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Catfish Junction, 
Broaddus, Texas
Serving Up a Smile
by Dr. Vi Alexander, Staff Writer
  

		 Tucked	away	 in	 the	 small	 town	of	Broaddus,	Texas,	Catfish	 Junction	 is	 a	
hidden treasure which is owned and operated by Danny and Eve Wall. The food 
and	 entertainment	 is	 definitely	 worth	
the drive. Broaddus is referred to as 
the Gateway to Sam Rayburn and lies 
in San Augustine County, positioned 
southeast of Nacogdoches and north of 
San Augustine, Texas.  
  The restaurant business is not new 
to Danny Wall, as he began working 
in the Dairy Mart in Broaddus at age 
eleven years. Danny purchased the 
Dairy Mart in 2002 and put it back to 
its original appearance. Then, seven-
teen years ago, he sold it to his broth-
er-in-law and his sister, Dwight and 
Cindy Woodard.  Danny has owned 
eleven additional restaurants such as: 
Willis 1097 Restaurant and Club, Savannah Beach Restaurant and Club, Light-
house Steak and Seafood, plus two motels and grocery store in Zavalla. Food and 
entertainment are served in his establishments, with performers such as: Gene 
Watson, Percy Sledge, and other well-known singers.
		 Danny	was	born	in	Broaddus	to	meager,	Christian	parents,	Murline	and	Jerry	
Wall, along with two brothers, Alan and Tony and sister, Cindy. Danny’s aging 
parents still reside in Broaddus, while dad is 92 years old and remains in good 
health today. Murline Wall played the piano in the local church for 65 years.  
  Like their mother, Alan, Tony, and Danny were musically talented and early 
on formed a band called Wall Brothers and Company. The brothers had a great 
deal of success as they toured with such talent as Mark Chesnutt, The Nitty Gritty 

80 Years Young
Happy Birthday—
Billy Huddleston, Sr.
by Dr. Vi Alexander, Staff Writer

  
		 June	8th	is	designated	as	National	Friend’s	Day,	National	Gin	Day,	and	most	
importantly,	Billy	Lynn	Huddleston’s	birthday.	Reaching	80	years	old	is	a	tes-
tament to a life lived well, with many 
milestones and achievements along the 
way.	 	On	 June	 8,	 2025,	we	 celebrate	
Billy’s	 80th	 birthday,	 as	 it	 marks	 a	
transition into a new chapter as an oc-
togenarian. 
  Birthdays are a time to look back 
on	 cherished	 memories,	 significant	
events, and people who have shaped 
one’s life. 1945 marked the end of 
World War II, children played Hop-
scotch	 and	 Jacks,	Velcro	was	 discov-
ered, and it cost 27 cents to watch a 
movie. Many of those memories were 
reflected	upon,	as	I	talked	to	Billy	and	
his lovely wife, Catherine.  
  Billy was born in Houston, Texas 
on	June	8,	1945,	to	Bernie	and	Ada	Bell	Huddleston.	When	Billy	was	14	years	
old, he went to work as an apprentice butcher for a neighborhood “mom and 
pop” meat market in Houston. It was there that he met, Catherine, the love of his 
life. Billy said, “She lived just 2 streets over from the meat market so she would 
shop in the store.” Two years after Billy graduated from Smiley High School, he 
and Catherine were married and recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary.	They	are	the	proud	parents	of	Billy	Huddleston,	Jr.,	and	Lori	Blankenship,	
daughter-in-law	Kristi,	five	grandchildren,	and	five	great	grandchildren.	In	2012,	
his granddaughter, Macy, started managing Butcher Boy’s Smokehouse and Deli. 
  From the time Billy began working in the “mom and pop” meat market, he 
discovered that he really enjoyed being a butcher. It wasn’t long before he had 
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18th year of proudly serving Deep East Texas.
Call, Text or eMail for an Appointment.

Now Open

Downtown Nacogdoches
403 East Hospital Street

Tasting Room Hours
Wed-Thurs 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm; Fri-Sat 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm

We’re in the business of turning 
grains into Liquid Happiness!

LEARN MORE AT

fsbctx.bank/contest

PROUDLY
PRESENTS

Introducing our judge - Elton Scifres
Elton has been in the photography arena for 
20 years. He currently serves as president of 
the Nacogdoches Photography Club and as 
a long-time member of that club has had the 
privilege of earning recognition for his work 
in their annual juried gallery shows.  Elton 
and his wife, a talented watercolor artist and 
photographer, are thrilled to share our artistic 
vision in an upcoming exhibition at the 
Falling Star Gallery.

How to Enter
• Entries accepted May 12 - June 6, 2025.

• The fee is $5 per entry. Each photographer may 
enter up to six (6) photographs.

• Submit your mounted photograph at                                                                     
FSB Corporate Headquarters    
115 Shelbyville Street, Center, Texas                      
Contact: Stephanie Elswick

• Winners will receive cash awards from Farmers 
State Bank for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place!

Farmers State Bank is proud
to announce this year’s 

photo contest!
We welcome the shutterbugs, creatives, and crafties to

participate in our photography contest and exhibit!

T H E  F S B  T H I R D  A N N UA L

P H    T O
CONTEST 

 
Call for Entries has 

been EXTENDED!
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CATFISH JUNCTION
Dirt Band, Shenandoah, The Marshall Tucker Band, Highway 101, Sugarloaf, Al 
Wilson, Tiny Tim, The Monkeys, Eddie Raven, The Statler Brothers, and sang 
harmony vocals for Larry Gatlin. Unfortunately, Alan and Tony have passed 
away in the last two years and left a huge void in Danny’s heart.  
  Danny is blessed with his lovely wife Eve, 4 children, and 14 grandchildren.  
He	and	Eve	own	and	operate	Catfish	Junction	which	is	open	Thursday	through	
Sunday—where you are fed well and entertained well. Danny stated that his fa-
vorite	part	of	the	restaurant	business	is	the,	“Live	entertainment	and	their	five-
star food.” The restaurant has 3 dining rooms and one with a stage which offers 
live entertainment on Friday and Saturday nights from 6:00 to 9:00 with Scott 
Floyd on the saxophone, Keith Lewing is on drums, and Danny plays the guitar 
and sings.  
  Danny has a real zest for life, as demonstrated with his many business ven-
tures and fondness for entertaining. Hank Snow in 1962 said it best with his cover 
of “I’ve Been Everywhere.” Each verse in this song is a testament to the singer’s 
life on the move, a relentless pursuit of experience. To me this song is about be-
ing in the game a long time, having all types of adventures. Danny says, “You 
get what you see with me. I love people and want to make them happy. Being a 
servant is the best job—life is hard, people struggle. I want to serve up a smile 
and have them come in and leave on a high.”  

Catfish Junction 
1310 Hwy 147
Broaddus, Texas 75929
936 201-4996

Open:
Thursday	11:00	AM	to	8:00	PM
Friday and Saturday 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
An “All You Can Eat” buffet is provided Thursday through Sunday.

NORTH FOREST
PUTTING COURSE
Summer Hours
2 - 10 PM Daily

3507 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75965

936.564.6525
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kencofun.com  5231 South St. Nacogdoches, TX  
936.569.0785

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

FOUNDATION SPECIALIST 

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
-Slab, Pier-&-Beam

-Foam Injection
-Rotting Floor Replacement

Call James For Your FREE Estimate
936.238.5604 or 1.800.201.7149

www.ritewayfoundation.com

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Serving
East Texas
Since 1976

CM TREE SERVICECM TREE SERVICE
Full Service Land Management

Call Claude Miguez

936-225-1262

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal 
• Bucket Truck
• Basket Lift (up to 90 feet)
• Insured
• Dozer Work
• Land Clearing 
• Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Pond Digging & Excavating Work

SERVING ANGELINA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

“We’ll go 
out on a 
limb for 

you!”

Now has Delivery Service
3205 N. University Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX • www.nacburger.com

936.205.9835
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Who 
Changed 
the Signs?
“Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You 
will not surely die.’”Genesis	3:4(NKJV)
 
	 The	fleeing	Nazis	in	World	War	II	were	
being chased out of France. As they re-
treated, they changed all the road signs, 
a trick that confused our armies and sent 
them in the wrong direction until it was 
realized those signs could not be trusted.
 There is a growing awareness among 
discerning folk today that they have been 

tricked. They have followed all the enticing invitations posted along the way: 
“This way to success,” and they follow until realizing the road gets steeper and 
more	 demanding,	 and	 the	 definition	 of	 success	 keeps	 changing.	 “This	way	 to	
happiness!” says another sign, and they dash down that road until they begin to 
notice all the unhappy people coming back.
 A lot of people are becoming aware that some enemy has changed the signs. 
He has posted his false directions in most attractive and creative ways, using the 
best and cleverest minds and media. “Here is life!” it announces. And he sends 
them toward death. “Here is happiness!” He invites and they soon learn he has 
changed the street sign. That was not “Happiness Boulevard.” It was “Misery 
Avenue.” His motto is: “Promise them anything, but give them hell.”
	 In	Genesis	three,	we	see	Satan	making	his	first	pitch,	stealing	life	and	happi-
ness and fellowship with God away from Adam and Eve. It may or may not be 
surprising to discover he hasn’t changed his line one bit. Why should he? It is still 
working. The things he said to Eve he is still saying to you and me.
 Satan’s temptations sound good to us, because there is an element of truth in 
each one. Satan knows we can handle outright lies, but a half lie is most danger-
ous. Tennyson said: “A lie that is all a lie can be met and fought outright; but a lie 
that	is	partly	truth	is	a	harder	matter	to	fight.”	Satan	asked	Eve:	“Has	God	indeed	
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”’ Well, that was true; that is 
what God said, but it was phrased in such a way, with such a veiled suggestion, 
that it was a lie. Satan does the same today. Did God really say, ‘You are not to 
love anything or anyone more than Me?’ Did He actually say, ‘You are to honor 
your father and mother?’ Did God really say, ‘You shall not commit adultery?”’ 
Really? He told them, “You shall not surely die.” That was a half lie. It is true 
they did not die immediately, but they did die a disastrous spiritual death. Their 
sin did what sin always does. It separated them from God.
 Adam and Eve tried to hide from God, but they could not. You can’t hide 
from God either. When God found them, they began to blame each other. Adam 
blamed Eve; Eve blamed the serpent. When you get caught, do you try to place 
the blame on someone else? What should be our response? The right way is to 
face up to it. You don’t have to run and hide. The Bible tells us, “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”	(1	John	1:9).	God	won’t	change	the	directional	signs.	 If	you	
will confess your sins, He will forgive.

A LITTLE HUMOR:  A young preacher observed that hundreds of cars drove 
by his church, apparently without noticing it. He decided to put up a sign by the 
busy street. The sign read: “If you’re tired of sin, come on in.” A few days later 
someone	had	written	on	the	bottom:	“If	not,	call	899-3335.”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed 

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS
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the	technical	knowledge	and	was	proficient	in	using	the	tools	of	the	trade.	Sadly,	
Billy stated, “Butchers are the experts on meat cutting, but the occupation seems 
to be a dying breed. I believe there is a real need for experienced meat cutters,” 
said Billy, “No one wants to do the 
time or do the work. It’s a labor-
intensive type job.” Billy loves 
every aspect of the job. He worked 
in larger meat markets in Houston 
but later moved to Lufkin, Texas to 
work for Safeway Supermarket.  
  Although it took a while to get 
to	Nacogdoches,	8	years	later	Billy	
transferred to Safeway Supermar-
ket in Nacogdoches. Here, he had a 
hair-raising experience when he
chased and caught a shoplifter who
had stolen cheese from Safeway. The lady shoplifter put a gun in Billy’s chest 
and he fell to the ground.  Having escaped, he learned a valuable lesson—“Don’t 
put your life on the line for cheese.”
  It was during this time that he and Catherine made the decision to estab-

lish their own business, and 
they named it Butcher Boy’s 
Smokehouse and Deli. The 
restaurant initially opened on 
North Street and 3 years later, 
they purchased Roy’s Store on 
Mound Street. For 17 years, the 
business grew and more space 
was needed to prepare meals, 
sausage, and the Butcher Boy’s 
Seasonings that were created 
by Catherine and sold in the 
store. The customers rave about 

                    her self-formulated seasonings 
                for barbeque, steak, and creole 
recipes.  
  In 1994, they purchased a vacant lot at 1224 North Street, Catherine drew the 
plans, a new Butcher Boy’s Smokehouse and 
Deli opened, and as they say, the rest is his-
tory. Butcher Boy’s has been featured in Texas 
Monthly, and has been a local stop for numer-
ous celebrities and popular podcasters. Being 
placed on the Texas Bucket List, nationally-
syndicated television program, brought in 
visitors from all over the state. Additionally, 
Butcher Boy’s has been voted Daily Sentinel’s 
“Best in Nacogdoches” contest winner in sev-
eral categories, including but not limited to; 
Best Hamburger, Best Baked Potato, and Best 
French Fries. Billy states, “Our hamburger 
meat is ground fresh every morning and the

sausage and cheese balls are made right 
here.” Items on the menu include; ham-
burgers, fries, chicken fried steak, giant 
stuffed potatoes, special order pies, fresh 
meats, smoked sausage, barbeque, sea-
sonings. Catering is available as well.
       Billy is known to his friends and cus-
tomers as “Mr. B.,” but to his family, he 
is  “Pap.” According to Macy, “He has an 
amazing work ethic—outworking most 
butchers.”  
       Macy continued, “Although he is 
strong willed and hard headed, he has a 
heart of gold.” When Billy is not work-

                ing in the restaurant, he loves to fish,
garden, and do woodwork. He even has a saw mill in his backyard. Rescues 
Missy, Max, Buddy, and Sophie are adored by Billy. Someone quoted, “We can 
judge the heart of a man by his treatment of animals.” This is true when it comes 
to Billy who is a compassionate, kind, and generous man of character. He is a 
huge part of Nacogdoches, as he has helped many people during his years around 
the sun. Billy, you have lived a life worth celebrating.  Happy Birthday, Billy!

Special Invitation: Everyone is invited to drop by and have a slice of Bil-
ly’s	birthday	cake	and	wish	the	birthday	boy	a	happy	80th.	Bring	a	picture	
or	letter,	if	you	would	like	it	included	in	his	scrapbook.	June	7,	2025	from	
5:30-6:30 at Butcher Boy’s Smokehouse and Deli.

Butcher Boy’s Smokehouse and Deli
603	North	Street	/	Nacogdoches,	TX	75964	/	(936)	560-1137
Butcherboysnac.com / Facebook Butcher Boy’s 
Open Monday – Saturday 10:00am – 7:00pm

BILLY HUDDLESTON, SR.

