently ranked one of Nacogdoches’ top 
companies in residential listings and sales.
	 For more information, visit cpre.com. 

MIKE PERRYMIKE PERRY
MOTOR COMPANYMOTOR COMPANY

3828 South Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

936.564.7353
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm, Sat 7:30am-12pm, Closed Sunday

Chrysler • Dodge
 Jeep • Ram • Fiat

Come check out our HUGE 
inventory and great deals!

May is May is 
Jeep Month at 
Jeep Month at 

Mike Perry Motors
Mike Perry Motors!!
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Christian Women’s 
Job Corps
	 Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) is a 
501(C)3 nonprofit organization.  As a Christian or-
ganization, we seek to encourage, hold accountable, 
and offer opportunities to women who need a hand 
up, not a handout. Students are encouraged to be 
their best. Students are taught how to make or update 
their resumés, apply for jobs and are shown how to 
meet potential employers, and how to be successful 
in job interviews. Some students have been out of 
school for a few years, while others have been out of 
school for many years. CWJC also now offers a High School Equivalency (GED) 
program. There are seats available, however, the fastest way to get into the GED 
program is by also enrolling in our CWJC job readiness program. We encour-
age you to think about applying to become a student at CWJC. Not only do we 
offer a nine-week course in Bible Study, Financial Responsibility, Boundaries, 
Job Training, and Computer Skills, but we offer real life experiences including 
visiting employers/agencies, participating in a private job fair just for our clients, 
and learn practical skills to keep a job. CWJC also helps students find appropri-
ate interview clothes. In addition, each student receives a mentor. CWJC wants 
to see students become successful.  This is accomplished by offering students a 
variety of opportunities to grow, improve personal skills, and gain a firm founda-
tion from which to launch themselves into a successful new life. To accomplish 
this for students, CWJC needs volunteers and mentors to give an hour or two per 
week while classes are in session. If you have time and would like to give back 
to our community, we may be the organization for you. Feel free to check us out 
on Facebook and Instagram at CWJCNAC, or contact us at 936-564-2952 for 
more information. We also host tours on our campus and can even speak to 
organizations or groups. Support
local!

SPECIALIZING IN

House Windows • House Repairs
Tractor Glass • House Painting

Pressure Washing
Remodeling
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Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available
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628 NE Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

936.556.1279

GENERAL STORE 
OPEN

Thurs-Sat 10am-5pm
Come see the unique merchandise 

in our lil small town store.
We have dry mixes of  all kinds 
(cobblers, biscuits, dips etc.)

Many different flavored infused 
honey, cookies, unique farm and 

ranch décor.

If  you are looking for unique gifts 
this is a great place just for that!

Our Mkt will also be selling
• HB Meat • Seasonings of  ALL kinds

• Fish • Crab • Oysters • Shrimp
• Gator • Boudin •Sausage

Anything you can get cooked at our 
Restaurant you can get uncooked here!

“LASSO THE BEST 
DEALS IN TOWN”

Our Western themed event center is 
now open for rentals of  all kinds!

• Birthday and Anniversary Parties
• Bridal and Baby Showers

• Business and school events

Call Kayleen 936.556.1279 for info.
Now Open for Bookings 

Seven Days a Week!

Tell us you saw our ad in the 
newspaper and get 10% Off  merchandise!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri 10:30am - 9pm   

Sat-Sun 11am - 9pm

3322 Center Road
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

936.205.4111 or 
936.305.4189

Weekly Specials:
Monday - $5 Burgers/$6 Cheeseburgers
Tuesday - $5 Pork Chop sandwiches,   

$5 Chicken Sandwiches
Wednesday - $5 Chicken Fried Steak 

Sandwiches
Thursday - Free Tea (sweet/unsweet)

with purchase of a basket 
(seafood excluded)

Friday - $10.99 Boiled Shrimp plate
 $12.99 Fried Shrimp plate

Saturday - $10.99 Cajun Pasta
Sunday - $13.99 lb Boiled Shrimp

 Dine in or take out.
Prefer to order online? 
We’ve got you covered.
clawdaddysnac.com

DoorDash, Grubhub and Uber Eats 
also available!

It’s crawfish season
and we have it all!

Live Crawfish
Snow Crab

Dungeness Crab
Shrimp

We have all the 
seasonings too!!

We are boiling every day from 
11am-9pm! See y’all soon!! 
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Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Medicare Insurance 
gotten too 
expensive?

Let’s Talk!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

FOUNDATION SPECIALIST 

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
-Slab, Pier-&-Beam

-Foam Injection
-Rotting Floor Replacement

Call James For Your FREE Estimate
936.238.5604 or 1.800.201.7149

www.ritewayfoundation.com

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Serving
East Texas
Since 1976

Come see me at

Deadra Stringer

$50 Referral Fee
Cause we want to see ya in a Kia!

Voted Best New Car 
 Salesperson in Lufkin
   2024 & 2025!

KIMBERLY EAKIN

936.639.5588
1705 S. First St.
Lufkin, TX 75901

936-414-8634
dstringer@eakinkialufkin.com

“Mention this ad and get 
an EXTRA Discount off 
a new or pre-owned 
vehicle!!”

Home of the Lifetime 
Powertrain Warranty

Mailing Address: 1830 F.M. 698 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964
Shipping Address: 2704 Woden Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Phone: 936-560-9486 • Cell: 936-558-8841
Email: stonewoodworks@yahoo.com • http://www.stoneworksllc.com
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ATTENTION SHOPPERS! 

Save the date for the 18th annual EL CAMINO REAL 
SALE ON THE TRAIL, with miles of bargains & 

endless treasures. Two states, eight cities & 111 
miles to explore the El Camino Real de los Tejas trail 

finding yard sales, antiques, downtown sidewalk 
sales, art, farmers markets, garage sales, 

fundraisers, and flea markets. 
ALL in one weekend on Friday, May 1st and 
Saturday, May 2nd: “SALE ON THE TRAIL.” 

Downtown Alto is calling YOU. Let’s sell, sell, sell!

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

From Cincinnati 
to San Jacinto: 
The “Twin Sisters” 
Come to Texas
by Scott Sosebee, Contributing Writer
		
		 Scott Sosebee is a Professor of History at Stephen F. Austin State University and 
the Executive Director and Editor of the East Texas Historical Association.

		 For Texans, of course, there are two events that all residents of our state can 
identify and certainly describe—the two primary military events of the Texas 
Revolution: The Siege and subsequent Battle of the Alamo from February 23 
through March 6, and the following Battle of San Jacinto on April 21. These 
two fights, combated roughly 
six weeks apart and with decid-
edly different outcomes, have 
become key parts of how Texans 
identify themselves and form 
the core of what we know about 
the Texas Revolution. I have no 
doubt that of the two, and there 
are many reasons why this is, 
most folks recognize and know 
more about the military fight in 
San Antonio than they do the 
one that took place near Houston
on April 21, 1836. However, in
the grand scheme of historical im-
portance, it is San Jacinto that had
the greater effect and consequence.
After all, that is where Texas gained independence from Mexico and began a 
journey that made it part of the United States.
       There are many stories about San Jacinto that one can tell. One of the most
engaging, to me, is how the citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio—a place over a thousand 
miles from the battlefield that lies between Buffalo Bayou and the San Jacinto 
River—showed their support for and provided assistance to the Texian cause. It 
would be from that city on the Ohio River that two cannons, known as the “Twin 
Sisters,” came to Texas as a gift from the people of Cincinnati to the Texas Army 
to express their support for their revolt against Santa Anna and Mexico.
       Newspapers and politicians took great interest in the Texas Revolution when 
it began in October 1835. The Texian cause was the perfect representation of 
the emerging concept of “Manifest Destiny,” the expansionist philosophy that 
espoused a narrative that the United States was “destined” to spread its influence 
and ideas throughout certainly the Americas, and among many advocates, the 
world. Those outlets, however, were not the only organs responsible for spread-
ing the Texas cause. The Consultation Texian government authorized “agents” 
to travel to the United States to try to raise supplies, money, and even soldiers to 
help prosecute its war with the Mexican government. One of those was William 
Francis “Picayune” Smith (he was known as Francis Smith), a merchant from 
present-day Burleson County. Authorities gave him the task of traveling to Ohio 
to enlist such support. He arrived in Cincinnati in the middle of November, 1835 
and placed a notice in the Cincinnati Republican soliciting a meeting of the citi-
zens for the purpose of “raising funds to purchase a pair of field pieces to take to 
Texas.” 
		 The response was impressive, likely aided by the fact that David G. Burnet, 
an empresario and political leader who would eventually become the interim 
President of Texas, had lived in Cincinnati and his brother Isaac was the mayor 
and another brother, Jacob, a district judge. More than 200 Cincinnatians turned 
out for meetings on November 12 and 17, and in both sessions they adopted a 
resolution of not only support for the Revolution, but pledged funds to purchase 
two “hollow wares,” a euphemism required since the United States had officially 
declared neutrality in the war. The cannons, two “six-pounders” which refers to 
the weight of the balls they fired, were forged and manufactured at the Green-
wood and Webb foundry in the city and then shipped down the Mississippi to 
New Orleans, where they arrived on March 13, 1836. There, William Bryan, who 
was the official representative in the city for the new Republic of Texas, took 
possession of the weapons and placed them on a schooner bound for Galveston.
       The cannons were accompanied by Dr. Charles Rice and his family, who were 
moving to Texas. When the guns arrived in Galveston they were formally “pre-
sented” to Texas as a gift from the city of Cincinnati. Rice had two twin daugh-
ters, Elizabeth and Eleanor. When the cannons were “handed off” they were 
presented under the sponsorship of the two young women. Thus, they gained a 
moniker: the “Twin Sisters.” A carriage (wheels and casement) was constructed 
for the two, and they were prepared for delivery to Houston’s army, at that time 
retreating from Mexican forces west of Galveston. 

Photograph, the Twin Sisters Monument at the 
San Jacinto Monument and Museum. The can-
nons shown are replicas of the Twin Sisters given 
to the Texans by the citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and to this day have not been discovered. Image 
courtesy of Nick Juhasz Photography, 2007.

       The transfer of the Twin Sisters proved more difficult than most thought. 
First, Houston was moving so quickly on his march toward East Texas that it 
was problematic to actually locate him, and secondly, spring rains were causing 
movement along Texas’ poor roads tricky. They finally reached the army on April 
11, 1836, where they were placed with a thirty-man artillery corps under the com-
mand of Lt. Col. James Neill, who was the original commander of the Alamo. 
The Twin Sisters were fired in action the first time on April 20, the day before 
the Battle of San Jacinto began, during a small skirmish between Houston’s men 
and a Mexican army patrol. Neill was wounded in the exchange and thus George 
Hockley took over command of the corps. The two cannons then participated in 
the final battle the next day, firing grape shot at the Mexican forces from about 
two hundred yards. They provided particularly effective cover for the advancing 
cavalry under the command of Sidney Sherman.
       After the battle and Texas’ independence, the Twin Sisters were taken to 
Austin where they were stored. We know that they were fired on the fifth anniver-
sary of the Battle of San Jacinto in 1841, but following that their movement and 
actions were murky. When Texas was annexed by the U.S. in 1845 all military 
stores and weaponry were turned over the United States Army, and that included 
the Twin Sisters. They were moved to Baton Rouge where they remained until 
Texas seceded from the Union in 1861. After that, Texas sent word to Louisiana 
authorities requesting their return. They informed the Texans that the cannon had 
been sold to a foundry in Baton Rouge for scrap iron. 
       Luckily, they had not yet been melted down, although they were in poor 
condition. The Louisiana government paid to procure and refurbish them and 
they were shipped to Texas, appropriately arriving on April 20, 1861. They were 
used as part of the Confederate assault to take back Galveston from Union troops 
in January 1863. After that, what happened to the Twin Sisters is the subject of 
mystery, one of those “Texas Stories” waiting to be uncovered. 

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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Over 100 years 
and here to stay!

Serving all of East Texas including:
Nacogdoches – Angelina – Cherokee – Panola 

Rusk –  Anderson Counties
from our Original Location in Cushing.

We have consolidated our former Lufkin office with our 
original location in Cushing and will always be here 

to serve you.

We have customers from Houston, DFW and even farther 
away who trust us with their needs.

869 CYPRESS AVENUE (HWY 204) • CUSHING, TEXAS 75760

936.326.4766

Office Manager - Cheri Williams 
& Owner - O. T. Allen

Shop Foreman - Allen Pledger

It’s worth the drive to our 
small town for the best 
quality and lowest prices 
in the industry!
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by Savannah Lott

		  Millard’s Crossing proudly introduces 
our new Administrative Director and Cura-
tor, Savannah Lott. Savannah is a life-long 
resident of Nacogdoches and the daughter 
of Stephanie and Ronald Lott, DVM. She 
graduated from Martinsville High School, 
then Stephen F. Austin State University with 
a degree in Science of Food and Nutrition. 
Her professional experience includes ser-
vice with HCH Aviation and Britton Arrant 
Farmers Insurance Agency, where she built 
a strong foundation in community engage-
ment and operations.
		 Savannah’s connection to Millard’s 
Crossing runs deep. She fondly recalls child-
hood memories of attending Pioneer Camp 
and participating in seasonal Easter and Christmas events throughout the village. 
With a longstanding passion 
for history and preservation, she is honored to step into a leadership role at a 
place that has shaped so many of her earliest experiences.
		 Exciting plans are already underway for this year’s programming, including 
the beloved Ghosts of Millard’s Crossing and our annual Christmas celebrations, 
along with new opportunities designed to bring East Texas history to life in en-
gaging and memorable ways for visitors of all ages.
		 Mark your calendars for October 24 for our inaugural Pioneer Day Festival. 
Step back into the 1800s as you explore the historic village and enjoy hands-
on activities and lively competitions, including costume contests, pie-eating 
contests, cake walks, and classic country fair games. The General Store will be 
stocked with old-fashioned treats such as candy and popcorn, while vendors of-
fer food and refreshments throughout the day. Guests may even encounter a few 
familiar “visitors” from Texas history, including figures like Sam Houston and 
Thomas J. Rusk.
		 Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to preserving and interpreting the spirit, craftsmanship, and ingenuity 
of early East Texas settlement, while connecting present and future generations 
to those who came before.
	Because Millard’s Crossing receives no city, county, or state funding, we rely 
on the generosity of our community. Donations are essential to the continued 
preservation and educational mission of this historic site, helping ensure that the 
heritage of Nacogdoches remains alive for generations to come. 

Shreveport, LA
(318) 219-8335

Nacogdoches, TX
(936) 564-1534 baileybarkmaterials.com

Providing Quality Materials Since 1983
What began in 1983 as a small grinding operation has grown into 
one of the region’s largest and most respected suppliers of bark 
mulch, rock, sod and landscape materials. With primary locations 
in Texas and Louisiana, Bailey Bark Materials processes tons of 
timber by-products each day and delivers landscaping materials 
to customers near and far.

Wood Grinding Services

Mulch and Compost

Certified Playground Wood Chips

Crushed ConcreteCrushed Concrete Crushed LimestoneCrushed Limestone

Asphalt Millings

We Stock New & Used Homes 
from 1BR, 1 Bath to

the Big 32x80 4BR, 2½ Baths

Easy Financing Available!
In-House Insurance Agent

Delivery, AC & Heat, 
Skirting, Steps on 

HUD Homes

Several Tiny Houses in Stock!

