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Sting Ray Anthony 
Coming to Pines 
Theater in March
What:  Sting Ray Anthony ‘Jukebox Rocks’
            Special guests ‘Shake Rattle & Roll
When: March 31  7:00 pm
Where:  Pines Theater Lufkin, Texas	

	 Do you remember saddle shoes and poodle skirts? How about jukeboxes and 
cars with fins?
	 Sting Ray Anthony does–although in 
the 1950s, he wasn’t even a gleam in his 
father’s eye yet. 
	 But for Trinidad-born, Canada-raised 
Anthony, it was love at first listen. 
	 His mother, as it happens, was a bit 
more modern than his father (who favored 
the standard bearers of the previous era, 
such as Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin). 
She was into rock and roll.
	 “When I was around eight or nine,” 
says Anthony, “my mom turned me onto 
the rock and roll stuff.” He then proceeded 
to buy and listen to every Elvis Presley re-
cording he could.
	 Anthony turned his love of music into a passion for playing. He got to play-
ing rock and roll music around town and was doing quite well. Then, the movie 
La Bamba came out.
	 It was a biopic of the late young California musician who was hitting the 
charts in the early 1960s with songs that touched a generation, Ritchie Valens. 
The movie starred Lou Diamond Phillips, and changed the course of Anthony’s 
career.
	 “I was already out there playing,” says Anthony, “and when the movie came 
out, people started saying, ‘hey, you look like the guy from La Bamba!’
	 With his uncanny resemblance to Lou Diamond Phillips, Anthony literally 
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Chamber Recognizes
the Passing of Two 
Local Legends!
by C. Wayne Mitchell
IOM, Prsident & CEO - 
Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce

	 In recent weeks, the Nacogdoches County
Chamber of Commerce and Nacogdoches
Community lost two individuals that made 
major contributions to the growth and devel-
opment of our city.
	 Joyce Mae Bright Swearingen was the 
first woman to serve as President of the Na-
cogdoches County Chamber of Commerce. 
Although I never had the opportunity or privi-
lege to serve with Joyce, the positive impact 
she had on the Chamber and Nacogdoches 
community can still be felt today.
	 In addition to her Chamber involvement, 
Joyce was involved in the Nacogdoches Area United Way; SFA Foundation; 
Friends of Music; the Heritage Festival and many, many other organizations.
	 Her involvement in the creation of the Fredonia Hotel and Convention     Cen-

ter in the 1950’s and so many other projects 
continue to benefit Nacogdoches today. 
	 As my friend Betty Shinn said recently, 
“Her thumbprint will continue for ages here.”

 	 Dr. Leon Hallman was very active in 
the Nacogdoches County Chamber of Com-
merce and many other organizations. 
	 He and his wife Patsy created the Texas 
Blueberry Festival over 30 years ago and this 
event has become one of the Chamber’s major 
initiatives.
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brings Valens’ music and more back to life. 
	 There are cover artists. There are tribute artists. There are even look-alike 
impersonators.
	   But if you want to see the real thing, there is Sting Ray Anthony and his Juke 

Box Rock show.
	   For those who long to relive the 50s 
and 60s music of their own youth, and 
those who are discovering it for the first 
time, Anthony presents a legendary line-
up of songs of the era.
	    “I’ve been very fortunate to help keep 
Ritichie’s memory alive,” says Anthony, 
“and play all kinds of rock and roll.” An-
thony has been able to meet and work 
with several performers of the era, and 
help introduce them to a new generation 
of fans.
	    “I’ve gotten to play on the biggest
stages and befriend my heroes,” says 
a proud Anthony, “Just last week I met 
James Burton (famously known for 
working with Elvis); I’ve met and played 
with and befriended just about everyone 

who played with Elvis and in that era, including Chubby Checker, Bill Medley, 
Peter Noone, Frankie Avalon, and even Valens’ sister, Connie.”
	 Perhaps the most touching meeting, though, has been Anthony’s encounter 
at a show in York, Pennsylvania. Gil Rocha, the only surviving member of The 
Silhouettes (Valens’ original band), was moved to tears of gratitude to Anthony 
for keeping Valens’ music alive. 
	 “The bottom line of this whole thing that we do here,” says Anthony, “is to 
keep the music and the memory alive; the music is dying out, the radio doesn’t 
play it anymore.”
	 Anthony says his show is old 
school, it’s entertaining. He talks to 
the audience and encourages them to 
sing along. “You wanna get up and 
dance,” he smiles, “That’s why I’m 
here–to entertain you!”
	 “It’s not a serious show,” says An-
thony, “I like to have fun! That’s why I 
keep playing this music … by the time 
you leave this show you’re gonna be 
rock and rolling out the door; bringing 
out the spirit again!”
 	 Along with the vocals of all-girl 
do-wop band, Shake Rattle and Roll, 
it promises to be a fun-filled night of 
rock and roll music. The Multi-Award 
Winning International 50s & 60s 
Tribute Show Group Shake Rattle & Roll will make you stop, drop and roll with 

laughter as they take you back to a time 
of innocence with their comedy and hula 
hooping skills. They will bring back old 
memories and sing your favorite songs 
of the past with their beautiful harmony 
and choreographed moves.                         	

	 	      Special guest Colin Dexter will also
perform his incredible tribute to Roy  
Orbison.

	       For reservations call Steve Fountain 
at 832-312-0074 or email stevemdxelvis
@gmail.com.

STING RAY ANTHONY LOCAL LEGENDS
	 This event has brought thousands of visitors to Nacogdoches and generated 
millions of dollars of revenue for our businesses and organizations. It is fair to 
say that this event has put Nacogdoches on the map.
	 I had the opportunity to meet with Dr. Hallman and talk about the early days 
of the Texas Blueberry Festival. His passion and commitment to Nacogdoches 
were evident.
	 The Texas Blueberry Festival is just the tip of the iceberg when discussing 
Dr. Hallman’s community activities. He was involved in many organizations and 
was a recognized community leader.

 	 These wonderful community leaders will be missed and we will long remem-
ber the many contributions they made to the Nacogdoches community.

$50 prize each month 
for best recipe submitted 

TO 
RECIPES 

FROM AROUND THE TOWN & BEYOND! 
Read the paper now at 

www.aroundthetown.us/reci pes 

CONTEST RULES 

To be considered, recipes cannot be copied from 
a cookbook or publication. They cannot be an at­
tachment or a scanned copy of a handwritten or 
typed recipe. They must be typed out in the body 
of an email message. Only one recipe per month 
per person will be permitted for consideration. If 
you wish to submit more than one recipe, please 
designate which recipe is for the judging. Recipes 
will be published as space allows for them. Once 
available space is filled, any additional recipes 
will be held over until the next month. Email rec­
ipes to AroundTheTown@mail.com no later than 
the 20th of each month preceding publication on 
the 1st. 

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS

FREE!AROUND the TOWN
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CALL OR TEXT 936-559-1400 OR EMAIL HIEC.ETX@GMAIL.COM

WANT $$ BACK FROM WANT $$ BACK FROM 
SOCIAL SECURITY?SOCIAL SECURITY?HEALTH

INSURANCE
ENROLLMENT CENTER

For Ages 0 - 100

Jim Roberts: Broker

Representing:
Blue Cross Blue Shield, United Healthcare,

Aetna, Cigna, Humana & many others

        facebook.com/HIECatNAC
We now offer Medicare 

Advantage Plans in this area 
with the “Part B Giveback”

Special Deadline March 31, 2023!

FEB. 17,18,19, 2023 

GUN &
KNIFE SHOW

G & S Promotions
918-659-2201 • www.gunshowtrader.com

$1 OFF
ADMISSION

WITH THIS AD

Large Selection of
New & Used Rifles,

Shotguns & Handguns

NACOGDOCHES, TX 
Expo Center

3805 NW Stallings Drive
Fri. 4-8pm; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 9am-4pm

$10 Admission

Buy
Sell

Trade

$2 OFF ADMISSION
for Active Duty & Retired 

Military w/ID

February 17-19

• GUNS

• KNIVES

• AMMO

• ACCESSORIES
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Lamp-Lite Theatre
Presents Getting Legit
	 Lamp-Lite Theatre presents the premier of Ken Untiedt’s GETTING LE-
GIT,  Friday & Saturday, February 10th, 11th, 17th, & 18th, 7:30 pm, and Sunday, 
February 12th & 19th, 2:00 pm, at Lamp-Lite Theatre. The fourth production of 
Lamp-Lite’s 50th PURE GOLD SEASON. The lives of the Hardin family, Ken 
Untiedt, Tiffany Gauntt, Peyton Lewis, and Grayson Rhoden, are disrupted 
when a young woman, Kymberleigh Deen, visits them searching for answers 
to her past, meeting for the first time a 
father who doesn’t even know she exists. 
As he accepts the truth of their relation-
ship, he must contend with how it affects 
his wife and children, as well as extended 
family, co-workers, and friends, played 
by Dixie Thompson, Nikolaas Van Kley, 
Rob McDermand, Phillip Dean, Olivia 
Mossier, Rees Runnels, and Patrick Lewis.
	 Bill Small serves as assistant director,
Jon Gauntt as stage manager, Brian
Oswald lights, and Steve Chandler sound.
Gina Jones is master carpenter, assisted by
Rick Jones on set construction and Tari Dean and Carrel King as set painters. 
Featured artist for this production is Marlys Baldwin, a student at SFA pursuing 
a degree in Forestry.
	 Aaron’s Rentals is providing  the dining table, chairs, and end tables for 
GETTING LEGIT. 
	 Tickets for GETTING LEGIT are on sale at Kline’s/Wrap-It Up and the 
CVB. The tickets are also on sale 45 minutes prior to all performances at Lamp-
Lite Theatre. Prices are $15 for adults, $12 for seniors 60+ years old, and $8 for 
students. All seats are general seating. 
	 Benefactors may reserve their seats by calling 936-564-8300 or emailing 
lamplitetheatre@gmail.com. 

Lamp-Lite Players Grayson Rhoden 
(l) and Peyton Lewis (r) portray the 
teenage Hardon siblings Matt and 
Amy in GETTING LEGIT.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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This will be an incredible event for inviting 
unchurched friends, work associates and 

colleagues, and family members.
We will have exotic meats, new spins on familiar 

dishes, fellowship, and guest speaker Colby 
Carthel (SFA Head Football Coach).

Governor Henderson had a varied career during his life in the Republic of Texas, then in the state 
of Texas. As a lawyer, he once had a law practice and office in San Augustine. If you want to hear 
‘the rest of the story’ come see Brad on March 18th. For more information, contact Pattie DeLamar 
at pcdelamar1@gmail.com

Not only is Brad known from his years in Hollywood, but locally as he teaches at SFA. Like the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas, Brad encourages the preservation of Texas history, as he is a member 

of the Sons of the Republic of Texas.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! Complete the form below
--------------------------- cut here ----------------------------

Name  _________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________  Phone  _______________________

Number of Reservations _____ @ $26/each     Amt. enclosed  $____________

Make checks payable to Stone Fort Chapter, DRT

Send this form with your payment to:	 Pattie DeLamar
	 2417 Tanglewood Circle
	 Nacogdoches, TX 75961

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:  FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2023

DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
STONE FORT CHAPTER

invite you to an Historical Guest Luncheon

“James Pinckney Henderson, The First Governor of Texas”

Saturday, March 18, 2023, 12 Noon
Fredonia Hotel Banita Ballroom

by reservation only
$26/person, non-refundable

Reservation Deadline: March 3

Brad Maule, emmy-winning actor and performer, will
bring Governor James Pinckney Henderson to life on

Andrew Walker
trustedcomputerconsulting@gmail.com

512.633.0910
I have over 25 years of working in the IT business. I make 

today’s technology easy. I will help you with Suddenlink, WIFI, 
Security, Data Transfers, Smart TVs, Home Automation, Alexa, 

Google Home, Custom PCs, PC and Laptop Upgrades, Printers 
and any other tech question you might have. I am your new 

best friend when it comes to your technology needs.

Terry Curry
Barber

Slickks Barbershop
235A N. University Dr.  •  Nacogdoches, TX

License 685991 936-234-9457
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
	 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
	 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 

Hardware
of East Texas

5438 Loop 500 E in Center 936.598.2734   East Texas’ most complete 
hardware store!www.etace.com Ace Rentals in Center

Getting ready for springtime; 
we have our new sassafras 
mats in and new spring flags!