Billy in the meat market showing off the 
smoked meats

Bill, Sr., Catherine, Billy, Jr. and Lori in an old 
photograph in their present location.

Bill, Sr., at the catering table

Catherine and Billy, Sr.



Page	8			June	2025

CAMP  TONKAWa  4675 CR 153 - 936.564.8888
RV & tent camping • swimming and bath houses 

• picnic tables • washers & dryers for campers’ use 

2502 NW Stallings Drive - 936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden equipment sales and service since 
1958. Largest selection of Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

BUY HERE - SERVICED HERE!

Ernest Tubb 
Memorial Highway
 David Stallings, Around the Town Publisher, recently submitted a proposal 
to the Ellis County Commissioners’ Court to rename a portion of U. S. High-
way	287	The Ernest Tubb 
Memorial Highway. The 
proposal was accepted and 
the proclamation was is-
sued on May 13th in Waxa-
hachie at the Ellis County 
Courthouse. Mr. Tubb was 
a member of the Grand Ole 
Opry for many years and is 
a member of both the Tex-
as Country Music Hall of 
Fame and the Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame in Nash-
ville. His iconic hit songs, 
“Walking the Floor Over 
You” and “Waltz Across 
Texas”  cont inue  to  be
favorites for his fans 
worldwide.
 Mr. Tubb helped many 
people during his long ca-
reer in the music business, 
including	Stallings.	“I	first	
met Ernest when I was 16 as two of my buddies and I tried to get inside Carlton’s 
Corral, a honky tonk located in Goat Hill, Texas. Of course, we were too young to 
enter and were promptly turned away by a huge cowboy at the door. We sat on the 
fenders of my ’54 Chevrolet in the parking lot and could at least hear the music. 
As Mr. Tubb walked by us on the way to his bus either at intermission or after 
the show, he noticed us and said, “What’s the matter, wouldn’t they let y’all in?” 
We told him that we were to young to be in a honky tonk and he invited us to join 
him on the bus for a Coke. He was so kind to us and made us feel so welcome. I 
decided that night that I wanted to be involved in some way in the entertainment 
business. Later, I began booking him for some shows and he introduced me to 
Ray Price, Mel Tillis, Faron Young and many more of his friends who I worked 
with, as well. I’ve enjoyed a career as a concert, record and television producer 
for more than 55 years and I owe it all to ET. That’s why I wanted to do some-
thing to honor him,” Stallings said. Upon the approval by TXDOT, the signs 
should be installed later this year.

David Stallings (Holding proclamation) with the Ellis County Commissioners in Waxa-
hachie on May 13, 2025

L-R:  David Stallings, Tommy Daniels, Ernest Tubb and Steve Spradley in 1963 outside 
Carlton’s Corral in Goat Hill, Texas.
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Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

SINGLEWIDESSINGLEWIDES

DOUBLEWIDESDOUBLEWIDES

RVsRVs

Come See the All New VIVID by CAVCOCome See the All New VIVID by CAVCO
Coming Soon...Coming Soon...the ALL NEW 2025 16x76 Valor by Cavcothe ALL NEW 2025 16x76 Valor by Cavco

STK# 4384 - 2023-Fleetwood Pure Home 16’x76’ .........$66,550.22 
STK# 4472 - 2025-Fleetwood Landmark 16’X76’ ..........$76,808.81
STK# 4475 - 2024-Fleetwood Landmark 16’X76’ ..........$75,143.36
 2025-Fleetwood Landmark 16’x56’..............in transit2025-Fleetwood Landmark 16’x56’..............in transit

STK# 4392 - 2023-Fleetwood Berkshire 32’x56’ ..........$116,225.36
STK# 4393 - 2023-Fleetwood Berkshire 32’x48’ ..........$113,371.56
STK# 4474 - 2025-Fleetwood Pure Home 28’x48’ .........$95,665.63
STK# 4476 - 2025-Fleetwood Bravo Vivid 28’x60’ .......$115,169.53

STK# 4324 - 2022-Shasta 268H.......................................$22,650.00
STK# 4327 - 2022-Winnebago Minnie 23048H ...............$23,900.00
STK# 4348 - 2022-Shasta 25RB ......................................$25,850.00
STK# 4361 - 2022-Sierra 39BARK ..................................$68,149.00 
STK# 4370 - 2022-Sierra 3440BH....................................$59,754.00
STK# 4377 - 2022-Shasta 25RS ......................................$26,500.00 
STK# 4380 - 2022-Salem 22RBH.....................................$26,900.00

We have We have 
FOREST RIVER FOREST RIVER 

3907 N. Medford Drive • Lufkin’s NW Loop 
936-632-8414 • 1-800-324-0569936-632-8414 • 1-800-324-0569

Ask for Freddie, Glynn, Andrew, Amanda or Sherry

MHDRET00002960    

Sherry Hopson, RMLO
NMLS# 2529191

Amanda English, RMLO
NMLS# 2530634    

NMLS# 307766

SPRING CLEANING SALESPRING CLEANING SALE

Angelina Manufactured Housing, Inc. Angelina Manufactured Housing, Inc. 
& RV Travel Center& RV Travel Center

$1,000 OFF 
Used Singlewides

$2,000 OFF 
Used Doublewides

$3,000 OFF 
New Doublewides

VOTED 19 YEARS IN 
A ROW FOR BEST 
PLACE TO BUY A M/H!
COME FIND OUT WHY!

WE BUY USED MOBILE HOMES!WE BUY USED MOBILE HOMES! WE WELCOME TRADE-INS!WE WELCOME TRADE-INS! WE MOVE MOBILE HOMES!WE MOVE MOBILE HOMES!

(down $6,500) 

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Medicare Insurance 
gotten too 
expensive?

Let’s Talk!
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What’s Hot 
With Anita 
Scott at the
Angelina 
County 
Exposition 
Center

Anita Scott

The Angelina Expo is now open to Arena Riders 9AM-3PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-637-3976 for availability. Must sign a liability waiver & 
provide Coggin’s Testing.  

UPCOMING IN JUNE 2025…   

JUNE 6, 2025 – JUNE 7, 2025 – LUFKIN TEXAS HORSE SAL
Free Admission and Parking
Friday	June	6,	2025	–	Preview	starts	at	5:30	pm.
Saturday	June	7,	2025	–	Sale	starts	at	11	am.	

The	January	2025	Lufkin	Texas	Horse	Sale	results:
High Seller - $40,000
Top	5	Average	-	$24,840
Top	10	Average	-	$19,580

Come out and watch some amazing horses and rider. 

Concessions	available.	Concessions	profit	will	benefit	the	Angelina	Senior	Cen-
ter/Meals on Wheels program.

For more information contact Person: 
Carson Ray 936-208-2002 or Jayden Ray 936-240-0680

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

936-564-1818  •  3227 North Street
http://www.alamonac.com  e-mail: alamonac@yahoo.com

“You Dream – We Deliver”
RESIDENTIAL  •  FARMS  •  LAND  •  COMMERCIAL

David Yates
Broker/Owner

936-554-2194

Sandy Krieg
Broker/Owner

936-552-6227

Barbara Gandy
Realtor®

936-569-3251

Diane McLain
Realtor®

936-462-3904

Jenay Harman
Realtor®

936-556-2334

Sam Morgan
Realtor®

936-615-0588

Melissa Griner
Realtor®

936-553-1686

Allison Russell Morgan
Realtor®

936-645-2811

Noemi Cordero-Garcia
Realtor®

936-715-7452

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!
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Leadership Coach 
Publishes Reflective 
Journal to Inspire 
52 Weeks of Growth
 Chuck Wright, former resident of Nacogdoches, Texas - a leadership coach, 
mentor, and founder of SPARC Mentoring, has released a new guided resource 
titled Leaditudes: A Leadership Journal. Designed to empower leaders across 
industries	and	backgrounds,	the	52-week	journal	encourages	personal	reflection,	
growth, and intentional leadership development.
 Each week of the journal features a “leaditude” — a leadership-centered at-
titude	—	paired	with	a	thought-provoking	quote	from	renowned	voices	like	John	
C. Maxwell, Brené Brown, Simon Sinek, and Stephen Covey. The journal invites 
readers	to	explore	leadership	themes	such	as	integrity,	courage,	humility,	influ-
ence, and legacy, with prompts designed to move insights into action.
 “My goal was to create something that helps people lead from the inside 
out,” said Wright. “Not everyone feels like they can attend a seminar or hire a 
coach. This journal makes meaningful leadership development accessible week 
by week.”
 Wright has spent over 40 years equipping leaders in public schools, non-
profits,	churches,	and	corporate	teams.	His	passion	for	mentoring	and	character-
based leadership shines through in the journal’s design and tone. Leaditudes is 
ideal for professionals, educators, ministry leaders, emerging leaders, and anyone 
seeking greater alignment between who they are and how they lead.
 Leaditudes: A Leadership Journal is now available on Amazon: https:// 
a.co/d/a2lj547

Media Contact:
Chuck Wright
SPARC Mentoring
Email: chuck@wrightbridgesolutions.com
Phone: 512-270-0311
Website: sparcmentoring.com

About Chuck Wright:
	 Chuck	Wright	 is	 a	 John	Maxwell	 certified	 leadership	 coach,	 speaker,	 and	
founder of SPARC Mentoring. With decades of experience training leaders 
across sectors, Chuck is passionate about developing intentional, values-driven 
leadership in individuals and teams. Leaditudes is his latest contribution to the 
field	of	personal	growth	and	leadership	development.

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available
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The Catfish Junction
1310 Hwy 147 S  •  Broaddus, TX

936.465.3552

Danny & Eve Wall 
invite you!

HOURS
Fri 11:00-9:00
Sat 11:00-9:00
Sun 11:00-4:00
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QUANTUM
HEALING HYPNOSIS

LYNNE BENTON

832-689-3395
HEALING THROUGH SELF

DISCOVERY
www.quantumhealinghypnosis-easttx.com

  

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 Linda Blackshire (L) and Anna Cain serve up some of the best fried 
chicken you’ll ever eat at Brookshire Brothers, 1420 N. University 
Drive in Nacogdoches.
 They also have daily plate lunch specials. Phone 936.569.1716 to 
order yours from these nice ladies!

HEMPHILL LITTLE 
THEATRE

presents
Cayman Chaos

Showing on
June 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14 @ 7 pm
Sundays June 8 & 15 @ 3 pm

150 Main St., Hemphill, TX 75948 • www.Hemphilllittletheatre.com
409-525-0668

Opening in just 15 days is that fantastic comedy “Cayman 
Chaos” written by our own Valorie Myers at the Hemphill 

Little Theatre in Hemphil, Texas.
If you missed “Convalescent Chaos” last year (and 
shame on you if you did!) you don’t want to miss these nine 

ladies returning to the stage as they go on vacation while their 
rest home is being renovated to cause more Chaos on the 

Cayman Islands. Opening Thursday June 5th for a two weekend 
run, pre-sale tickets are only $12  available at 

Hammocks Furniture, ByLocal Shop, East Senior Center and on-
line at www.hemphilllittletheatre.com. The show runs Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday nights at 7pm and Sundays at 3pm.
THEN A REMINDER THAT AUDITIONS FOR THE SUMMER CAMP 

FOR YOUTH 8-18  IS SATURDAY JUNE 7TH AT 10AM FOR 
“FIDDLER ON THE ROOF JR” CAMP WHICH IS SCHEDULED FOR 

JULY 7-21ST.
And that is not all!

Auditions for our next Adult production will be Tuesday June 
17th at 5:30pm for “Milestones and Mooses  

Dancing” written by Gale Alexander and 
directed by Randy  Tomlinson. 

This delightful dramedy in 2 acts is looking for 5 women and 
3 men ages 35 and up. The playwright, Gale Alexander has 

written a spectacular show with comedy, drama, and surprises 
intertwined at every turn, and You can identify with at least one 
character, maybe more, in this heartfelt play opening in August 2025.

For further information give the theatre a call at 409-525-0668.

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

Spring into Summer 
with a New Pair of Sunglasses!

JUNE 20, 21, 22, 2025 

GUN &
KNIFE SHOW

G & S Promotions
918-659-2201 • www.gunshowtrader.com

$1 OFF
ADMISSION

WITH THIS AD

Large Selection of
New & Used Rifles,

Shotguns & Handguns

NACOGDOCHES, TX 
Expo Center

3805 NW Stallings Drive
Fri. 4-8pm; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 9am-4pm

$10 Admission

Buy
Sell

Trade

$2 OFF ADMISSION
for Active Duty & Retired 

Military w/ID

June 20-22

• GUNS

• KNIVES

• AMMO

• ACCESSORIES

		 Junior	Engineer	Days	return	this	summer	to	the	Nacogdoches	Railroad	De-
pot, offering a fun and educational experience for children ages 2 to 10. Held 
every	Thursday	from	10:00	a.m.	to	12:00	p.m.,	from	June	5	through	August	7,	
this come-and-go program invites families to enjoy themed crafts, snacks, and 
weekly activities like sing-alongs and story time. It’s a great way for families to 
explore the historic depot, make new friends, and enjoy hands-on, creative play.
This year’s program also features special guest presenters throughout the sum-
mer, including Nacogdoches Fire & Rescue, the Texas Forestry Museum, and 
more—offering exciting, interactive experiences for young visitors and their 
families.
		 Junior	Engineer	Days	are	made	possible	thanks	to	a	generous	grant	from	the	
Nacogdoches	 Junior	Forum,	whose	 support	 helps	provide	 free	 activities,	 craft	
supplies, and snacks each week.
		 For	 families	who	 can’t	make	 it	 to	 Junior	 Engineer	Days,	 the	 fun	 doesn’t	
stop there. Train-themed activity stations will be set up throughout the depot 
and available all summer long during regular hours, Thursday through Satur-
day, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. These interactive stations include toy trains, train 
puzzles, books, and games, providing a great indoor option for families looking 
to beat the heat while enjoying hands-on, self-guided play in a historic setting.
  Located at 101 Old Tyler Road, the Nacogdoches Railroad Depot is a his-
toric	 site	built	by	 the	Southern	Pacific	Railroad	and	now	serves	as	a	museum	
celebrating local railroad history.
  Admission is free, and supplies are available while they last. Large groups 
(10+)	should	schedule	in	advance	at	(936)	560-4441	or	historicsites@nactx.us

  The 2025 Nacogdoches Summer Scavenger Hunt is back and better than 
ever, running from Friday, May 30 through Friday, August 8. This commu-
nity-wide adventure invites participants of all ages to explore the rich history 
and culture of Nacogdoches by visiting 11 local sites, including the Nacogdo-
ches Historic Sites (Sterne-Hoya House, Durst-Taylor House, Zion Hill Baptist 
Church,	and	the	Railroad	Depot),	Millard’s	Crossing	Historic	Village,	Stone	Fort	
Museum,	Nacogdoches	Public	Library,	Visitors	Center,	Fire	Museum,	Cole	Art	
Center, and the Old University Building. At each location, visitors will answer a 
question to mark their progress.
  This year features two prize tiers:	participants	who	visit	at	least	five	sites	are	
eligible for the “History Hunter” drawing, while those who complete all eleven 
sites can enter to win the “Master Explorer” grand prize basket. New in 2025 
is a photo challenge—visitors can scan a QR code at each site to upload a fun 
photo from their visit, with select entries eligible for an additional prize.
  Scavenger hunt pages can be picked up at participating sites or the Nacogdo-
ches	Visitors	Center.	Whether	you’re	a	longtime	resident	or	first-time	visitor,	this	
is a fun and engaging way to discover the stories, landmarks, and creativity that 
make Nacogdoches special. For details, contact the Historic Sites Department at 
(936) 560-4441, email historicsites@nactx.us, or visit nactx.us/scavengerhunt

All Aboard for 
Summer Fun at 
the Nacogdoches 
Railroad Depot!