Phone office: 409.224.7717
Milfordent23@gmail.com

8652 US Hwy 96N • Brookland, TX 75931

Drive a 
Little, 
Save a 

Lot!

Energy Star

Air B&B 2 BR Condo $45,900.
2024 Model with Porch, Set Up!

Lisa Milford
936-552-6752

Check us out on Facebook (Milford Enterprise), 
Like & Share Please

Your “Home” Girl
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WE
ARE
HERE

Sam
 Rayburn

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

FRIENDS OF 
MILLARD’S 
CROSSING

Amy Rushing / President  •  P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204
rushing2winders@gmail.com • www.winderstexas.com

2724 SE Stallings Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

“Win is in Our Name”
• Cleaners & Disinfectants • Carpet & Floor Care • Floor Mats

• Vacuums, Buffers, Scrubbers, Sweepers • Paper Products & Disposables
• Ware Washing & Laundry • Equipment Repair • Training

• and Much, Much More! 
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	Another Room
by Taylor Millard

		 The other day, which is my favorite generic expression of time, I read a line 
that influenced me in a good way. It said, we are only in two rooms in our lives 
where everyone loves us, the day we get married and the day of our funeral. Now, 
this assumes many things, but as a general rule, it is close. This was in my head 
when my daughter asked me when I 
was retiring. My response was a gen-
uine, I don’t know.
		 Retirement is a decision that in-
volves many factors for us all that are 
lucky enough to reach a certain age. 
Sometimes we are not given a choice 
and may “age out” of our job due to 
mandatory retirement policies. Oth-
ers may involve health related mat-
ters that prevent us from performing 
at the level required, but quite often 
it is the financial versus work misery 
index.
		 This is my own term but the
Boomers that are my friends reach a
point that they could keep working
but the workplace and the younger
generation, change the environment in
such a toxic way, that retiring is nec-
essary for their mental health. I am for-
tunate in that I am a partner in my company and ownership has a grand privilege. 
I want to keep working to add more value and I truly enjoy what I do, so no retir-
ing for me, for a while.
		 The reason my daughter asked me about retiring is if I wanted a party. I said 
a party would be fun but just not retiring, so I suggested a Roast. Gather all my 
friends in a room and they can get up and say the most vile things about me they 
want. So, we did. When asked to describe this event, I said, “It’s like when you 
go to a funeral, but this is what is said in hushed tones in the parking lot, before 
you go in the church.”
		 The Millard’s Crossing Rebellion barn, formerly my late father Rudy’s, feed 
mill, then flea market was filled with the people in my life. From kindergarten, 
high school, college, and throughout my career, they all came to see me skew-
ered, all in good fun. Conversations with old friends and people that have never 
met, but all had me in common. Friends traveled from New York City, Little 
Rock, Boulder, Baton Rouge, and across Texas. Attendance exceeded my great-
est expectations.
		 It was a fun night and in the end, I simply added another room to my life.

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh gener-
ation Texan and lives on the same family 
land dating back to the eighteen-thirties. 
He and his wife attend Old North Baptist 
Church that his great-great-grandmother 
assisted in founding in 1838.

Blueberry Festival of Quilts Returns in 2026

	 The men and women of the Nacogdoches Quilters Guild are 
proud to present the 2026 Blueberry Festival of Quilts on June 12 
and 13 at Fredonia Hill Baptist Church.  The judged show, which 
coincides with the Texas Blueberry Festival, will feature over 100 
beautiful quilts made by talented quilters of all skill levels.  They are 
some of the finest quilts you will ever see.  A new feature of the show 
this year is the Original Design category. The quilts in this new cat-
egory are judged on originality and artistic merit.
	 Besides the quilts exhibited, there will be door prizes, a silent 
auction, demonstrations, vendors, and a country store.  This year 
we have a beautiful quilt entitled “Blueberries and Cream” to raffle.  
The quilt is a collaborative effort of guildmembers and assembled by 
Lisa Fearing, quilting by Christi Curry.  This exquisite quilt is being 
raffled off to benefit local charities.  The beneficiaries of the raffle 
this year are Heart-
beat Pregnancy Cen-
ter and Love, INC.  
	 We hope you can 
attend.  Friday, June 
12, from 10am-6 
pm.  Saturday, June 
13, from 9 am-4pm.  
Fredonia Hill Baptist 
Church is located at 
1711 South Street in 
Nacogdoches.  Admis-
sion is $8.  For more 
information, contact 
Charlene Chumley 
(936) 615-1960.

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com
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Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

DON BLACK
FOR ANGELINA COUNTY ADVERTISING

709.505.4843

Blueberry Bluegrass 
Concert In The 
Park Returns To 
Festival Park
Beloved pre-festival tradition comes 
back to its roots on Friday, June 12th 
with a night of live bluegrass music 
ahead of the Texas Blueberry Festival

		 Visit Nacogdoches is thrilled to 
announce the return of the Blueberry 
Bluegrass Concert in the Park, the 
beloved musical tradition that kicks 
off Texas Blueberry Festival week-
end. After a brief hiatus and a few 
years of date and location changes, 
the concert is coming home — back 
to the night before the festival and 
back to Festival Park.
		 The free outdoor concert will 
take place on Friday, June 12th at Festival Park in Nacogdoches, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m., and will feature four outstanding bluegrass acts guaranteed to warm 
up the crowd for a full weekend of blueberry-fueled fun. The event is presented 
by premier sponsor Rex Perry Autoplex.
		 “We are so excited to bring the Blueberry Bluegrass Concert back to the 
night before the Texas Blueberry Festival, and back to Festival Park,” said Ash-
ley Morgan, Executive Director of Visit Nacogdoches. “This concert has always 
been a beloved part of the festival tradition, and we can’t wait to welcome ev-
eryone back for an unforgettable evening of live bluegrass under the East Texas 
sky.”

The evening’s lineup features:
		 Rose & The Bahia Boys
Hailing from Carthage, Texas, Rose & The Bahia Boys bring beautiful vocal 
harmonies and a lineup of talented banjo, dobro, mandolin, and guitar pickers 
for what can only be described as a foot-tapping, hand-clapping, hallelujah good 
time. 

		 The Grassburs
A dynamic bluegrass trio of three talented brothers, The Grassburs bring energy, 
harmony, and heart to every performance. Over the past four years, they’ve capti-
vated audiences across the country with their vibrant stage presence, rich sibling 
harmonies, and a genuine love for connecting with their listeners.

		 The Hunt Brothers Band
The Hunt Brothers Band blends the rich traditions of the genre with echoes of 
swing and country rock. Formed in May 2022, the band is the musical collabora-
tion of Oklahoma bluegrass veterans Andrew and Jonathan Hunt, award-winning 
guitarist Samuel Grounds, and mandolin virtuoso Scott Schmidt. 

		 The Little Roy and Lizzy Show
	 Closing out the evening are Lincoln 
County natives Little Roy and Lizzy, who 
formed The Little Roy and Lizzy Show in 
2009 and have since built a reputation as 
one of the most entertaining and high-en-
ergy bluegrass acts performing across the 
United States. Little Roy — whom Lizzy 
calls “one of the fastest pickers” — pri-
marily plays banjo but also takes on guitar 
and autoharp, while Lizzy sings and plays 
fiddle, banjo, and guitar. Together, they 
deliver a show that is as much fun as it is 
musically impressive, with Little Roy’s sig-

nature comedic antics — and his iconic red 
suspenders — keeping audiences laughing 
all night long.

		 The Blueberry Bluegrass Concert in the 
Park is free, family-friendly, and pet-friend-
ly. The fun kicks off at 7:00 p.m. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs and 
blankets, but please leave coolers at home. 

The evening will also feature food trucks, vendors, and activities for kids, mak-
ing it a perfect night out for the whole family.
		 A free shuttle service will be available to help concertgoers get to and from 
the venue with ease. Additional shuttle details will be announced closer to the 
event.
		 The concert serves as the official kickoff to the Texas Blueberry Festival, one 
of Nacogdoches’ most beloved annual traditions, taking place the following day 
on Saturday, June 13th.
		 For more information about the Blueberry Bluegrass Concert in the Park 
and the Texas Blueberry Festival, visit visitnacogdoches.org/blueberry or follow 
Visit Nacogdoches on social media.

About Visit Nacogdoches
		 Visit Nacogdoches is the destination marketing organization for Nacogdoches, Tex-
as — America’s Oldest Town. Dedicated to promoting tourism and showcasing the unique 
culture, history, and events of the Nacogdoches area, Visit Nacogdoches serves as the 
premier resource for visitors and locals alike.
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Garden Capital 
Hosting Tour of 
Home Gardens
	 NACOGDOCHES - The Garden Capital of Texas will showcase some of its 
most beautifully landscaped gardens during the Tour of Home Gardens, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 16 and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 17.
	 Tickets are $25 and can be purchased at participating gardens on the day of 
the event, online at texasgardencapital.org, or in advance at the Charles Bright 
Visitor Center, 200 E. Main St.; Charles Pool Real Estate, 3505 North St.; Pem-
berley’s at The Jones House, 141 N. Church St.; The Plant Shed, 3123 Appleby 
Sand Rd.; Laine’s Hallmark, 3205 N. University Dr.; Cook’s Nursery, 3535 Hwy 
21 W.; and The Fredonia Hotel Gift Shop, 200 N. Fredonia St. Tickets can be 
purchased with cash or check, and this is a rain-or-shine event.
	 This annual event is organized by the Garden Capital of Texas Committee to 
highlight the work of some of Nacogdoches’ most dedicated gardeners.
	 This year’s tour features six private residences and the Old University Build-
ing. Local Master Gardeners and members of the Pines, Flora and Four Seasons 
Garden Clubs will serve as docents for the garden tours.

ABOUT THE GARDENS
Judi and Jeff Kruwell, 2900 Colonial Dr.
	 The front garden of 
this home includes an es-
tablished, traditional front 
lawn featuring towering 
pine trees, azaleas, cam-
elias and Japanese maples. 
An iron fence separates 
the front and back yards. 
The backyard has been re-
cently re-envisioned to in-
clude a swimming pool, a 
tiered retaining wall with a 
planter ledge, and a cabana 
designed for outdoor entertaining. The backyard landscaping remains an ongoing 
project that is enhanced each year to improve the plantings and features.  

Casa Colina, 275 Harris St.
	 The Spanish gardens at Casa Colina 
feature a brick patio and the property is 
planted with wonderful varieties of cac-
tus, roses, perennials and vines. The large 
Spanish three-tiered fountain and koi 
pond highlight the details put into the gar-
dens over the years.

Kristen and Shannon Conklin, 3516 
Churchill Dr.

	 Framed by an abun-
dance of azaleas and grace-
ful oak trees, this traditional 
home is defined by clean, 
layered lines. The property 
was recently enhanced with 
the addition of a pool house, 
thoughtfully integrating turf 
grass, Peggy Martin roses, 
raised garden beds, and lush 
hydrangeas. The Conklin’s 
continually refined vision is to create a resort-style pool setting designed for ef-
fortless entertaining and memorable gatherings with family and friends.

Jackie and Jeff Badders, 1974 CR 104
	 The gardens of Jeff 
and Jackie Badders’ OBar 
Ranch have been a work in 
progress for fourteen years, 
and the landscaping is in 
continuous expansion.  A 
flagstone walkway behind 
the pool was recently add-
ed for a grand passage to 
a wedding that took place 
in the back pasture. Ev-
erywhere you look, roses 
dominate the landscape.  

Worked into the 10 acres of landscaping is a hardscaped vegetable garden, which 
also features herbs, berries and, of course, roses!

The Old University Building, 515 N. Mound St.
	 The Old University Building was built in 1859, and there is no information 
about the landscaping at that time. So, in 1988 when Jeff Abt designed the court-
yard in front of the building, he used the Greek Revival style of the building as 
his inspiration. This is a formal style where symmetry is paramount. The two 
front planting beds are triangular shaped, each with one curved side and placed 
so they mirror each other. The other large planting bed reflects these shapes. Each 
bed is edged with brick matching the brick of the building.

Dwayne Yeager, 3330 Windsor Dr.
	 Located in a neighbor-
hood filled with old-growth 
oak trees, the Yeager gar-
den, Ray of Hope, features 
ferns and flowers that bring 
peace to the many outdoor 
contemplative areas. The 
dappled shaded spaces are 
filled with anchoring ever-
greens, and perennials and 
annuals surround garden 
statues and seating.

Barbara and Bill Gandy, 
725 Crooked Creek  
	 This Georgian home 
features formal and infor-
mal landscaping. The back-
yard has brick planter boxes 
filled with azaleas and bed-
ding plants, and Japanese 
maples are spread across 
the yard. There is a large 
patio area with a beautiful swimming pool surrounded by landscaping and bed-
ding plants.

SPONSORS
	 Wendy Buchanan Wealth Management and Eaton are Presenting Sponsors 
for this year’s Tour of Homes. Gold Sponsors are Citizens 1st Bank and Cataract, 
Glaucoma & Retina Consultants of East Texas. Silver sponsors are Community 
Title, Huntington Bank, Landworks Landscapes, Charles Pool Real Estate, Na-
cogdoches Heritage Title, McWilliams Heating and Air Conditioning, The Fredo-
nia Hotel, Commercial Bank of Texas, Well Body Solutions and Pemberly’s at 
The Jones House.
	 The money raised by the tour helps fund the Garden Capital committee’s 
planting efforts. The Garden Capital Committee has worked with its partners, in-
cluding the City of Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches Parks and Recreation, the Parks 
Advocacy League, Keep Nac Beautiful, SFA Gardens and local garden clubs, to 
plant more than 2,000 trees in recent years.
	 For more information about the Garden Capital Tour of Home Gardens, go 
to visit texasgardencapital.org., contact the Garden Capital of Texas Committee 
at Keep Nacogdoches Beautiful, 936-560-5624, Visit Nacogdoches at 936-564 
7351 or by email at info@keepnacbeautiful.org. The mission of the Nacogdoches 
Garden Capital of Texas Committee is to educate, engage and inspire Nacog-
doches area citizens to become involved in beautifying their community green 
spaces. The Nacogdoches Garden Capital Committee is a part of Keep Nacogdo-
ches Beautiful.

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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KERRY VAUGHT AGENCY

We know a thing or two, 
Because we’ve seen a thing or two!

Auto, Home, Life, Commercial, Watercraft, ATV, and more!

Kerry Vaught
2710 North St

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Office: (936) 569-6156

kvaught@farmersagent.com

JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION 2026

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026
9AM PARADE LINE UP WILL BEGIN 

AT TJR ELEMENTARY

***PARADE PARTICIPANTS ONLY***
••PLEASE ENTER AT NORTH ST & MIMS ST. FOR LINEUP**

10AM PARADE THROUGH DOWNTOWN NACOGDOCHES
12PM JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL @ FESTIVAL PLAZA PARK

DOWNTOWN
COME JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR RICH HERITAGE WITH 

FOOR, FESTIVITIES, AND FUN!!!
ENTRIES ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE PARADE & VENDORS!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
CELENA GARRETT 936-615-2797-CGARRETT@TCCAINC.ORG

TERRENCE REEVES-936-371-2144-TERRENCEREEVES@HOTMAIL.COM

QUEEN HANDY-ddcqol@yahoo.com

PROGRESSIVE  LEADERSHIP  GROUP 
“JUNETEENTH  COMMITTEE 2026” 

1300 West Main Street 
Nacogdoches, TX 75964 

We thank you in advance for your Help and Support! 
 