Got in new springtime Got in new springtime 
coffee mugs and our   coffee mugs and our   
         new line of               new line of      
     Mud Pie     Mud Pie

936-564-1818  •  3227 North Street
http://www.alamonac.com  e-mail: alamorealty@suddenlinkmail.com

“You Dream – We Deliver”
RESIDENTIAL  •  FARMS  •  LAND  •  COMMERCIAL

David Yates
Broker/Owner

936-554-2194

Sandy Krieg
Broker/Owner

936-552-6227

Barbara Gandy
Realtor®

936-569-3251

Diane McLain
Realtor®

936-462-3904

Darrin Gleghorn
Realtor®

936-554-6583

Jenay Harman
Realtor®

936-556-2334
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	The Storm Is Coming
by Taylor Millard

		 When we see on the news a hurricane hitting a US state, there is the pre-
dictable television reporter standing in sideways blowing rain, with debris being 
tossed about in the background. The reporter braves the danger for as long as 
possible until they say. “Back to you in the studio, I need to get out of here!” It is 
very high drama and makes for great television. Tragedy sells.
		 The next couple of days are spent with views of the devastation from               
helicopters and vehicles, driving by downed trees and blown over gas station 
canopies. Emergency crews begin the work to clear streets first. The Christian 
assistance organizations seem to ar-
rive very soon after, a true testament 
of God calling them to help their 
fellow man. The endless convoy 
of lineman in their bucket trucks 
are staged close by after driving for 
days to begin their assault on the 
desperately needed electrical infra-
structure. 
		 People stand helplessly in front 
of their damaged homes with worn 
faces tested by mother nature. “We 
stayed. It was horrible.” One man 
may say. “We have no where to go.” 
A single mother cries softly, holding
two children close. “They say it
could be weeks before we get power
or water.” An old couple faces the
brutal fact.
		 An attractive reporter in her blue
slicker goes from one story to the
next as we sit in our home and pray for them all. But there are waves of people 
coming now. Men that make their livings off these events. Roofers, contractors, 
tree crews, debris removal companies, and adjusters. I was one of those adjusters 
for many years of my career.
		 I was an Independent Catastrophe Adjuster. It was good money for people 
that didn’t mind working fourteen-hour days for weeks at a time. I could make 
enough money in three months as most jobs paid in a year. This work was not for 
most men. It was very unpredictable and hard on families. I knew I was going to 
work; I just didn’t know when, or where or for how long. I mostly did hailstorms 
in the spring and summer, then if there was a hurricane, my fellow Cat guys 
would head straight to the bedlam. 
		 Where would we stay? How many claims would we get? It was organized 
chaos. If you found a hotel, it could be hours away from your claims. Phone ser-
vice could be intermittent, and everyone wanted their claim handled first. I sat 
in many hotel rooms with files scattered on a bed, routing and doing triage to try 
and get the most damaged started first. Gasoline was a priority, and you kept your 
vehicle fueled as often as possible. Food could also be hard to find, so you took 
what ever was available.
		 The adjuster is equal parts construction expert and social worker. Doing our 
best to calm the people whose lives had been turned upside down. I met every 
type of personality. Stress can reveal the true person. Some were calm and under-
stood to take the situation gracefully. Others were angry at the randomness of this 
event that seemed to single them out. It was overwhelming at the beginning as I 
stared at those stacks of claim folders. How was I ever going to get this done?
		 Some men crumble quickly at the workload, others rise and even embrace 
the storm. Very few can do this type of work. It takes courage and belief in your-
self that somehow, I will overcome. As you watch the storms of life rolling in and 
people flee, remember some are driving toward the chaos left behind. There are 
no magical solutions to vast devastation, just hard work. I pray our next genera-
tion will create enough good people that will cleanup the mess. Lord help us all. 

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh genera-
tion Texan and lives on the same family land 
dating back to the eighteen-thirties. He and 
his wife attend Old North Baptist Church 
that his great-great-grandmother assisted in 
founding in 1838.

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Did you know?
There is a second Medicare

enrollment period
January 1 to March 31

If you’re not happy with your 
Medicare plan, call us!
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

Back pain?
Nerve pain?

Shoulder issues?
Hip issues?

How about those knees?

Stretch ER
Fascial Stretch Therapy • Pilates • Gifts

110 S. Pecan St. Nacogdoches Texas 75961
www.Stretch-ER.com

936 . 569 . 1044

512 CR 217, Nacogdoches, Texas 936-560-3643
www.martinkennel.com • stay@martinkennel.com

MARTIN KENNELMARTIN KENNEL
& GROOMING& GROOMING

NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION: CENTER, TEXAS  • 148 COUNTY RD. 3734

SAME GREAT BARBERS . . . NEW LOCATION!

936.558.7975 TUESDAY-FRIDAY
7:00AM-5:00PM

SATURDAY
6:00AM-NOON

MORE PARKING
IN REAR

Kelly’sKelly’s
BARBER SHOP

Kelly Owens and
Edgar Munoz are

proud to announce
their NEW LOCATION!

Kelly Owens
Voted 

#1 Barber
Anel Owens

Voted 
#1 Hair Stylist

1800 SOUTH ST.
Across the street from 

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church

Haircuts $17  •  Seniors $15
In the same
building with...
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Love the Arts Ball 
on Saturday, Feb 4
	 The Love the Arts Ball is coming on Saturday, February 4th 2023 from 7-10 
PM at Mast Hall in downtown Nacogdoches. This fundraiser, benefitting the 
Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative, promises a fun evening of delicious food and 
drink, great music for dancing and treasures galore in our silent auction.
	 We’re raising funds to support arts-based programming in our community 
and to help us find a permanent home in Nacogdoches. Our goal for this event 
is $25,000. We are currently searching for a building in Nac to rent/purchase for 
our Arts Center, and our vision for this Arts Center includes retail space for cof-
fee, books and art supplies, a small spoken word/acoustic music stage, vendor 
space, art gallery space, studios, performance/rehearsal space, workshop space 
and museum space. And though we may not be able to achieve all of these goals 
immediately, we will persist until every community member and artist has access 
to the creative space and opportunities that they want and need. There is so much 
talent here and we want to help it flourish.
	 Wondering what to wear to the Love the Arts Ball? We’re having a costume 
contest! Come as your favorite artist—could be visual artists (Andy Warhol? 
Frida Kahlo?) or performing artists (Prince? Adele? Elvis?) or literary artists 
(Dorothy Parker? Shakespeare?). Or come as your favorite work of art (Starry 
Night? Mona Lisa? The Thinker?). All costumes compete for prizes. If you’re not 
up for wearing a costume, just come dressed to celebrate!
	 We are still accepting donations for our silent auction until Thursday Feb 2. 
Our silent auction currently includes fine art and studio experiences from many 
local talents, including such Nacogdoches favorites as Wally Knight, Wendy 
Floyd and Michelle Filer. Other lots include fine jewelry, collectibles, gift bas-

kets and more! Auction items will be available for preview online beginning 
January 28. Check out our website at nacartscollab.com for more details and to 
register for bidder numbers. If you’re interested in making a donation, you can 
drop it off January 25-27 at 100 E. Hospital Street, Ste. 300, in Nacogdoches 
between 3:00 and 5:00 PM. Otherwise, please email us at nacartscollab.com and 
we will arrange for pick-up.
	 We would like to thank all of our supporters for their generous donations to 
the Love the Arts Ball. Sponsors for the Love the Arts Ball include:

Chulita Hill Farm and Creamery	 Laura McKinney
The Cottage Wine Bar	 Les & Cheri Neal
Fredonia Brewery	 Lisa Steed
Fredonia Graphics	 Lynn Carey Myers
Gary Griffin	 Mark Parthie & Steven Kirkland
Gypsy Jamm Band	 Merci’s World Cuisine
Jerry Permenter	 Phone A Clone
Joanna Temple	 Spiritual Truth Fellowship
K’s Cookie Jars	 Tim Bryant

	 Tickets to the Love the Arts Ball are $40, couples $75. They’re available for 
purchase at nacartscollab.com. We will also be selling a limited number of tickets 
at the door of the event, cash or credit card only. But don’t wait too long because 
seating is limited and we want you to join the fun.
	 The Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that is dedi-
cated to supporting opportunities for local artists in dance, music, the visual arts, 
theater and creative writing. The next events on the Nacogdoches Arts Collabora-
tive’s spring calendar will include Plein Air Painting classes led by NAC artist 
Michelle Pulchalski Filer every Sunday 
in March from 9-12. “En Plein Air” is 
a French term for out doors and refers 
to the practice of painting a complete 
work out of doors. Students will work 
in their favorite medium. This is a great 
opportunity for artists of any level and 
medium to improve their skill set while 
enjoying nature and our beautiful envi-
ronment. Class size will be limited. And 
don’t forget to join us for ArtWalk in 
downtown Nacogdoches on Saturday,
March 25, 2023. After the February 4
Ball, details will be on our website             
nacartscollab.com.

These original heart paintings and more will be up for sale at the Love the Arts Ball on 
Saturday February 4, 2023 7-10 PM at Mast Hall in downtown Nacogdoches.

Artist Michelle Filer will be the demon-
starion artist in the NAC’s Painting in 
Plein Air classes every Sunday in March 
from 9-12.
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DECLARE YOUR 
ENERGY 

INDEPENDENCE

REDUCE OR ELIMINATE
UTILITY INDEPENDENCE

•
LOCK IN YOUR UTILITY

COST FOR LIFETIME
•

ALWAYS HAVE POWER—
YOUR LIGHTS ARE ON

WHEN OTHERS ARE NOT
•

GRID TIED OR
OFF GRID SYSTEMS

AVAILABLE
•

SELL EXTRA ENERGY
BACK TO THE UTILITY

Zero Money Down
0% FINANCING
Cash Discount
Texas Based
Local Service

We Buy Local and Hire Local!

936.305.1641

Authorized Generac and 
Sol-Ark Installer

CREATE YOUR 
OWN POWER GRID

The Great Horse Chase
by Dan Norton

	 One of the “must-see” stops for anyone visiting Nacogdoches is the arrange-
ment of statues known as The Storytellers on East Hospital Street across from the 
Hotel Fredonia. The statue features four iconic Nacogdoches citizens: Ab Aber-
nathy, professor and folklorist; Charles Bright, businesman and philanthropist; 
Bob Murphey, attorney and humorist; and Bryan Holt Davis, Jr., longtime county 
attorney and amateur historian. These gentlemen are arranged around a table as 
though discussing the latest news.  
	 Each of these men left their distinctive mark on their community in the latter 
half of the 20th century and the early part of the 21st. One in particular, Bryan 
Davis, would have a major impact on my 
life through his friendship. We became 
close friends in the early 70s and would 
remain so until his passing in 2017 after 
a brief, but courageous battle with Leu-
kemia. He was survived by his wife of 54 
years, Carolyn, and sons Bryan and Jeff.  
	 I would like to introduce the reader 
to my wonderful friend, Bryan, through 
the chronicling of various adventures and 
misadventures we shared over the years. 
	 I plan a series of articles over the next 
few months and, hopefully, I can capture 
a glimmer of that radiant personality for 
you.
	 The Davis Family owns a six acre 
parcel of land on Post Oak Road, just off the northeast part of Loop 224. Bryan 
had a small camp house and a garden, as well as several horses that he housed 
there for friends.  
	 In 1973, I was working at the courthouse for the probation department and 
Bryan was the county attorney. Bryan’s responsibilities included, among other 
things, juvenile and misdeameanor prosecutions. His role as prosecutor brought 
us in daily contact. Bryan had the quickest wit I have ever seen. He entertained 
everyone around him.
	 It was common for Bryan to invite me and Dennis McDuffie to the garden 
for a drink after work. On this particular day in the summer of 1973, Dennis and 
I agreed to meet Bryan. We got there first, opened the gate and drove through. 
Dennis and I went inside the camp house and began making drinks. In a few 
minutes, Bryan came in, but with a strange look on his face. “Did you happen to 
see those horses when you came through the gate, Dan?” I replied that I seemed 
to have seen some horses. “Well, if you look out there now, you won’t see them,” 
Bryan replied. I looked out the window and saw an open gate, but no horses.  
“Oh, crap!” I strategized for a split second and then blamed Dennis. I thought this 
was logical since we were in my car and I assumed Dennis would close the gate.  
Bryan was having none of it. My car, my fault.  
	 The next obvious step was to locate and retrieve the horses if possible. The 
loop was unfinished, thankfully, and there was no traffic.  
	 We set out in Bryan’s pickup and quickly spotted two of the horses headed 
north on the opposite side of the loop. The problem was going to be stopping 
and leading the horses back. This became surprisingly easy due to the horses’ 
mild temperments. The third horse was located 
further north grazing on some clover, as I recall. 
We walked them back to the garden and finally 
had them penned. 
	 I never saw Bryan lose his temper. He did 
not express anger like most of us do. He would 
be “put out.” His voice would become measured 
and flat. He would have been very justified on 
that day. I was ultimately forgiven and we would 
enjoy many more adventures in the years to 
come.
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PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

Serving Texas and Louisiana
114 Nacogdoches Street

Center, Texas 75935

(936) 598-6111
Jodi Fountain  - Owner / Broker

Agents
Alma Jaimes
936-488-9988

Bill Hughes
936-332-4524

Margaret McBride
936-591-4919

MLS-204122
Neat 3/2 home for sale to be 

moved. It comes with stove, re-
frigerator and washer and dryer. 

$30,000

MLS-206425
3/2 on 2 lots with 
lovely waterfront 

view! 
$195,000

MLS-206681
2/1 frame house on .87 
acre located in Center, 

Texas!
$35,000

Notice of Filings 
for Place on the 
Ballot for May 6 
General Election
	 As of 4:45 p.m. on January 19, 2023, the following candidate(s) have 
filed an application for a place on the May 6, 2023 General Election bal-
lot for City Council Member for the City of Nacogdoches.
	 The election is set for Saturday, May 6, 2023. Early voting will begin 
April 24, 2023 and go through May 2, 2023 at the Nacogdoches County 
Courthouse Annex at 203 West Main Street, Nacogdoches, Texas 75961.
	 For questions regarding the City election, please contact the City 
Secretary’s office at 936-559-2504.