Nacogdoches 
Summer 
Scavenger Hunt

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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 A Good Man
by Taylor Millard

  I discussed in my prior article my 50th Class Reunion. It was indeed a grand 
time where a bunch of older faces and young hearts hugged and laughed. We 
were a part of American history. Our class were part of the great race experiment 
of combining black and white schools with a fancy word called integration. 
  It began for the class of 1975 
in middle school and this is where 
White Taylor Millard and Black Per-
ry Colston met. We shared an abso-
lute joy in hearing our own voices. 
We talked all day and loved making 
our classmates smile. We were broth-
ers from different mothers. I don’t re-
call one time of tension with Perry in 
a time where we were told by others 
to hate each other. 
  Perry, or PC, as we all called 
him, was never a victim of anything. 
He was a devoted Christian, inspired 
by a loving family to worship the Lord.
His athletic ability created a football
scholarship to Texas Christian Univer-
sity and the whole class was proud of
him. Everyone liked PC.
  At our 20th High School reunion
PC and I co-hosted the big Saturday
night event at the Fredonia Hotel, or as we say in Nacogdoches, “The Hotel.” We 
had prizes for classmates with most kids, who came the farthest, and other fun 
stuff, including sexiest man. A few of us counted the votes and PC and I tied for 
sexiest.	Not	for	first	place.	We	both	garnered	one	single	vote,	and	both	cracked	
up laughing.
  PC announced the sexiest man and stated, “We have a tie between me and 
Taylor…. for last place.” The room exploded with laughter. It was a perfect mo-
ment. We talked about that at our 50th and laughed again. He delivered the prayer 
that night with the passion that God truly dwells within his heart. I said a few 
funny things and after my part went over to PC.
  He said “You are a good man, Taylor Millard” I responded, “I am not that 
good.” He said, “Oh no, you are a good man and always have been.” It was his 
last words to me. PC died suddenly 12 days later. Our classmates gathered once 
more, this time to say goodbye to this wonderful man, with the permanent smile. 
He was a good man and always has been. Love you, PC.

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh gener-
ation Texan and lives on the same family 
land dating back to the eighteen-thirties. 
He and his wife attend Old North Baptist 
Church that his great-great-grandmother 
assisted in founding in 1838.

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758

GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
DANGEROUS

TAKE DOWNS
DEAD TREE

REMOVAL
COMPLETE 
CLEAN-UP

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

Owner:Owner:
Emmanuel JassoEmmanuel Jasso

Phone: (936) 225-2630Phone: (936) 225-2630
or (936) 707-9661or (936) 707-9661

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.comeaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com
www.eandatree service.comwww.eandatree service.com

BreakfastServed All Day!
(936) 569-2422  |  4817 NW Stallings Dr  |  Nacogdoches

RESTAURANT FAMILY 
RECIPES
“A pinch of this, 
A pinch of that”
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  Nacogdoches Historic Sites invites the public to a free screening of The 
Sound of Hope: The Story of Possum Trot	on	Friday,	June	20,	2025,	at	6:30	p.m.	
at Zion Hill Historic Site, 324 N. Lanana Street. The evening will include open-
ing	remarks	and	a	Q&A	with	the	film’s	producers,	Rebekah	and	Josh	Weigel.
  Produced by Angel Studios, The Sound of Hope tells the remarkable true sto-
ry of Reverend Martin and Donna Martin from Possum Trot, a rural community 
in Shelby County, located about an hour southeast of Nacogdoches. Moved by 
the urgent needs of children in the foster care system, the Martins and 22 families 
from their congregation at Bennett Chapel chose to adopt and care for 77 of the 
most vulnerable children.
  “As we learned more about the families in Possum Trot, we couldn’t help but 
recognize a powerful sense of community that echoes the stories we’ve gathered 
about Historic Zion Hill Church. Zion Hill offered many programs for children, 
supported SFA students, and fostered a neighborhood where people cared for one 
another with compassion and shared responsibility. We’re grateful for the oppor-
tunity to share this history and to hear directly from those who helped bring it to 
the screen.”	—	Veronica	Amoe,	Historic	Sites	Manager
  In 2024, The Sound of Hope was nominated for Best Drama at the prestigious 
Septimius Awards, an international 
film	festival	held	annually	 in	Amster-
dam that celebrates global storytelling 
and	independent	film	from	across	con-
tinents.	The	film	also	received	the	Best	
Actor award for Demetrius Grosse, 
with additional nominations for Best 
Actress	(Nika	King)	and	Best	Director	
(Joshua	Weigel).
		 While	the	film	offers	an	inspiring	
message of hope, it portrays real-life 
stories of children in the foster care 
system and includes emotionally pow-
erful and sensitive subject matter. Because of sensitive content, the movie is rated 

PG-13.	More	information	about	the	film,	
including thematic material and ratings, 
can	be	 found	on	 the	film’s	webpage	 at	
Angel.com.
     This event is free and open to the 
public with permission from Angel           
Studios.	Attendees	 are	 asked	 to	 RSVP	
online or by calling/texting 936-560-
4441. For more information, visit nactx.
us/historicsites or email historicsites@
nactx.us.

Zion Hill Historic 
Sites Hosts Free 
Screening of
The Sound of 
Hope: The Story 
of Possum Trot

Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Demetrius Grosse as Reverend Martin

Suburban Self Storage

FOR RENT 
1 Bedroom - Duplex / 604 King Street

Very Very Nice! $775
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center
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306 N. Timberland Dr. • Lufkin, TX
936.632.6933

1010 N. First Street • Lufkin, TX
936.632.6527

“Your Neighborhood 
Lender” for Over 40+ 
Years! Since 1978

Text Us at 
936.676.RIDE

www.saltysautosales.com

WE FINANCE!
WE HAVE EASY
CREDIT TERMS!

Se habla Español!

  

We Love 
 our advertisers! 

  Around the Town Publisher, David Stallings, welcomes Brit-
ton Arrant Farmers Insurance Agency to our monthly adver-
tising family. Britton recently purchased the agency from Bailey 
McLain, who is retiring. She was born in Nacogdoches and her 
parents and grandparents were raised here.
 After receiving her Bachelor of Science in Business Adminis-
tration degree from Auburn University, she wanted to move home 
to continue serving Nacogdoches. Her agency is located at 406 E.
Hospital Street. Phone Britton at 936.569.6200

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Thu 10:30am - 9pm

Fri & Sat 10:30am - 9:30pm
Sun 11am - 9pm

936.205.4111
3322 Center Road

Nacogdoches, TX 75961

DISCOVER WHAT’S COOKING 
AT CLAWDADDY’S

LIVE AND 
BOILED 
CRAWFISH 
ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE!
Live Sales 
includes Shrimp, 
Crab and Oysters
Prices and availability are 
posted daily on our page!

TOP ITEMS
• Burgers
• Gumbo
• Red Beans & Rice
• Boudin Tamales & Eggrolls
• Alligator Bites
• Chicken & Waffles

• Fish Plates
• Fried/Boiled Shrimp
• Crab: Snow/Dungeness
• Stuffed Crab
• Boudin Balls
• Poboys

Come by and grab some crawfish while enjoying unbeatable 
deals all week long! For live crawfish or catering inquiries, 

call/text Ricky at 936-615-0466
Prefer to call in? We’ve got you covered!

clawdaddysnac.com

2709 Westward Dr  • Nacogdoches, Tx 75964 
936-462-8880

Home of the 14 oz. 
Cowboy Sirloin, Burgers, BBQ and more!
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Fly or Crawl, We Kill’Em All

(936) 560-2497
805 SE Stallings Drive, Nacogdoches

cptptest@gmail.com

#1
Best 

Exterminator!Carra’sCarra’s
PEST AND TERMITE, INC.

NACOGDOCHES 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Industrial Blvd/Frontier Drive
Contact Earl Herrera

936.569.3550

FOR RENTFOR RENT
5000 Square Feet 

with Office & 
Warehouse

Anger
by Robert McCandless

 “Aren’t you angry?” came the question, after I shared my journey of being 
convicted of a crime I did not commit. “Yes,” I was very angry.
 It’s been over 50 years since my incarceration began and over 45 since my 
release. I swore to repay those who accused me, and I spent some time in the 
prison	“writ	room”	reading	legal	gibberish	attempting	to	fight	my	case	on	appeal	
when a fellow convict came to me and said “You are just going to burn your pea-
nut	fighting	this”	and	“you	would	be	better	off	doing	your	time	constructively.”	I	
took his advice.
 I began college classes and eventually found reminiscing on my situation 
was interfering with my studies. My aptitude scores were noticed and I was taken 
from	“making	big	rocks	into	little	ones”	to	an	office	job.	It	wasn’t	long	before	I	
was so involved with changing my life that I all but forgot what had happened.
 After my release, I sought to be successful in life and being angry about the 
past served no purpose in that effort. I moved ahead, seeking ways to use my God 
given	talent	as	a	craftsman.	I	had	actually	made	friends	with	my	parole	officer,	
rather than being angry about having to report weekly on my progress and ask for 
travel permits to visit my daughter in Dallas every two or three weeks.
 It wasn’t long after I began to experience this new life of freedom that the 
old thoughts cropped up and I contemplated what had happened. I decided on an 
attempt to rectify it by applying for a pardon and correct the wrong done me. The 
application process brought mixed feelings as I gathered letters of recommenda-
tion from friends and reported progress in my church and community.
 All the work for naught as I was told “No.”
 Being denied created disappointment, which led to anger and led to distrac-
tion from my new course in life. Three more times over the next 35 years I
applied with the same results that only brought the same feelings forward, but 
with more intensity, as my accomplishments in life added up and I felt more 
deserving.
 There were times, and still are, when I think, “If only I had done this or that 
during the trial or would have fought the case on appeal for a reversal, I could 
have been free from the stigma.” Then I stop and think… “If I had done that, 
where would I have been today?” God has brought me to a place and given me 
a freedom I could have never imagined nor could have ever arrived at on my 
own and anger would have only prevented it. I am too busy to be angry, hold 
resentments or want for things which don’t matter. Anger only gets in the way of 
progress.
 The thought of a pardon was born from a part of me fueled by anger of 
what had happened in the past and my want to get back at the perpetrators. Each 
time I asked for the pardon, the emotional stress became higher. And each denial 
brought the anger that hindered my progress. The longer I held on to the desire 
to change the past, the more I began to realize the futility. Finally, understanding 
that one gets a pardon for a wrong they have done, left me questioning my at-
tempts. I had done none.
 In an effort to put the matter to rest I realized that it was the accusers who 
actually needed pardon for their mistake, so I eventually wrote letters to my ac-
cusers, forgiving and thanking them for their actions. I told them it had resulted 
in a better life than that which I had been living in the past. One step away from 
homeless, writing hot checks for food and using drugs was ended by their mis-
taken identity…or was it a mistake? To say God allowed this to happen or even 
created the situation in order to save my life is one on which I may ponder at 
times,	but	the	truth	in	Romans	8:28	“And	we	know	all	things	work	together	for	
good for those who love God, who are called according to His purpose,” rings 
loudly in my ears as I do.
 I believe God has a purpose for everyone’s life and some of the circum-
stances which evolve around that purpose require a lot of forgiving and even 
forgetting.
 I watch as anger and resentment prevent people from developing friendships, 
being with family, attending church and moving ahead in life. It’s like that 11 foot 
cotton	sack	I	had	to	fill	on	the	prison	farm…it	only	slows	you	down	the	more	you	
put in it.
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S O S
SERVING OUR SAVIOR

by Patti Goodrum
Executive Director, Love In the Name of Christ Of Nacogdoches

 
 One of the most difficult lessons I’ve had to learn 
is that God truly provides everything I need—not 
necessarily everything I want, and often not in the 
way I expect. It has taken many life experiences to 
fully grasp that I don’t have all the answers. Some 
lessons come harder than others, and the journey is 
different for everyone. Whenever I’ve asked older, 
wiser individuals for their secret to knowing what to 
do in times of uncertainty, their response is usually 
the same: I lived life.
 I’ve often read in His word that God values order.
This truth has been a challenging lesson for me. As a young girl, Momma in-
stilled in me the belief that a dirty sink or an unmade bed could set the tone for the 
entire day. Of course, I had to learn that for myself over time. Now, after 45 years 
of marriage and two grown sons with families of their own, I find that I still can’t 
go to bed with a dirty sink and making the bed before I head out in the morning 
is non-negotiable—it just sets the day right.
 Some behaviors become deeply ingrained, making them difficult to change. 
At Love INC, we see many of our participants wrestling with cycles of disap-
pointment, unhealthy relationships, and the weight of abuse, loneliness, and pov-
erty. Often, we can see the impending hardship before it unfolds—like watching 
a train wreck in slow motion. When the opportunity arises, we try to create space 
for dialogue, offering a way forward. But often, the door to meaningful conversa-
tion closes before it ever truly stays open.
 I see these same patterns among those in leadership—loneliness, unhealthy 
relationships, and a path leading toward inevitable hardship. Like many of our 
clients, they struggle to break free from cycles that hold them back, unaware of 
the impending consequences until it’s too late.
 Burning bridges often stem from frustration, pride, or a belief that cutting ties 
is the easiest path forward—but in leadership, that approach can be short-sighted. 
Some people struggle with this lesson because they focus more on immediate 
emotions rather than long-term consequences. Others find it difficult to separate 
personal feelings from professional decisions.
 It takes wisdom, patience, and humility to preserve relationships, even in 
difficult moments. Some leaders might not see the value in maintaining connec-
tions, only realizing it later when they need those relationships again. Unfortu-
nately, some view leadership as a position of control rather than collaboration, 
making it harder for them to recognize the importance of respect and diplomacy.
You’ve likely navigated situations where trust had to be rebuilt or perspectives 
had to shift. How have you personally approached these challenges? I only know 
one way.
 Without our Lord and Savior, I know I would be a very lost soul. I love read-
ing the gospel of John because by believing that he is the Messiah and God’s 
son, we have eternal life and freedom from sin, and we should be empowered to 
perform radical acts of kindness, generosity, and selfless love as we live our lives 
in devotion to Jesus.
 Our greatest defense is prayer, love, and forgiveness. Please join us in lift-
ing up those who are trapped in turmoil and constant crisis, praying that they see 
Jesus reflected in us—the strong and merciful Savior who stands unwavering in 
His conviction of right and wrong. He calls us to follow His example, extending 
grace while remaining steadfast in truth.
 Jesus is the Goal.