Progressive Leadership Group in collaboration with The E J Campbell 
Alumni Association is hosting a community wide inclusive Juneteenth 
Celebration in Nacogdoches Saturday, June 20, 2026 at Festival Park in 
Nacogdoches, Texas. The event has been successful from 2008-2025. We 
are so excited about providing this event. We need your help and support 
to make this event bigger, better, and more exciting in 2026!  
 
The purpose of this celebration is to bring the Nacogdoches community 
together to commemorate the abolition of slavery in Texas executed on 
June 19th, 1865.  This day of celebration emphasizes education achieve-
ments with guest speakers, games for all ages, reading of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, as well as numerous other activities.  There will be free food 
and drinks/water served free of charge for all that attend!   
 
A parade downtown Nacogdoches will open the Juneteenth Celebration 
beginning at 10am.  Tents, booths, portables and vendor games will be set 
up to accommodate the participants beginning at 8am.  The event is held as 
a community wide free event. We hope to provide a safe and secure envi-
ronment that encourages all community members to attend. We encourage 
Nacogdoches area business owners/organizations to become involved by 
participating in the parade by entering decorated trucks, floats, vans, cars, 
or buses with your organization or business identification. 
 
It is our desired wish that you help and support our efforts by making a do-
nation in any amount. Your donation is tax deductible. Please make checks 
payable to Progressive Leadership Group and mail to the address above or 
contact Celena Garrett for payment arrangements!   

 LEVELS OF SPONSORSHIP 
$501.00 & Up=Platinum 
$301.00-$500.00=Gold    
$201.00-$300.00=Silver    

$200.00 & Under=Bronze 

Sincerely, 

Celena Garrett, President
Progressive Leadership Group
 (936)615-2797
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CAMP  TONKAWa  4675 CR 153 - 936.564.8888
RV & tent camping • swimming and bath houses 

• picnic tables • washers & dryers for campers’ use 

2502 NW Stallings Drive - 936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden equipment sales and service since 
1958. Largest selection of Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

BUY HERE - SERVICED HERE!Life Repeats Itself 
by Robert McCandless

	 It was 1965 when we took off one Saturday night in Hugo’s 36 Ford 4-door 
sedan, complete with running boards. The best any of us could devise as to the 
reason for the slim step along the rocker panel below the doors was for gangsters 
to hang off of as they fired their Tommy guns against rival groups.
	 Our usual practice of taking our shirts off and rolling up the windshield on 
winter nights to play freeze-out was thwarted being it was summer. After cruising 
through the Dairy Queen against the newly posted “No Cruising” laws, we de-
cided to drive out a dirt road, known for “necking” and see if we could interrupt 
or prevent an unexpected birth when someone said “Let’s play gangster.”
	 With no one “necking” to bother, Hugo pulled to a stop and we all jumped 
out of the old Ford to find spots along the running boards where we could hold on 
to a doorpost or something, we deemed, secure. Terry and Chuck took starboard 
and Jim and I took port. Our holds on to the car window became tighter as Hugo 
took off down the winding road at a pace which seemed exciting, outrunning the 
dust we were creating. The old Ford gave way and leaned dangerously as we held 
on into the turns.
	 The laughing ended as Hugo overcompensated in a blind left turn curve just 
before a culvert. Seeing he was about to smash into the concrete, he judiciously 
aimed the car into the arroyo it traversed. Nose first, the 3,000 pound piece of 
steel took a dive into the dry depression, slinging everyone’s bodies except Hu-
go’s, in different directions.
	 Jim saw it coming and jumped off just in time to stay on his feet, running 
down the dirt road we had all just exited. Chuck and I, on opposite sides, had 
chosen spots holding on to the secure window posts and although we were sepa-
rated from the vehicle, we didn’t land far from the now defunct Ford that would 
no longer be our means of transportation.
	 We all quickly checked on one another as Hugo climbed out of the drivers 
seat. A head count revealed someone was missing. As we stood looking at one 
another with blank faces, we heard a voice making nonsensical sounds from what 
seemed like a distant hole somewhere.
	 “Aye, aaah, ouch,” and finally “Help.”
	 Searching in the dark, we finally located Terry. He had not been able to hold 
on and was some twenty or so feet ahead of and below the car, tangled in vines 
and stickers. Chuck and Jim crawled down into the arroyo and gave him as-
sistance climbing out. Nothing was broken or sprained but he was covered with 
debris and bloody scratches from his contact with nature.
	 It was obvious we were not going to get the wreck out of the situation so the 
long walk home began, the group dwindling along the way as each took different 
routes to their homes.
	 It seems we may have started a fad, or not, as I scroll Facebook to find kids 
blocking off streets and “drifting.” Drifting is the skill where a driver intention-
ally oversteers, causing the rear wheels to lose traction while maintaining control 
through a corner or turn. Just as skill was lacking in our endeavor, there seems 
to be a lack of it now as teens take over vacant intersections to perform the stunt. 
Today’s amateurs have added another unskilled practice to the event by standing 
in the way of the cars as they make circles giving them a chance to get hit and roll 
over the trunk. The stunt has not gained the finesse needed to prevent mistakes 
and injury, so in order to make it even more fun for the kids and profitable for 
the medical professionals, some have decided it, sort of like us, would be cool to 
hang on to the vehicle.
	 Problem is there are no running boards, so just hanging as far as they can out 
the window or even straddling the opening with one leg out of the car makes for 
more fun…till something is hit, slinging them from the car or catching their ap-
pendages between the vehicle and some unmovable object.
	 Who would have believed our thoughtless actions would become popular 
sixty years later. They say “Nothing is new and all that is old will be new if one 
waits long enough.”
	 I just pray bell bottoms and platform shoes don’t come back.

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS
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 	 Nacogdoches Historic Sites invites the community to celebrate National 
Preservation Month this May with a series of engaging programs focused on lo-
cal history, preservation practices, 
and community storytelling.
	 All programs will be held 
at the historic Zion Hill Baptist 
Church (324 N. Lanana St.), of-
fering opportunities for residents 
to connect with the people, places, 
and projects that shape Nacogdo-
ches’ historic landscape.
	 A highlight of the month is 
the Lunch Hour Learn Series, held 
each Tuesday at 12:15 PM. Community members are encouraged to bring their 
lunch and enjoy informative presentations from preservation professionals and 
local experts. Light refreshments, including water and cookies, will be provided.
	 Featured programs in the series include Dr. Perky Beisel with the Nacog-
doches County Historical Commission, who will provide a live demonstration 
on the proper methods for restoring Texas Historical Markers, and Mr. Dennis 
White, who recently completed the restoration of the historic Hazle-White Build-
ing and will share insights into the preservation process, including the challenges 
and successes experienced throughout the project. The series will also include a 
special presentation by Jessica Sowell, City of Nacogdoches Community Servic-
es Director and Historic Preservation Officer, who will share information about 
Nacogdoches’ historic districts and available preservation grants and resources.
	 “These programs are designed to make preservation accessible and engaging 
for everyone,” said Veronica Amoe, Historic Sites Manager. “We invite the com-

Nacogdoches Historic 
Sites Celebrates 
Preservation Month 
with Community 
Programs at Zion Hill

munity to learn how we can all play a role in preserving the history that makes 
Nacogdoches unique.”
	 Preservation Month programming will conclude with a special Memorial 
Day weekend event:
		  Memorial Day Memories: Zion Hill Neighborhood Preservation
		  Saturday, May 23 | 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
		  Zion Hill Historic Site, 324 N. Lanana St.
	 Presented by the African American Heritage Project, this program will cel-
ebrate the memories and legacy of the Zion Hill neighborhood while exploring 
ways to preserve its history for future generations. The event will feature Paul 
Jackson and Lasha Williams of the African American Heritage Project, Kyle Ain-
sworth with the East Texas Research Center, and Archie Rison, author and histo-
rian.
	 Light refreshments will be served, and attendees will have the opportunity to 
tour Zion Hill Baptist Church and the Clay House.
	 All Preservation Month programs are free and open to the public. For more 
information, call or text 936-560-4441 or email historicsites@nactx.us
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	 This spring, the Nacogdoches Historic Sites team has been hard at 
work advancing key restoration projects across our sites. At the Durst-
Taylor House, the historic front porch has been carefully restored, pre-
serving a space that has welcomed visitors for generations. At Zion Hill, 
repairs to the historic beadboard ceilings are helping maintain the integ-
rity and beauty of the structure, while interior projects are underway at 
the Sterne-Hoya House to support its continued preservation and use. We 
were also grateful to welcome students from Stephen F. Austin State Uni-
versity’s Big Event, who assisted with cleaning and beautification efforts 
around the grounds of the Sterne-Hoya House.
	 Looking ahead, May will bring a series of programs in recognition 
of National Historic Preservation Month, with more details to be shared 
soon. Be sure to also save the date for our upcoming performance of The 
Crash at Crush on Friday, May 15th at Zion Hill, presented by Friends of 
Historic Nacogdoches, Inc. This lively musical comedy brings to life one 
of Texas’ most unforgettable true stories and promises to be an evening of 
entertainment you will not want to miss.

	 Friends of Historic Nacogdoches, Inc. invites the community to en-
joy an evening of music, history, and comedy with a special performance 
of The Crash at Crush, a new musical comedy performed by Austin-
based performance group Texas Comedies. The performance will take 
place Friday, May 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Zion Hill Historic Site, 324 
N. Lanana Street in Nacogdoches.
	 The Crash at Crush is based on the incredible true story of a staged 
train crash near the temporary town of Crush, Texas. In 1896, railroad 
promoter William Crush organized a dramatic publicity stunt in which 
two locomotives were sent hurtling toward each other on a single track 
before a crowd of more than 30,000 spectators. The spectacle, fueled by 
financial pressure, eccentric railroad employees, and even the promo-
tional flair of the Ringling Brothers Circus, created a new form of mass 
entertainment and briefly made the town of Crush the second-largest city 
in Texas for a single day.
	 The musical comedy brings this unbelievable moment in Texas his-
tory to life with lively storytelling, humor, and a live band.
	 Texas Comedies previously performed their musical Bonnie and 
Clyde in Nacogdoches in May of last year, an event that drew an enthu-
siastic audience and received an overwhelmingly positive response from 
the community. Due to the success of that performance, Friends of His-
toric Nacogdoches, Inc. is pleased to bring the group back to present The 
Crash at Crush.
	 Tickets are $10 and will be available beginning April 1 at Zion Hill 
Historic Site and online through Eventbrite.com. The performance is free 
with priority seating for members of Friends of Historic Nacogdoches, 
Inc.
	 Friends of Historic Nacogdoches, Inc. is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to preserving and promoting the history of Nacogdoches 
through educational programs, community partnerships, and support for 
local historic sites.
	 For more information about the event or to learn how to become a 
member of Friends of Historic Nacogdoches, Inc., please visit nactx.us/
historicsites or call 936-560-4441.

Join u s and celebrate History!
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18, emphasis added)

Chastening of 
God’s Love
My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discour-
aged when you are rebuked by Him. For whom the LORD loves He 
chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.  
Hebrews 12:5, 6
 
	 The writer of Hebrews makes us aware that just as earthly fathers dis-
cipline their children out of love for their welfare, God also disciplines His 
children because He loves us. However, God’s discipline is not punitive but 
for the purpose of His children living a purified life. We go through the cru-
cible of suffering in the Refiner’s fire in order to come out looking like (spiri-
tually) our heavenly Father in holiness.      

	 Only those whose faith is in Christ for salvation can be partakers of this 
training (sanctification) which is designed by God to cultivate Christian vir-
tues. Every human being does not have the right to be named among the 
children of God, to be called a child of God (John 1:12; 1 Jn. 3:1, 10). Only 
those who are led by the Spirit, adopted by the Spirit, in whom the Spirit bears 
witness, and in whose heart the Spirit lives are children of God (Rom. 8:14-
17; Gal. 4:1-7). Sonship comes through the Holy Spirit when we believe in 
the name of Jesus. Only by the Holy Spirit can we call on God as our Father. 
Have you been received as God’s son or daughter through faith in Christ?
	 Peter tells us it is one thing to suffer when we do wrong and something 
altogether different when we suffer for doing what is right (1 Pet. 3:13-17).  
God’s chastening, however painful, undesirable and uncomfortable it may 
be, ultimately “yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness” (Heb. 12:11). God 
chastens us through trials and testing, through suffering “for our profit, that 
we may be partakers of His holiness” (Heb 12:10). He has made born again 
Christians holy in Christ; therefore we are to live as who we have become, 
the holy ones of God. Our lives, in all of our conduct, are to show that we are 
holy as He is holy (1 Pet. 1:15). 
	 There is a blindness in disobedience. Sin is a snare, a trap which hinders 
us from running with endurance the race of faith set before us. A habitual 
lifestyle of sinning against a holy God by one who professes faith in Christ 
does not fit with a new identity in Christ. It is contrary to the new nature a 
born-again believer receives from God. It is not a reality of a new creation.  
We cannot live as Christ while living for and like the devil (1 Jn 3:2-9). 
	 We should know that if we truly are a child of God, He does not punish 
His children for failure to do everything right, failure to live by His every 
word. He judged our failures, our sins, at Cavalry when His Son offered one 
sacrifice for sin forever in a body prepared for Him for that purpose (Heb. 
10:5-10). Jesus became sin for us and took upon Himself the full wrath of 
God’s punishment for all sin on the cross. We have this assurance from God’s 
word when we do fail to do what is right: If anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 Jn.2:1).  
	 When God allows our suffering for His glory, if we would remain submis-
sive to His chastening, His love and grace will achieve His purpose through 
it. The testing of our faith lets us know God is treating us as His sons and 
daughters. He’s working all things for good, using it to conform us to the 
image of His Son (Rom. 8:28-29, 18). Whether we suffer as a result of our 
loyalty to Christ by holding fast to the unchanging truth of God’s word; suf-
fer in our health, our finances, loss of possessions, loss of relationships, or 
whatever it may be, our suffering gives our faith opportunity for expression 
through perseverance and endurance.  
	 If you are currently experiencing chastening in what God has permitted 
in your life, know that God’s hand and God’s purpose determined before it 
happened to be done (Acts 4:27).  Trust the Lord as He takes you through His 
timing for your transformation, do not despise His chastening.



Page 23     May 2026

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and 
former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several 
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works 
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration of the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s. 