NORTHWEST WARD
Brad Maule
735 North Mound St.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
936-645-7143

NORTHEAST WARD
Rick Herzog
1600 Redbud
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
936-462-0256 

AT-LARGE MAYOR
Randy Johnson
3526 Colony Creek Dr.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
936-552-6720
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Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

Committed
for the 
Right 
Reason
“Then He said to them all, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me.” Luke 9:23 (NKJV)

	 Have you ever heard of Annie Taylor? She was a forty-three-year-old school-
teacher from Bay City, Michigan, who wanted to be rich and famous. Widowed 
and childless, she was a woman looking for a cause to which she could give her-
self. She decided to be the first person to ride in a barrel over Niagara Falls.
	 The Pan-American Exposition in October, 1901, an event which would draw 
large crowds to the Niagara Falls area. Annie Taylor hired an agent to promote 
her stunt, and thousands of spectators came to see this middle-aged schoolteacher 
who couldn’t even swim go over the falls. In a barrel, four-and-a-half feet high, 
weighing 160 pounds, Annie did what no one had ever done before and survived 
with only minor injuries. As soon as she recovered from the stunt, she began a 
lecture tour. Unfortunately, her presentation was boring and soon no one attended 
her lectures. She returned to Niagara Falls, broke. Before she died twenty years 
later she gave this testimony, “I did what no other woman in the world had nerve 
enough to do, only to die a pauper.” 
	 Riches escaped Annie Taylor, not because she lacked courage and commit-
ment, but because of her motive and resulting goals. Driven by desire for per-
sonal glory, she gave herself to a trivial cause.
	 How different from the apostle Paul. Two thousand years after Paul lived, 
men and women the world over still look to him for spiritual direction and          
insight. His letters are studied throughout the world. His life is held up as an 
example of commitment. Why the difference between Paul and Annie Taylor? 
Annie Taylor was driven by a desire for self-glory; Paul was driven by a desire to 
glorify God. Annie Taylor gave herself to a trivial cause; Paul gave himself to a 
preeminent cause. To what are you committed?

A LITTLE HUMOR: Linus and Charlie Brown were talking one day. Said 
Linus, “When I grow up, I’m, going to be a real fanatic.” Charlie Brown asked, 
“What are you going to be fanatical about, Linus?” With a quizzical look Linus 
responded, “Oh, I don’t know. It doesn’t really matter. I’ll be sort of a wishy-
washy fanatic.” 

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed 

711 East Main St. Nacogdoches, TX 75961711 East Main St. Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936-569-9800936-569-9800

Our prices will Our prices will 
FLOOR you!FLOOR you!

We have a SWEETHEART of 
a sale going on NOW!

We will meet any 
competitor’s price!

We now offer fire and water restoration. We now accept Synchrony Home Card.
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936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

Step 
back 
in time.
A true antiquing 
experience.

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches

Tue.-Sat. 10-6; Sun.1-4
Closed Monday

936-205-3121

DowntownDecades

 ROCK SHOP NOW OPEN! DOWNTOWN ROCKS
Crystals - Stones - Decor

A Unique Shopping Experience

Discount Roofers — 
Storm Damage 
Roofing Experts
		 If you are in need of a quality roofing service, look no further.  Discount 
Roofers LLC, located in Nacogdoches, has provided affordable roofing services 
in Nacogdoches County for more than 9 years with a Five-Star rating on Google 
List and a host of satisfied customers around the East Texas area.
		 Discount Roofers is family owned and operated by Carl Singleton. Carl has 
lived in Nacogdoches County for most of his life. He was born on the Fort Hood 
Army Base in Killeen, Tx. As a young child his family moved to the East Texas 
area where he was raised in Nacogdoches County. He graduated from NHS in 
1973 and from SFA in 1978. 
		 Discount Roofers currently has 
four generations working under one 
roof. Carl’s mother, Jeannette, is a 
secretary and enjoys meeting new 
people and keeping everyone busy. 
His daughter, Jessy, is the Opera-
tions Manager and helps with the 
daily business decisions and needs. 
His grandson, Ty, is the field spe-
cialist and repairman. Together, 
along with their unique set of skills 
and 2 permanent roofing crews, 
Discount Roofers can handle any
type of roofing situation. 
		 “Our favorite part of our job is meeting new people who often become our 
lifelong friends. If we are hired to do the job, we consider ourselves blessed but 
having the opportunity to love what we do and the people we meet is the best 
part!” Carl Singleton  
		 Storm damage is something that happens to many of us living in the East 
Texas area. Discount Roofers can be there for you to repair almost any type of 
roofing damage, including damage caused by hail, fire, fallen trees, and normal 
wear and tear. They work with all major insurance providers to complete the 
storm damage to roofs and more. They are a fully licensed, bonded, and insured 
roofing company, giving their customers the peace of mind and satisfaction of a 
job well done by professional and trustworthy roofers.
		 Discount Roofers services 11 counties here in the greater East Texas area.
They recently celebrated reaching 1 million dollars in sales for the 2022 year. Of 
course, they had a party and celebrated this milestone! 
		 “We work hard to provide professional service to our clients, grow our busi-
ness and win a great reputation, but we pray to our Heavenly Father to send us 
work. He has been VERY generous to us.” Carl Singleton
		 Discount Roofers is conveniently located at 2410 SE Stallings Drive Suite 
101, Nacogdoches, Texas 75961. You may call their office at 936.554.9100 be-
tween the hours of 8:00 am - 5:00 pm to speak with a representative and schedule 
an appointment for an on-site estimate for your roofing needs. You may also visit 
their Facebook page at Discount Roofers TX, or visit their webpage at www.
discountrooferstx.com.

Jessy Singleton Wheeler, Operations Man-
ager (left) and Carl Singleton, Owner

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

LLet us customet us custom
match and mix qualitymatch and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paintFarrell-Calhoun paint

for your next homefor your next home
project!project!

It’s not too early to start thinking of those It’s not too early to start thinking of those 
Springtime fix-up projects. We have all the Springtime fix-up projects. We have all the 
materials you’ll need.materials you’ll need.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

“All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt.”  – CHARLES M. SCHULZ

As life changes, 
so does your 
insurance needs

832 Hurst Street
Center, TX 75935

Phone: 936.598.3793

203 E Main Street
San Augustine, TX 75935

Phone: 936.288.0097

605 Worth Street
Hemphill, TX 75948

Phone: 409.787.4749

301 NE Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Phone: 936.305.5270

• Auto • Business • Farm
• Home • Life

www.mm-ins.com
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BUY HERE-
SERVICED HERE!

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden 

equipment sales and service 
since 1958. Largest selection of 
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

Glenn Lenderman
 East Texas Music Man!

Contact 936.676.4126

Thu 2nd Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm

Sat 4th Naskila Casino 190 E 1:00 pm

Fri 10th SPJST-VFW Lufkin 7:00 pm 

Sat 11th Naskila Casino 190 E 1:00 pm

Tue 14th Pennicale Lufkin 1:30 pm

Tue 14th Guacamoles Lufkin 6:00 pm

Wed 15th Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm

Fri 17th Steel Horse Hwy 94 9:00 pm

Thu 23rd Huntsville Elks Club Huntsville 7:30 pm

Fri 24th American Legion 402 Livingston 7:00 pm

Sat 25th Naskila Casino 190 E 1:00 pm

Tue 28th Guacamoles Lufkin 6:00 pm

February 2023 Schedule
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Suburban Self Storage
9562 US Hwy 259

3 Miles North of Medical Center

Office for Lease
3211 Appleby Sand Road

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

February Doins’ at  
Millard’s Crossing
	Good Day Readers,
 
		 This month I would like to share some things about Millard’s Crossing and 
how our community can be a large part of our growth.
		 We have buildings that need to have some remodeling; old, but new to us 
items donated from the time period; and repairs to some of the items we currently 
have. Some of our items need to have some TLC since they have been tattered 
and torn,  throughout the years. College students, high school students, or anyone 
that loves history, we are looking for your assistance as well, maybe give a his-
tory lesson on some of the items we have. People that make soaps, candles, arts 
and more, come and give demonstrations and showcase your goods.
		 If you own an old car and would like to see us have more car shows, let us 
know, would love to have you out here more.
		 We have started some new  programs  in  which you can help with the build-
ing maintenance and preservation of items in the buildings. If you would like 
your donation to be anonymous, we will honor your request.
	 1. 	 Adopt a building, starting at $100.00 and going up (there is no 
		  limit). Your funds will then be used to repair items in the building, 	
		  case the  artifacts that need to be cased, and all around pick up of 	
		  the 	building inside and out. Your name will be added to a list inside 	
		  the building you choose to adopt. 
	 2.	 Build a brick walkway – Buy a brick with your name on it, your 	
		  brick will be part of the walkway in the court yard.
	 3.	 Have a seat – Buy a Bench – Starting at $175.00 with your name 	
		  plate on it. These will be placed around the Village so people may 	
		  have a place to take a break.
	 4.	 We always have room for Sponsorships, starting as low as $100.00, 	
		  no limit.
 
		 Thank you to our Sponsors that have been such a large part of our events and  
to our volunteers who consistently give of their talents and time, our staff and our 
Board. It takes Sponsors, our community, volunteers, staff, and our board to keep 
our mission here at Millard’s Crossing. We hope to see you soon for one of our 
up coming events:

		 February 9, 2023 6-9PM, Open Mic, formally known as Stew Stoll Strum; 	
		 if it is to cold we will be in the Chapel;

		 February 11, 2023 from 6:00-9:00 PM, Valentines Dinner and Dance at 	
		 the 	Barn; Tickets $50.00 each 

		 Keep watching us on Facebook. You are welcome to reach out by phone 936-
564-6631, or stop on by at 6020 North Street, we can usually find a cup of coffee 
or a cold drink for you. Our website, www.mchvnac.com is under construction to 
better sever you in the future. 
		 If you would like to book a venue for your Wedding, Birthday Party, Party of 
any kind, Meetings, and more, please call us. We are filling up fast for 2023.
		 The mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is to portray the spirt and 
ingenuity of pioneer settlements in East Texas and to connect present generations 
to those of the past.

Grace Handler
Executive Director
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Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

FLEETWOOD HOMES
3 & 4 Bedroom Doublewides
Starting at $110,000

LARGE 
SELECTION
of New & Used 
RVs! We have NEW
with Upstairs, also 
2 bathrooms.

NEW!NEW!

3/2 - 16X76 Singlewides 
Starting at $71,500.00
Includes Delivery, AC & Setup, Skirting 
installed, Steps with other fees.

1995 Oak Creek 9 Room Doublewide 
Office - $55,000 + A/C – 28x76
14x70 Office Unit & Desk - $28,500 
w/desk included  

We have Excellent Used Doublewides 
& Singlewides completely 

Refurbished at GOOD PRICES.

NEW ITEMS 
IN STOCK
WINTER 

SPECIALS!
White 11/4 X 11/2 
Trim 8ft - $1,00 ea

16ft wide 
Linoleum Rolls - 
on sale $7.95/yd

We have FOREST RIVER & WINNEBAGO!

Garage Sale first week of the month:
weekdays 8am-5pm, Sat. 8am-12pm.

VOTED BEST OF LUFKIN WHEN BUYING A M/H OR R.V. 
17 YEARS IN A ROW!  COME FIND OUT WHY!

Ask for Damon or Freddie
Lynda Fryman Waldron
NMLS 398742

Financing Available WAC
MHDRET00002960    NMLS 307766

Located on Lufkin’s NE Loop 287  
3907 N. Medford Drive • Lufkin, TX 

936-632-8414 • 1-800-324-0569

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
BLOWOUTBLOWOUT

Angelina Manufactured Housing 
& RV Travel Center’s

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE BUY MOBILE HOMESWE BUY MOBILE HOMES

$2,000 Off on all new 3- & 4-Bed-
room Doublewides
$500 Off on all new Fifthwheels
$1,000 Off on all new Bumper Pull 
Travel Trailers
$1,000 Off on all used Fifthwheel or 
Bumper Pull Travel Trailers

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
DURING FEBRUARY

936-564-2634936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TXNacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.comnacogdochestso.com

20% Off 
for Patients 
paying cash 
on glasses 
(no insurance)!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

J&S

CA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$HCA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$H
CA$H for Lawn & CA$H for Lawn & 

Recreational EquipmentRecreational Equipment
Running or Non-Running

 936-645-5636 
 936-645-5292
12769 State Highway 7 W / Nacogdoches, TX 75964

ReSale Mall
Antiques  •  Vintage  •  Crafts
Collectibles  •  Refurbished

Watkins Products & Howard Furniture Products

(936) 427-7550
730 Shelbyville Street • Center, Texas 75935

laneroyd@gmail.com • Wed.-Sat. 10-5
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	 February is a wonderful month; it 
is a month overflowing with love. This 
article - unlike others I’ve written, 
Dear Readers, contains two original 
love poems. More on that later.
	 When we think of love and ro-
mance, the term “wedding” seems to 
crop up. Let me tell you about a wed-
ding shower that May Beth and I will 
long remember. Joyce and Rick were 
about to be married and their friends 
threw them a couples’ shower. After 
the gifts had been opened, I told Joyce
that I had made a special gift – just for her. I could tell that she was deeply 
touched by my thoughtfulness. That special gift was an electric hammer.
	 Let me step aside for a moment, Dear Readers, and describe the construction 
of such a device. Starting materials needed include a hammer (wooden handle 
preferably), a short, three- to-four-foot electrical cord with attached plug, a cou-
ple of twist-caps for capping the ends of the exposed wires, and finally a generous 
supply of electrical tape. Construction of the electric hammer is made by first 
capping off the ends of the wire where it is cut. Second, the wire is placed next to 
and parallel to the hammer on the end of the handle. Third, the wire which runs 
about six inches from the end of the handle is firmly attached with multiple wrap-
pings of electrical tape.
	 I showed the gift to the bride-to-be and proceeded to demonstrate how it was 
to be used. Mary Beth assisted me by inserting the plug into an electrical outlet. 
When she did that, the hammer started moving up and down as if it were nail-
ing something. (You do know, Dear Readers, that all of the motion of the ham-
mer was controlled by my forearm.) When Mary Beth unplugged the hammer, 
I stopped the motion. We repeated the cycle and the poor bride was thoroughly 
fooled while the groom just chuckled to himself.
	 Shifting gears… The following poem was written on October 13, 2018 
while I was in the Brookshire Brothers’ parking lot waiting for Mary Beth.