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

877-495-9625
We Answer How You Want, 

When You Want!
No More Missed Calls...

advancedansweringsolutions.com

Now serving Nacogdoches and 
all of the East Texas Area!

SET UP YOUR CUSTOMIZED PACKAGE TODAY!

• 24/7 Live Operator Answering Service
We are here every day of the year

• Translation Services for over 350+ languages
• 100% USA based
• No Start Up Fees 

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

Patti Goodrum, Executive 
Director Love INC 
Nacogdoches
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 Who we are in terms of personality 
and character traits can be traced back 
to our family genetics as well as to the 
environment in which we were raised. 
Considerable interest has been shown 
in recent years by persons wanting to 
know who they are and what are their 
family origins. Their search has often 
led to the discovery of interesting char-
acters among their ancestors.
 Many of you, Dear Readers, have 
heard of identical twins who were sep-
arated at birth. Years later they have been able to reconnect with their siblings 
with surprising results. In some cases, they have the same number of children, 
often with similar names. Some, when they meet after a long separation, are even 
dressed alike. Often their likes and dislikes are the same and very strong. What 
are the chances?
 Even stranger still is a limited number of reports of recipients of heart trans-
plants who partially develop traits previously held by the donors. For example, 
some of these have included a previously non-existent love for music or some 
other similar phenomenon. 
 Let’s now bring genetically inherited traits to the forefront in my own family. 
For about four years of World War II, my family consisted of just my mother and 
me while my dad was in the Navy. I’m sure that during that time I picked up some 
of my mother’s rather interesting mannerisms.
 One such mannerism which has stuck with me to this day involves following 
directions and taking prescribed medicine on time - to the minute. Even so, I’m 
not quite the stickler that my mother was. If I’m within a quarter hour, I’m OK.
 A number of years ago, Mary Beth and I thought that it would be nice to give 
my mother a microwave oven. She seemed to enjoy heating various foods in her 
newfound “toy.” On one of our visits, we did notice something rather peculiar. If 
my mother purchased a food item and the directions said, “heat for one minute,” 
she would place the food in the oven and program it for sixty-one seconds. You 
see, she had noticed that the microwave would skip the first second and immedi-
ately jump to 60 seconds! Surely none of our readers do that!!
 When I first started teaching at Stephen F. Austin, professors were allowed to 
discuss student progress with parents. One semester a colleague got a call from 
a parent wanting to know why her son received an F in freshman chemistry. The 
instructor very calmly went over the student’s grades on major exams for the se-
mester. When he finished, he told the parent that it was obvious that her son was 
in the bottom half of the class. She astonishingly replied, “I knew that he was not 
in the top half of the class but I had no idea that he was in the bottom half of the 
class!” . . . No, the apple does not fall far from the tree!
 There was a character in the late Charles Schultz’s comic strip Peanuts who 
personifies the young man mentioned in the paragraph below. This character 
whose name aptly describes him was Pig-Pen, a friend of Charlie Brown. As you 
may recall, Dear Readers, Pig-Pen, no matter what he did, seemed to have an at-
traction for dirt. He once described himself as a “dirt magnet.”
 Why do some people seem to be accident magnets more so than most oth-
er people? Perhaps we’ll never know. One morning one of our daughters was 
walking to class at the university. Ahead of her were two males. The first male 
walked under a dead limb that was hanging over the sidewalk and as he did so, he 
reached up and snapped off a twig. The second young man thought that he would 
follow suit. He reached up, grabbed a twig, and gave it a little tug - at which time 
the whole limb fell on him. As it turns out, the second young man was enrolled in 
the same chemistry lab as our son. It seems that Mark (not his real name) seemed 
to have a penchant for “accidents.” One day, after an abundance of frustrating 
laboratory glassware breakage, he asked my son if he thought that there might be 
a company where a person could buy glassware breakage insurance. My son just 
smiled and said, “I feel pretty sure that there must be!” Believe me; Mark needed it!

We Are Who We Are
by Jim Garrett

Jim and Mary Beth Garrett

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 

Amy Rushing / President  •  P 936.569.0945 / C 936.615.1204
rushing2winders@gmail.com • www.winderstexas.com

2724 SE Stallings Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

“Win is in Our Name”
• Cleaners & Disinfectants • Carpet & Floor Care • Floor Mats

• Vacuums, Buffers, Scrubbers, Sweepers • Paper Products & Disposables
• Ware Washing & Laundry • Equipment Repair • Training

• and Much, Much More! 

MIKE PERRY
MOTOR COMPANY

3828 South Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

936.564.7353
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm, Closed Sunday

Chrysler • Dodge
 Jeep • Ram • Fiat

Ran Perry has been with  Mike Perry Motors for fifteen years and is 
the 4th generation of Perry Family members at the dealership.

In fact, he actually worked there as a youngster washing vehicles. 
Ran is in the Sales Department and also maintains the website 

www.mikeperrymotor.com.
Phone him at 936.564.7353 or go see him at 3828 South St in 

Nacogdoches.  He’ll help you fine the vehicle that fits your needs. 
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Nac County 
Exposition 
and Civic 
Center 
Calendar
UPCOMING IN JUNE 2025…   

	 June	is	packed	with	exciting	events	at	the	Nacogdoches	County	Exposition	
& Civic Center, welcoming arena riders, young learners, sportsmen, farmers, 
and families alike. From mindset workshops for kids and whitetail showcases 
to a statewide agriculture summit and a premier gun show, there’s something for 
everyone this month at the Expo. Don’t miss your chance to connect, learn, and 
celebrate right here in Nacogdoches. For more information, visit nacexpo.net.

Arena Riders Welcome at the Expo
 The Nacogdoches Expo remains open for arena riders Monday through Fri-
day	from	8:00	a.m.	to	4:00	p.m.	for	just	$10	per	horse.	Riders	are	encouraged	to	
call	(936)	564-0849	for	availability	before	arriving.

June 2-6 – Children’s Workshop Hosted by Michelle Cox
 This summer, your child will have a fun, interactive, and hands-on oppor-
tunity	 to	 learn	and	 improve	mindset	skills	 for	greater	confidence	and	peace	 in	
preparation to handle life’s challenges in healthy ways. Your child will be mov-
ing, learning, creating, practicing, and thinking. He/she will come away from 
each class with a new perspective about him/herself. Take-home notes will help 
you to keep up with your child’s new mindset skills and practice them together. 
Morning sessions – Grades 2-5, Afternoon sessions – Grades 6-9. If you have 
further questions, please contact me at: michellecox.mindset@gmail.com. Fol-
low Michelle on Facebook and Instagram!

June 7-8 – The Sportsman’s Night out Hosted by Dallas Safari Club 
	 This	will	be	a	fun-filled	two-day	event,	centered	on	DSC’s	biggest	fundraiser	
of the year-- The Sportsman’s Night out Gala, which will be held Saturday night. 
Whitetail deer will be showcased during the day on Saturday and Sunday to 
exhibit trophy whitetails harvested in East Texas. If you would be interested in 
showcasing your whitetail mount and telling your story, please contact
etscmembership@gmail.com, or message DSC on Facebook or Instagram.

June 12-13 – International Farmers and Ranchers 2025 Annual Summit
 A gathering for farmers and ranchers from around the region to share knowl-
edge, network, and learn about the latest trends in agriculture. This event will 
feature keynote speakers, panel discussions, workshops, and plenty of opportu-
nities to connect with fellow industry professionals. Whether you’re a seasoned 
farmer or just starting out, the 2025 Annual Summit is the place to be. Don’t 
miss this chance to gain insights, build relationships, and be a part of the global 
agricultural community. Mark your calendars and get ready for an unforgettable 
experience!	Meet	and	greet	is	Thursday	from	6	p.m.	to	8	p.m.,	and	the	conference	
is	Friday	from	8	a.m.	to	3	p.m.

June 15 – Happy Father’s Day!

June 19 – Happy Juneteenth! – County Holiday

June 20-22– G&S Gun Show 
	 Join	us	for	the	G&S	Gun	Show	–	Friday	from	4:00	p.m.-8:00	p.m.,	Saturday	
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and Sunday from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Admission is $10.00 
per person. Come Friday and your admission is good for all weekend. For vendor 
inquiries,	contact	Ms.	Ellis	at	(918)	635-5432.

June 21– Pineywoods Fair Validations 
 Market Lamb, Goat, and Swine: 6:00AM - 9:00AM in Barn 3     
	 State	Validation	Steers	and	Heifers:	9:00AM	–	11:00AM

June 23-27- K12 Virtual Academy Texas Testing
 Stride K12 will host state testing for virtual school students in the Nacog-
doches	Area.	Stride	K12	offers	personalized	learning	options	and	state-certified	
teachers specially trained for virtual instruction to help your child thrive. For 
more	information,	call	(888)-992-3083.

4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 105 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLECONTACT US @ 936.554.5822

FOR ADVERTISING
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“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

  

  Linda Hancock’s homemade pies are some of the best we’ve 
ever tried!  She makes chocolate, coconut, lemon or any request 
you may have. See her Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m.  at Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe’, 6530 FM 2960 
in Nacogdoches or phone 936.559.5151.

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town

Functional and Fun

Golf Cars

5231 South St.  Nacogdoches
936.564.7178 • 936.564.0009

Sales • Service
• Accessories & Customizing
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 What’s Happening 
in Shelby County!
by Deborah Chadwick, Director

  Planning is underway for the 49th East Texas Poultry Festival, presented 
by Farmers State Bank. The Poultry 
Festival will be held on October 2-4 on 
the historic downtown Center square.  
There will be three full days of activi-
ties, great food, entertainment and fam-
ily fun.
  There will be food booths, arts and 
crafts vendors, entertainment, car and 
motorcycle show, quilt, photography 
and creative arts show, 5K Race, broiler 
show and auction, chicken clucking 
contest, wing eating contest, carnival 
and so much more.
  Arts and Crafts vendor applications are currently being accepted at the Shel-
by County Chamber of Commerce.  To receive an application and a copy of the 
guidelines, 	contact	the	Chamber	offices	at 	936-598-3682	or	info@
shelbycountychamber.com.
  Applications for the quilt, creative arts and photography shows will soon be 
available.  
  Thank you to the Presenting Sponsor: Farmers State Bank and Gold Spon-
sors: Badders Law Firm, City of Center, Pilgrims Pride, and Tyson Foods.  Thank 
you to all our many sponsors and volunteers who make this Annual Event possible.
  For more information, contact the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce at 
936-598-3682	or	email	info@shelbycountychamber.com.		See	you	in	October.

David Holcomb

Coins & Collectibles
We buy gold and silver bullion, collectible coins and 

currency, as well as gold jewelry. We also sell gold and 
silver bullion and carry an extensive selection of collect-

ible coins and currency. Plus we offer appraisals.

614 N. Stallings Dr. - Suite 113 (Next to the BBQ House)
Nacogdoches, TX 75965 - 936.305.3106 or 903.570.3186
davidholcomb213@gmail.com - Visit us on Facebook

Open Wed-Sat
 10am-4pm

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

SHARON ROBERTS
FOR ADVERTISING - 936.552.6758

Going Somewhere?
I Can Dig It!
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

Day Care, Overnight &Day Care, Overnight &
Long Term Long Term 
AccommodationsAccommodations

Complete with Complete with 
indoor & indoor & 
outdoor runs outdoor runs 
and meals & treatsand meals & treats

• Baths & Brushouts• Baths & Brushouts
• Grooming • Grooming 
• Nail Trims• Nail Trims

Martin Kennel &Grooming
512 CR 217 • Nacogdoches, TX • 936-560-3643

148 County Rd. 3734 • Center, TX • 936-244-1930  

www.martinkennel.com   •   stay@martinkennel.com
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Christian Women’s 
Job Corps
	 Christian	 Women’s	 Job	 Corps	 (CWJC)	 held	 its	 Spring	 2025	 graduation	
on April 13th at First United Methodist Church. This year Executive Director       
Jasmine	Hassan,	Program	Director	Demetrius	Waters,	 ten	graduating	students,	
several volunteers, and the Board of Directors worked together to help the stu-
dents achieve their goal of graduating with a diploma from Christian Women’s 
Job	Corps.	To	show	you	how	these	ladies	changed	during	their	time	at	CWJC,	
here are some excerpts from each of their graduation speeches. 
	 •	 Jasmine	H.,	“I	built	a	relationship	with	these	amazing	women,	I	learned	
and am still learning on how to place healthy boundaries, speaking to someone 
on a professional level and how to seek God even on my toughest moments!” 
	 •	 	Cara	R.	says,	“When	I	signed	up	for	Christian	Women’s	Job	Corp.,	 I	
thought I just needed employment skills. I didn’t realize what a blessing it would 
come to be or how it would change my life and self-image. In my classmates, 
staff and volunteers, I’ve seen women of courage and strength. I witnessed fears 
and vulnerabilities become assets instead of obstacles. We have proved that our 
differences make us stronger…”  
 • Kimberly G., “I started this program as one of the oldest members, but I 
came to realize that you’re never too old to learn and it’s never too late to dream.”  
 • Giselle F., “…my colleagues and I have found a shared connection and 
relatability through this program. This experience has inspired me to create 
something meaningful and to dedicate my life to a path that helps others–just as 
this program and all the people involved have helped all of us.” 
 • Elizabeth B., “When I started this program, I wanted to update my com-
puter skills and my resumé, but since attending this program, I have built up 
confidence	in	myself,	conquered	my	fears,	updated	my	resumé,	typing,	computer	
skills and learned to live on a budget.”  
 • Tyniki B., “…was able to meet new people and got better in my com-
puter skills. I love Bible Study because it helped me get close to God and helped 
me open up.” 
 • Amy L., “This year has been a journey of reclaiming my purpose, estab-
lishing	financial	 independence,	 and	 stepping	boldly	outside	my	comfort	 zone.	
Through	the	invaluable	support	of	the	Christian	Women	Job	Corps,	I’ve	gained	
the	job	skills	and	financial	tools	to	construct	my	own	path	as	a	confident	and	in-
dependent	adult,	with	firm	boundaries.”
 • Monica T., “I came to this program broken and with no direction on 
where	to	go.	(Now)	I	am	more	confident	and	professional.	After	this	program,	I	
will start my business as soon as I take my state Boards.” 
	 •	 Vanita	D.,	“This	program	has	changed	my	life.”	With	special	mention	
to	the	following	“…Jasmine	Hassan	(Executive	Director).	Her	story	of	so	much	
hardship and struggle at such a young age has more than inspired me. Demitrus 
Waters	(Program	Director)	with	her	kind	heart	and	caring	soul	taught	me	that	I	
too can be an amazing working mother. Mrs. Charmaine (Dickhaut, Board Chair-
woman),	‘Thank	you	for	all	you	have	done	for	me	and	my	2	daughters.		You	have	
a heart of gold.’ ” 
 • Erin C., “I am proud of all my fellow students for completing the pro-
gram and us getting to graduate together.  I challenge all of us to continue devel-
oping	a	career,	be	productive	in	the	workplace	and	NEVER	GIVE	UP.”