	 The worst thing about the East Texas summer isn’t sunburn, heat or humid-
ity – its chiggers. They were commonly called “red bugs” when I was growing 
up during the 1940s and 1950s. There were times when I went fishing and the 
next day those annoying red bumps began to appear on my legs and torso. Then 
the itch began, and grew in intensity. From my feet and ankles upward, and es-
pecially at those tender locations my mother told me not to scratch in public, the 
maddening itch took hold. The itch would last for days, and even weeks. There 
was not much one could do to relieve the itch but grin and bear it.
	 I knew a man, an unusual man, who seemed to be immune to these juvenile 
forms of a mite, akin to a tick. His name was Ben Woods, my uncle. When my
father’s sister, Margaret, married Ben, he was a candy salesman in the late 1930s.  
Uncle Ben worked for a candy company. He would load his car trunk with all 
types of candy and traverse the dusty country roads of East Texas and western 
Louisiana. Aiming for small communities in the back woods, he would park his 
vehicle under a tree and honk his car horn repeatedly. Kids showed up in abun-
dance to purchase his nickel candy, and earn a chance to try their luck at a punch 
card. If they punched out the right hole they could win even more candy or other 
prizes. He never seemed to attract any chiggers while working the back roads.
	 In the late 1940s Uncle Ben got a job with the Texas Highway Department, 
the perfect job for him. His task was to search for gravel on private land that the 
department could lease from the owner, then use it in new road construction or 
maintenance. This required Uncle Ben to roam through the forests of East Texas, 
parts of which required a machete to get through. Day after day he searched for 
gravel, often finding Indian arrowheads and other relics of the past. Still, he never 
seemed to be bothered by those small, red pests.
	 Perhaps he knew something that I did not know about them. One day I 
asked Uncle Ben a question, “What do you use to keep the chiggers off you?” 
He looked at me, a cigarette hanging from his lips, and chided me, “Well, son, 
it’s simple - bacon grease.” Surprised at his answer, I replied, “Are you kidding? 
Bacon grease? Just how does that work?” He flipped the ashes off his cigarette, 
put his hand on my young shoulder, and explained, “What you do is smear bacon 
grease from your ankles up past your knees, a real good coat of it.” Was he kid-
ding, or serious? I could not determine. “So, do the chiggers not like the smell or 
something?” I queried. “Nope, it works like this. When the tick or chigger starts 
to climb up your leg he can’t get any traction, and simply slides back down. After 
a while it just gives up and jumps off.”
	 As a youngster I figured that this advice had to be real. After all it was from 
a man who practically lived in the thickets. I actually tried it a few times but 
stopped when my mother loudly complained about my greasy pants, and her lack 
of bacon grease to cook with. I think I finally figured out his secret – he used 
powdered sulphur, called sublimed sulphur.
	 Chiggers hate sulphur and definitely avoid it. Available at most pharmacies, 
it works well when it is dusted around the opening of your pants, socks, and 
boots.  Some people rub on a mixture of half talcum powder and half sulphur on 
their legs, arms and waist.
	 I recently asked a local surveyor the same question I asked Uncle Ben so 
many years ago. He told me that he uses ordinary flea and tick collars usually 
seen on dogs. They are placed around his ankles and thighs, according to him, 
and they keep the ticks and chiggers off. I wonder if that is an “Uncle Ben” an-
swer?  What do you think?

The Chigger Fighter
by Neal Murphy
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S  O  S
SERVING OUR SAVIOR
by Patti Goodrum
Executive Director, Love in the Name of Christ Nacogdoches

                           
Renewing a Place of 
Hope: The Pearl 
Street Warehouse 
Renovation	

	 Love In the Name of Christ is entering an ex-
citing new chapter as renovations begin on our warehouse located on Pearl Street 
and a space long envisioned as a hub of dignity, service, and transformation for 
our neighbors in need. This project is more than another thrift or re-sale store. 
We have great re-sale stores in Nacogdoches. At this point, the plan is to focus on 
household items, furniture, and re-purposed items. We do not plan to offer cloth-
ing at this time, as we are committed to supporting the Hospice Shoppe. They are 
a valued partner, generously providing our validated neighbors with complete 
sets of clothing at no cost.
 	 For years, this warehouse has quietly supported the ministry behind the 
scenes. Now, thanks to the generosity of First Baptist Church Nacogdoches and 
the faithful work of our committee, it is being renewed into a vibrant, retail‑style 
resource center that will strengthen how we serve families across Nacogdoches 
County.
 	 The renovation plan focuses first on essential improvements: upgraded light-
ing, new insulation, and enhanced air and heating systems. These changes will 
make the building safer, more comfortable, and more energy efficient, ensuring 
that volunteers, neighbors, and partner churches can use the space with confi-
dence and care.
 	 Once complete, the Pearl Street warehouse will become a place where Love 
INC clients can earn vouchers and “shop” for the items their families need—
choosing with dignity, rather than receiving handouts. The space will also include 
an area for selling donated goods, with all proceeds supporting the Help Neigh-
bor fund, which helps with urgent needs as well as needs to sustain families.
 	 This renovation is more than a construction project. It is an investment in 
people. It is a tangible expression of the belief that every neighbor deserves to 
be treated with respect, compassion, and hope. And it reflects the heart of Love 
INC’s mission: helping people help people.
 	 As the work moves forward, we are deeply grateful to the members of First 
Baptist Church and their continued partnership with Love INC., foundations, and 
individuals who have made this possible and especially those who have prayed, 
given, and partnered with us over many years. Their generosity is building more 
than a warehouse; it is building a pathway for lives to be changed.
 	 To God be the glory for what He is doing on Pearl Street and throughout our 
community.
 	 Jesus is the goal.
 	 Warehouse & Donations: Recently, your donations provided beds for a 
family of 5 as well as kitchen items & living room furniture for that family and 
one other. Thank you so much to everyone who gave so that we could help these 
folks! Our neighbors truly appreciate your support. Right now our current needs 
are for Shampoo, Conditioner, & Small Dressers. All donations can be brought 
to Love INC Monday – Thursday 9am-4:30pm or you can call us to schedule a 
pickup (for many items or large items).
 	 We also want to thank everyone who has brought us their amazon boxes! We 
are full on boxes and ready to pack up more essentials and kitchen boxes for our 
neighbors.

	 Prayers: As we start to meet with churches and present Love INC 101, pray 
that God will be with us every step of the way, that hearts will be open to serve, 
and seeds will be planted for the Kingdom of God that will bear much fruit. We 
have made presentations to two churches in the last month and are grateful for 
these partnerships!

	 Questions: Messages are welcome anytime. Send to patti@loveincnac.org

Patti Goodrum, Executive 
Director Love INC 
Nacogdoches

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739

Walter Clark 
Agent

936.244.8177

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

Now has Delivery Service
3205 N. University Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX • www.nacburger.com

936.205.9835

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
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FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever
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ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Welcome Veterans
Equal Housing Opportunities

Positively impacting the 
quality of life for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

Aging Well: The Joy 
of Retrospection
(Yes, You Saw It All)
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception.	

		 One of the perks (if you could call them that) of getting old is my delight in 
reminiscing about the incredible changes of all kinds that have taken place dur-
ing my eight decades of living. 
I find it fascinating that I have 
first-person memories of things 
about which most other folks to-
day consider near-ancient histo-
ry. I almost wink at myself when 
remembering where I was, what 
I was doing and perhaps who 
was with me when these obser-
vations occurred.
		 For the sake of brevity, I will 
acknowledge the most important 
aspects of anyone’s life—rela-
tionships with God and family—to be a blessing for me beyond measure. I will 
also not delve into postwar events of obvious worldwide import, such as the 
Kennedy assassination and the first moon landing, instead recalling a few events 
or trends that may have had little fanfare, or even thought, at the time. Since my 
long career involved transportation, that will be an oft-visited subject. It’s also 
worth noting that most of us are not exactly visionaries. It is quite natural, I think, 
for us humans to live in the moment, accepting the status quo as being all there 
could be for our earthly life. Those who see and act outside this constraint tend to 
reap great rewards in personal achievement and, perhaps, fortune.
		 I remember standing in the front seat of our 1950 Chevrolet as my mother 
would drive around to various businesses, taking them each a personal check to 
pay her “charge account.” Nowadays, of course, a few keypunches take care of 
this instantaneously. There was no need then to drive around wasting the outra-
geously priced gasoline (21 cents). Thinking about paying for things, I’ve seen us 
go from cash and checks to plastic cards—so much so that some cashiers actually 
get annoyed when I offer cash. Nowadays, there are some places where cash is 
not even accepted! It was quite normal then for my parents to carry a ‘savings 
book’ to the drive-in teller at Nacogdoches Savings and Loan to make a deposit 
to their savings account; the clerk then made a handwritten entry in the book and 
handed it back.  
		 I thought little of my mother’s prowess in manipulating the clutch and shift 
lever as she deftly changed gears as she drove, giving turn signals with her arm 
from the driver’s window. I took casual notice of the three pedals on the floor, 
on the far left of which there was a silver button that was the headlight dimmer 
switch, operated by the left foot. Today, my car shifts itself through ten different 
gears without my perceiving the changes. At night, when I meet another car, the 
headlights automatically dim, as they also do when I encounter the red taillights 
of a car in front of me. Somehow, it recognizes automotive headlights and tail-
lights, as well as the difference between headlights and other lights along the 
roadway. As for my standing in the front seat of our car, there were no seat belts 
then but, upon a need to stop abruptly, my mother’s right arm automatically flung 
itself across my chest to keep me from toppling forward. These things, while 
seemingly quaint today, were quite normal then. No one could have known how 
very different the future would be.
		 I was around when English bikes began to show up in the U. S. in the fifties. 
As a boy roaming the neighborhood—that’s when it wasn’t considered danger-
ous—my mode of transport was a used fat-tired bicycle that my dad had ac-
quired and repainted, teaching me to ride, with no resulting broken bones, in 
what seemed like a day or two. Then, on one Christmas day, a neighborhood pal 
came riding up on a gleaming new English bicycle—you know, the one with the 
skinny tires. I was immediately consumed with lust for that bike and its three-
speed gearshift, and I wondered if anyone would miss my friend if I were to 
knock him off and take the bike from him. I remember the humiliation of riding 
alongside him upon my jalopy of a bike. Somehow, it just didn’t seem cool any 
longer to clip paper cards on the wheel forks to make a motorbike sound while 
we were riding.
		 Lest these musings become too lengthy and saccharine, I’ll finally mention 
with some satisfaction an example of how I’ve adjusted to modernity. As I sat 

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

Please check out 
the 

Community 
News Items 
on page 44.

here, typing away at a computer keyboard operating an electronic marvel that I 
couldn’t possibly have imagined a few decades ago, I thought of the immense 
technological advances in the technology in aviation, my chosen career field. I 
thought of my flights as a pilot in an ancient Lockheed Super Constellation back 
in the ‘60s (Only one now remains flyable in the world.) As I drifted back in 
time, I wondered how many living pilots remained who actually flew this former 
queen of the skies. Without considering how unthinkable it would have been to 
do this when I was a youngster, I asked Grok (an AI platform) for an estimate. In 
a few seconds came the answer—about 300 worldwide. I know the 300 of us old 
pilots would be incredulous that we lived from the age of celestial navigation to 
a time when an airliner could easily fly itself anywhere without pilots even being 
aboard. 
		 After finishing it, I decided to print this piece and, after doing so, my printer 
sent me a text message informing me that it was low on ink and had ordered a 
replacement cartridge for itself. Since I didn’t think any of this to be unusual, I 
decided that I had adjusted fairly well to modernity. 

“A bend in the road is not the end of the road unless you fail to make the turn.” —Helen Keller
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877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

advancedansweringsolutions.com

Now serving Nacogdoches and 
all of the East Texas Area!

SET UP YOUR CUSTOMIZED PACKAGE TODAY!

• 24/7 Live Operator Answering Service
We are here every day of the year

• Translation Services for over 350+ languages
• 100% USA based
• No Start Up Fees
• HIPAA Compliant 

Suburban Self Storage

FOR LEASE 
2424 North Pecan Street

Nice Office Suites
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

2709 Westward Dr  • Nacogdoches, Tx 75964 
936-462-8880

Home of the 14 oz. 
Cowboy Sirloin, Burgers, BBQ and more!

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

	 AUSTIN – Highway work is dangerous work, often just inches away from 
speeding traffic. Help keep our workers and everyone on the road safe by slowing 
down in work zones and driving like a Texan: kind, courteous and safe. 
 	 A growing state means more Texans on our roads, and the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) is meeting that increased demand with roadway im-
provements underway in more than 1,800 active work zones across the state. This 
month, TxDOT is highlighting safety tips in work zones to help protect workers 
and drivers.
 
The data
	 In 2025, there were more than 28,000 traffic crashes in Texas work zones, 
resulting in 203 people killed, including seven roadside workers. 
 	 And while workers are at risk doing their jobs to keep us safe, most of the 
people who died in work zone crashes were drivers and their passengers. Driving 
with caution through work zones is as much for your protection as it is for the 
people working. 
 
Work Zone Awareness Week
	 In recognition of National Work Zone Awareness Week, April 20–24, Tx-
DOT is raising awareness about how to be safe and drive smart in work zones to 
avoid crashes and fatalities. 
 	 “Maintaining a safe highway system requires year-round effort from brave 
and dedicated work crews,” TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams said. 
“Unfortunately, work zone crashes happen far too often. It’s crucial that drivers 
slow down, pay attention and give workers space. It’s the Texan thing to do.”
 

Stay safe in work zones with these “Be Safe. Drive Smart” tips:
•	 Slow down. Follow the speed limit and adjust your speed to road condi-	
	 tions. Remember that traffic fines double in work zones when workers 	
	 are present.
•	 Stay alert. Focus on driving, avoid distractions and put your phone away.
•	 Watch out for road crews. Roadside workers deserve to get home safely, 	
	 too. Always follow their instructions and work zone signage. 
•	 Never tailgate. Give yourself room to stop in a hurry. Rear-end collisions 	
	 are the most common type of work zone crash. 
•	 Allow extra time. Road construction can slow down traffic. Plan ahead 	
	 so you aren’t tempted to speed. 

 
	 Motorists are also reminded to follow the state’s Move Over or Slow Down 
law. The law requires drivers to move over a lane or reduce their speed to 20 mph 
below the posted speed limit when approaching vehicles stopped on the roadside 
with flashing lights activated. That’s not just law enforcement cars, but emer-
gency vehicles, TxDOT vehicles, tow trucks or utility vehicles.
 	 “Be Safe. Drive Smart” is an important part of TxDOT’s Drive like a Texan: 
Kind. Courteous. Safe. initiative. Drive like a Texan is about embracing the 
pride, camaraderie, and responsibility of being a Texan on the road. By making 
thoughtful choices, we can all help keep each other safe. Learn more at Drive-
LikeATexan.com.  

The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of 
road and for supporting aviation, maritime, rail and public transportation across the 
state. Connecting You with Texas.