Love that Shone for a Bit
He helped her from the truck;
	 She could barely walk.
He straightened her collar -
	 As they began to talk.
As she slid down from the seat,
	 He gently helped her stand-
And as they walked into the store,
	 He firmly held her hand.
As I sat in my car
	 Just a few feet away -
I saw love in action
	 That cool, cloudy day.
Soon they returned;
	 After opening her door, he planted a stool.
She climbed into the truck -
	 More like a habit- and not like a rule.
Now they are gone -
	 And here I sit …
Contemplating love -
	 That shone for a bit.
Once they were young
	 And now they are old.
No idea had they that through this poem
	 Their love would still be told.

	
	 As my mother used to say, “You never know who might be watching you.” 
This is especially true if you are around small children.
	 One year I decided that I would make Mary Beth a homemade Valentine 
rather than buy one. As it turns out, that Valentine was somewhat unique - even 
if I do say so myself. Construction of the Valentine was on blue paper. On the 
outside of the card it read, “I used to think of you as my Little Sweetie.” Then as 
she opened the card, she would see written on the right-hand side,
		  “But now I think of you as my little Nutrasweet®
		    Because no one is your Equal®!!”
	 On the left inside of the card was the chemical structure of Aspartame along 
with its name. I put the card on her desk anonymously but somehow, she knew 
immediately who had placed it there.
	 Let me close, Dear Readers, by sharing with you a very heart-felt love poem 
that I wrote to my precious wife, Mary Beth Garrett.

Those Hands
Those are the hands that held mine tight
	 So many years ago -

Happy Valentine’s
by Jim Garrett

Jim and Mary Beth Garret

That gave me memories I can’t forget
	 And the love I’ll always know.
Those are the hands that held my babies,
	 That tenderly caressed each one -
That molded their lives and shaped their futures
	 When their lives had just begun.
Those are the hands that cooked my meals,
	 Cleaned the house, and made my bed -
When you were tired at the end of day
	 And preferred to rest instead.
Those are the hands that many times
	 In the garden I would see them toil -
To plant some seeds and watch them grow
	 As you continued to work the soil.
Those are the hands that canned the produce
	 And put the jars away -
So that there would be food on the shelf -
	 Which we’d enjoy some later day.
They’ve stayed with me through the years
	 Given by the Father above;
Those are the hands that I cherish;
	 Those are the hands that I love!

	 As little children, we would pass out cards to all of our friends inviting 
them with the words, “Be my Valentine.” As we close this article, Dear Readers, 
Mary Beth and I extend an invitation to each of you to

Be OUR Valentine!!

Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

Our new 
fuel pumps now 

operating!

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY ONE ACRE AT A TIME

General Land Clearing & Restoration

Forestry Mulching

Fence Row Clearing

Brush Removal

Wildlife-Sensitive Clearing

BrushMulchers is a full-service clearing and mulching team 
that helps you restore and manage your property using the 
most efficient and environmentally responsible methods. 

From clearing a fence line to general tree and brush removal, 
nobody gives you more for your money than BrushMulchers. 

Call Brigham Hill Today for a Quote
936.553.2810   •    BrushMulchers.com
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NACOGDOCHES 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Industrial Blvd/Frontier Drive
Contact Earl Herrera

936.569.3550

COMING SOONCOMING SOON
for Leasefor Lease

5000 Square Foot 
Office/Warehouse

1000 Square Foot Office
4000 Square Foot Warehouse Space

=

The difference between who you are & 
who you want to be is what you do.

Where Care Counts!

Schedule your annual 
wellness exam with 
Texas Quick Care.

We Offer: 
Immunizations, Physicals, 

Well Women Exams, Preventive 
Care, Weight Loss, Sick Visits, 

Blood Work & Yearly Check-ups

Start your New Year 
off right:
The 

Healthy Way.

6 Locations to Serve You!
(Appointments Preferred, Walk-ins Accepted)

Nacogdoches
936-205-1099

Center
936-598-3832

Joaquin
936-269-3201

San Augustine
936-275-2940

Timpson
936-254-3338

Etoile
936-854-2273

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available
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Public Education 
and the 88th 
General Legislative 
Session
by Brandon Enos, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cushing ISD

 	 Every two years, Texas Legisla-
tors meet in Austin to pass legislation 
and set the biennial state budget. The 
88th Legislative Session began on 
January 10th and ends on May 29th. 
The session is sure to be historic 
since the state has an unprecedented 
$32.7 billion surplus. The governor 
has already verbally stated he wants 
$12.5 billion of the surplus funds 
used to lower property taxes across 
the state. Several educational issues 
should be championed by legislators 
during this legislative session.

Educational Funding
	 Currently, each child attending a public school district in Texas is funded 
$10,000 per student per year on average; however, the base allotment per child, 
which is provided by the state, is a mere $6,160. Comparatively, Texas ranks 38th 
nationally in average funding per child per year. As a state, it is difficult to be 
an industry leader in education if resources are not allocated to meet the grow-
ing needs of students. An increase in the basic allotment is necessary during this 
legislative session.
	 Funding is provided to schools based on the average attendance of each 
child. If the attendance rate falls to 95% for a school, then 5% of the overall fund-
ing remains with the state under the current system. The school faces the uphill 
challenge of reteaching repetitively absent students with fewer dollars under this 
unfair system. Instead of funding schools partially, the legislators should pass 
legislation that makes funding more equitable to lower-socioeconomic schools. 
Funding for schools should be based on enrollment in the school and not tied to 
student attendance.

School Safety
	 Safety must always be reevaluated, and if necessary, it must be adjusted to 
meet the current needs of our schools. Unfortunately, all the preparations and 
individualized plans do not help when they are ignored by emergency respond-
ers. This was the case in Uvalde last year. The administrators failed to adequately 
address issues like broken door latches and classroom doors that could not lock. 
Meanwhile, the local police failed to follow their active-shooter training and  
protocols.  
	 The legislators will, undoubtedly, increase school safety mandates during 
this legislative session. Any new safety mandates must be accompanied by fund-
ing to implement the measures fully. Additionally, school funding allocated for 
facility improvements should not be universally mandated. Each school campus 
has safety improvement needs that are unique to its buildings. Any blanket, one 
size fits all approach must be avoided. Immediately after the tragedy in Uvalde, 
the state purchased $50 million worth of bulletproof shields. When discussing 
the shields at a local all-hazards meeting in Nacogdoches, law enforcement said 
breaching tools would have been a better investment for their department. Leg-
islators need to provide local discretion for any safety initiatives to ensure the 
measures meet local needs.

Teacher Shortage
	 In 2022, I was nominated to serve as a member of the Texas Teacher Vacancy 
Taskforce. Ultimately, the task force determined changes need to be made in four 
distinct areas: compensation, educator preparation, talent pipelines, and teacher 
experience. Each of the recommendations the task force will present to legisla-
tors is based on feedback received from teachers across the state. Some of the 
simple, common-sense changes include an updated minimum pay scale, a struc-
tured mentorship program, paid clinical teaching experiences, and a reduction in 
non-teaching tasks being assigned to teachers.

Accountability
	 The A-F accountability system is based almost entirely on a standardized 

test. Schools should be measured on a more holistic rating scheme which in-
cludes extracurricular activities that are important to the community and not just 
on creating good test-takers. An alternative to the current accountability system 
would be a community-created system where test scores can remain a compo-
nent. Legislators need to pass legislation that allows for local community input 
into their schools’ accountability measures.

Vouchers
	 During the current legislative session, there will be committee debate and 
bills introduced that support vouchers for public K-12 education. According to 
a 2018 study by American Progress, students using vouchers performed signifi-
cantly worse than their peers who remained at the public school, especially in 
mathematics. Schools are already severely underfunded; so, redirecting any of 
the funds to private schools or charters only undermines the entire educational 
system. If private schools and charter schools followed the stringent Texas aca-
demic and accountability laws, then it would be a debatable issue; however, these 
private institutions operate outside of the public mandates and thus should not 
receive the public funding.

What can you do?
	 Elected officials need to hear from their constituents. If an issue is important 
to the voters, it becomes important to the legislator. When contacting state leg-
islators, let them know that you support public education in East Texas. Further-
more, as a supporter of public education in Texas, you should tell them you want 
them to accomplish the following during this legislative session.

•	 correct the educational funding system by raising the basic allotment 	
	 and by funding schools based on total enrollment instead of on 
	 average daily attendance
•	 include local control and associated funding with any safety mandates
•	 support the recommendations of the Texas Teacher Vacancy Task Force
•	 allow community input into the accountability measures of each district
•	 reject any type of voucher that would divert funds from an already 
	 underfunded K-12 public education system

Contact Information for your state legislators:
State Senator- Robert Nichols, robert.nichols@senate.state.tx.us, 936-564-4252

State Rep. Nacogdoches- Travis Clardy, travis.clardy@house.state.tx.us, 936-
463-0592

State Rep. Lufkin- Trent Ashby, trent.ashby@house.state.tx.us, 936-634-2762

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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Identifying & 
Preventing 
Separation 
Anxiety in Your Dog
by Steven Martin, Owner of Martin Kennel

	 Some dogs get upset when their pet parents leave. After all, they generally 
don’t like to be left alone or be apart from their best friend. How can you tell 
whether your pup is merely bummed you’re running an errand or is suffering 
from something more serious? Use the following tips to spot separation anxiety 
in dogs and help restore their calm when they’re feeling most lonely.

Is It True Separation Anxiety?
	 Dogs with separation anxiety go beyond simply pouting or whining when 
you leave them. Separation anxiety manifests in destructive or self-harming be-
havior that can include soiling in the house, tearing up their surroundings and 
even occasionally injuring themselves while attempting to get out. Other symp-
toms include vocalizing excessively, refusing to eat or drink and incessant pant-
ing or salivating. Many pups with separation anxiety don’t respond well to being 
crated either.
	 It’s important to keep in mind, though, that many of these symptoms can 
also reflect other conditions, which makes separation anxiety hard to properly 
diagnose. If your dog relieves themselves in the house while you’re gone, for 
example, there are still several possible causes including improper house training 
or incontinence due to a physical condition. Excessive panting, salivating and 
refusing to eat or drink could also sig-
nal another medical condition such as 
dehydration. Some dogs also simply 
have rambunctious personalities that 
turn items in their surroundings into 
collateral damage.
	 The key is to determine whether 
these behaviors only occur when your 
dog is left alone, and to rule out familiar causes such as a medical condition or 
the dog’s age and personality. In the case of separation anxiety, destructiveness is 
usually specific to the desire to escape. Chewing your favorite pair of shoes while 
you’re gone, on the other hand, is often them just being a dog. But if they chew 
and scratch the wallpaper, they may very well be desperate to get out, a telltale 
sign of separation anxiety in dogs. Another sign is if these are new behaviors that 
your dog hasn’t normally exhibited, especially if you are away more often than in 
the past.
	 Although it remains a mystery as to what causes certain dogs to feel this way 
over others, some triggers have been identified. According to Pet Health Net-
work, these include:
	 •	 Over-attachment to their human guardian due to how they were raised as 	
		  a puppy.
	 •	 Underlying emotional issues such as fear and nervousness
	 •	 Having been rehomed or spent time in a shelter or kennel.
	 •	 Sudden change in household routine or structure, such as the loss of a 	
		  family member or other pet
	 As far as it’s in your power to do so, helping your dog cope if they’re faced 
with any of these scenarios will prevent them from developing separation anxiety 
in the first place. Planning to board them at a kennel for a few days while you’re 
out of town? Ease into it ahead of time by taking them there to visit and leave a 
favorite toy or an old tee-shirt covered in your scent to comfort them during their 
stay. And if any major changes occur at home, be sure to lavish attention on your 
buddy to help reassure them they’re still safe and secure. 
	 If your dog is already suffering from separation anxiety, the key to treating 
the disorder is to help them overcome their “fear.” Martin Kennel recommends 
pretending to leave the house by putting on your shoes and coat, grabbing your 
keys and heading toward the door as though you’re about to leave, but don’t. Do 
this as many as ten times a day until you notice a change in your dog’s behavior. 
An experienced dog trainer or animal behaviorist may be able to help you de-
termine solutions, too. In the meantime, your dog’s veterinarian may prescribe 
anti-anxiety medications to help calm them while you work on nudging their 
reactions in a better direction.
	 The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
also points out that it’s important to provide your pet with plenty of mental and 
physical stimulation. Vigorous exercise, daily walks and interactive play can all 
go a long way toward keeping their confidence once you leave. Providing men-
tally stimulating toys, such as food or puzzle toys, gives them something to keep 
their mind occupied with in your absence. And of course, showering your dog 
with love and attention when you’re with them will remind them they can depend 
on you no matter where you are. If you suspect they have separation anxiety, talk-
ing to your vet about the signs is a good starting point. With a proper diagnosis, 
an action plan can teach them to overcome it. By consistently carrying out that 
plan, your pal stands an excellent chance of having calmer, happier alone time.

PICK UP A FREE  
COPY OF 

AROUND THE TOWN
The First of Every Month!