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

Casa
Morales

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
“Best in Mexican Dinners From Juanita’s Kitchen”

936-634-6811
1001 S. FIRST ST. • LUFKIN, TEXAS

CasaMorales1.com

MELANIE BAXTER BLACK
Independent Insurance Broker

A Helping Hand Insurance Services

SERVING ALL OF EAST TEXAS!
www.ahelpinghandins.com
mbrichmond1967@gmail.com

Office: (903) 280-7705
Cell: (936) 552-9047
Fax: (855) 777-0038

• Medicare Supplements • Final Expense Plans
• Medicare Advantage • Cancer/Hospital
 Plans  Indemnity Plans
• Prescription Drug Plans • Vision/Dental Plans

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Welcome Veterans
Equal Housing Opportunities

Positively impacting the 
quality of life for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com
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 Texas	lawmakers	are	advancing	House	Bill	1481	and	Senate	Bill	2365,	leg-
islation prohibiting students from using their cell phones during the school day 
in every public school across the state. While the intention is understandable, 
reducing distractions and increasing focus, the solution is short-sighted and un-
necessary.
 Anyone who has spent time in 
a classroom knows that cell phones 
can	 be	 a	 significant	 distraction.	 If	
left unchecked, the devices can keep 
students off task, create classroom 
management issues, and chip away 
at valuable instructional minutes. But 
here’s the truth: Texas school districts 
already have the power to handle this 
issue.
 Local school boards and campus 
leaders currently set their policies 
on cell phone use; some ban phones 
entirely during the day, others col-
lect them at the door, and many have well-structured expectations that strike a 
healthy balance. These decisions are rooted in the needs of local students, staff, 
and communities. That’s how public education in Texas is supposed to work: lo-
cal control, local solutions.
	 A	one-size-fits-all	state	mandate	strips	away	that	authority	and	assumes	Aus-
tin knows better than the people working in our schools daily. What works in a 
2A school in East Texas may not be what’s needed in a large urban district like 
Houston ISD or Dallas ISD. This isn’t a case of inaction; it’s a case of trusting 
districts to do their jobs.
 More importantly, these bills ignore a bigger issue: cell phones aren’t just 
toys or distractions but tools. In the real world, nearly every profession relies on 
mobile devices in some form. Electricians use phones to read blueprints and co-
ordinate work. Truck drivers depend on apps for routing and compliance. Nurses, 
doctors, lawyers, educators, and small business owners use mobile technology to 
solve problems and stay connected.
 We should not ban these devices; we should teach students how to use them 
well.
 If our goal is to prepare students for life after high school, we must include 
digital responsibility and professional phone use as part of that education. That 
means	 teaching	students	how	to	manage	 their	notifications,	avoid	distractions,	
use mobile apps for research or productivity, and communicate appropriately and 
professionally. These are real-world skills. If we don’t teach them, who will?
 Texas has an opportunity to reduce distractions and build digital literacy and 
resilience. Instead of banning phones and hoping students learn responsibility in-
dependently, let’s give schools the resources to teach students intentionally. Digi-
tal citizenship, media literacy, and tech-integrated learning are not buzzwords; 
they’re essential for success in a technology-rich world.
 Yes, there should be boundaries around phone use during instruction. But 
that’s already happening in districts that have taken the initiative. We don’t need a 
ban from our legislators. Instead, we need support for professional development, 
curriculum development, and tools that help students use technology wisely.
 Blanket bans won’t solve the problem. They push the issue out of sight and 
leave students unprepared for the reality ahead.
 Now is the time for Texans to speak up. If you believe in local control 
for your school districts and the opportunity for our districts to teach students 
responsible cell phone use, contact your state representative and senator and let 
them	know	you	oppose	HB	1481	and	SB	2365.	Ask	them	to	trust	our	educators	
and districts to make the right call for their students.

Dr. Brandon Enos is the proud superintendent and lead-learner at Cushing        
Independent School District in Cushing, Texas and serves as the chairman for 
the Legislative Committee for Texas Rural Education Association.

OPINION
Banning Cell 
Phones Won’t 
Teach 
Responsibility
by Brandon Enos, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cushing ISD

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

Shreveport, LA
(318) 219-8335

Nacogdoches, TX
(936) 564-1534 baileybarkmaterials.com

Providing Quality Materials Since 1983
What began in 1983 as a small grinding operation has grown into 
one of the region’s largest and most respected suppliers of bark 
mulch, rock, sod and landscape materials. With primary locations 
in Texas and Louisiana, Bailey Bark Materials processes tons of 
timber by-products each day and delivers landscaping materials 
to customers near and far.

Wood Grinding Services

Mulch and Compost

Certified Playground Wood Chips

Crushed ConcreteCrushed Concrete Crushed LimestoneCrushed Limestone

Asphalt Millings
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35th Annual Texas 
Blueberry Festival 
Presented by Tipton Ford 
Saturday, June 14 in Nacogdoches 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
NEW! Friday, June 13, 2025, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Critter Costume Contest (Formerly True-Blue Pet Parade) 6:30 pm,   Friday, 
June	13,	at	the	Fredonia	Brewery,	138	N.	Mound	St.	Hosted	by	Willie	103.3	and	
Tractor Supply.

Blueberry Jam
	 The	Blueberry	Jam	will	feature	 three	local	bands	for	a	hometown	musical	
showcase,	free	to	the	public!	Festival	Park,	Friday,	June	13,	from	6	to	9	p.m.

35th Annual Texas Blueberry Festival presented by Tipton Ford
Saturday, June 14, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
NASCAR Simulator – The Tipton Ford Blueberry Speedway is open all festival 
day at E. Main and Mound streets! Check out a selection of performance cars, 
including Ford Mustangs and Raptors.

Blueberry Soda & Sweet Shop –	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	at	Mast	Hall	Venue,	317	
East Main St. Sponsored by Ferrara’s Heating & Air Conditioning.

Blueberry Festival Car Show – Opens	at	8	a.m.	and	 judging	will	be	around	
noon. Located in Festival Park and sponsored by Motorhomes of Texas. 1 Way 
Diesel Performance will be onsite, too.

Cookin’ Up the Blues – Cooking demonstrations at 10 a.m. in Mast Hall, 317 
East Main St. Sponsored by Pilgrim’s Nacogdoches.

Pick Your Own Blueberries at The Blueberry Place – Tour a local farm and 
pick your blueberries right off the bush! Located at 451 CR 2052. $2.00/pound, 
cash or check only. Sponsored by Oncor Electric Delivery.

Blueberry Pancake Breakfast –	Starts	at	8	a.m.	and	lasts	til	they’re	gone!	$7/
plate	and	proceeds	benefit	the	Nacogdoches	Kiwanis	Club	projects.	Located	in	
the 100 block at the intersection of E. Main St. and Pecan St.

Blue Washer Board Tournament – Begins at 10 a.m. in Festival Park. Entry 
Fee $20.00 per person. Cash Prizes provided by host Blue Thumb Pools and 
sponsored by Badders Law Firm. 

Blueberry Festival Ford F1 Truck Photo Op – A photo-op with blueberries and 
the F1 Blueberry Festival Ford Truck located at the Tipton Ford area on E. Main 
St.	in	front	of	the	Charles	Bright	Visitor	Center.	

Pickleball Demonstrations and Play – Everyone has an opportunity to pick up 
a paddle and play as well as watch demonstrations by the Old Town Pickleball 
club. Located in Festival Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., near the car show.

Fresh Blueberries for Sale – Get sweet Texas-grown blueberries from Brook-
shire Brothers at the intersection of Pilar and Pecan streets, near City Hall. Blue-
berry pricing based on the market. Other sweet blueberry treats will be available, too.

Activities for Kids in Festival Park – Vendors	and	activities	that	include:
 • Touch a Tractor.
 • Train Rides.
	 •	 Kids’	KSWP/KAVX	Obstacle	Course	and	Cool	Zone.
	 •	 Kids	Splish	Splash	&	Bounce	Park	-	giant	inflatables	with	water	for		
  giggles and spills. Individual and $10 unlimited bounce wristbands are  

Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

  available.
 • Petting Zoo and Pony Rides for children.

Blue Pies Smiling at Me Pie Eating Contest – Adult and children’s contests run 
from 10 a.m. through 1:30 p.m. No charge to participate thanks to Event Sponsor 
McWilliams Heating, Cooling & Plumbing.

Running of the Blueberries – Choose from the 10K and 5K routes on the         
Lanana Creek Trail, or a gentler 1-mile route perfect for families, children, and 
dog	walkers.	Proceeds	benefit	Dog	Park	Nacogdoches.

Paul Kendrick Memorial 42 Tourney –	Registration	opens	at	8	a.m.,	$20/per-
son and $40/team. Winners receive a cash payout. Located in the Nacogdoches 
County	Courthouse	Annex	meeting	room,	101	W.	Main	St.	Benefiting	The	Salva-
tion Army of Nacogdoches.

Mural Painting and Tours – Brushing Up Nac invites all to be a part of the 
painting in Festival Park with a new design and free of charge. Then there will 
also be tours at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., meet in front of the Plaza Principal Stage to 
take a tour of the downtown mural that has been painted by our local artists. 

Blueberry Cupcake Battle – At the NEW Location: 317 East Main St. at Mast 
Hall. Entries due by 10 a.m. Entry fee is $25. Cupcake displays will be available 
for public viewing until noon. Hosted by Family Crisis Center of East Texas.

Plaza Principal Stage – Live Entertainment Sponsored by Eaton. Located on the 
south	side	of	the	Visitors	Center	on	Pilar	St.

8	am	-	8:45	am	 Logan	McCune	Acoustic
8:50	am	-	9	am	 Presentation	of	Colors	by	the	US	Army	Nacogdoches		
	 Recruiting	Office
9 am - 10 am All Shirts No Pants Band
10:15 am - 11:15 am FBC Summit Band
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Country Willie Band
12:45 pm - 1:45 pm Silo Soul Band
2 pm - 2-55 pm Derek Skelton Acoustic

Festival Park Stage – Live Entertainment located on the south side of the festi-
val grounds in Festival Park.
1 p.m.   Joint Service Swear In for those enlisting into military services.              
Includes	performance	by	Veteran	vocalist.

Shopping – Browse downtown merchant shops with sweet blueberry deals and 
the 100+ vendors that will line the festival venue, including Festival Park.

Sunday, June 15, 2025 
Sunday Blueberry Brunch –	 From	 9	 a.m.	 to	 12	 noon,	 on	 Sunday,	 June	 15	
at Stone House Kitchen, 312 E. Main St. in historic downtown Nacogdoches.     
$25/person.
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18, emphasis added)

Jesus—
Thank You Lord for 
My Freedom
Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever com-
mits sin is a slave of sin.  And a slave does not abide in the house 
forever, but a son abides forever.  Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed.” John 8:34-36

 Freedom—it’s a beautiful thing. True freedom comes through Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the living God. It is Christ who liberates us from slavery to 
sin, the shame of sin’s consequences and the death caused by sin. The free-
dom born-again believers receive in Christ is authentic and complete. When 
the Son of God makes you free, you are free to live without the constraints 
of your past which separated you from God. You are free to enjoy a personal 
and intimate relationship with your Creator, the God who gave you your life 

and the God who sustains your life.
 Everyone made free in Christ wages spiritual warfare against powers that 
fight against us enjoying our freedom. We’ve heard about them but how often 
do we stop to consider their impact on our lives—how they affect our witness 
for Christ, our influence among the lost and our love for others. What are 
these powers? They are the flesh, the devil and the world.
 When we hear the word flesh, we often think of the physical body.  Flesh 
is not a reference to what we see. Jesus appeared in a human body so that God 
in the flesh (John 1:14) could become like us in our humanity without sin in 
order to die in the flesh for our sins.  
 For the Christian, flesh represents self. It is the fallen condition of our 
humanity that still wants to obey sin. It is our selfish and self-centered desires 
and ambitions that are opposed to God, His ways, will and plan for our lives. 
In order to enjoy our freedom in Christ self must be crucified daily. It is not a 
dying to self, for the Christian has already died with Christ in His death and 
we are now alive with Him.  To crucify the flesh is to submit to the authority 
of the Word of God. It is a willful, conscience and deliberate choice to say 
no to the sins that appeal to us the most. To crucify the flesh is to choose the 
lordship of Christ in every sphere of our lives and to follow the Holy Spirit as 
He leads us. The Bible says, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal 5:16).  
 Where the devil is concerned, I believe far too many Christians focus 
more on the one whom Christ has defeated instead of Christ.  We fail to apply 
biblical truth which says the Spirit of Christ in you is greater than the spirit of 
antichrist who is in the world (1 John 4:4).  We cannot experience the peace 
our freedom in Christ brings when our mind is stayed on the devil. The Bible 
says, “[Jesus] will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on [Je-
sus]” (Isa 26:3). Satan is real.  I’m not minimizing Satan’s existence, power 
or activity in the world.  The devil steals the Christians peace and robs us of 
enjoying our freedom in Christ when we allow him to do it. We spend more 
time being fearful of Satan and talking about him, the “prince of the power 
of the air” (Eph 2:2) instead of celebrating Christ in us and speaking of Him, 
the “Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6) who is sovereign over all His creation (Satan 
included). We should use our words to lift up the name of Jesus because who-
ever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:14). We can 
enjoy our freedom when we submit to God and resist the devil, putting him to 
flight by the power of obedience to the Spirit.  
 We come now to the final power which robs us of the enjoyment of our 
freedom in Christ, the world. The world refers to the ways and beliefs of our 
culture and society that are opposed to the truth of the Bible. The ways of this 
world which once ruled our desires and passions before the new birth have 
been defeated in Christ. Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33). It’s im-
possible to enjoy the freedom Christ gives when we don’t know or believe we 
have it. It is only when we believe and apply what God says to us in His word 
instead of what the world who hates God says, that we can enjoy our freedom 
in Christ.
 I am free. I know who I am (a child of God), where I came from (born of 
the Spirit), and where I am going (a prepared place in my Father’s house in 
heaven). Are you a Christian enjoying your freedom in Christ?