TxDOT: 
Give ‘em
a Brake. 
Drive Smart in 
Work Zones
203 People Were Killed in 
Traffic Crashes in Texas 
Work Zones Last Year

Functional and Fun

Golf Cars

5231 South St.  Nacogdoches
936.564.7178 • 936.564.0009

Sales • Service
• Accessories & Customizing
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GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
DANGEROUS

TAKE DOWNS
DEAD TREE

REMOVAL
COMPLETE 
CLEAN-UP

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates
Tree Removal
Trimming
Storm Damage
Tree Topping
Lot Clearing
Bush Hogging
Stump Grinding

Owner:
Emmanuel Jasso

Phone: (936) 225-2630
or (936) 707-9661

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com
www.eandatree service.com

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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A Lifeline in the 
Dark: Why Life 
Line Housing Exists 
by Brandie Cosby

	 There was a time in my life when I truly believed I was too far gone. 
	 Not the kind of thought you say out loud but the kind that quietly settles into 
your heart. The kind that tells you this is just who you are now. The kind that 
convinces you there is no way back.
	 I wasn’t always that person.
	 At one time, I had dreams. I had direction. I had pieces of hope. But life has a 
way of layering pain trauma, loss, broken relationships, poor choices and before 
you even realize it, you’re no longer standing on solid ground.
	 You’re just trying to survive.
	 I spent years searching for identity in other people. I tried to become what 
others needed me to be, hoping that if I could just be enough for them, maybe I 
would finally feel like I was enough.
	 But that kind of life doesn’t hold.
	 Eventually, everything I had built every false sense of security collapsed. 
And I found myself in a place I never thought I would be: battling addiction, 
drowning in shame, and carrying a weight so heavy I didn’t know how to stand 
under it anymore.
	 There was a moment in my life where I didn’t have stability, direction, or 
even a clear sense of home.
	 And what hurt the most wasn’t just what I had lost…
	 It was what I believed about myself. I believed I wasn’t worth saving. I be-
lieved I had ruined too much. I believed there was no way God could use a life 
like mine. 
	 But even in that place… God never left.
	 When I finally reached out for help, it wasn’t because I had strength, it was 
because I had nothing left. I walked into places like Christian Women’s Job 
Corps and recovery meetings completely broken. No mask. No pretending. Just 
desperation.
	 And somehow… that’s exactly where healing began. I found myself back in 
church at NorthPointe Church of God, and something shifted. Not overnight, not 
perfectly but deeply. For the first time in a long time, I didn’t feel judged. I felt 
seen. I felt loved. I felt like maybe… just maybe… my story wasn’t over.
	 I began to understand that forgiveness wasn’t just something I gave others it 
was something I had to accept for myself. I stopped numbing my pain and started 
facing it. I stopped running and started healing.
	 And slowly, piece by piece, God gave me my life back. Not the old life I 
thought I wanted but a new life with purpose. And in that process, something 
became very clear to me: There are people in our community living in that same 
darkness right now.
	 People who feel invisible. People who feel stuck. People who are one step 
away from giving up completely. And the truth is… many of them don’t need 
someone to fix everything. They just need a place to start. That is why Life Line 
Housing exists. Well that and God, he cast the vision in my mind and showed me 
how we can help others.
	 Life Line Housing was born out of brokenness but built on hope.
	 It exists for the man or woman who is trying to come out of addiction but 
has nowhere safe to go. For the person who wants to rebuild their life but doesn’t 
have a stable foundation to stand on. For the ones who feel like they’ve burned 
every bridge and don’t know how to take the first step forward.
	 Because I know what it feels like to need a lifeline. And I also know what 
happens when someone is given one. A safe place can change everything. A sup-
portive environment can restore dignity. A second chance can save a life.
	 Today, I have the honor of serving our community, feeding those who are 
hungry, walking alongside people in recovery, and leading others toward healing.
	 But Life Line Housing is the next step.
	 Right now, we are working toward securing a permanent facility here in Na-
cogdoches—a place where individuals can not only find shelter, but structure, 
guidance, and a real opportunity to rebuild their lives. And here’s the truth: We 
cannot do this alone.
	 This vision will only become reality if a community decides to step in and 
say, “Not on our watch.”
	 Not on our watch will people fight alone. Not on our watch will someone 
trying to change have nowhere to go. Not on our watch will hope to run out when 
help could have been given. You may never fully know what it feels like to hit 
rock bottom. But you do know what it feels like to need grace. To need someone 
to believe in you. To need a second chance. This is your opportunity to be that for 
someone else. To be part of a story where lives are rebuilt, families are restored, 
and hope is made real again. Because Life Line Housing isn’t just something 
we’re building. It’s something that can save lives. And for someone out there 
right now…
	 It could be the difference between staying lost and finally finding their way 
home.

“We love because He first loved us.” – 1 John 4:19

Miranda Hoffman
Manager

Upcoming Events at 
the Nacogdoches
County Expo –
May 2026   

For more information, visit nacexpo.net.

NACOGDOCHES, TX
	 For the month of May, the Expo & Civic 

Center are filled with a wide variety of 	
			         			         great events! There is always something 
						            for everyone, so be sure to take advantage 
of what the Nacogdoches County Expo & Civic Center has to offer.

Arena Riders Welcome at the Expo -
The Nacogdoches Expo remains open for arena riders Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for just $10 per horse. Riders are encouraged to call 
(936) 564-0849.

Delta Waterfowl Banquet May 1st
	 The Deep East Texas Chapter is having their annual banquet benefitting Del-
ta Waterfowl and their mission to use “ science-based solutions to produce ducks, 
conserve prairie wetlands, and ensure the future of waterfowl hunting.”

Nacogdoches Scottish Highland Games May 9th
	 Come out to watch all the athletes compete in a traditional Scottish sporting 
event. Live music, demonstrations from the VFD, Scottish dancers, blacksmiths, 
food, drinks, and more!

Back the Blue Drive Thru BBQ May 14th
	 11AM - 1PM, the Nacogdoches Law Enforcement Foundation is having their 
fundraiser, with Brendyn’s BBQ preparing the meat!

Fallen Peace Officers Memorial May 15th
	 The annual ceremony honoring the officers who paid the ultimate price and 
lost their lives in the line of duty. Information can be found on the Nacogdoches 
County Sheriff’s Office Facebook.

Ability Strong Festival May 16th
	 Nacogdoches Mayor’s Committee invites you to join us for their annual fes-
tival featuring a petting zoo, pony rides, balloon artist, vendors, live music, and 
more!

Keep Nacogdoches Beautiful May 16th
	 Come recycle your unwanted tires for FREE or until 800 tires are collected!

KPOP Warriors May 19th
	 A live show full of music, excitement, and action to the rhythm of K-Pop. 
Visit K-POP Warriors LIVE SHOW on Facebook for more info.

Storehouse Tabernacle Annual Convention May 22-24
	 All are welcome for this two-day convention put on by Storehouse
Tabernacle.

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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Thank You 
Nacogdoches 
Animal Shelter
	 I wish to say thanks to the City of Nacogdoches by pointing out what a fan-
tastic animal shelter you have there. Back in the summer,  I received a Facebook 
post connected to Nacogdoches, as my son attends SFA, concerning a recent 
puppy taken in. He was perhaps 7 weeks of age being beautifully cared for by one 
of the fantastic fosters there.
	 I just couldn’t resist, and my husband agreed! So we adopted this lovely baby 
naming him Rom, which is a Star Trek character. The shelter made everything 
wonderful and we drove from Spring, Texas 
to get him. The fee was $40.00 and the shel-
ter gives $150.00 stipend toward getting the 
puppy neutered. We ended up bringing him  
back up to Nacogdoches and used the Dehart 
Veterinary Services to neuter Mr.Rom. Rom 
grew VERY fast, and at 9 months of age he 
is between 40 and 50 pounds! He was well 
under 10 when he became ours! If you are 
needing a new friend, dog or cat, look at the 
Nacogdoches Animal Shelter! 		
You will be happy you did!

Sincerely, Beth Milligan

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

kencofun.com  5231 South St. Nacogdoches, TX  
936.569.0785
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CM TREE SERVICECM TREE SERVICE
Full Service Land Management

Call Claude Miguez

936-225-1262

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal 
• Bucket Truck
• Basket Lift (up to 90 feet)
• Insured
• Dozer Work
• Land Clearing 
• Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Pond Digging & Excavating Work

SERVING ANGELINA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

“We’ll go 
out on a 
limb for 

you!”

PERRY PROPANE
6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Drive) 936.564.8448

We service residential, farms and industries. Bottles filled 
and tanks leased and sold. Large selection of  Lodge Cast Iron 
Cookware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and shrimp cookers.

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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	Mary Magdalene
by Pastor Josh Crawford - 1 Timothy 4:12 
joshcrawford99@gmail.com
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Shelby County, TX

		 I want to talk to you about Mary Magdalene, who did a lot of waiting. You 
see, we are always in a rush to get things done, only to find that when we reach 
our destination, we have to wait. As a kid, did you ever get a toy and get ex-
cited, only to find out that Santa 
forgot to bring batteries for it? 
Maybe you have been running late 
to get to work, only to run into a 
traffic jam or get behind a chicken 
truck! There is always something. 
We hurry from task to task, ap-
pointment to appointment, hoping 
life will finally “start” when the 
next thing arrives. But spiritually, 
many feel stuck in a waiting room 
of some sort, waiting for healing, 
answers, and a breakthrough. The 
life of Mary Magdalene shows that 
while we are in a hurry, God often 
does His best work in the seasons when we are forced to stop and wait.
		 The Bible introduces Mary Magdalene as a woman who had been tormented 
and possessed by seven demons until she encountered Jesus Christ. He delivered 
her completely, transforming her from a captive into a free and devoted follower 
of Christ. Her story reminds us that some of our longest, darkest seasons of wait-
ing are the ones that end in the greatest freedom. Many people today are hurrying 
from solution to solution, but still waiting for real change. When Jesus inter-
venes, the waiting for true deliverance is over. His power still sets people free!
		 Mary also appears at the cross of Jesus. While others ran and scattered, she 
remained at the feet of the tortured and lifeless Jesus. Standing near the cross, 
she could not change what had happened to her Lord and Savior. She could only 
stay, watch, and wait through the deepest pain of her life. Jesus was more than 
just a great mentor and teacher to her. He was her Deliverer, Savior, Teacher, 
and Friend. That image is familiar to anyone who has waited by a hospital bed, 
a graveside, or a broken relationship, wondering why God allowed such sorrow. 
Mary’s faith teaches us that real devotion does not waver when life makes no 
sense. It holds fast to Christ even at the place of suffering.
		 On the first day of the week, Mary rose early and hurried to Jesus’ tomb, only 
to find it empty. Confused and grieving, she stayed outside the tomb, weeping. In 
that moment of waiting and heartbreak, Angels and Jesus appeared. She did not 
recognize Him until He spoke her name, turning her mourning and sorrow into 
joy and peace. The empty place where she feared all was lost became the very 

place she encountered the resurrected 
Christ.
	 Many of us today live in that 
state of being. We are always rushing 
things and want the imminent answer 
to our problems, only to find our-
selves in the waiting room of sorrow 
and grief. We are in a hurry for life 
to change, but unsure how long we 
have to wait. The good news of the 
gospel is that, because of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, we do not 
have to wait for Him to show up. He 
is already here. The wait is over! You 

do not have to wait for peace, deliverance, joy, strength, purpose, and confidence 
anymore! Jesus has all of that and more ready just for you. Does that mean that 
we are exempt from heartbreaks and hard times?  No. But it does mean that He 
will never leave us nor forsake us.  
		 Revelation 3:20 gives us His invitation when it says, “ He stands at the door 
and knocks.” He is calling each of us to open our hearts to Him.” I always tell 
my congregation that Jesus is at the door, knocking. He is not going to force His 
way in. He is not going to bust the door down. We have to hear it and answer it. 
We may still wait on God’s timing for certain answers, but we do not have to wait 
one more minute to come to Christ.
		 Mary had to “hurry up and wait,” but all that waiting led her to the feet of 
Jesus. Jesus is here today. You can hurry to Him now.  The wait is over!

Pastor Josh Crawford

DON BLACK
FOR ANGELINA COUNTY ADVERTISING

709.505.4843

Tim Bell – Owner
P. O. Box 630208

Nacogdoches, TX 75963
936.462.8030
tbell@txace.com

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com
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		 The Lamp-Lite Players present Noel Coward’s Private Lives, May 29 & 
30 and June 5 & 6, 2026, at 7:30 pm, and May 31 and June 7, 2026, at 2:00 
pm.  Tickets are $15.00 Adults, $12.00 Adults 60+, $8.00 Students/Children and 
may be purchased online now at lampliteplayers.ludus.com.  Tickets will also be 
sold at the Box Office the day of the performance 45 minutes before curtain. All 
seats are reserved seats. An Audience Dress Rehearsal Preview Night will be held 
Thursday, May 28, 2026, 7:30 pm. Tickets are $5.00 and are only available at the 
door the night of the performance.  Seating is General Seating. 
		 Once-married Elyot (Jamie Couch) and Amanda (Roz Couch) cross paths 
unexpectedly while honeymooning on the French Riviera with their respective 
new spouses Sybil (Ashley Schmidt) and Victor (Riley Nichols). Sharp words 
evolve into fresh sparks, followed by an endless roundabout of chaos and ro-
mance where enemies become lovers and lovers become fools with Amanda’s 
maid Louisa (Emily Bush) entering the mayhem at Amanda’s apartment in Paris. 
		 Ken Untiedt directs this classic Noel Coward farce, assisted by LaChan-
da Maxie.  Other production and technical members include Emily Bush, stage 
manager; Scott and Judy Cigich, building crew; Wanda Schenk, costumes; Brian 
Oswald and Michael Moore, lighting; Gina Jones and Steve Chandler, sound; 
Chris Sence, running crew; Alyssa Faykus, social media; Sue Whatley, publicity, 
and Bill King, webmaster.
		 Audience members are asked to arrive at Lamp-Lite Theatre 15-30 minutes 
prior to curtain. More information about the Lamp-Lite Players and this produc-
tion of Private Lives, by Noel Coward, may be found at www.lamplitetheatre.
com. Follow Lamp-Lite Theatre on Facebook and Instagram. 

Lamp-Lite Players 
Present Private 
Lives

The Cast of PRIVATE LIVES: (l to r) Ashley Schmidt, Jamie Couch, Roz Couch, Riley 
Nichols, and Emily Bush

Some of the artistic and technical leaders of PRIVATE LIVES: (l to r) Michael Moore, 
Wanda Schenk, Chris Sence, Emily Bush, Gina Jones, LaChanda Maxie, Steve Chan-
dler, Brian Oswald, and Ken Untiedt

What’s Hot 
With Anita 
Scott at the
Angelina 
County 
Exposition 
Center

The Angelina Expo is now open to Arena Riders 9AM-3PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-637-3976 for availability. Must sign a liability waiver & 
provide Coggin’s Testing.  

UPCOMING IN MAY 2026…   

MAY 9, 2026 – 3RD ANNUAL BENEFIT CAR SHOW
	 Presented by Ganson Graphics.
	 Benefiting The Huntington Volunteer Fire Department.
	 Celebrity Judge Michael “Caveman” Pyle from Car Masters: Rust to Riches.
	 11 AM - 3 PM, Free parking, Free Admission
	 Contact KK Brock for more details 936-676-1626

MAY 28, 2026 – MAY 31, 2026 M5 CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIATION
	 Free Admission and Free Parking. 
	 Begins at 9:00 am each day. 
	 Come out and watch these horses and riders. They a very impressive! It is 
said that a cutting horse possesses an innate ability to anticipate or read a cow’s 
intended moves. Competitive cutting horses are well-trained and conditioned 
athletes with skills honed to constrain the movement of a cow and prevent it from 
returning to the herd. Such horses are able to stop and turn instantaneously, in 
sync with a cow’s every move. The harder a cow tries to get back to the herd, the 
more instinct, skill and athleticism are required of the horse to stay head-to-head 
with the cow, and the higher the competition score. 
	 For more information visit: (20+) M 5 CHA | Facebook 

Anita Scott

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town



		  The Nacogdoches Niners are proud to announce the release of the 2026 Mid 
America League schedule, with Opening Night set for May 26 at Jaycees Field. 
The upcoming season promises to be an exciting summer of baseball and com-
munity entertainment in East Texas.
		 Opening Night will launch a full slate of home games bringing the com-
munity together through affordable fun, exciting promotions, and the unique at-
mosphere that only summer baseball can provide. From youth teams celebrating 
their seasons to families looking for an affordable night out, the Niners focus on 
building experiences the entire community can enjoy!
		 Field Manager Nikaylen Morrison has already put together a mixed colle-
giate and professional roster of 20+. “We want to be able to bring a great base-
ball environment to the city of Nacogdoches. You will see an energetic bunch 
of individuals who care about one another and care about playing competitive 
baseball.” 
		 The 2026 schedule includes a variety of weekend games and special event 
nights that give fans the chance to experience baseball in a fun and engaging 
environment. Matchups against regional rivals including the Piney Woods Tim-
berHogs, Bryan Yard Dogs, and Beaumont Oil Dragons will create exciting com-
petition and memorable moments throughout the season.
		 Group outings will be a centerpiece of the Niners’ experience, offering local 
businesses, youth sports teams, churches, and community organizations the op-
portunity to enjoy a night out together. Fundraising partnerships will allow local 
groups to support their missions while enjoying the excitement of live baseball.
		 Fans can also look forward to premium seating options and hospitality ex-
periences that provide ideal settings for celebrations, client entertainment, and 
special events.
		 Nacogdoches native and General Manager Jace Green is thrilled to bring a 
professional baseball atmosphere to the “Oldest Town in Texas.”
		 “Our corner of East Texas has been longing for this kind of affordable, family-
friendly entertainment during the summer for a long time. Being able to bring it 
to Nacogdoches on a professional scale makes it even more exciting.”
		 Additional promotional announcements will be made soon.
The Mid America League is dedicated to bringing communities together through 
the excitement of summer baseball. Featuring talented collegiate and profes-
sional players from across the country, the league provides a fun, affordable, 
and engaging entertainment option for families, friends, and local organizations.
With a focus on community connection, interactive promotions, and memorable 
fan experiences, Mid America League teams create an atmosphere where base-
ball is more than just a game — it’s a summer tradition. 