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

501 Timpson Street • Center, TX
936-598-2483

Our Services

Hollie Adams
Administrator

www.fpacp.com/
focused-care-at-center

• Compassionate Clinical Services
• Patient Centered Rehabilitation Therapy

• Skilled Nursing and Long Term Care
• Food and Nutritional Services

1743 Southview Circle•Center, Texas•(Tel) 936-590-4708•(Fax) 936-590-4815

   Your Health...

IS OUR PRIORITY
• Health Care Services
• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Nursing Home Visits
• Laboratory Testing
• Physicals
• Telehealth Carriston Hendricks, FNP-C

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

Great Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

We Specialize in:
Dangerous Take Downs

Dead Tree Removal
Complete Clean-up

Owner: Emmanuel Jasso
Phone: (936) 225-2630

or (936) 707-9661
www.eandatreeservice.com

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

E&A ProfessionalE&A Professional
Tree ServiceTree Service

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Straightlines Body WorksStraightlines Body Works
(936) 598-7000(936) 598-7000

• Collison Repair
• Over 25 Years Experience

• We Work With All Insurance Companies
• Fast Turn Around

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Jamie Waller, Owner 1122 FM 2140 - Center, TX
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NAC TAX SERVICES
936-564-7521
“File from Home”

nactaxservices@gmail.com

* Call for an
appointment!

TAX PREPARATION:
 •  Individual
 •  Business

BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL:
 •  Monthly
 •  Quarterly
 •  Annually  

Do You Need Help Filing Past Due Returns?
SMALL OFFICE • PERSONAL SERVICE

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

	 Spring is just around the corner, and we’re excited for events to start 
ramping up again. Nearly every day we respond to inquiries from visitors and                        
locals wondering when annual events will be happening. We did our best to col-
lect those event dates to help you plan your year. Please note that some event 
dates are subject to change. You can always check on the status of an event at                            
visitnacogdoches.org or by calling 936-564-7351.

Nacogdoches Pro Rodeo....................................... 3/23-25, 2023
Wine Swirl..................................................................... 4/1/2023
SFA Gardens Plant Sale........................................... 4/1-2, 2023
Spring Brewfest............................................................. 4/1/2023
Do Dat BBQ.................................................................4/29/2023
Blueberry Bluegrass Festival....................................... 6/9/2023
Texas Blueberry Festival............................................ 6/10/2023
Freedom Fest................................................................. 7/4/2023
Old Town Rig Down.............................................. 9/15-16, 2023
SFA Homecoming...................................................... 10/21/2023
Dia de los Muertos...................................................... 11/4/2023
Holiday in the Pines............................................ 11/16-18, 2023
Wassail Fest............................................................... 11/25/2023
Nine Flags Christmas Parade.............................................TBD
Christmas Tour of Homes.......................................... 12/9/2023

	 Of course, this is not an exhaustive list. Many more events will pop up as the 
year goes on. Do you have an upcoming event that you’d like to see promoted? 
Visit Nacogdoches offers free advertising on our website. Just go to www.
visitnacogdoches.org/events and click “Create an Event.” Enter as many details 
as possible and add a photo or flyer. Your submission will be reviewed and posted 
within 48 hours! 
	 Visit Nacogdoches would like to announce their newest team member! 
Shelby Lero, Group Sales & Services Coordinator will start at the CVB in early 
February. Shelby interned at Visit Nac in the summer of 2022 and proved to be 
an asset to our tourism team. Stop by and say hello any time! 

Happy February!
Ashley Morgan

CVB Creative Content Director 
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

The 
Tragedy of Exclusion 
from Heaven

	 Standing before the great white throne judgment of God, a sinner consid-
ered the good things he had done in his lifetime. He was convinced that his 
life, compared to others, was a life lived worthy of heaven and eternal life.  
He watched as God opened the books and the Book of Life. His name was 
not found written in the Book of Life. The books chronicled his works, all he 
had done. None of his “good works” could remove sin’s stench surrounding 
the life he had lived (Is 64:6).  
	 God handed down the judgment—depart from Me into the lake of fire 
(Rev 20:15). This is the destiny of everyone whose name is not recorded in 
the Book of Life. It is the tragedy of being excluded from heaven, forever. 
Those sent away from God at the judgment are those over whom Jesus never 
ruled; those who were never called by His name.  
	 Anyone attempting their best life now for salvation ignores this eternal 
truth: “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3).  Sin 
requires a payment (Rom 6:23). Jesus paid sin’s debt. Jesus bore the guilt of 
our sins when He hung on a tree. In Jesus we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins. It is by grace through faith in Jesus that God 
accepts us. Salvation is a free gift from God. Salvation by our works is un-
belief. Unbelief is sin. Believing in his own works of righteousness, this man 
died in his sins. He never exchanged eternal death in Adam for eternal life in 
Christ. He was never born again of the Spirit of God (John 3:1-8). He stood 
before God a dead man (Rev 20:12-15).  
	 When we compare our lives against Jesus Christ instead of other sinful 
human beings, we discover we fall short of His absolute righteous, sinless 
life. It was for our sins that He died on the cross. It is because of God’s love 
and mercy that He is willing to take away all of our sins and give us His Son’s 
righteousness. In Christ, God cancels our account of sins against Him. He 
gives us what we need in order to enter into heaven. He gives us Himself. 
Salvation is Christ in us. We must have God in us to get into God’s heaven. It 
is a very real and personal spiritual transaction.
	 The tragedy of exclusion from heaven comes down to this: not whether a 
person was good or bad because there are none good (Rom 3:10-12) and all 
are bad (Rom 3:23); it is not believing the truth about Jesus Christ—He came 
to save sinners. It is Christ who redeemed us from sin that He might be our 
very own God.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

$50 prize each month 
for best recipe submitted 

TO 
RECIPES 

FROM AROUND THE TOWN & BEYOND! 
Read the paper now at 

www.aroundthetown.us/reci pes 

CONTEST RULES 

To be considered, recipes cannot be copied from 
a cookbook or publication. They cannot be an at­
tachment or a scanned copy of a handwritten or 
typed recipe. They must be typed out in the body 
of an email message. Only one recipe per month 
per person will be permitted for consideration. If 
you wish to submit more than one recipe, please 
designate which recipe is for the judging. Recipes 
will be published as space allows for them. Once 
available space is filled, any additional recipes 
will be held over until the next month. Email rec­
ipes to AroundTheTown@mail.com no later than 
the 20th of each month preceding publication on 
the 1st. 
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Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Rider’s 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN FEBRUARY 2023…
FEBRUARY 10, 2023 – LOVE INC – CHAIRISHED BLESSINGS …        
Friday, February 10th from 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm. Tickets on sale now at www.
loveincnac.org or at the Love INC office. Individual Tickets - $50.00; Table of 8 
people - $400.00 and a VIP Catered Table for 8 with server - $600.00.
	 New and repurposed furniture and accessories are assembled into amazing 
vignettes by competing teams. There is a design competition for the best booth 
and for the best-repurposed item. 
	 Tickets are available at Love INC Nacogdoches Office, Kingdom Gifts Store, 
or online at www.loveincnac.org.
	 If you are interested in a sponsorship, call the Love INC office at 936-         
569-8555.

FEBRUARY 17-19, 2023 – G&S 3 DAY GUN SHOW –!!!… Check out the 
G & S GUN SHOW – 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Friday; 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on 
Saturday and 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Sunday. Admission is $10.00 per person, 
come Friday and your admission is good for all 3 days. For inquiries concerning 
Vendor Booths, etc… please feel free to contact Stephanie Ellis at 918-635-5432.

FEBRUARY 21-23, 2023 – DIVERSIFIED AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT 
SALES CONFERENCE – Diversified Agriculture is a leading provider of reli-
able, innovative equipment to agriculture producers nationwide. You may contact 
the Expo for more information.

FEBRUARY 27, - MARCH 3, 2023 - K12 – VIRTUAL ACADEMY TEXAS 
TESTING – Stride K12 offers personalized learning options and state-certified 
teachers specially trained for virtual instruction to help your child thrive, 888-
992-3083.

UPCOMING IN MARCH 23-25, 2023 – NACOGDOCHES PRO RODEO 
benefiting Nacogdoches Jaycees … Come see 4X Top Five PRCA Dress Act of 
the Year – Trick Rider Haley Proctor and the best in Pro Rodeo action, all part of 
the Pete Carr Rodeo Series. Brought to you by Title Sponsors KICKS 105 The 
Country Leader, RAM Rodeo, Badders Law Firm, GG Distributing, RV Outfit-
ters, and Mike Perry Dodge. 
	 The Pro Rodeo grants scholarships to 8 local college bound high school stu-
dents. Pre-sale tickets will be available online at stallhigh.rodeoticket.com. If you 
are interested in sponsorship opportunities or a vendor booth, please contact the 
Nacogdoches Expo and Civic Center, 936-564-0849.
	 Mutton Bustin’ registration will be at the local Boot Barn in Nacogdoches – 
More details to follow. 

MARCH  30-31, 2023 – NACOGDOCHES COUNTY STEER SHOW . . .
Thursday – Weigh-In & Classification- 3PM-5PM. All Steers in place by 5PM. 
Showmanship 6PM. 
	 Friday- Show starts at 10AM, Buyers Reception 5PM-6PM. Premium Sale 6PM.  

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated
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Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Start the New Year with 
a Clean, Fresh Home!

2500 E Main St, Ste A  •  Nacogdoches, Texas
Nacogdoches 936.560.3538  •  Lufkin 936.634.3211

website: https://rainbowrestores.com/nacogdoches

Contact us and ask 
about our air duct 
cleaning special!        

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate 
of Stephen F. Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Dea-
con in a Baptist Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as 
Choir Director at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in 
San Augustine and works three days a week. He was the director of the restoration og 
the old county records dating back to the 1800s. 

	 Most of us modern folk have never heard the term “box supper weather.” In 
fact, most of us do not know what a “box supper” is. Box supper weather is in 
the late fall, before winter starts. Usually by this time of the year there has al-
ready been a killing frost that enriched the beauty of the colors in the timber. The 
watermelons and gardens are long gone, and pumpkins can be seen among the 
turnip patches not yet harvested. It will not be long before the persimmons will 
be getting ripe.
	 During this special time of year most of the early schools in the county would 
have a “box supper.” This was a favorite means of raising money for the schools 
back in the 1800s and well into the early 1900s. The “box social” for churches 
evolved from this custom, and finally the “pie supper” which is used today to 
raise money from county politicians.
	 Though there are variations, the normal box supper began with the young 
ladies of the school district preparing lunches in specially decorated boxes. In 
these boxes could be cookies, a homemade pie, sandwiches, or even a full meal.  
Inside the boxes the young lass would place a piece of paper with her name on it.  
At a specified time these decorated boxes would be secretly taken into the school 
building so that no one would see the girl and the box together.
	 Of course, the married men knew their wife’s box and were expected to bid 
on it and get if for supper. The real competition was among the unmarried ladies 
and gentlemen. The men would bid on the box that was most attractive to them, 
and the winner would get to share the tasty contents with the young lady that 
made them. Perhaps a real date would then ensue.
	 The story is told of a very pretty young school teacher, Anne. She was  a prize 
worth bidding on, and several young men of the school were anxious to get her 
box and eat with her. But, Anne had a favorite boy friend, Fred. He came by the 
school often and walked her home to her boarding place near the school.
	 Two very mischievous students, Bill and John, often hid in the bushes by the 
trail and listened in on the conversations between Anne and Fred. On the day of 
the box supper they overheard Miss Anne telling Fred how to recognize her box.  
It would have a red, blue, and white ribbon bow on top of the white handle. He 
couldn’t miss it.
	 Of course Bill and John immediately spread the news to the other young men 
who were interested in Miss Anne. But they didn’t stop there – they persuaded 
several young ladies to decorate their boxes the same way. The stage was now set 
for the event.
	 The box supper was a riot. The old timers said that this supper raised more 
money than any they could remember. When the first box was up for auction, the 
bidding was very lively. Finally, one of the wealthier fellows got it and looked 
inside at the name. It wasn’t Miss Anne! He sat silently with a dejected look on 
his face. Then the next box came up. It was identical to the one before. Again the 
bidding went above a dollar. Once again, the high bidder was disappointed.
	 The bidding continued until six similarly decorated boxes had been auctioned 
off. Fred had been outbid on all of the boxes. Now he had only three dollars. The 
next few boxes were different, but were snatched up for twenty-five or fifty cents.  
Then the last box came up – it, too, had the proper bow on the handle.
	 Fred started the bidding at twenty-five cents. Poor Fred got the box for the 
opening bid. All of the opposition had spent their money on the counterfeit boxes 
and he got the real one from Miss Anne.
	 Everyone found their lunch cooks and enjoyed the evening. For the first 
time in history, a school teacher’s box sold for the low bid. Bill and John stared 
through the window and laughed hysterically.
	 So, the box supper was a highlight in the rural community, partly because 
there were very few entertaining activities going on at that time, and partly be-
cause this was an evening of good and inexpensive entertainment. This activity 
was enjoyed by the parents because for a while it took their minds off the prob-
lems that every family had in making a living.

The Box Supper
by Neal Murphy
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East Meets West 
in 1869—Is the 
Golden Spike 
Forgotten?
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception.	