1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

Let us custom
match and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paint

for your next home
project!

Come See Us for All Your Outdoor Needs:Come See Us for All Your Outdoor Needs:
(Patio, Deck & Fencing Materials and All Gardening (Patio, Deck & Fencing Materials and All Gardening 
Tools and Needs for a Beautiful Yard!)Tools and Needs for a Beautiful Yard!)
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 Hello,	June!	Summer	has	arrived	in	Nacogdoches,	bringing	with	it	long,	laid-
back evenings, cherished annual traditions, refreshing days on the water, and 
plenty of time spent with our  community. We’re welcoming the season with 
open arms, ready to soak up the warmth, joy, and unforgettable moments that 
summer has to offer. Let’s take a look at what Nacogdoches has in store for us 
this	June!
  The 35th Annual Texas Blueberry Festival is almost here, and this year, 
things	 are	getting	 started	with	 a	brand-new	event:	 the	Blueberry	 Jam!	Set	 for	
Friday,	June	13th	from	6-9	pm	at	Festival	Park,	this	free,	family-friendly	evening	
promises great music, local talent, and a whole lot of fun to kick off the weekend. 
The night begins at 6 pm with local favorite Rack Attack taking the stage with 
their	first	set,	followed	by	Loose	Gravel	bringing	a	mix	of	classic	rock,	southern	
rock,	and	blues.	Closing	out	 the	evening	 is	Huffie	and	 the	Paintfish,	 two-time	
“Best of Nac” musician award winners, known for their high-energy Top 40 cov-
ers that are sure to get the crowd on their feet. Bring your lawn chairs and picnic 
blankets; it’s going to be a night to remember.
	 The	festival	 fun	continues	on	Saturday,	June	14th	 in	downtown	Nacogdo-
ches. Returning this year is Brushing Up Nac’s hands-on community mural proj-
ect. This year’s theme, “Nacogdoches: Live. Work. Play.”, invites festivalgoers 
to help paint a colorful tribute to our hometown. Also new this year, the Critter 
Costume Contest, formerly the True Blue Pet Parade, moves to Friday night at 
6:30 pm at the Fredonia Brewery, giving pet lovers and their four-legged friends 
a chance to show off their best blueberry-themed looks. Wrap up your blueberry 
weekend	at	 the	Fredonia	Brewery’s	Summer	Makers	Market	on	Sunday,	 June	
15th, from 12-5 pm, featuring a host of local artists showcasing their blueberry-
themed items!
 Beat the heat and make a splash at one of Nacogdoches’ many water attrac-
tions. Whether you’re looking for family fun at Splash Kingdom – Timber Falls, 
a quick cool-down at local favorites like Splashadoches and Temple Park Splash 
Pad, or a refreshing day by the water at Lake Nacogdoches or Tonkawa Springs, 
there’s no shortage of ways to stay cool all month long. Dive into summer fun 
right here in town!
	 Join	us	Friday,	June	27th	from	11	am	to	2	pm	in	Downtown	Nacogdoches	
for one last taste of your favorite local food trucks before we break for the sum-
mer heat. Grab your friends, stroll the historic brick streets, and enjoy a delicious 
lunchtime adventure!
 But the fun doesn’t stop there. To keep up with Nacogdoches and community 
events, make sure to check out our website at visitnacogdoches.org/events. We 
can’t wait to see y’all around the town!

This Month in the 
Oldest Town in Texas

Natalee Dunn
CVB Creative Content Director 

RV & Boat Storage
Infinity Commercial

RV Service, Remodeling & Upholstery
14618 US Hwy 59 Nacogdoches, TX 75965

(936) 560-2188

Drewery Construction Company, Inc., a major East Texas
contractor in dirt work, paving, pipe laying, heavy highway,
concrete structures, and disaster debris removal/recovery
projects is looking for CDL Drivers. 
Qualifications for the position include:
✓ A person of Integrity

 ✓ Team Player
 ✓ Safe driving record
 ✓ Class B CDL required, Class A CDL preferred
 ✓ Valid Medical Card
Drewery Construction offers competitive compensation, healthcare benefits, a 401(k) 
savings plan and life insurance. If you are interested in a Career with Drewery, check out 
all our open positions on our website at https://dreweryinc.com/careers.  Apply directly 
on our website, by fax to: (936) 560-3282, or at the Nacogdoches Workforce Solutions 
Office, 235 North University Drive, Nacogdoches, Texas, (936) 560-1441. 

EOE M/F/D/V

  

 Dawn Welch, Madison Perkins, John Taffe and the staff at Klines/
Wrap it Up are ready to help with your printing, copying, office sup-
plies, shipping and packing needs. They are one of our longest-running 
advertisers and we appreciate them so much. Visit the store at 628 N. 
University Drive in Nacogdoches, phone 936.560.0700 or go to www.
klineswrapitup.com for more information.

We Love 
 our advertisers! 

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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A Man’s Folly: 
Exploring the 
Female Mind
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception. 

  There are certain aspects of 
the female mind that men are 
not equipped to grasp. Forever 
imprisoned in logical thinking, 
we can only aspire to women’s    
esoteric mastery of certain high-
level concepts, such as under-
standing the true meaning of 
words like, “Fine!” To persons 
of my gender, this word usually 
means something is either sat-
isfactory, good or exceptional. 
How are we supposed to know 
that it is a word akin to a death sentence if it is uttered by the female during an 
argument?	Our	misunderstanding	of	“fine”	is	like	our	misinterpretation	of	“Go	
ahead!” We should never assume that it means to continue or proceed with what-
ever we were contemplating. It would be far safer for the man to remain silent 
and perfectly still until the meaning of the term is clear, which will probably be 
the opposite of what we’re thinking. There is another aspect of advanced female 
thinking that men may never comprehend, and that subject is…women’s
clothing.
  The nuances that abound in women’s fashion consist of a labyrinth of calcu-
lations	that	would	test	the	limits	of	artificial	intelligence.	I	was	not	fully	aware	
of the void in my understanding of it until we made the decision to downsize 
drastically and tour the country in our motorhome. I knew that a rather sizeable 
room had been built into our house that contained what I believe were women’s 
garments and shoes, but I was fearful of going in there. From time to time, Sandy 
would	enter	and,	before	long,	her	voice	would	fade	away	into	a	small,	muffled	
sound. It was all too mysterious for a person with the limitations of my gender.
  In preparation for living in a few hundred square feet instead of a few thou-
sand, it became necessary for Sandy to pare down her wardrobe to fit in a
motorhome’s closet—eight feet in length—in the very back of the rig. There was 
additional storage space under the bed for any extra items—another area that was 
off limits to me unless the bed needed to be raised.  After uncountable donations 
of clothing to the Salvation Army, they banned her from the premises due to the 
fire	hazard	she	was	creating	with	all	the	clothes.
  It is still not clear how she reduced her wardrobe to 121 items aboard the 
bus.	(I	counted	while	she	wasn’t	looking.)	My	13	garments	took	only	a	sliver	of	
space in the closet but, according to her, it was my clothing excess that caused the 
closet	rod	to	collapse	on	one	of	our	first	trips.	After	bracing	the	rod	with	several	
welded steel supports, the rod held fast, but I had to carry extra air pressure in the 
rear tires.
  One day, I asked her nicely if she would educate me as to the necessity of 
her having roughly nine times the clothing I required. My question was greeted 
with	her	usual	eyeroll	until	I	convinced	her	(sort	of)	of	my	sincere	desire	to	un-
derstand. 
  With a voice teeming with skepticism about my sincerity, she explained: 
“Men have it so easy,” she said. “All you need is a couple of pairs of shorts and 
pants, a few shirts and, maybe, a suit if you need to attend a funeral or for your 
own casket’s viewing!” A slight grin at the corner of her mouth led me to believe 
she was joking about this…I think.
  She continued: “There are so many rules and requirements for women’s at-
tire. First of all, the season is of primary importance. For example, we can’t be 
caught wearing white or sandals after Labor Day. Women often violate this rule 
in Texas due to the early autumn heat; nevertheless, they do it at their own risk! 
We mustn’t wear white or black to a wedding. Furthermore, depending upon the 
casualness or formality of an occasion, a decision must be made as to whether 
shorts, capris, crops, jeans, pants or dresses are required. Once this choice is 
made, a selection of the appropriate top is necessary, taking care, for example, to 
avoid wearing a t-shirt, except to very casual venues. Then, we must be careful 
not	to	pair	conflicting	designs	with	tops	and	bottoms;	for	example,	we	shouldn’t	
wear prints and stripes together. Shoes are of critical importance; our shoes must 
coordinate	with	our	outfits.	 In	hot	weather,	 sandals	are	always	appropriate,	 so	
long as their design corresponds appropriately within the downscale/upscale 
spectrum of the occasion. Then there’s the matter of open-toed or closed-toed 

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

We Stock New & Used Homes 
from 1BR, 1 Bath to

the Big 32x80 4BR, 2½ Baths

Easy Financing Available!
In-House Insurance Agent

Delivery, AC & Heat, 
Skirting, Steps on 

HUD Homes

Several Tiny Houses in Stock!

Phone office: 409.224.7717
Milfordent23@gmail.com

8652 US Hwy 96N • Brookland, TX 75931

Drive a 
Little, 
Save a 

Lot!

Energy Star

Air B&B 2 BR Condo $45,900.
2024 Model with Porch, Set Up!

Lisa Milford
936-552-6752

Check us out on Facebook (Milford Enterprise), 
Like & Share Please

Your “Home” Girl
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shoes, depending upon the season of the year and the nature of the occasion.  
However, in Texas, it’s king’s-x on all these rules for shoes if you’re wearing 
cowboy boots!”
  At this point, I was reeling as the room spun. I could not begin to know how 
to follow all these rules; I don’t even know the difference between capris, crops 
or pants! I held up one of my white socks in surrender, and I never mentioned the 
subject again. God love all the women; they deserve to be called the better half!
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Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and 
former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several 
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works 
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration of the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s. 

 I was watching the Dr. Phil show the other day when he made a statement 
that I had not heard in a long time. He told one of his guests that he didn’t “care a 
tinker’s damn about that.” That comment prompted me to delve into that old say-
ing as to its real or intended meaning. The meaning in today’s society is “some-
thing	that	is	insignificant	or	worthless.”	However,	the	saying	has	more	than	that	
one meaning.
 First, we must establish who or what a “tinker” is. I recall that in my early 
years men who repaired watches were referred to as “watch tinkerers.” My moth-
er’s brother, Bonnar Whitton, was a watch tinkerer most of his life. However, 
the word started out in 13th century Scotland referring to a metal worker. So, the 
original meaning of the word is the “process of adapting, meddling, or adjusting 
something in the course of making repairs or improvements.” Sometimes men 
“tinker” around the house making repairs to various items.
 In early England some travelling groups and Gypsies adopted this lifestyle 
of repairing metal, usually pots and pans, using molten solder. They would travel 
from town to town, set up their repair shop, and then move on when their services 
were no longer needed.
 It is recorded that these Gypsy tinkerers were notorious for their vulgar and 
offensive language, spewing it wherever they went. As a result, some people be-
lieve that the phrase “a tinker’s damn” was born from this activity.
 The second word of the phrase is “dam.” A tinker’s dam was a temporary 
patch to repair a hole in a metal vessel such as a pot or pan. The dam was usually 
made of mud or clay and was built up around the outside of a hole, so as to plug 
it.	Molten	solder	was	then	poured	on	the	inside	of	the	hole.		The	solder	solidified	
against the dam and bonded with the metal wall. The hole being repaired, the 
dam was scraped away and discarded. Since it could only be used once it was 
considered worthless. The remaining solder was then rasped and smoothed down 
by the tinker.
	 All	of	 this	may	have	 influenced	 the	English	phrase	“tinker’s	cuss,”	which	
expresses contempt. The phrases “tinker’s damn” and “tinker’s cuss” may also 
be	applied	to	something	considered	insignificant.	In	the	Practical Dictionary of 
Mechanics	 of	 1877,	Edward	Knight	makes	 this	definition:	 “Tinker’s	dam	–	A	
wall	of	dough	raised	around	a	place	which	a	plumber	desires	to	flood	with	a	coat	
of solder. The material can be used once, thus being consequently thrown away 
as worthless.”
 Basically, then, there is some debate over whether the phrase should be “tin-
ker’s dam” – a small dam to hold solder made by tinkers when mending pans, or 
“tinker’s	damn”	–	a	tinker’s	curse	(cuss),	considered	of	little	significance	because	
tinkers were reputed to swear habitually.
 I suppose that in the end it does not matter which is the correct beginning of 
the phrase – you can forget either the plumbing or the cursing idea and just run 
with it whenever you express your opinion about something being worthless.  
There	are	many	things	going	on	today	that	would	fit	the	idea	perfectly.

A Tinker’s Dam
by Neal Murphy

• The care we give focuses on the needs  
 and concerns of each resident
•  Skilled Nursing and Long Term Care

280 Moffett Drive • Center, Texas 75935
936-598-3371

Proudly Serving
Our Veterans

Contracted 
with the VA

Veterans
Welcome!

Proudly 
Serving

Our Seniors!Four-Star overall rating by CMS, the
region’s highest rated nursing facility!

PERRY PROPANE
6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Drive) 936.564.8448

We service residential, farms and industries. Bottles filled 
and tanks leased and sold. Large selection of  Lodge Cast Iron 
Cookware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and shrimp cookers.