Nacogdoches 
Niners Announce 
2026 Schedule, 
Opening Night 
May 26

ADVERTISE IN 
AROUND the TOWN
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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NACOGDOCHES NINERS SEASON SCHEDULE

DATE 	 DAY 	 TIME  	 OPPONENT
MAY 21	 THUR		  MERIDIAN
MAY 22	 FRI		  MERIDIAN 
MAY 23	 SAT		  MERIDIAN 
MAY 24	 SUN		  MERIDIAN
MAY 26	 TUE	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
MAY 27	 WED	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
MAY 28	 THUR	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
MAY 29	 FRI	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
MAY 30	 SAT	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
MAY 31	 SUN	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 2	 TUE		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 3	 WED		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 4	 THUR	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JUNE 5	 FRI	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JUNE 6	 SAT	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JUNE 7	 SUN	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JUNE 9	 TUE	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 10	 WED	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 11	 THUR	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 12	 FRI		  PINEYWOODS
JUNE 13	 SAT		  PINEYWOODS
JUNE 14	 SUN		  PINEYWOODS
JUNE 15	 MON	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 16	 TUE	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 17	 WED	 7:05	 MERIDIAN BLUES
JUNE 18	 THUR		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 19	 FRI		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 20	 SAT		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 21	 SUN		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JUNE 23	 TUE	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JUNE 24	 WED	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JUNE 25	 THUR	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JUNE 26	 FRI		  BEAUMONT
JUNE 27	 SAT		  BEAUMONT
JUNE 28	 SUN		  BEAUMONT
JUNE 29	 MON		  MERIDIAN
JUNE 30	 TUE		  MERIDIAN
JULY 1	 WED		  MERIDIAN
JULY 2	 THUR		  MERIDIAN
JULY 3	 FRI		  BRYAN
JULY 4	 SAT		  BRYAN
JULY 5	 SUN		  BRYAN
JULY 7	 TUE	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS
JULY 8	 WED	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS
JULY 9	 THUR	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS
JULY 10	 FRI	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JULY 11	 SAT	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JULY 12	 SUN	 7:05	 FORT SCOTT DRAGOONS
JULY 14	 TUE		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JULY 15	 WED		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JULY 16	 THUR		  FT. SCOTT KANSAS
JULY 17	 FRI		  PINEYWOODS
JULY 18	 SAT		  PINEYWOODS
JULY 19	 SUN		  PINEYWOODS
JULY 21	 TUE	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JULY 22	 WED	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JULY 23	 THUR	 7:05	 BEAUMONT OIL BARONS
JULY 24	 FRI		  BRYAN
JULY 25	 SAT		  BRYAN
JULY 26	 SUN		  BRYAN
JULY 27	 MON	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS
JULY 28	 TUE	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS
JULY 29	 WED	 7:05	 PINEY WOODS TIMBERHOGS

RV & Boat Storage
Infinity Commercial

RV Service, Remodeling & Upholstery
14618 US Hwy 59 Nacogdoches, TX 75965

(936) 560-2188
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500

SS
TT
AA
YY
SS
AA
FF
EE

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

Serving all of East Texas 
and Southwest Louisiana

“Comfort the way you like it”

TACLB27443E
TACLA27443R

409-787-2868

Glenn Lenderman
 East Texas Music Man!

Contact 936.676.4126

May
Thu 7th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  5:30 pm
Tue 12th  Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm
Thu 14th Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin  5:00 pm
Fri 15th Dance Club Nacogdoches VFW 7:00 pm 
Tue 19th Guacamoles Jacksonville 6:00 pm
Wed 20th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  5:30 pm  
Fri 23rd Private Party ———— —— 
Tue 26th Guacamoles Nacogdoches 6:00 pm

June
Thu 4th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  5:30 pm
Tue 9th Gucamoles Nacogdoches 6:00 pm
Tue 16th Guacamoles                 Jacksonville   6:00 pm
Wed 17th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  5:30 pm
Thu 18th Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin  5:00 pm
Tue 23rd Guacamoles Nacogdoches 6:00 pm

May/June 2026 Schedule
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

YOUR COMPLETE FLOOR COVERING CENTER
UNFINISHED FURNITURE

LAMINATE • CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE

Carpets By Curiosity
(936) 824-2178 • (936) 824-2931

 MARK & REGINA FERDEN 4150 S. US HWY 69
 Owners Lufkin, TX 75901

Email: carpetsbycuriosity@consolidated.net

Cell (936) 559-3242 

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

mas.jewelershowcase.com

SINCE 1989

397 Jacob St.
Timpson, TX

936-554-4557
tie.timbertx@gmail.com

	 May in Nacogdoches invites you to slow down, step outside, and take it all 
in. With warm sunshine, fresh greenery, and a full calendar of events, it’s the kind 
of month that makes you want to linger a little longer. From long-standing tradi-
tions to new experiences, May offers something for everyone to enjoy.
	 Kick off the month with Sale on the Trail on May 1st–2nd, where treasure 
hunters can shop their way along the historic El Camino Real. From Nacogdo-
ches, TX, to Natchitoches, LA, this beloved event features yard sales, antiques, 
clothing, and unique finds at every stop, perfect for a day trip filled with unex-
pected discoveries.
	 Celebrate international culture at the Nacogdoches Scottish Highland Games, 
held at the Nacogdoches County Exposition and Civic Center on May 9th. This 
lively event brings the spirit of Scotland to East Texas with traditional bagpipe 
bands, Highland dancers, and live music throughout the day. It’s a unique op-
portunity to experience the sights and sounds of Scottish heritage right here in 
Nacogdoches.
	 Garden lovers won’t want to miss the Tour of Home Gardens, happening 
May 16th from 9 am to 3 pm and May 17th from 1 to 4 pm. As the Garden Capi-
tal of Texas, Nacogdoches shines during this annual tour, offering a rare glimpse 
into some of the community’s most beautifully landscaped private gardens, each 
one showcasing creativity, care, and the beauty of the season.
	 Art takes center stage at The Cole Art Center with the Texas National 2026 
exhibit. This prestigious, long-running exhibition draws artists from across the 
country, featuring innovative and compelling contemporary works in a wide 
range of media. It’s a must-see for anyone looking to experience inspiring art in 
the heart of downtown.
	 Nac Snack Friday returns this month on May 22nd, bringing a lineup of local 
food trucks to Downtown Nacogdoches for a fun and flavorful midday break. It’s 
the perfect chance to grab lunch, try something new, and enjoy the lively atmo-
sphere of the historic brick streets.
	 In May, music enthusiasts will find live music scattered across town, found 
at favorites like Madhatter Distillery, Fredonia Brewery, 1st City Cafe, and Naca 
Valley Vineyard, along with many other local venues. Whether you’re in the 
mood for a relaxed evening or a lively night out, there’s no shortage of places to 
sit back and enjoy the sound of local talent.
	 As May unfolds, Nacogdoches continues to showcase the experiences that 
make it such a special place, where history, culture, and community come to-
gether in meaningful ways. Whether you’re visiting for the day or the weekend, 
there’s no better time to get out, explore, and be part of it all. To keep up with 
Nacogdoches and community events, check out our website at visitnacogdoches.
org/events and our “What’s Happening” poster included in this paper.

This Month in the 
Oldest Town in Texas

Natalee Dunn
CVB Creative Content Director 
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Lufkin Announced 
as 2026 Host Site for 
Global Leadership 
Summit Simulcast
	 The Lufkin/Angelina County Cham-
ber of Commerce is proud to announce 
that Lufkin will once again serve as an official host site for the Global Leadership 
Summit (GLS) 2026, bringing this world-class leadership experience directly to 
our community through a live simulcast.
	 Scheduled for August 6–7, 2026, the Global Leadership Summit will stream 
live from Willow Creek Community Church near Chicago to hundreds of host 
sites around the world, including right here in Lufkin. This two-day experience is 
designed to equip individuals, teams, and organizations with practical tools and a 
fresh perspective from a diverse lineup of globally recognized leaders.
	 “We are excited to continue serving as a simulcast host site for GLS 2026,” 
said Tara Watson-Watkins, President & CEO of the Lufkin/Angelina County 
Chamber of Commerce. “This event creates a unique opportunity for leaders 
across our region, business, education, nonprofit, faith, and government, to come 
together, grow together, and bring back ideas that make a real impact in our
community.”
	 The Global Leadership Summit features insights from world-class speakers, 
including CEOs, authors, innovators, and thought leaders, covering topics such 
as leadership development, team culture, resilience, and organizational health. 
Attendees can expect a high-impact experience while connecting with other local 
leaders.
	 Event Details:

• 	 What: Global Leadership Summit 2026 (Simulcast)
• 	 When: August 6–7, 2026
• 	 Where: Pitser Garrison Convention Center, Lufkin, TX
• 	 Presented by: The Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce in 	
	 partnership with the Global Leadership Network
• 	 Registration: LufkinTexas.org/Global-Leadership-Summit

	 Whether you’re leading a business, a team, a classroom, a nonprofit, or sim-
ply leading yourself, GLS 2026 is designed to help you grow your influence and 
lead with purpose.
	 For more information, sponsorship opportunities, or group registration de-
tails, contact the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce at 936-634-
6644 or visit LufkinTexas.org.

About the Global Leadership Summit:
	 The Global Leadership Summit is a premier leadership event broadcast each 
August to hundreds of locations across the United States and around the world. 
Hosted by the Global Leadership Network, the Summit exists to inspire and 
equip leaders with vision, courage, and practical skills to lead well in every area 
of life.

Leadership 
Starts Here
by Amanda Powell
Director of Marketing & Communications
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce

Gardening in the 
Merry Month of 
May
by Elaine Cameron, Angelina County Master Gardener

		 May is here with cool mornings and moderate temperatures making outdoor 
time enjoyable. Yards are emerald green with fresh new growth, and the birds add 
song to the day. It is time to finish spring gardening chores before the summer 
heat arrives.  
		 In the vegetable garden,  har-
vest vegetables, such as squash and 
cucumbers, before they get too big. 
The flavor of small vegetables is 
much better. As cool season crops 
such as potatoes and onions are har-
vested garden space will open up. 
Okra, southern peas, winter squash, 
and pumpkins may be planted with 
seeds. Ensure soil is evenly moist 
before planting and supplement rainfall with irrigation while the seedlings and 
young plants grow. Basil and rosemary plants may be planted with transplants. 
Here is the link to the vegetable planting guide for East Texas: 00_Vegetable-
Planning-Guide.pdf  
		 To have a bountiful harvest of tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants feed the 
plants on a regular schedule, and keep the soil evenly moist. About three weeks 
after planting sprinkle three teaspoons of a high nitrogen fertilizer (21-0-0)  
around each plant. Work into the top two inches of soil and water in well. Con-
tinue feeding the plants every three weeks. 
  	 Apply three inches of mulch to vegetable beds to control weeds and conserve 
moisture. Chopped leaves or pine straw are readily available and slowly decom-
pose to maintain the organic matter in vegetable beds. 
		 In flower beds remove winter and early spring annuals to make room for 
summer flowers. Add some compost, work it in, and water area before planting. 
Garden stores have lots of bedding plants available for either sun or shade. Plants 
that may be added to your beds now include lantanas, pentas, coleus, wax bego-
nias, and moss rose. Read the plant tags to learn whether they should be planted 
in sun or shade. Apply water soluble fertilizer when planting transplants and re-
peat in three weeks. 
		 Containers of tropical hibiscus and bougainvillea will add color all summer 
long. It’s time to plant caladium bulbs in containers or flower beds for color in the 
shade.
		 Annual flower seeds will stretch your garden dollars. Celosia, also known as 
cockscomb, cleome, globe amaranth, Mexican sunflower, sunflowers, and zin-
nias may all be sown directly into the flower garden now. Work a few inches of 
compost into the planting area and water well before planting. Follow the direc-
tions on the seed packet for planting depth and spacing. I place mesh bottomed 
plant trays over the areas where I have sown seeds to protect them from pets. 
When the seeds sprout and have true leaves remove the trays and thin the plants. 
When the seedlings are several inches tall mulch with chopped leaves to preserve 
moisture and deter weeds. 
		 Spring bulb foliage may be trimmed back when it turns yellow. The green 
foliage feeds the bulb for next year’s blooms. Spring blooming shrubs may be 
pruned now after they have finished blooming. If you prune later in the summer, 
you will be removing the buds for next spring. 
		 Fertilize beds of annuals, perennials, and ornamental grasses with a slow 
release fertilizer, follow label instructions and water well. Water hanging baskets 
and container ornamentals with a water soluble fertilizer every time you water. 
Every two weeks water with plain water until it runs out of the container to flush 
out excess salts. 
		 Angelina Master Gardeners will host “Mornings at the Market” on Satur-
day, May 16, 9:00 am until noon, under the arbor of their greenhouse in the 
Angelina County Farmers Market, at 2107 S. Medford Drive. You may bring 
your gardening questions and we will have information available for vegetables, 
and ornamentals. We are here to help with answers and information. 
           The Noon Gardening Program, hosted by Angelina AgriLife Extension and 
Angelina Master Gardeners, will be held on Tuesday, May 19, noon to 1:00 pm 
at the Extension office at 2201 S. Medford Drive in Lufkin. Jay White, owner and 
publisher of Texas Gardener magazine will be the guest speaker. Jay has a B.S. 
and M.S. in Agriculture and offers fast paced and entertaining lectures. His topic 
will be “Using Water Wisely in Home Gardens.” The  Noon Gardening program 
is free to the public, and you may bring your lunch. 