		 In our meandering around 
the country, Utah has been one 
of our favorite states to visit. It 
boasts no fewer than five na-
tional parks—Zion, Arches, 
Canyonlands, Bryce Canyon 
and Capitol Reef. It would be 
impossible to describe in many 
books the uniqueness and maj-
esty of the western wonderlands 
they encompass. However, there 
is a national monument in Utah 
that lies almost unnoticed in the 
shadow of these grandiose parks.
		 Promontory, Utah is truly in the middle of nowhere. It consists mainly of a 
few buildings, including a relatively nice visitor center operated by the National 
Park Service, situated on a treeless rolling plain near the summit of the Promon-
tory Mountains north of the Great Salt Lake. The largest outbuilding is a locomo-
tive maintenance facility. Those were all the structures visible anywhere as far 
as we could see, except for an orphaned section of railroad track, perhaps a mile 
in length, that now goes nowhere. This is all that remains of the original historic 
rails that finally united the U. S. after the end of the Civil War. There are some 
sections of the route still in use today, especially in the western states, but the 
original hand-laid rails have long been replaced with modern ones. 
		 In the photo below are operating replicas of the locomotives that met, nose 
to nose, here in 1869—engines No. 119 and Jupiter:

	 This section of the line—the original through Promontory Point—was aban-
doned in 1904 when a shortcut rail line, the Lucin Cutoff, was built on a 32-mile 
trestle across the Great Salt Lake.

	 I was quite surprised that the Promontory site receives fewer than 50,000 
visitors each year—a tiny number, given the enormous importance to our country 

of the joining of these rails. Obviously, the remoteness of the location is a signifi-
cant factor in the paucity of visitors, but it seems a shame that the level of interest 
is so low. I wonder if this is one of the positive events of great significance in 
American history that are ignored by educators forced to concentrate on things 
like social ills and the sins of our forefathers? (Sorry for the mini-rant, but this is 
something that bothers me greatly.)
	 I imagined what it must have been like 150 years ago when the Union            
Pacific’s bustling army of workers were feverishly laying track here east of 
Promontory, knowing they were so close to the end of the line where they would 
meet the Central Pacific crews. At the visitor center, we watched a short but very 
informative video about the history of this place and the driving of the golden 
spike in the final railroad tie. There were some exhibits of relics from the project 
as well as a replica of the golden spike itself (the real one is in a museum now).
Here is a photo of the actual joining-of-the-rails ceremony in 1869:

	 I took this photo of the same site today. Note that even the telegraph pole in 
the original photo has been replicated:

	 An interesting bit of information that I didn’t know was that the Central    
Pacific and Union Pacific crews didn’t suddenly meet at Promontory on May 10, 
1869. They had previously met some time before that and had laid their tracks 
parallel to each other for 250 miles before the two companies could agree on 
an official meeting point. Promontory wasn’t chosen until President Ulysses S. 
Grant withheld payments to the companies until the decision was made. 
	 Here’s another tidbit: Because a telegraph line was built along with the rail-
road, the announcement of the joining was known immediately on both coasts, as 
the telegraph operator was keying the message in real time.
	 We spent a good deal of time at the point where the final tie was laid, com-
memorated by this varnished railroad tie:

	 Looking west from the Promontory site, I took this photo and stared for quite 
a long time toward the horizon, trying to take in the magnitude of this achieve-
ment so many years ago when the work of modern machinery was done by hu-
man laborers under harsh conditions, hacking their way through forests and blast-
ing through vast granite mountains, where progress was sometimes only eight 
inches per day.
	 There is so much more to learn about this amazing event in our nation’s his-
tory that I can’t possibly include here. Its importance in unifying the country—
especially just after the Civil War—and its vital role in advancing the develop-
ment of the West are probably not fully appreciated by most of our citizens. 
	 We lingered here for quite a while after the visitor center closed, pondering 
in silence all the sensations around us. A light breeze stirred the grass in the dry, 
nondescript and lonely landscape. Besides the two of us standing together, there 
were only the rails—rusting, unused and seemingly forgotten in the middle of 
nowhere, saying nothing about how very important they were.
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AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY

PRESENTS

THURSDAY, JULY 20 – 9 AM-4 PM
NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

EXPOSITION & CIVIC CENTER

FOR BUSINESS BOOTH SPACE RENTAL
AND OTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT DAVID STALLINGS
936.554.5822

Meet and visit with Nacogdoches and 
Area Business Owners and Employers

•
See and learn about their products and services 

FREE ADMISSION!
FREE HOURLY DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS!

The First Annual
Support Local Business 

EXPO!
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A Brief History of Nacogdoches
Excerpt from the Texas State Historical Association website

Author: Archie P. McDonald

[Nacogdoches] was named for the Nacogdoche Indians, a Caddo 
group. Archeological research has established that mounds found in 
the area date from approximately A.D. 1250, when the Indians built 
lodges along Lanana and Bonita creeks, which converge just south 
of Nacogdoches and continue as a single stream to the Angelina 

River. The mounds were found to con-
tain human bones and pottery. The expe-
dition of René Robert Cavelier, Sieur de 
La Salle, visited the area in 1687. Louis 
Juchereau de St. Denis was sent by the 
French governor Sieur Antoine de la 
Mothe Cadillac to establish trade with 
the Indians in Spanish Texas. St. Denis 
marked a trail through Nacogdoches to 
the Rio Grande, along part of the route 
later known as the Old San Antonio 
Road, and was briefly arrested. In the 		

				           summer of 1716 he accompanied 
Domingo Ramón back to East Texas to found Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe de los Nacogdoches and 
five other missions. The Franciscan 
Antonio Margil de Jesús had charge 
of the missions. Guadalupe Mission 
was abandoned briefly two years later 
due to fears of a French invasion but 
was reestablished by the Marqués de 
Aguayo in 1721. It operated more or 
less continuously until 1772, when 
viceroy Antonio María de Bucareli y 
Ursúa promulgated the New Regula-
tions for Presidios, which recommend-
ed the recall of all missions and settlers 
to San Antonio. The following year 

Governor Juan María Vicencio de Rip-
perdá sent soldiers to force the removal 
of all Spanish subjects to San Antonio. 
Antonio Gil Ibarvo [Y’Barbo], from 
the Lobanillo Creek area southeast of 
Nacogdoches, became the leader of the 
settlers. He petitioned successfully for 
the group to be allowed to return part 
of the way to East Texas. They estab-
lished a community named Bucareli on 	

				              the banks of
the Trinity River, where they remained for
four years until floods and Indian raids 
caused Ibarvo [Y’Barbo] to lead them 
in 1779 to the abandoned mission site at 
Nacogdoches, possibly the only building 
of European origin then standing in East 
Texas. Later Ibarvo [Y’Barbo] was com-
missioned commander of the militia and 
magistrate of the pueblo of Nacogdoches, 
the first official recognition of civil status 
for the community.

Nacogdoches became a gateway for trade, 
mostly illicit, with the French and later the 
Americans, from Natchitoches and New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Ibarvo [Y’Barbo] con-
structed a stone house, later known as the 
Old Stone Fort, where he conducted busi-
ness. Because of his governmental position 
it also assumed a public nature, which it 
retained until it was demolished in 1902. A 
replica of the building was constructed on 
the campus of Stephen F. Austin State 		

			        	     University during the Texas Centennial 
				       celebration (1936). The location of Nacog-

doches also gave 
it prominence in 
early military and 
political activities. 
During the 1790s 
the American mus-
tanger and filibus-
ter Philip Nolan 
often headquartered 
there. In 1806 Lt. 
Col. Simón de Her-
rera headquartered 
at Nacogdoches
while negotiating the Neutral Ground agreement with Gen. James 
Wilkinson of the United States. In 1812 filibusters Augustus Magee 
and Bernardo Gutiérrez de 
Lara proclaimed Texas free 
from Spain while at Nacog-
doches, and they published 
the first newspaper in 
Texas, the Gaceta de Tejas, 
before going on to meet 
defeat at the hands of Gen. 
Joaquín de Arredondo at a 
battle near San Antonio. 
Arredondo ordered all who
collaborated with them to be arrested, and the entire population of 
Nacogdoches fled into the Texas or Louisiana wilderness for safety 
temporarily. Arredondo’s men almost completely destroyed the 
town. After the signing of the Adams-Onís Treaty, which fixed the 

Sabine River as the boundary between Texas 
and the United States, James Long and 300 
followers occupied Nacogdoches in 1819 and 
again declared Texas independent of Spain. 
Long remained in Nacogdoches only a short 
time before attempting another expedition on 
the coast, which resulted in his death. The em-
presarial grant of Haden Edwards was head-
quartered at Nacogdoches, as was his abortive 
Fredonian Rebel-

lion of 1825–27. After this movement 
Col. José de las Piedras commanded a 
Mexican military garrison at Nacog-
doches until driven from the area in 
August 1832 after the battle of Nacog-
doches, one of the events that led to the 
Texas Revolution. During that move-
ment several prominent figures, includ-
ing Hayden S. Arnold, N. Adolphus 
Sterne, and four signers of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence- John S. 
Roberts, Charles S. Taylor, Thomas J.
Rusk, and Robert Potter -claimed Nacogdoches as their home. The 
town was a seat of unrest and supplied the revolutionary cause 
with men and money. After the revolution, the uprising of Vicente       
Córdova against the Republic of Texas in 1838 also centered around 
Nacogdoches.

In antebellum Texas and during the 
Civil War and Reconstruction,
Nacogdoches lost its prominence 
in state political and business af-
fairs, due to lack of transportation 
facilities, particularly railroads and 
navigable rivers. Though once one 		

					       of the three most important counties
in Texas, Nacogdoches County was reduced to 902 square miles as 
other counties were formed from its territory. Nacogdoches itself 
had been incorporated in 1837.

René Robert Cavelier, Sieur 
de La Salle

Fr. Antonio Margil de Jesus

Main Street Nacogdoches in 1899, 
note Stone Fort in center left

Bernardo Gutiérrez de Lara (l) and Augustus 
William Magee (r)

James Long

Haden Edwards

Stone Fort as it appeared in 1885

Painting of Antonio Gil 
Ibarvo [Y’Barbo] stand-
ing in front of the Stone 
Fort

Viceroy Antonio Maria de 
Bucareli y Ursua

Marqués de Aguayo
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Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

	 This month we travel to the Angelina County town of Redland.  Sit-
ting beside busy Hwy. 59 (future I69) is the Walker Cemetery on the east 
side of the highway just south of town. The monument reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

WALKER CEMETERY
	 THIS PART OF ANGELINA COUNTY HAS LONG BEEN 
CALLED RED LAND, OR REDLAND, FOR THE RED SOIL 
RIDGE THAT FORMS THE CENTER OF THE COMMUNITY. 
IN 1846, THOMAS R. WALKER MOVED INTO THE AREA 
FROM NORTH CAROLINA. IN 1851, HE WED EMILY Z. BRIS-
COE, AND THE COUPLE FARMED AND REARED THEIR 
CHILDREN ON THEIR HOMESTEAD. WALKER SERVED 
AS COUNTY SHERIFF AND COUNTY JUDGE, AND WAS A 
MEMBER OF THE LOCAL MASONIC LODGE.
	 UPON HIS DEATH IN 1877, WALKER WAS BURIED 
IN THIS CEMETERY, WHICH HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED 
BEFORE HE PURCHASED THE LAND IN 1858. ORIGI-
NALLY KNOWN AS RED LAND CEMETERY, THIS BURIAL 
GROUND WAS IN USE FOR DECADES BEFORE WALKER 
WAS BURIED HERE. ONE EARLY MARKED GRAVE IS 
THAT OF NATHANIEL S. ABNEY (D. 1855), THE YOUNG 
SON OF SETTLER PAUL C. ABNEY.
	 IN MARCH 1892, WALKER’S WIDOW DEEDED PART OF 
THE CEMETERY LAND TO COMMUNITY TRUSTEES. AT 
THIS SAME TIME, J. W. CHAMBLEE DEEDED ANOTHER 
PORTION, MAKING IT A THREE-ACRE PLOT. ADDITION-
AL ACREAGE WAS ACQUIRED IN THE 20TH CENTURY, 
INCREASING THE BURIAL GROUND TO ITS CURRENT 
SIZE. 
   	 MAINTAINED BY A CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, THE 
TOM WALKER CEMETERY, AS IT IS KNOWN TODAY, 
HOLDS THE HISTORY OF THIS EARLY EAST TEXAS COM-
MUNITY AND ITS PEOPLE. 

HISTORIC  TEXAS  CEMETERY  –  2003

Narcotics
Anonymous

Alcoholics
Anonymous

Tues, Thurs 7pm
Meetings at St. John Episcopal
Church, Hwy 96 S., Center TX

Fri, Sat 6:30pm

Center 
Glass

• Auto
• Residential
• Commercial
• Showers
• Mirrors
• Specialty
   Glass

GENERAL MANAGER
Brian Lewis

brian@centerglasstexas.com

1414 SOUTHVIEW CIRCLE  •  CENTER, TEXAS 75935
936.598.9190  •  Fax 936.598.9195

sales@centerglasstexas.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Tiffany Jamison

tiffany@centerglasstexas.com
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Thank You, Geraldine
 	
	 Geraldine Ellis Watson wore many hats in her lifetime: artist, nature lover, 
ecologist, naturalist, conservationist, and author. Two items which are part of her 
legacy are the Big Thicket Preserve and the Watson Rare Plant Preserve. Evi-
dently, the latter is a very well kept secret because I didn’t hear about it until last 
September in a conversation with plant enthusiast Leslie Bush. Although I have 
not been there yet I want to, hopefully with my youngest daughter Sara and her 
family. (Sara’s the one with the green thumb.)
	 The Preserve grew out of her experience as a ranger with the National Park 
Service, which dissatisfied. The Preserve is situated on eleven acres which she 
bought because of the ecology of the species there: carnivorous plants and wild 
orchids among others.
	 Look it up and hurry down there! And when you get there, be sure to say: 
“Thank you Geraldine!”