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Now accepting Credit Cards 
and Debit Cards for 

admission and at the bar.

  

We Love 
 our advertisers! 

  We welcome new advertisers and friends L-R: Alex Hatt, 
Sheri Hatt and Rock of the new Madhatter Distillery, 403 E. 
Hospital Street in Nacogdoches. They’re a family owned and op-
erated business and they invite you to visit. You’ll love these nice 
folks! Phone 936.221.5057 or visit TheMadHatter.com for more 
information.
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Dreaming of Dreaming of 
Beach Life?Beach Life?

BEACH LOTS FOR SALEBEACH LOTS FOR SALE
Pelican Beach, Johnson Bayou, Louisiana

• Second-row lots: $80,000 each
• Build sites only: Perfect for your dream home!

• Only gated community in the area
• Private subdivision for added peace and security

• Stunning views
• Peaceful setting with minimal beach traffic

• Nature at its finest – seashells, wildlife 
and the beauty of the Gulf
• Located in the heart of 

Louisiana’s sportsman’s paradise

Don’t miss out on your slice of coastal heaven. 
Contact us today to make it yours! Kevin Bradford 936-615-0901

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.234.0056

Jana Johnson 
Agent

936.552.1776

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

Glenn Lenderman
 East Texas Music Man!

Contact 936.676.4126

June
Thu 5th         Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm 
Tue 10th Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm 
Thu 19th         Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin  6:00 pm
Tue 24th       Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm
Wed 25th       Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm  

July
Thu 3rd Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm
Tue 8th Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm
Wed 16th Tia Juanitas Lufkin  6:00 pm
Thu 17th  Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin  6:00 pm
Fri 18th  Dance Club  Nacogdoches VFW 7:00 pm
Tue 22nd Guacamoles                 Nacogdoches   6:00 pm

June/July 2025 Schedule

  

  Around the Town Graphic Designer, James Aston, enjoys pre-
paring dishes from recipes we receive from readers, as well as 
from various cookbooks. James is shown here with bread pud-
ding and rum sauce from The Cace’s cookbook. Johnny Cace op-
erated a five-star seafood and steak house in Longview for many 
years. His daughter-in-law and granddaughter are carrying on the 
tradition at Cace’s Kitchen, 104 N. Green Street in Longview.  
James has designed our papers since the beginning eight years 
ago and does a wonderful job.

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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Millard’s Crossing 
News and Calendar
Good Day Readers,

  We would like to extend our thanks to all the teachers and students that made 
Millard’s	Crossing	a	part	of	 their	field	 trips	for	 the	2024/2025	school	year.	To	
all	the	parents	that	accompanied	their	children,	you	were	awesome.	June	is	here	
and we are happy to have summer schools 
and daycares that will be coming out to 
have fun while they learn. Thank you to 
our Field Trip Sponsor Arnold Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Stephen F. Austin State 
University | Rusche College of Business 
and G & G Locks.
  I know it seems too early to mention 
Halloween and Christmas, but not to us; 
we start planning early. We have some fun 
and new items coming down the pipe and 
we will touch a little on it every month. 
The	first	thing	will	be	Halloween	and	the	
adoption of a building to decorate. This is 
for a group that would like to come and 
decorate one of the buildings, possibly 
win some money, as well as have bragging rights to being the best decorated. We 
will be doing the same for Christmas. If you would like to know more, please call 
the	office	at	936-564-6631.
  We are making some awesome changes out here as well; we will spill the 
beans next month, but for now, here is a hint! Have you ever thought about stay-
ing the night out here? Thought about having a discount on rental, or coming out 
with a friend and your admission is free?
  We are currently looking for people to come out and demonstrate a craft, 
gardening, making soap, textile, blacksmithing, canning, and so much more. If 
you have a craft and would like to show it off and make money from what you 
make, let me know, 936-564-6631.
  Please keep us in mind for weddings, parties, meetings, and so much more. 
We have several buildings and can seat up to 150 people. To those who choose to 
get married here at Millard’s Crossing, have baby, bridal showers, parties, events, 
thank you. All the guests that come to visit, thank you.
  Thank you to all our sponsors, which are listed on the back of our self-guided 
tour map, for all you do; we could not make it work without you.
  We want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all our volunteers, staff, and 
board members for their unwavering support of Millard’s Crossing. Your dedica-
tion helps make this charming historical site a true gem. If you have ever wanted 
to volunteer at a fun place and learn about the ways of the past, please call or visit 
us. Spending a day or so here will certainly be a delightful experience.
  Please remember to stay hydrated this month and enjoy all the fun activi-
ties that Nacogdoches has to offer. Attend the Texas Blueberry Festival, explore 
downtown and its shops, visit the historic buildings around town, stroll through 
the gardens, and much more.
  Thank you for taking the time to read this. If you would like a hot cup of cof-
fee, cold water, or soda, stop by for a visit, and we will gladly offer you one. 

Grace Handler-Welch 
Executive Director

The Mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is to portray the spirit and 
ingenuity of pioneer settlements in East Texas and to connect present generations 
to those of the past.

1806 East Main Street
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

936.585.1239
New and Used Tires

Sizes: 14 - 28
Flat Tire Repair

Rotation and Balance

Hours
Mon-Fri: 8 am - 6 pm

Sat: 8 am - 3 pm
Sun: Closed

Holidays may change hours.
After hours by appointment only!

CABRERA TIRE SHOP

  

 Many thanks to our friends, Tom and Len Ma, at Ma’s Jewelry 
Sales and Service for being  long-time advertisers.
 They offer custom design, special order, watch battery replace-
ment, appraisals  and can service all your jewelry needs.
 Visit them at 2423 North Street in Nacogdoches. Phone 936.553.1984 
or visit Mas.jewelershowcase.com for more information.
 Pictured with Tom and Len is Around the Town Advertising Sales 
Manager, Sharon Roberts.

We Love 
 our advertisers! 

Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

KERRY VAUGHT AGENCY

We know a thing or two, 
Because we’ve seen a thing or two!

Auto, Home, Life, Commercial, Watercraft, ATV, and more!

Kerry Vaught
2710 North St

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Office: (936) 569-6156

kvaught@farmersagent.com



Page	34			June	2025

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

  The Lamp-Lite Players continue their 52nd Season of “New” Classics with 
Oliver!,	by	Lionel	Bart,	July	11,	12,	18,	and	19,	2025,	7:30	pm,	and	July	13	and	
20,	2025,	2:00	pm.	Tickets	will	be	available	starting	June	21,	2025.	All	tickets	
are	assigned	seats	for	a	specific	performance.	Something	new	for	this	Summer	
Musical is 2024-2025 Season Pass Holders may exchange their passes for tickets 
to	Oliver!	An	audience	dress	rehearsal	will	be	held	July	10,	2025,	7:30	pm,	for	
$5.00,	with	tickets	only	available	at	the	Box	Office	the	night	of	the	performance.
  Melissa McMillian-Cunningham, Director, and Davy Thomas, Musical 
Director, look forward to producing Oliver! with the assistance of Assistant Di-
rector Cynthia Hughes, Choreographer Katie Parr, Stage Manager Christen 
Smith, and Assistant Stage Manager Heath McCormack. Technical leaders 
include set construction Gina Jones, costume coordinator Nancy Matthews 
Smith, set painting Lisa Reid, light board operator Michael Moore, and sound 
operator/pre-show music Steve Chandler.
  Cast members for Oliver! include Karper Pitcock as Oliver Twist, Todd 
Phillips as Fagin, Clark Perry as the Artful Dodger, Nikolaas Van Kley as Bill 
Sikes, Cassidy Kelly/Faith Kolosci as Nancy, Cassidy Kelly/Faith Kolosci as 
Bet, Heath McCormack as Mr. Bumble, Charisse Gregory as Mrs. Corney, 
Cristoban Morones as Mr. Sowerberry, Elaine Lambright/LaChanda Maxie 
as Mrs. Sowerberry, Faithlyn Stockman as Charlotte, Leland Parker as Noah 
Claypole, Patrick Lewis as Mr. Brownlow, Elaine Lambright/LaChanda 
Maxie as Mrs. Bedouin, Chelsi Condon as Old Sally, Cadence Glazener as 
Nipper, and Carrel King as Matron.
  In addition, Charlotte Davis, Frances Teal, and Peyton Lewis sing in the 
chorus and are featured soloists in “Who Will Buy?” The adult chorus consists 
of Adan Morones, Anna Donihoo, Brianna Lewis, Candyce Wagnon, Dottie 
Rhodes, Domynik Will, Frances Teal, Hadley Harris, Jessica Shelkey, Katie 
Parr, Kimberly Fos, Scott Parrish, Richard Malloy, and River Delcambre.
  Youth Chorus members include Addison Lewis, Cater Cartwright, Car-
li Shaw, David Morones, Elizabeth Williamson, Ellie Falke, Ezra Hamlin, 
Gabby Bloxson, Gracie Rosser, Graham Payne, Grason Fos, Hope Alsup, 
Jocelyn Hunt, Klarissa Reyes, Lydia Smith, Matilyn Donihoo, McKenna 
Fos, Nash Coutee, Samuel Lewis, Radlynn May, and Winter Perry.
  McMillian-Cunningham is excited about producing Oliver! for the com-
munity, stating, “I’m looking forward to working with our large, talented cast 
of Oliver! We have many actors who are long time Lamp-Lite Players as well as 
first	timers.	In	addition	to	our	actors,	we	have	a	top	notch	production	team	keep-
ing us organized, constructing and painting the scenery, building the costumes, 
and creating the world of the play. Of course, Davy Thomas, our music director, 
is a phenomenal teacher and a wonderful director himself, and he will be bring-
ing the show fully to life with music that is truly moving, entertaining, and
evocative.”
  For more information about Oliver!, visit the website www.lamplitetheatre.
com or email lamplitetheatre@gmail.com. Also, follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook at Lamp-Lite Theatre.

THE LAMP-LITE
PLAYERS Announce
Cast of OLIVER!

Creative Leadership for Lionel Bart’s OLIVER! includes (l to r) Director Melissa Mc-
Millian-Cunningham, Stage Manager Christen Smith, Assistant Stage Manager Heath 
McCormack, Assistant Director Cynthia Hughes, and Musical Director Davy Thomas.
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Unleash Creativity at NAC
Kids Theatre & Art Camps!
 This summer, NAC Kids is offering two exciting opportunities for youngartists 
and performers! The NAC Kids Theatre Camp will be held at Lamplite Theatre 
from	July	21-25	and	July	28-August	1,	with	performances	on	August	2.	This	two-
week camp is perfect for children entering grades 3-9, giving them the chance to 
explore both acting and technical theater. Campers can choose to focus on acting, 
tech, or both, making it 
an ideal full-day expe-
rience for those who 
want to dive deep into 
the world of theatre. 
The cost is $135 for a half-day and $270 for a full day, with discounts available 
for additional siblings.
 The NAC Kids Art Camp	takes	place	August	4-8	at	141	Walker	Street,	of-
fering a variety of sessions tailored to different age groups:  Ages 3-5: 9:00 AM 
–	10:30	AM;	Ages	6-8:	11:00	AM	–	12:30	PM;	Ages	9-11:	1:30	PM	–	4:00	PM;	
Ages 12-16: 4:30 PM – 7:00 PM.
 The camp is $125 per student, with discounts for additional siblings, and 
culminates in a gallery show on August 9th at the Falling Star Gallery at 415 
North Fredonia Street, Suite 307, where campers can showcase their creations. 
Full details can be found on our website or social media pages. Don’t miss out on 
these fantastic opportunities to spark your child’s creativity this summer!
 Make plans to see the new exhibition at Falling Star Gallery @ NAC “Union: 
Photography and Watercolor” work by Sharon & Elton Scifres. Opening 
reception	with	artists	Thursday,	 June	12,	5-7pm.	The	show	will	be	on	display	
through	July,	and	will	be	open	during	Blueberry	Festival	Saturday.	There	will	
also	be	a	special	edition	Arts	Market	in	our	parking	lot	from	8-1	during	the	Blue-
berry	Festival.		Come	enjoy	some	fine	art	and	air	conditioning!	
 Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative is located inside the Williamsburg Plaza, 
320 North Street, Suite 307. Falling Star Gallery @ NAC is in Suite 306 and is 
open Saturdays from 11-4 or by appointment by texting 917-209-1050. We are 
also an easy walk from downtown at 415 N. Fredonia Street, one block north of 
the Fredonia Hotel.     

JUNE ARTIST SPOTLIGHT - Meet Elton Scifres!
 Elton Scifres is a retired business pro-
fessor from SFA where he taught courses 
in managerial strategy for many years. 
But his favorite hobby was photography, 
and in the beginning, it was just for fun. 
“I had an SLR. I’d take vacation photos 
and shots of the kids, but I didn’t have 
the urge to learn more. Twenty years ago, 
when	film	formats	began	to	make	way	for	
digital photography, I got interested in the 
new tech and suddenly, I realized I could 
experiment all I wanted for free. And I got 
serious about taking pictures.”
 Today Elton serves as president of the 
Nacogdoches Photography Club, an organization he’s been active in for a long 
time. “I’ve dabbled in a variety of genres, but landscapes dominate my portfolio. 
I like taking a familiar image, something everybody knows, like the Eiffel Tower 
or the Grand Canyon, but somehow putting my own spin on it— avoiding cli-
ché— but seeing a detail that others miss.” His passion has brought him recogni-
tion	and	awards.	Elton	has	been	official	photographer	at	our	last	two	Art	Balls	as	
well.
 Elton is married to NAC board member Sharon Scifres, a talented photogra-
pher	and	watercolorist	(profiled	in	this	column	in	December	2024)	and	together	
they are sharing their artistic vision in a joint art show called “Union” opening 
on	June	12	at	Falling	Star	Gallery.	“Some	of	our	work	is	paired	up	side-by-side;	
there’s my photograph and then next to it is Sharon’s painting of the same
image.” 
 “We have known each other since we were teenagers in Mississippi, and 
although	we	have	always	encouraged	each	other’s	creativity,	this	is	our	first	joint	
exhibition, so we’re really excited. Thanks to the NAC for sponsoring our show. 
Now that we’re retired, we both have time to create art. And truthfully, while I’m 
always trying to use the tools I have to improve my images, I love nothing more 
than taking pictures of our four grandkids. Love those smiles.”

Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in Nacogdoches and encouraging artists of all disciplines to thrive.