DON BLACK
FOR ANGELINA COUNTY ADVERTISING

709.505.4843
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Connecting the 
Dots Between 
Mental Health, 
Substance Use, 
and Prevention
	 Some struggles are easy to miss. They show up as stress that doesn’t go 
away, constant exhaustion, or habits that become harder to control over time. 
Over time, they can affect focus, relationships, and daily life.
	 Each May brings three important observances: Mental Health Awareness 
Month, Substance Use Disorder Treatment Month, and National Prevention 
Week. Together, they highlight the connection between emotional well-be-
ing, substance use, and the role of prevention across the community.
	 For some, that connection becomes very real.
James grew up in a small East Texas town where hard work and family were 
part of everyday life. After a back injury on the job, a doctor prescribed pain 
medication so he could keep working. At first, it helped. But when the pre-
scriptions ended, the pain did not.
	 What started as a way to manage physical discomfort slowly turned into 
something more. Someone suggested fentanyl as a stronger option. For a 
while, it seemed to help, but it eventually began to take hold.
	 James started missing work, and tension grew at home. “I told myself I 
had it under control,” he said. “But I was losing everything that mattered.”
	 After nearly overdosing alone in his truck, his supervisor stepped in, not 
to fire him, but to help. That moment became a turning point.
	 With support and treatment, James began rebuilding his life. It took time, 
structure, and support for both him and his family, but slowly, things began 
to change.
	 Today, he is back at work and active in his community. He shares his 
story when he can, especially in rural areas where silence often keeps people 
from reaching out. His experience reflects something many communities are 
working to understand more clearly: recovery is possible, and support makes 
a difference.
	 In East Texas, these challenges are not uncommon. Methamphetamine 
remains the number one substance of use among individuals seeking ser-
vices in the region, and youth continue to report higher rates of alcohol, 
tobacco, and marijuana use compared to the state average.
	 Mental health and substance use are closely connected, and many fami-
lies see that play out over time. Stress, anxiety, and difficult life situations 
can shape decisions in ways that are not always obvious at first.
	 Prevention does not always look like a program or presentation. It often 
starts with simple things, checking in, paying attention, and having honest 
conversations when something feels off. Those moments matter more than 
people realize.
	 When someone is struggling, reaching out can feel like the hardest step. 
Support like counseling, peer groups, and medical care can help people get 
back on steady ground, one step at a time.
	 Communities grow stronger when people look out for each other.
May is a good time to stay informed, pay attention, and learn about available 
resources.
	 The Alcohol and Drug Awareness Council remains committed to provid-
ing education, prevention programs, and resources that support long-term 
well-being across Deep East Texas.
	 For more information about local programs and services, visit adacdet.org.

Paige Bentley, Public Relations Coordinator
Region 5 Prevention Resource Center
Alcohol & Drug Awareness Council
(936) 634-5753 Ext 8771
ADAC serves the following counties: Angelina, Hardin, Houston, Jasper, Jef-
ferson, Nacogdoches, Newton, Orange, Polk, Sabine, San Augustine, San 
Jacinto, Shelby, Trinity, and Tyler.
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Mike Renfroe
Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139

Night (936)  569-0577

2900 SE Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service
etwplcr@suddenlinkmail.com

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and 
Best Security 

Systems Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches
for 45 Years

• Commercial, 
 Residential & 
 Auto Lock and  
 Key Services

• Commercial &   
 Residential 
 Security Systems

B04647
ACR-1151

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.569.4393     aroundthetowntodd@gmail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.usAroundTheTown.us          AroundTheTown@mail.com
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	 NAC’s Falling Star Gallery is proud to host the first solo show for Carol 
Leigh Eaton Walsh - “Monkey Brain: 
No Rhyme Nor Reason.” The exhibition 
will feature vivid, colorful paintings from 
multiple eras from her painting journey. 
The show opens Saturday, May 2, 2-4pm 
with a reception with the artist in atten-
dance. The show continues Saturdays 
11-4 through June 13.
	 The same weekend is a preview of 
the 3rd Annual Naco Verde Upcycled Art 
Competition. Over 20 entries are includ-
ed this year and will be on display at the 
NAC Annex, 141 Walker Avenue, behind the brewery. The show will be open 
Saturday, May 2 noon-4 for viewing and voting. The show will be open May 9 
from 11-2 with prizes awarded at 1:30. Prizes are provided by Muddy Pants
Pottery!
	 NAC wants to thank Better Together and Texas Commission on the arts for 
grant support for our summer theatre and arts Kids Camps. Get details here: 
nacartscollab.com/kids-camps.
	 Paint & Sip with artist Jenny Stokes! May 9 at the NAC Annex. $30/per per-
son or $55 for 2, wine and snacks included. Check out details on our website.
	 A special Blueberry NAC Arts Market will be in our parking lot on June 13.  
Reserve your vendor spot before we fill up! 

Meet Carol Eaton Walsh!
	 Carol must be one of the busiest women 
in Nacogdoches. She leads an hour-long tai 
chi exercise class at the public library twice 
a week. She is the proprietor of a wonderful 
“metaphysical supply” shop called Widder-
shin Cottage at 404 Bremond Street that’s 
open Thursdays through Saturdays, selling 
eclectic vintage décor, herbs, incense, wind-
chimes, antique treasures and much more. 
She looks after nine cats who live in the three 
houses on her property. And when time per-
mits, she works in her home studio on her playful colorful paintings. “I don’t get 
to do it as much as I’d like,” Carol said with a grin. Her upcoming show, opening 
Saturday, May 2 at Falling Star Gallery is called “Monkey Brain: No Rhyme Nor 
Reason.” It is her very first solo art exhibition.

	 Born in Lufkin, Carol moved to Nacog-
doches as a child when her parents found 
employment here. They loved hunting for 
antiques and they would take their daughter 
along. “My appreciation of artistry began 
early. I remember the first piece I bought 
for myself— I was five— a very intricate-
ly carved shelf unit, that I still have in my 
bathroom.” Her mother and grandmother 
loved to draw and taught her how. Her mom 
was also instrumental in fostering Carol’s 
artistic education by purchasing a season 
ticket every year to the SFA artist series for 
her daughter. “She would drop me off and I 
would go to the dance recital or the opera or 
the play or the art exhibit and come home 
enriched! And inspired!”
	 “By the time I was 13, I was driven to 
make stuff. I had an easel and paints and 
most importantly, a BERET!” she laughs. 
“And I was creating all the time. If any-
one had asked me at that moment, I’d have 
said that I was a professional artist. My first 
painting was a huge still life that my mother 
hung over the sideboard in the dining room. 
I haven’t stopped since.” Carol holds a 

BFA, an MA and an MFA all from Stephen F. Austin State University, and all 
focused on painting. “I taught art for a bit, but the buyer and seller in me decided 
there were better ways for me to stay creative.” For a long time, Carol dealt in 
antique dolls and traveled the country for business, but ultimately, she wanted to 
stay home with her beloved husband, the late Brendan Walsh, and pursue other 
creative interests, including painting.
	 “Creative expression is such an important part of life. It’s one reason I sup-
port the Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative and their mission to expand the arts 

NAC  ARTS  
COLLABORATIVE  News
CONNECTING COMMUNITY | SUPPORTING ARTISTS

scene in our lovely little town.” Carol’s work will be for sale at the gallery. Fall-
ing Star Gallery is open Saturdays 11-4 and “Monkey Brain” will run through 
Saturday, June 13.
	 Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative is located inside Williamsburg Plaza, 320 
North Street. Falling Star Gallery @ NAC is in Suite 306 and is open Saturdays 
from 11-4 or by appointment by texting 917-209-1050. We are also an easy walk 
from downtown at 415 N. Fredonia Street, one block north of the Fredonia Hotel.  
The NAC Annex is at 141 Walker Avenue behind the Fredonia Brewery.

Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in Nacogdoches and encouraging artists of all disciplines to thrive.

	 Award-winning artist Lennie Garrett Sawyer, a Garrison native, will present 
a show and sale of her works Saturday, May 9, at Naca Valley Vineyard.
	 She will be exhibiting her artwork from noon to 9 p.m. Lennie, who paints 
primarily in the medium of oil/acrylic, placed first in the Livingston Art League 
2026 Spring Members’ Only show in her division in March with her entry, “A 
Storm is Brewing.” She also won second in her division for “Safe Harbor.” At the 
same show, she garnered an honorable mention in her division with “Butterfly’s 
Delight.” Judge was M. Kate Bocherding from Sam Houston State University.
	 In 2025, her paintings, “Checking on the Crops” and “Garden Party” placed 
first and second in her division at the Livingston Art League members’ only fall 
show. She also won first and second at the spring 2025 Livingston juried show as 
a novice with her work, “Road to Glory,” which was the Mayor’s Choice Award. 
“A Bucket of Gold,” depicting a bucket of sunflowers, won third in her division 
at the same show. Judge was Cheryl Evans of University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
Because of her wins in the juried show, Lennie was eligible to enter the Lone Star 
Art Guild show for statewide chapters as a new artist and got honorable mention 
for two of her paintings in her division 
 	 At her appearance at Naca Valley Vineyard, located at 9897 Fm 1878, in Na-
cogdoches, she will hold drawings between the hours of 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. for gift 
card prizes of Naca Valley’s award-winning wines, Andy’s wood-fired pizza and 
one of her original paintings. Persons must be 21 or older to enter and be present 
to receive the gifts.
	 “When I went to college, I had an art teacher who advised that ‘you need to 
find something else to do because you are NOT an artist,’” Lennie said. So, she 
proceeded throughout the years working and making a living. She added that she 
was at a stage in her 70s when she was 
retired, bored and spent all of her time 
staying home. Her husband, Buz, told 
her he “thought I needed a hobby and 
gifted me with an acrylic art set for 
my birthday.” Her life changed from 
that point and she has since spent vir-
tually every day since then abandon-
ing housework and spending her time 
glued to YouTube, watching tutorials, 
taking art lessons from art profession-
als and more. “It opened up a world 
that had been locked inside me for 
generations,” she said. “I gravitated 
to acrylic landscapes because their 
colors, shapes and movement touched 
me. “
	 She now sees the world through a 
different lens. “I see something now and
ask myself, ‘What story does this tell?’”
She is indebted to her husband for giv-
ing her the avenue for her creative process. Her goal is to branch out to other ar-
tistic mediums to expand her knowledge and become a more well-rounded artist.
	 A resident of Lake Livingston, Lennie is a graduate of Garrison High School 
and attended Panola College and SFASU. She worked in the medical field for 
30 years in surgery and as a private surgical nurse for orthopedic surgeons. She 
capped off her working years in public education as a paraprofessional in the 
middle school special education department.
	 She believes in “giving back” and has donated her works to the Polk County 
Beautification and Recycling Fundraiser, and participated in Livingston Trades 
Days and Downtown Livingston Main Street Art Walk with her local chapter of 
the Livingston Art League where she now serves as secretary.

Lennie Garrett 
Sawyer Presents 
Show May 9

“Night Sentinel,” an acrylic by artist Len-
nie Garrett Sawyer, a native of Garrison, 
is among her works on exhibit May 9 from 
noon to 9 p.m. at Naca Valley Vineyard.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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Nacogdoches Church Directory

Agape Life Church — 3500 North Street #3, 75965 — 936.559.3081 

Antioch Baptist Church — 1421 Greer Street, 75961 — 936.569.7432 

Apostolic Lighthouse — 1801 Durst Street 

Appleby Baptist Church — 13995 US-59, 75965 

Appleby Church of Christ — 10494 FM 941, 75965 — 936.564.9792

Austin Heights Baptist Church — 2806 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.0818 

Bethel Temple Church of God in Christ — 1716 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, 75961 — 	
936.305.5138

Bethelem Mission — 125 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.564.6278 

Bonita Methodist Church — 10303 Hwy 259 @ Central Heights — 936.560.2028

Calvary Baptist Church — 3732 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.4539 

Calvary Pentecostal Church — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Cariker Street Seventh-day Adventist Church— 909 Cariker Street, 75961 — 936.564.2197 

Centro De Vida Cristiana — 2933 Hunter Street, 75964 — 936.615.4753 

Christ Episcopal Church — 502 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 936.564.0421 

Christian Life Center | Pentecostal Church — 2604 Stallings Drive N, 75964 — 936.560.1431 

Church of Christ — 3831 NE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Corner Post Cowboy Church — 8151 FM 1638, 75964 — 936.645.0123 

Davis Memorial Church of God — 1614 Gasaway Rd, 75964 — 936.564.8401 

Eastside United Pentecostal Church — 3801 Center Rd, 75961 — 936.564.6432 

Fairview United Methodist Church — 6296 TX-21, 75961 

Faith Temple Church — 217 Sweetgum Street, 75961 — 936.559.1502 

First Baptist Church — 411 North Street, 75961 — 936.564.7379

First Christian Church — 702 Mound Street, 75961 — 936.564.7389

First Pentecostal Church — 1622 Douglass Rd, 75964 — 936.569.6784 

First United Methodist Church — 201 E Hospital Street, 75961 — 936.564.8308 

Forest Pine Church — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 936.564.8386 

Glory Gang — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 —1.855.456.7944 

Godtel Ministries — 330 E. Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7914 

Gospel Assembly Church — 2916 Lilly Street, 75964 — 936.219.0251 

Grace Baptist Church — 4120 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.552.8988 

Grace Bible Church — 2305 Raguet Street, 75965 — 936.564.8867 

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church — SE Loop 224, 75961 — 936.559.0952 

Gravel Ridge Missionary Baptist Church — 7425 FM 225, 75964 

Greater Faith Tabernacle — 2800 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.564.6835 

Harmonia Baptist Church — 2547 Old Post Oak Rd, 75965 — 936.552.1956 

Harmony Baptist Church — 268 County Rd 726, 75964 — 936.569.7381

Harvest Point Church — 2708 South Street, 75964 — 936.569.9342 

Heritage Primitive Baptist Church — 128 Hunt Street, 75965 — 936.554.0102 

High Praise Tabernacle — 1607 Douglass Rd, 75964 

Iglesia Bautista Cristiana — 1917 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.462.8692 

Iglesia Bautista Vida Eterna — 2612 Williams Street, 75964 — 936.462.0719 

Iglesia Evangelica Cristiana Espiritual — 501 Lenwood Drive, 75964 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church — 	1422 County Rd 724, 75964 — 936.560.3200 

Impact Cowboy Church of Nacogdoches — 415 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.569.8559 

International Church of Nacogdoches — 1610 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.7265 

Iron Wheel Baptist Church — 820 1st Street, 75961 — 	936.569.8358 

Jacob’s Memorial Cogic — 1717 Castleberry Street, 75961 — 936.564.7493 

Johnson Chapel CME Church — 614 3rd Street, 75961 — 936.569.9703 

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses — 2832 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.560.6571 

Life Church — 702 N University Drive, 75961 — 936.205.5956 

Little Zion Baptist Church — 305 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.4577 

Macedonia Baptist Church — 169 County Rd 719, 75964 — 936.564.3148 

Martinsville Baptist Church — 10892 FM 95, 75961 — 	936.554.1344 

Miracle Tabernacle — 3214 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.4624.8575 

Mosaic Church | Nacogdoches — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.615.3199 

Mt Moriah Baptist Church — 1413 Powers Street, 75964 — 936.564.3058 

Mt-Zion Baptist Church — 3767 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.554.7294 

Nacogdoches Bible Fellowship — 2220 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7077 

Nacogdoches Christian Fellowship — 1701 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.560.1948 

Nacogdoches Community Church / Victory Fellowship — 1907 Stallings Drive N, 75964 	
— 936.569.2720