A Double Agent’s Double 
Agent
	 Juan Pujol Garcia, later known to the Brit-
ish as Agent Garbo and to Germans by the code-
name Alaric, was so effective in deception in 
espionage that he was awarded the Iron Cross 
by the Germans and an MBE by King George 
VI. He was included in Operation Fortitude, the 
attempt by the British to deceive the Germans 
about Operation Overlord, or D-Day. He con-
vinced the Germans that the invasion would take place at Pas de Calais, not at 
Normandy. Because Pujols delayed informing the Germans about the Normandy 
invasion, it gave the Allies a decisive advantage. Read more about him in Agent 
Garbo: The Brilliant Eccentric Secret Agent Who Saved D-Day.

The Ice House Cover
	      In 1869 it only cost the sender 90 

cents a colored 90 cent Lincoln postage 
stamp to an ice house in Calcutta, but to-
day its value far exceeds that.

	        When stamp store owner Charles 
Berg had an elderly couple try to sell it 
to him at his store Stamp King, he called 

the Chicago Police Department to tell them that the Ice House Cover, possibly 
worth a million dollars, had resurfaced. (It had been stolen in the 1960s).

A Little Bit 
of History...
by Hershel “Dickie” Dixon

	 Born in Lufkin, Texas to Hershel and Kathleen 
Hinson Dixon, Dickie Dixon is a sixth-generation 
Texan with deep roots in other parts of East Texas, 
too. His paternal g-g-g-grandparents, Zachariah Fen-
ley and wife Rebecca, arrived in what is now Angelina 
County about 1837. Only a year later he was killed in 
the Cordova Rebellion, which caused Rebecca to gain 
an interest in the Old Stone Fort. All Dickie’s ances-
tors were living in Angelina County by the 1880s, and 
one of them, Stanislaw John Pauszek (later Poskey) 
was a Polish immigrant.
	 Dickie holds several degrees and he served as 
a graduate assistant and grader at SFASU for Dr.       
Archie P. McDonald. Besides active roles in regional 
genealogy and archeology groups, Dickie speaks reg-
ularly at history events such as East Texas Historical Association conferences. Since 
2016 he has written a weekly column on history and genealogy for several newspapers 
called Kissin’ Kuzzins, a name which the column originator Carolyn Erickson autho-
rized him to use after her retirement. Dickie is committed to keeping memories of all 
types of history alive.

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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Providing hot water 
to Nacogdoches & 
surrounding areas 
since 1955

PLUMBING • PIPE • VALVES • FITTINGS

120 BREMOND STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
www.MooreNacogdoches.com
936.564.8331
484.550.7683 Fax

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Now accepting Credit Cards 
and Debit Cards for 

admission and at the bar.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

10,000 readers each month!10,000 readers each month!
4.9” W x 2.95” H

$95 for one month
$75 per month 12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550
mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

FRESH

TAMALES!
PORK - BEEF - CHICKEN

$12 DOZEN
MYREA ROJO

936.652.4350

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

•  Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled 
Nursing Facility

•  We offer Short Term Rehabilitation 
and Long Term Care

•  We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95  •  GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 • www.garrisonnursinghome.com

Kissin’ Kuzzins
by Hershel “Dickie” Dixon

	 Katie Davis and her parents, Larry and Shannon Davis,  represented 
Lufkin well in an unofficial capacity on Monday night, January 9th,  at the 
National Championship Football Game between Georgia and TCU. Katie, 
a junior TCU student, is  serving as a cheerleader for the university. 
	 (4) Joe Liggio, board member of the Watson Rare Plant Preserve  in 
Warren, will discuss “The Watson Rare Plant Preserve” about 7:15 p.m. 
on Monday, February 6, 2023 for the Deep East Texas Archeological So-
ciety at the Iris and Anne Howard Civic Center on 213 East Court Street 
in Newton. The Preserve was founded by Geraldine Ellis Watson and pos-
sesses five of the seven carnivorous plant species native to Texas. His gift 
book for speaking will be “The Natural History of the Edwards Plateau” 
by Brian G. Chapman, and the door prize book will be “Big Thicket Plant 
Ecology: An Introduction,” Third edition by Geraldine Ellis Watson. A 
copy of the door prize book will also be donated to the Newton County 
Public Library by one of the members. Liggio will also discuss “Wild 
Orchids of Texas,” coauthored by him and his wife at the March 6, 2023 
meeting of Detas; he will have copies of the book with him to sell and to 
sign at both the February 6th and March 6th meetings. (He only has two 
boxes of the book to sell; for some reason, it was discontinued.) At 6:30 
p.m. on February 6th, Sandra Litton will have the desserts and refresh-
ments ready for members and guests to enjoy. At 7 p.m., Ruth Dusan will 
conduct a short business meeting. The public is invited to attend. To join 
Detas for the year only costs $5 for an individual and $10 for a family. For 
more information, contact Ruth Dusan at (409) 379-5694 or jrdusan@
windstream.net or Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419  or dixonhershel51@
gmail.com.
	 (5) John Johnson will discuss “Researching World War Two Deaths 
and Veterans” at 10 a.m. at the Hardin County Genealogical Society          
Library in Kountze on Saturday, February 11, 2023.  For more informa-
tion, contact Owen Vaughn at (409) 651-0990 or owenvaughn@familyse-
arch.org.
	 (6) Dickie Dixon has submitted his list of possible speakers for the 
2023 Newton County Genealogy Conference and he, along with the rest 
of the Newton County Genealogy Conference Committee, has rendered its 
decision. The speaker schedule is as follows: 10:00 a.m. Stanley Fletcher
“The Kisatchie Wold: Nature’s Road West”; 11:00 a.m. Nelta Nolen 
“Sources and Records in genealogy:  The Difference, Which to Use When 
and How to Cite Them”; Noon Keynote Speaker Owen Vaughn “The More 
Advanced Features of familysearch.org”; 1:00 p.m. Sherrie Leach “What 
To do With a Mystery DNA”; 2:00 p.m. Jeff Forret “The Domestic Slave 
Trade, Shipwrecks, and the Lost History of Reparation”; 3:00 p.m. Kyle 
Ainsworth “Choices and Challenges For Runaway Slaves in Texas, 1835-
1865.” The cost of the conference is $20, which includes a box lunch. 
To RSVP, mail a check or money order in the amount of $20 made out 
to Newton County Genealogy Conference by February 16th to Confer-
ence 213 East Court Street, Newton, Texas 75966. For more information, 
contact Terri Woods at (409) 379-2109 or terri.woods@co.newton.tx.us.
	 (7) Linda Reynolds will present “The Carolyn Reeves Ericson Gene-
alogy Collection” at 5 p.m. to the Angelina County Genealogical Society 
on Monday, February 27, 2023 at the Community Meeting Room of Kurth 
Memorial Library on 706 South Raguet Street in Lufkin, Texas. For more 
information, contact Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 or dixonhershel51@
gmail.com.
	 (8) The Angelina County Genealogical Society will host a 60th Anni-
versary John F. Kennedy Assassination Conference on Saturday, May 20, 
2023 in Lufkin.
	 (9)	 Angelina County Genealogical Society president Dickie Dixon 
is planning an event to honor the Lufkin High School 1963 state baseball 
championship team on either June 5th, the day the game started, or June 
6th, the day the game ended.

To submit an item to this column email it to dixonhershel51@gmail.com 
by phone to (936) 671-1419 or by mail to Kissin’ Kuzzins P. O. Box 151001 
Lufkin Texas 75915-1001. For a book review, mail a complimentary copy 
to the address just listed.

Lufkin Well 
Represented by 
the Davises
Katie Davis in her Instagram announcement 
when she became a TCU Showgirl.

Photo courtesy Katie Davis

4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 102 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE
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In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!
	 Well, 2023 is here and we have hit the ground running. January saw a Region 
V Junior High School Rodeo, a High School Rodeo, a Pineywoods Youth Ro-
deo and Mike and Sherrylynn Johnson’s 5 Star Junior Roping and Barrel Race. 
Lufkin, Texas has become the headquarters for youth rodeo in East Texas and 
Western Louisiana, and there is more to come!
	 February offers plenty of rodeo action as well. On February 4-5, the Piney-
woods Youth Rodeo Association returns for two full days of events. Admission is 
free and you can watch young rodeo athletes from the ages of 6 to 19 compete in 
a variety of events. Go to www.pineywoodsrodeo.com to learn more.
	 Mark your calendars and get your tickets now as a Lufkin tradition returns…
BULL BASH is here! Saturday night, February 11. Come out and see the best 
professional bull riders in the country compete for big prize money. Go to www.
xtremebullbash.com to get tickets and learn more.  
	 On February 18-19 Region V of the Texas High School Rodeo Association 
returns to Lufkin. This rodeo is part of a national association that began in 1947 
in Hallettsville, Texas that allows cowboys and cowgirls to progress on to their 
respective state finals and then to the National High School Finals Rodeo in     
Gillette, Wyoming. They also have the opportunity to receive scholarships and 
continue to compete on a collegiate level.
	 Gold Buckle Championship Team Roping will be in Lufkin on February 
24-25. This tournament style team roping event attracts ropers from across the        
region for two full days of competition.
	 We have lots of exciting prospects on the horizon as producers and organiza-
tions recognize that Lufkin, Texas is one of the best locations to host events in 
East Texas.	
	 Make plans to come out and attend.

As always,

See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and Best 

Security Systems 
Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches

Since 1979

• Commercial & Residential 
 Security Systems
• Commercial, Residential  
 & Auto Lock and Key  
 Services

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

PICK UP A COPY OF 
RECIPES

when you pick up
AROUND THE TOWN 

Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church 
would love to have you come and worship with us. 
We are at 2271 FM 139 Joaquin,  TX or join us on 

Facebook at Fellowship MBC. In a time of uncertainty 
and unpredictability its comforting to know you can 
have rest in Jesus! (Matthew 11:28) These aren’t just 

words in a book, but a promise from the savior! 
Maybe you’re at a point where you’ve tried every-

thing else, but have you given the peace that Jesus 
offers a try? We hope and pray to see you at 

Fellowship MBC soon. For more information, please 
contact Joseph Halliday - jhalliday827@gmail.com-
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	 Leaders discovered that employee 
satisfaction hinges not on perks but on 
feeling heard and valued as a person. 
More and more, employees demand better 
working conditions so they can achieve a 
healthier work-life balance.
	 Empathy and understanding, paying 
more attention to opportunities for each 
employee to learn and grow, and adopt-
ing a “servant leadership” management style are replacing the “command and 
control” model.
What is Servant Leadership?
	 Don’t confuse the kindness of servant leadership with softness. Originating 
in the 1970s, servant leadership focused on creating a workplace environment 
where employees grow and thrive. The philosophy behind it is that when employ-
ees are supported, well-trained, trusted, and empowered to do their jobs, they’re 
more committed and engaged. In a servant leadership environment, employees 
take more ownership over their responsibilities and feel comfortable enough in 
their workplace to make mistakes, say “I need help,” or come to their supervisors 
with actionable suggestions.
	 The business becomes more successful because the people in charge of oper-

ating it – the employees – have 
a higher degree of engagement 
and thus self-incentivize. In-
stead of a cold-war-style en-
vironment of disgruntled or 
resigned employees doing the 
bare minimum to satisfy their 
corporate overlords, a servant 
leadership-managed team nur-
tures the well-being of its em-

ployees, resulting in a more natural team dynamic and a higher level of employee 
satisfaction.
Putting Servant Leadership Principles into Practice
	 Servant leadership is a big trend across many industries, and managers are 
full of questions:
		  Whom do we serve?
		  How do we help?
		  How can I make a difference?
	 Authentic leadership is a more transparent management style focused on 
sharing information, the thought process behind different decisions, and more 
openness to give-and-take for employee suggestions and concerns. Instead of 
managers hoarding information and simply doling out job assignments and ex-
pectations, authentic leadership involves sharing as much information about the 
company, reasons for change, and goals for the changes as possible.
	 Servant leadership takes this model one step further and includes empathy 
and empowerment. Leaders talk less, listen more, and value employees’ insight, 
making them more responsible for creating their own path to success.
How Does Servant Leadership Add Value to an Organization?
	 Servant leadership focuses on seeing employees as the whole person, not 
just the job that they do. All people have the innate desire to be valued and cared 
about and a need to belong. When a leader can help meet those needs in the work-
place and remove obstacles employees need to succeed, productivity increases, 
and employees feel more comfortable taking initiative.
	 Servant leaders lead to serve the needs of their employees, giving them the 
tools (equipment, training, and support) they need to do their jobs and anticipat-
ing their needs. This kind of support also creates camaraderie among your teams, 
and, through the example that servant leaders set, team members become more 
supportive of each other.
	 If you’re struggling to retain your top talent, or if a recent employee opinion 
survey reveals that many workers feel unsupported by or disconnected from their 
managers, then perhaps a shift to servant leadership for your key managers and 
team leaders is necessary. Encourage your managers to lead with empathy, or 
even consider taking one of the many servant leadership courses available online. 
You may be surprised at taking a step back can enable your teams to take several 
leaps forward.

Command-And-
Control Gives 
Way to Servant 
Leadership
by Amanda Powell
Director of Marketing & Communications
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber ofr Commerce
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

Dehart Veterinary Services
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER

& WELLNESS CLINIC
Locations throughout East Texas

Call or Text: (903) 590-7722 or (903) 312-6422
Email: dehartveterinaryservices@yahoo.com

www.dehartvetservices.com
Must have appt. for Spay/Neuter services.