Nacogdoches First Church of the Nazarene — 211 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 		
936.305.5351 

Nacogdoches Korean Baptist Church — 1711 South Street, 75964 — 972.632.0560 

Nacogdoches Seventh-day Adventist Church — 4407 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1905 

New Birth Fellowship Church — 2910 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.569.7334 

New Creation Nations Christian Center — 3806 NW Stallings Drive, 75964 

New Hope Baptist Church — 819 Ritchie Street, 75961 — 936.225.8580 

New Hope Methodist Church — 5301 E Main Street, 75961 — 936.564.7693 

New Life Christian Fellowship — 4111 FM 1878, 75965 — 936.674.7339 

North Street Church of Christ — 3914 North Street, 75965 — 936.564.2471 

Northpointe Church of God — 3900 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.560.2358

Northwood Baptist Church — 3224 NE Stallings Drive, 75965 — 936.564.2969

Oak Grove Baptist Church — 2603 SE Stallings Drive, 75961 — 936.569.0756

Old North Baptist Church — 332 County Rd 205, 75965

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church — 4401 Old Lufkin Rd, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Pine Flat CME Church — 899 FM 3228, 75961 — 936.564.4224

Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church — 4922 FM 2864, 75965 — 936.559.5445

Power Of The Word — 1501 Industrial Drive, 75964

Redeemer Lutheran Church — 2306 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.6729

Redemption Baptist Church — 3716 South Street, 75964 — 936.414.6777

Rey De Reyes Iglesia Cristiana — 1705 SW Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.462.8008

Rock Springs Church — 203 County Rd 819, 75964

Sacred Heart Catholic Church — 2508 Appleby Sand Rd, 75965 — 936.564.7807

Sandy Ridge Church — 75964

Saint Paisios the Athonite Orthodox Christian Mission — 614 E Starr Ave, 75961 — 	
936.622.0622

Saints Temple Church of God in Christ — 2604 Ellis Street, 75964 — 936.560.3506

Shady Grove Baptist Church — 2548 FM 2112, 75961 — 936.560.2721

Shawnee Church of Christ — 612 Shawnee Street, 75961 — 936.564.2103

Southside Church of Christ — 3738 S Fredonia Street, 75964 — 936.559.1800

Stallings Drive Baptist Church — 728 SE Stallings Drive, 75964 — 936.564.2075

Star Hope Baptist Church — 2305 Looneyville Rd, 75964 — 936.564.1369

St James Baptist Church — 2633 Canyon Street, 75964 — 936.564.7887

St Mary’s Chapel — 215 College Street, 75965 — 936.564.0661

St Matthew Church — 2720 Matthew Street, 75964

St Paul’s Methodist Church — 601 Moore Street, 75961 — 936.564.3585

Stonewall Fellowship Church — 1303 S University Drive, 75961 — 936.587.9895

Sunset Galilee Missionary Baptist Church — 1609 S Rayburn Drive, 75961 — 		
936.564.3853 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — 3307 Center Rd, 75961 — 		
936.564.0687

The Citizen Nac — 108 N Lanana Street, 75961 — 936.237.6395

Timber Creek Church — 3801 North Street, 75965 — 936.632.3540

Trawick Presbyterian Church — 4410 SH 204, 75964 — 254.702.0100

Union Cross Missionary Baptist Church — 2905 Old Tyler Rd, 75964 — 936.564.9838

University Church — 2505 North Street, 75965 — 936.205.3100

Vineyard Church — 4140 FM 1878, 75961 — 936.564.4600

Westminster Presbyterian Church — 903 North Street, 75961— 936.564.0203

Westside Missionary Baptist Church — 3109 Durst Street, 75964 — 936.564.0713

Woden United Pentecostal Church — 136 Rankin Rd, 75961 — 936.560.2733

Zion Hill First Baptist Church — 324 N Lanana Street, 75961

SPONSORED BY

Cason Monk-Metcalf
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5400 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75965

936-564-7333
“Serving The Nacogdoches 

Community With Honor
and Dignity Since 1893”
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FREE NAC NEWS 24/7!

Don’t miss your news from Nacogdoches!
Create an easy shortcut on your

iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS

PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS

NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS

WEATHER
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The Nacogdoches Shrine Club 
Building is available for event rentals.

We can accommodate 250 people.  
Tables and chairs available.

Large paved parking lot.

208 CR 703 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Rental Managers:
Michael and Leshia Harrell

936-404-1776
We are seeking new members!

Shrine Contacts:
Robert Parrish 936-645-2883 cell; 936-560-4881 home

Calvin Taylor 936-591-1580 

COMMUNITY NEWS ITEMS

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$15.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Now accepting Credit Cards 
and Debit Cards for 

admission and at the bar.

May 1, 2: The 18th Annual Historic El Camino 
Real Sale on the Trail from Crockett to Natchitoches, 
LA. Find treasures beyond measure over 100 miles 
of bargains including flea markets, storefront sales, 
antiques, boutique stops, food trucks, fundraisers, 
yard sales, sidewalk clearances, farmers markets all 
along S.H. 21 (in TX) & 7 (in LA). Add this stop to 
your route & SHOP ALTO! Booths set up in town on 
highway 21 with the Lions Club HUGE parking lot 
sale & an animal rescue fundraiser. Two states, eight 
cities, and 111 miles of shopping exploration.

May 14: Alto EDC’s “Alto Health for All” 
webinar at 12 pm. *LIVE* via Facebook, 
but Zoom in with us also for May’s edi-
tion of health, wellness, and safety. Fea-
tured speaker this month is Texas A&M 
AgriLife. Watch April’s recording on 
Facebook.com/alto.edc/reels & follow 
(or add) us for updates & news.

MAY 2nd THRU JULY 31, 2026
AMERICA 250! COMMUNITY EVENT

KICK-OFF MAY 2nd
10 AM @ back of CVB

Everyone is invited to bring your friends and come 
inside to view Texas’ contribution to Freedom 
From Britain for the United States of America

Sponsored by Nacogdoches Chapter DAR

FREE MEAL
What: Free meal, water, coffee and Bibles for anyone.
When: May 10, 2026, Sunday Mother’s Day
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 or later
Where: 102 North Street and Main, Nacogdoches
Johnson Furniture loading dock area, next to Firestone.
Why: To show the love of Jesus.
We will have this every second Sunday of each month. This month’s meal will 
be hamburgers, beef hot dogs, veggies, condiments, chips and cake.
FREE for everyone.
If you would like prayer, we will pray with you or we have a prayer box.
“Friends of Jesus”
Thanks to Randy Johnson for allowing us to use his property at Johnson Furniture.
Thanks to David Stallings for allowing us to advertise.

LET US HELP 
PUBLICIZE YOUR 

EVENT!
If your church, service 

organization or non-profit has 
an upcoming event or 

fundraiser,
please send to 

AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact 

phone number.

  

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
	 Classmates from 1965-66 reunite on Saturday, April 18 at Ap-
pleby Sand Mercantile Café. Pictured from left to right are Henry 
Childers, David Campbell, Joe Ramsey, David Stallings, James 
Aston and Hyman Boozer.
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Shelby County Church Directory

CENTER:
Abundant Love Ministries — 1426 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 972.598.8060 
Arcadia Church of Christ — 75935 
Blount Chapel Baptist Church — 298 CR 3760, 75935 — 936.598.5362
(Temporarily Closed) 
Bright Morning Baptist Church — 623 Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4560 
Called Out Church — 1077 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2333 
Carroll’s Chapel CME Church — 302 FM 2694, 75935 — 936.598.2260 
Central Baptist Church — 909 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3642
Center Christian Church — SH 87, 75935 — 936.598.2645 
Center Christian Fellowship — 75935 
Center Church of Christ — 110 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.2945 
Center Church of the Nazarene — 400 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3785 
Center First Pentecostal Church — 610 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3646 
Center Missionary Baptist Church — 443 Moffett Drive, 75935 
Clever Creek Baptist Church — 199 CR 1042 at FM 417 West, 75935 
CME Church Lanetown — 3709 FM 711, 75935 — 936.288.0434 
East Liberty Church — 75935 
First Baptist Church — 117 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.5605 
First Christian Church — 124 Cora Street, 75935 — 936.598.3512 
First Methodist Church — 211 Porter Street, 75935 — 936.598.2707 
First Pentecostal Church-Jesus — 480 FM 2026, 75935 — 936.598.4276 
Good Hope Church — 75935
Heritage Baptist Church — 1001 Tenaha Street, 75935 — 936.332.0310 
Hillcrest Baptist Church — 901 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.2704
HORAM — 205 Church Street, 75935 
House of Refuge Ministries — 215 Church Street, 75935 — 936.591.8941
Iglesia Apostolic de la Fe en Cristo Jesus — 176 US 96, 75935 — 9156.706.6236
Iglesia Bautista Misionera Getsemani — 204 Travis Street, 75935 — 936.634.8341 
James Church of Christ — 4873 SH 7, 75935 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses–Center — 3751 Loop 500 E, 75935 
Lone Star Baptist Church — 2026 SH 87 S, 75935 — 936.598.5396 
Loop 500 Church of Christ — 3216 Loop 500, 75935 — 409.382.0535  
McClelland Community Church — 733 CR 2571, 75935 
Mt Zion CME Church — Martin Luther King Drive, 75935 — 936.598.4059 
Neuville Baptist Church — 1258 FM 2140, 75935 
New Hope Church — 1986 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.598.3500 
New Life Church — 822 Hurst Street, 75935 — 936.598.3286 
North Jericho Church — 335 CR 3671, 75935 
Northside Church of Christ — 192 US 96, 75935 — 936.332.9872 
Open Door Baptist Church — 900 Cotton Ford Rd, 75935 — 936.590.9454 
Primera Iglesia Bautista — 615 Loop 500, 75935 
Providence Missionary Baptist Church — 1129 CR 1265, 75935 — 318.230.1415 
Revival Tabernacle — 2398 SH 87 N, 75935 — 936.280.4790 
Sardis Pentecostal Family Life — 430 CR 3054, 75935 — 936.598.5010 
Shelby County Outreach — 906 Shelbyville Street, 75935 — 936.598.4990 
Southview Family Church — 1229 Southview Circle, 75935 
Stepstones Ministry International — 101 Hurst Street, 75935 — 254.718.5040 
St Johns Baptist Church — 2308 CR 2050, 75935 — 936.598.4769 
St John’s Episcopal Church — 1063 Southview Circle, 75935 — 936.598.4101 
St Paul Missionary Baptist Church — 617 Hopkins Street, 75935 
St Therese Catholic Church — 717 FM 2974, 75935 — 936.505.8402 
The Luke Church, Inc. at San Augustine Texas — 1110 Tenaha Street, Suite 2, 75935 — 
936.679.2060 
Todd Spring Baptist Church — Old San Augustine Hwy, 75935 — 936.591.0300 
Triumph Church — 908 Daniels Street, 75935 — 936.598.8982 

JOAQUIN: 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church — 13127 SH 7, 75954 
FBC Haslam — 154 CR 3590, 75954 — 936.269.3587 
First Baptist Church — 100 Connell Ferry Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3582 
Friendship Baptist Church — 6796 US 84, 75954 — 936.269.4056 

Friendship Missionary Baptist — 140 CR 3569, 75954 — 936.269.3132 
Hosanna Full Gospel Church — 7619 SH 198, 75954 — 903.848.0737 
Jackson Missionary Baptist Church — 11120 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.3370
Joaquin United Methodist Church — 105 Faulkville Rd, 75954 — 936.269.3661
Lone Cedar Church — 75954 
The Pentecostals of Joaquin — 11113 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4245
Willow Grove Community Church — 4635 CR 3790, 75954 — 936.269.4756
Word of Faith Outreach Center — 12413 SH 7, 75954 — 936.269.4133

SHELBYVILLE:
Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church — 674 CR 2582, 75973 — 936.368.7195 
East Hamilton Church — 7325 FM 2261, 75973 
Ephesus Church — 75973  — 936.332.4001 
First Baptist Church of Shelbyville — 5030 SH 87 S, 75973 — 936.598.7348 
Lone Star Church — 75973
Lydia Missionary Baptist Church — 14998 FM 139, 75973 — 936.368.2462
Patroon Baptist Church — 310 FM 2261, 75973 — 936.275.2977
Shelbyville Methodist Church — 252 FM 417, 75973 — 936.598.7388
Smyna Church — 177 CR 2450, 75973 — 936.368.2457 
Toleda Bend Baptist Mission — 2543 FM 3172, 75973 — 936.368.7252

TENAHA:
Benford Chapel Baptist Church — 126 Martin Luther King Street, 75974 — 936.248.2916 
Bobo Church — 1411 CR 4648, 75974 
Bright Morning Star Baptist — RR 2, 75974 — 936.248.3002 
First Baptist Church — 200 S George Bowers Drive, 75974 — 936.248.3207
House of Prayer Church and Campground — 526 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.332.3087 
Iglesia Bautista El Olam — 2998 US 84, 75974 
Iglesia Bautista Monte Sinai — 200 Towneast Rd, 75974 — 936.248.3075 
Iglesia Nueva Esperanza — 8001 US 96, 75974 
International Missionary — 645 CR 4356, 75974 — 936.591.9112 
Old Center Baptist Church — 7086 FM 699, 75974 — 936.248.2796 
Old Home Church — 75974
Pleasant Hill Church — 2010 FM 2660, 75974 
Ramah Church — 75974 — 936.248.6432
St John Missionary Baptist Church — 102 Booker T. Washington Drive, 75974 — 
936.248.2999 
Tenaha United Methodist Church — US 84, 75974 — 936.248.2246 
Woods New Hope Baptist Church — 120 CR 425, 75974
Woods United Methodist Church — 75974

TIMPSON:
Buena Vista Missionary Baptist — 1943 FM 1645, 75975 — 936.254.3235
Clayton Temple Church of God — Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.9898 
Corinth Baptist Church — FM 1979, 75975 
Countryside Cowboy Church — 408 US 59, 75975 
County Line Baptist Church — RR 2 Box 97, 75975 — 903.898.2499 
East Texas Baptist Family Ministry — 75975 — 903.822.3474 
Epiphany Catholic Mission — 3072 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.9662 
First Christian Church — 811 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.3389 
Good Hope Baptist Church — 1813 FM 2667, 75975 — 936.254.9294 
Messiah Baptist Church — 459 Ross Graves Drive, 75975 — 936.254.3702 
Mount Olive Church — 75975 
Pleasant Grove Church — 1440 CR 1470, 75975 
Smith Chapel Baptist Church — 919 CR 4704, 75975 
Smyrna Baptist Church — 100 Francis Street, 75975 — 936.254.3613 
Timpson First Assembly of God — 652 Houston Street, 75975 — 936.254.3178 
Timpson First Baptist Church— 715 N 2nd Street, 75975 — 936.254.2220           
Timpson First Methodist Church — 312 Austin Street, 75975 — 936.254.3428 
Timpson Missionary Baptist Church — 2142 US 59, 75975 — 903.692.0716 
Weaver Church — 75901 
Woodland Christian Church — 220 US 59, 75975 — 936.254.2894                                

SPONSORED BY

YOUR BUSINESS CAN SPONSOR THIS PAGE
REACH MORE THAN 16,000 READERS EACH MONTH
ONLY $300 PER MONTH FOR THIS SPACE

PHONE SHARON ROBERTS @
936.552.6758 FOR INFO
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