P.O. Box 1714 • 2524 US Hwy 96N • Center, TX 75935
Phone: (877) 598-9131 • Fax: (936) 598-3433

Richard Goodwin
General Manager

www.sgoodwinroof.com
email: richard.goodwin@sgoodwinroof.com
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Recharge the Body
by Mary Francis Johannessen

	 Classes in Tia-chi, Yoga, Pilates, Zumba -
which particular exercise class is for each of us?   
We hear and see advertising every day that these 
classes are being offered in person or can be fol-
lowed on the internet videos.   
	 Choosing one class over the other depends on how we can physically par-
ticipate. Learn and get to know the differences in the difficulty of each class. 
Checking with our physician is a good idea prior to any registration.                   	
	 Tai-chi will be the less strenuous. It is described as meditation in motion, 
combining the mind and body to boost flexibility and balance. Breathing is 
controlled to help focus on bodily sensations. The concepts of Q1 and Yin 
and Yang energy forces are part of the workout. It’s gentle on the joints while 
strengthening our mind and alleviating less muscle tension  as well as reliev-
ing stress.                
	 Yoga is good for overall wellness improvement. Body and mind working 
together again, yoga is described as an exercise which can be done on a mat,
a chair or in a standing position.  Physical postures and movement plus breath-
ing control leads to increasing our strength, endurance, and body balance, and 
calms the mind to lessen stress. Depending upon our individual needs or abili-
ties, ten different yoga poses can be incorporated in each exercise workout.      
	 Pilates is a philosophy of mind, body, and spirit of alignment to strengthen 
the core of our body with mindful movement. This exercise involves a great 
deal of up and down off the floor movement. Tension in the shoulders, back, 
and legs can be relieved while at the same time increasing strength, improv-
ing flexibility, and toning our muscles to promote a better posture. Pilates is 
more intense than yoga with more attention on core alignment. 
	 Zumba is a dance exercise. Participants may choose this concept to tone 
muscles and to loose weight. Usually no equipment is needed but to just fol-
low the fast paced music.               
	 No matter which exercise we decide to choose to participate in, all of 
them involve improving our health. Becoming more active each day helps us 
get in touch with ourselves and these fun exercises can become a means of 
socializing with others while taking the classes.   
	 Start something fun with better fitness direction and change your lifestyle 
by getting your posture, strength, balance, endurance and mind on target to re-
charge. Search the internet for videos on each concept. With your physician’s 
approval, pick an exercise you like and fits your age bracket and endurance 
level. Not long after beginning, you’ll be proud and  happy with yourself.   
	 Exercise of any kind, such as any of the above popular exercise concepts, 
could become a life style improvement change that we do routinely now.   
Repeat to yourself ..........if it is to be it is up to me. 

Mary Frances Johannessen - graduate of San Augus-
tine High School, Angelina College Nursing School, 
Stephen F.  Austin Nursing School  -  Retired Regis-
tered Nurse with a 40 year career - Ambassador for 
San Augustine since retiring 8 years ago. Member SA 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce. Likes traveling 
and family time. 

Your 1/4 page full-color ad Your 1/4 page full-color ad 
will reachwill reach

more than 10,000 readers more than 10,000 readers 
in 4 counties each month!in 4 counties each month!
Nacogdoches - AngelinaNacogdoches - Angelina
Shelby - San AugustineShelby - San Augustine

4.9” W x 6.25” H
$195 for one month

$175 per month 
12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

ADVERTISE WITH US 
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

2423 North Street •  Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

SINCE 1989

For All your Jewelry needs, 
including Thin Red Line 

Watches by CITIZEN

WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Monday - Friday

Follow us on Facebook
WTF Cafe & Store

Purchase a $10 entree &         
receive a single scoop ice 

cream cone (w/this coupon)

New Ownership - Owner Operated

Sacul -HWY 204  •  936.326.4344
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Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated • Complete Mulch Supply Company 

Mulch - $40 pickup load
Mushroom Compost

Woodchip & Playground Material
Crushed Concrete • Limestone • Asphalt

936-564-1534      3366 FM 2259 Nacogdoches
Where Money Does Grow on Trees!Where Money Does Grow on Trees!
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®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop
Est. 1951

New Hours
Tue.-Fri. 7am - 5pm

Sat. 6am - Noon

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889

Naconiche
Sawmill Services

Grant Wheeler
Owner/Operator

936.645.1164
1082 County Road 1361 • Garrison, TX 75946

naconichesawmill@gmail.com
www.naconichesawmill.com

 936-326-8457 
 936-326-8547

Tues-Thurs: 11:00-8:30p • Fri & Sat: 11:00-9:30p
Closed Sundays & Mondays

Private Club - Memberships Available to 
The Back Porch Bar & Grill * Open Late

Home Cooking at its BEST!
All U Can Eat Catfish Fri & Sat
754 7th Street Cushing, TX 75760

Jerry & Kim Fears Owner/Manager

203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”
Roll on in 
for lunch

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Equal Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting

the quality of life
for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

We are a 
Proud Member of

Drew Stallings
Agency Owner
Drew Stallings Agency
1400 W Mayfield, STE 320
Arlington, TX 76015
Office 817-468-2805
Cell 936-558-3353
Fax 817-468-3955
dstallings@farmersagent.com
TX Producer LIC 2252441

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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Solution to puzzles found on page 43.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SUPER BOWL

ACROSS
1. COVID tester
5. Pep rally syllable
8. To overlay with thin gold coating
12. Sky bear
13. Abundant
14. Worrier’s worry?
15. Fishing spot
16. Blackhearted
17. Full of coral
18. *2023 Super Bowl stadium sponsor
20. Research facil.
21. Egg cell
22. King Charles to Prince Harry
23. Thief’s target
26. *2023 Super Bowl Halftime Show star
30. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”
31. Bob Marley’s music
34. Yarn spinner
35. “The Poky Little ____”
37. Skedaddle
38. 18-wheelers
39. “Guilty,” e.g.
40. Fabric inset
42. One of the sibs
43. *Super Bowl advertiser’s purchase
45. Anatolian language
47. Decay
48. “There it is,” ‡ Paris
50. “Hold on!”
52. *Home of the Ravens, for both Super Bowl appearances
56. Cuckoo for these puffs!
57. Curved molding
58. Medicinal plant
59. Court orders, e.g.
60. Sonny & Cher and Abbott &Costello
61. Talk like a drunk
62. Actor Danson and character Lasso
63. “Owner of a Lonely Heart” band
64. *Star of the most-watched Super Bowl Halftime Show

DOWN
1. Paddleboarding acronym
2. Court order
3. Between ports
4. Hungarian composer Bela ______
5. *Either one of the opposing 
     Super Bowl teams
6. Flambé
7. Position of leadership
8. *2023 Super Bowl AZ location
9. Frosts, as a cake
10. Hit the road
11. Like certain humor
13. Disprove
14. Dickens’s Heep
19. Each and all
22. One of a set of dice
23. Father, colloquially
24. Round openings
25. Pickled garnish
26. *Last year’s Super Bowl winners
27. Nimbus, pl.
28. Nigerian money
29. Torcher’s crime
32. Elmer’s, e.g.
33. Found at the pump
36. *Team with most Super Bowl appearances
38. Signing tool at the cash register
40. Greenwich-related acronym
41. Superior ones
44. Itsy-bitsy bits
46. Patterned table linen
48. Lacking clarity
49. Bread spreads
50. Donned
51. As opposed to base in chemistry
52. Snatchers’ quest

53. Cantina pot
54. *Overwhelming Super Bowl        	
      defeat
55. Fear-inspiring
56. 100 lbs.54. Canal in a song
55. U.N. workers’ grp.
58. Banned insecticide, acr.
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	 Where did Valentine’s Day originate from? The history of the holi-
day—and the story of its patron saint—is shrouded in mystery. We do 
know that February has long been celebrated as a month of romance, and 
that St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both 
Christian and ancient Roman tradition. But who was Saint Valentine, and 
how did he become associated with this ancient rite?
	 The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named 
Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. One legend contends 
that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. 
When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers 
than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men. 
Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and con-
tinued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s 
actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Still 
others insist that it was Saint Valentine of Terni, a bishop, who was the 
true namesake of the holiday. He, too, was beheaded by Claudius II out-
side Rome.
	 Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempt-
ing to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons, where they were often 
beaten and tortured. According to one legend, an imprisoned Valentine 
actually sent the first “valentine” greeting himself after he fell in love 
with a young girl—possibly his jailor’s daughter—who visited him dur-
ing his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a let-
ter signed “From your Valentine,” an expression that is still in use today. 
Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is murky, the stories all 
emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic and—most importantly—
romantic figure. By the Middle Ages, perhaps thanks to this reputation, 
Valentine would become one of the most popular saints in England and 
France.

Origins of Valentine’s Day: A Pagan Festival in February
	 While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the mid-
dle of February to commemorate the anniversary of Valentine’s death or 
burial—which probably occurred around A.D. 270—others claim that the 
Christian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s feast day in the 
middle of February in an effort to “Christianize” the pagan celebration of 
Lupercalia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or February 15, Lupercalia 
was a fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, 
as well as to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus.
	 To begin the festival, members of the Luperci, an order of Roman 
priests, would gather at a sacred cave where the infants Romulus and Re-
mus, the founders of Rome, were believed to have been cared for by a 
she-wolf or lupa. The priests would sacrifice a goat, for fertility, and a 
dog, for purification. They would then strip the goat’s hide into strips, dip 
them into the sacrificial blood and take to the streets, gently slapping both 
women and crop fields with the goat hide. Far from being fearful, Roman 
women welcomed the touch of the hides because it was believed to make 

History of Valentine’s Day
excerpt from History.com

them more fertile in the coming year. Later in the day, according to legend, all 
the young women in the city would place their names in a big urn. The city’s 
bachelors would each choose a name and become paired for the year with his 
chosen woman. These matches often ended in marriage.
	
Valentine’s DayMeaning: A Day of Romance and Love 
	 Lupercalia survived the initial rise of Christianity but was outlawed—as it 
was deemed “un-Christian”—at the end of the 5th century, when Pope Gelas-
ius declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day. It was not until much later, how-
ever, that the day became definitively associated with love. During the Middle 
Ages, it was commonly believed in France and England that February 14 was 
the beginning of birds’ mating season, which added to the idea that the middle 
of Valentine’s Day should be a day for romance. The English poet Geoffrey 
Chaucer was the first to record St. Valentine’s Day as a day of romantic cel-
ebration in his 1375 poem “Parliament of Foules,” writing, ““For this was sent 
on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate.”
	 Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the Middle Ages, though 
written Valentine’s didn’t begin to appear until after 1400. The oldest known 
valentine still in existence today was a poem written in 1415 by Charles, Duke 
of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of London fol-
lowing his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. (The greeting is now part of 
the manuscript collection of the British Library in London, England.) Several 
years later, it is believed that King Henry V hired a writer named John Lydgate 
to compose a valentine note to Catherine of Valois.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

The office of
DR. ARLIS W. HIBBARDDR. ARLIS W. HIBBARD

Ear, Nose and Throat

is closed due to his retirement

Dr. Hibbard would like to express his 
sincere gratitude to all his patients

over the years. 

Saint Valentine, who according to some sources is actually two distinct historical 
characters who were said to have healed a child while imprisoned and executed by 
decapitation. 				                  Fototeca Gilard / Getty Images

“Your flaws are perfect
for the heart that’s meant
to love you.”

TRENT SHELTON
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Santa Elena Canyon, Big Bend National Park, with Mexico to the left of the river and Texas to the right.                                             Photo courtesy of James Aston

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming 

event or fundraiser, please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.
We’ll help spread the word!

Please include a contact phone number.
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Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

10,000 readers each month!10,000 readers each month!
4.9” W x 2.95” H

$95 for one month
$75 per month 12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

“Thank you David D. 
Stallings, for support-
ing and promoting 
our local businesses. 
We love the Around 
the Town paper!” 
Steve & Sarah Traylor - 

	 Texas First Health 
	 Insurance

Solution to puzzles from page 40.

$50 prize each month 
for best recipe submitted 

TO 
RECIPES 

FROM AROUND THE TOWN & BEYOND! 
Read the paper now at 

www.aroundthetown.us/reci pes 

CONTEST RULES 

To be considered, recipes cannot be copied from 
a cookbook or publication. They cannot be an at­
tachment or a scanned copy of a handwritten or 
typed recipe. They must be typed out in the body 
of an email message. Only one recipe per month 
per person will be permitted for consideration. If 
you wish to submit more than one recipe, please 
designate which recipe is for the judging. Recipes 
will be published as space allows for them. Once 
available space is filled, any additional recipes 
will be held over until the next month. Email rec­
ipes to AroundTheTown@mail.com no later than 
the 20th of each month preceding publication on 
the 1st. 

	 (StatePoint) Valentine’s Day is an age-old tradition, and it falls on the same day 
each year, but that doesn’t necessarily mean you’ve planned ahead for the occasion.
	 The good news? There are more thoughtful ways to spontaneously express 
your love than ever before, thanks to new digital tools. In addition to the classic 
options, like flowers, you might consider treating your loved one to their favorite 
meal via a delivery service like Door Dash or Uber Eats, or sending them a heart-
felt, customized video greeting with SmashUps from americangreetings.com.
	 If Valentine’s Day catches you by surprise this year, fear not. These days, 
meaningful, creative gift options that can be delivered in hours, or even seconds, 
abound.

Save Valentine’s Day With 
These Last-Minute Gift Ideas

LIVING
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FREE NAC NEWS 24/7!

Don’t miss your news from Nacogdoches!
Create an easy shortcut on your

iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS

PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS

NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS

WEATHER
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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