NAC  ARTS  
COLLABORATIVE  News

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

•  Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled 
Nursing Facility

•  We offer Short Term Rehabilitation 
and Long Term Care

•  We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95  •  GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 • www.garrisonnursinghome.com

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

Good News Only 
Featured in 

Around The Town

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

mas.jewelershowcase.com

SINCE 1989

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

14,000 readers each month!14,000 readers each month!
4.9” W x 2.95” H

$125 for one month
$95 per month 12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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Lufkin to Host 
Global Leadership 
Summit Simulcast 
in Augut, Featuring
World-Renowned 
Speakers
by Amanda Crocker
Director of Marketing & Communications, 
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce

 The Lufkin/Angelina County Cham-
ber of Commerce is excited to announce 
that Lufkin will serve as an official host 
site for the 2025 Global Leadership Sum-
mit (GLS), one of the most highly antici-
pated leadership development events in 
the world. The event will be held August 
7–8, 2025, at the Pitser Garrison Conven-
tion Center, streamed live in simulcast 
from the GLS headquarters near Chicago.
 Bringing world-class leadership insights directly to East Texas, GLS 2025 
will feature dynamic speakers, cutting-edge content, and practical takeaways de-
signed to empower leaders across every sector—from business and education to 
faith-based and nonprofit organizations.
 “Being a GLS host site allows us to provide our community with direct ac-
cess to global thought leaders and actionable strategies for real-world leadership 
challenges,” said Tara Watson-Watkins, President & CEO of the Lufkin/Angelina 
County Chamber of Commerce. “This is a powerful opportunity for our region to 
grow stronger, together.”
Who’s Taking the Stage at GLS 2025?
 This year’s speaker lineup includes a diverse and influential group of best-
selling authors, CEOs, pastors, coaches, artists, and change-makers, each bring-
ing a unique message to inspire personal and organizational growth.
Confirmed speakers include:
 • Craig Groeschel – Founding & Senior Pastor, Life.Church
 Known globally for his leadership podcast and digital ministry innovation, 
Groeschel will challenge attendees to embrace the power of consistency in his 
session, “Boring Your Way to Success.”
 • Thasunda Brown Duckett – President & CEO, TIAA
 Named to the TIME100 and lauded by Forbes and Fortune, Duckett is a trail-
blazer in financial leadership. (Topic to be announced.)
 • Nick Saban – Legendary Coach & 7-Time National Champion
 One of the most successful coaches in college football history, Saban will 
share insights from his decades of elite team-building. (Topic to be announced.)
 • Christine Caine – Activist, Author, Cofounder of A21 Campaign & 
Propel Women
 Known for her bold, purpose-driven messaging, Caine brings global advo-
cacy experience to the GLS stage. (Topic to be announced.)
 • Jon Acuff – INC Top 100 Leadership Speaker; Bestselling Author
 Acuff’s talk, “Procrastination Proof,” will tackle the barriers that keep us 
from realizing our potential and provide a framework for momentum and 
progress.
 • Tasha Eurich, Ph.D. – Organizational Psychologist; Bestselling        
Author
 Her powerful session, “Shatterproof,” unveils how to move beyond resil-
ience to thrive in chaos by building a sustainable second skillset.
 • John C. Maxwell – Leadership Legend; Author of 90+ Books
 Back for his sixth GLS, Maxwell continues to shape leaders around the globe. 
(Topic to be announced.)
 • Walker Hayes – Grammy-Nominated Country Music Star
 Known for hits like “Fancy Like,” Hayes brings heart, humor, and personal 
storytelling to the stage. (Topic to be announced.)
 • Bradley Rapier – Founder, Groove Theory; Emmy-Nominated Chore-
ographer
 Blending rhythm, movement, and leadership, Rapier will offer a unique take 
on creativity and connection. (Topic to be announced.)

Event Details:
 • What: Global Leadership Summit 2025 (Simulcast Event)
 • When: August 7–8, 2025
 • Where: Pitser Garrison Convention Center, Lufkin, TX
 • Hosted by: Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce
 • Register: LufkinTexas.org/global-leadership-summit-2025
       —   Early Bird special pricing ends July 16
 Whether you’re leading a business, a team, a classroom, a congregation, 
or simply leading yourself, GLS 2025 is a chance to pause, grow, and return 
equipped to lead with greater impact.
 For sponsorships, group registration, or additional details, contact the Cham-
ber at 936-634-6644 or visit LufkinTexas.org.
 
About the Global Leadership Summit:
 Each August, the Global Leadership Summit, hosted by the Global Lead-
ership Network, reaches hundreds of thousands of people across the U.S. and 
around the world. Through a powerful two-day experience, GLS inspires leaders 
to expand their influence, grow their organizations, and create positive change in 
their communities.

John Deere
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 When I recently attended the funeral Mass for a friend at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church in the Moral Community southwest of       
Nacogdoches, I observed this historical marker at the entrance of the cem-
etery. The marker read as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CEMETERY
 IN NOVEMBER 1885, EIGHT YEARS AFTER THE DEDICATION OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, REV. BISHOP N.A. GAL-
LAGHER RECEIVED FIVE ACRES OF LAND FOR A NEW CHURCH AND 
CEMETERY IN THE MORAL COMMUNITY. THE CHURCH WAS BUILT 
AND SISTER JOSEPHINE POTARD (1822-1893), A FRENCH NUN WITH 
THE SISTERS OF HOLY CROSS, MOVED INTO A ROOM IN THE REAR 
OF THE CHURCH. THE PARISH, LOCATED IN SOUTHWEST NACOGDO-
CHES COUNTY, GREW AND BECAME AN IMPORTANT CENTER FOR THE 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY.

 IN THE WINTER OF 1911, THE MEN OF THE CHURCH CLEARED A SEC-
TION OF LAND ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE PROPERTY FOR A CEM-
ETERY, TODAY KNOWN AS SECTION I. PRIOR TO THIS DATE, CATHOLIC 
BURIALS WERE MADE IN THE NEARBY LAZARINE CEMETERY, WHICH 
WAS ALMOST AT CAPACITY, OR IN THE CATHOLIC SECTION OF THE 
OAK GROVE CEMETERY IN NACOGDOCHES.

 THE FIRST BURIAL IN SECTION I WAS MARGARITA LUNA PENA (1869-
1912), WIFE OF JUAN PEDRO PENA. THE TWO EARLY PRIESTS FROM 
THE SACRED HEART CHURCH YARD IN DOWNTOWN NACOGDOCHES 
WERE REINTERRED HERE IN 1937: REVEREND FATHER WILLIAM SWEN-
NEY (1844-1874) OF SCOTLAND AND REVEREND JOHN PETER BOTTET 
(1830-1857) OF FRANCE.

 SECTION II WAS DEDICATED IN MAY 1966 UNDER THE NAME OF OUR 
LADY OF LASALETTE, SECTION III WAS DEDICATED IN APRIL 2014 TO 
THE DOMINICAN SISTERS OF MORAL.

 THE CEMETERY IS THE FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR MANY DESCEN-
DENTS OF THE EARLY SPANISH PIONEERS WHO ESTABLISHED THE 
CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN EAST TEXAS. THEIR HEADSTONES, INCLUD-
ING ACOSTA, ARRIOLA, CORDOVA, CORTINES, LUNA, MONTES, PENA, 
SOLISE, Y’BARBO, AND OTHERS, HELP INTERPRET THE ANCESTRY OF 
THE EARLY SETTLERS AND THEIR DESCENDENTS. ALSO BURIED HERE 
ARE DOZENS OF VETERANS DATING TO WORLD WAR I WHO ARE RE-
MEMBERED WITH SPECIAL ANNUAL CEREMONIES.

HISTORIC TEXAS CEMETERY 2016 
MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS  
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

SERVICELOGGINS PLUMBINGLOGGINS PLUMBINGSERVICE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

936-639-3073
101 Industrial Blvd • Suite 109 • Lufkin, TX 75904

Serving Angelina and Nacogdoches Counties M-14413

YOUR COMPLETE FLOOR COVERING CENTER
UNFINISHED FURNITURE

LAMINATE • CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE

Carpets By Curiosity
(936) 824-2178 • (936) 824-2931

 MARK & REGINA FERDEN 4150 S. US HWY 69
 Owners Lufkin, TX 75901

Email: carpetsbycuriosity@consolidated.net

Mike Estes
Painting
Interior / Exterior Painting

Dry Wall Finishing
Cabinet Finishing

High Pressure Washing

All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates

936.590.4878-
Home

936.591.2705-
Cell

Cell (936) 559-3242 
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PEPPARD
A U T O P L E X
Voted Best of Nac Year-After-Year!

www.PeppardAutoplex.com

GG
OO
DD

BB
LL
EE
SS
SS

AA
MM
EE
RR
II
CC
AA

397 Jacob St.
Timpson, TX

936-554-4557
tie.timbertx@gmail.com

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING

Spraying Pastures
by Sam Sharp, Co-owner Complete Ag Services and
Complete Ag Tractor and Equipment

 Sam Sharp, born and reared in Nacogdoches, is co-owner of Complete Ag Ser-
vices and Complete Ag Tractor and Equipment. With more than 20 years of experi-
ence in agriculture, some of which was learned from the “school of hard knocks,” 
he has been successful in steering customers and his business towards better agri-
cultural practices. Sam and his wife Autumn, live in Appleby on their homestead 
with daughter Hartlee and son Abner, 3 cows, 12 chickens, 1 duck, 3 dogs, and an 
infinite number of cats! To contact Sam, call or text Complete Ag at 936-305-3346, 
email sam@completeag.us, or find them on Facebook at Complete Ag Services or 
Complete Ag Tractor and Equipment.

 It is hard for me to imagine that it is already time to start spraying pastures 
and	hay	fields.	Complete	Ag	started	spraying	a	couple	months	ago	for	 thistles	
and have been booking appointments to take care of Spring and Summer annuals, 
perennials, and biennials. Typically, in our area, farmers try to have all of their 
spraying	done	before	the	middle	of	June.	In	the	past,	 this	has	always	been	the	
most	beneficial	time	to	spray.	
 For this article, we are only going to look at the application of chemicals to 
the land and not look at more organic options. If you would like to inquire about 
organic options, please contact me at the phone number or email address listed 
above. I will post articles in the future on more organic or mechanical means for 
addressing pests.
 In agriculture, “any living thing, such as animals, plants, organisms, etc., 
that	are	unwanted	in	a	given	area”	are	defined	as	pests.	So,	when	we	say	we	are	
going to control pests, it can encompass weeds, grasses, animals, fungi, bacteria, 
organisms,	etc.	If	you	want	to	grow	only	coastal	Bermuda	grass	in	a	field,	then	
everything but the Bermuda grass is considered a pest. The most important step, 
and one of the most common steps that is completely missed, is identifying what 
pests you are wanting to control. Most people apply herbicides and pesticides just 
because their neighbors do it, however, what is missed is they may be wanting to 
control a completely different pest than you do. Or they may not know what they 
are doing either!
 I recommend walking your land and identifying pests that you want to get rid 
of. It could be a particular weed, rodent, insect, grass, etc. Once you have identi-
fied	those	write	them	down	on	a	pad	and	do	some	research	to	determine	what	it	
takes to get rid of those nuisances. If you don’t want to do this step, then contact 
your local ag service provider and ask them to do it for you. It is a great help to 
us if when you call if you can tell us what pests you want to target and get rid of. 
A quote that I often refer to when talking to people is “The most expensive ap-
plication that you will ever make is the WRONG application.” All chemicals are 
expensive, and it costs a good bit of money to treat these pests. If you select the 
wrong herbicide, identify the wrong pests, apply it at the wrong time, don’t allow 
enough time for the chemical to work, then you have cost yourself valuable time 
and money.
 Another common question I am asked is “do I need to mow the grass before 
you apply the chemical or after.” The answer is no…you do NOT mow BEFORE 
or AFTER the application. Let the chemical do the job that it is engineered to do. 
Most chemicals work by foliar absorption. This means that the chemical must hit 
a green leaf on a plant, be absorbed by the leaf, travel through the stem, and then 
to the root to kill the plant. The same applies for animals too, the chemical must 
hit the animal and travel through their system to eradicate them from your land.  
If we are in drought conditions, like last year, there may be green leaves on the 
plant that can soak up the chemical but there is not water in the ground to feed 
the plant and allow the chemical to be pulled down to the roots. When applying 
pesticides, timing is everything.
 In thinking about applying chemicals to treat pests, keep these things in 
mind:
 • Identify what pests you are trying to control.
	 •	 Research	what	chemical	will	control	the	pests	that	you	have	identified.
 • Pick the right time to apply those pesticides and allow them time to work.
 • Take the time to see if what you did worked. If not, identify what did not  
  work.
 • Educate yourself on this subject. Your local extension agency is the best  
  place to obtain knowledge about this. Also, contact your local ag service  
  provider or Complete Ag Services.
 • Determine if you need a license to purchase the pesticide that you are  
  wanting to use.
 Through this process, it is important to understand that chemical control of 
pests is not a “one and done” type of application. Plan on several years of treating 
the	same	pest	to	gain	control.	Researchers	say	the	first	year	of	applying	chemi-
cals, you are considered successful if you get 50% control, the second year 30%, 
and the third year the remaining 20%. Even after 3 years of applying chemicals, 
you may need to keep going. Again, remember timing is everything. If you are 
applying herbicide to a plant that is an annual (meaning it must be replanted ev-
ery	year)	and	it	has	already	gone	to	seed,	you	will	likely	not	gain	much	control	of	
it. You need to kill the plant before the seed is developed to gain control of it.
 I can agree, a lot of this can be overwhelming for a farmer or just more than 
what you want to do. This is when you trust in your local extension service or 

your agriculture service provider. In your area, there is most likely a custom ap-
plication business that has the knowledge to provide you with information and 
the service to control your pests. If you do not know of a business that does this, 
then	ask	your	neighbors,	friends,	feed	store,	or	extension	office.	
 Complete Ag is always here to answer questions. We also provide you with 
the chemicals needed for application or provide the service to help keep your 
ground maintained. Feel free to reach out to our professionals at any time, 936 
305 3346 or sam@completeag.us.
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Honey Bee
Health Foods

3801 North Street Suite 17
Nacogdoches, TX 75965

www.honeybeehealthofnac.com

936-205-4100
Rebecca Mott, owner
Tues -Fri 10 am-6pm
Sat 10am-3pm

Mike Renfroe
Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139

Night (936)  569-0577

2900 SE Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service
etwplcr@suddenlinkmail.com

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS

San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce
611 W. Columbia St. • San Augustine, TX 75972
936-275-3610 • www.sanaugustinecochamber.com

Lea Ann Bennefield
Executive Director

 Hello From the San 
Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce!
 Hello again from San Augustine County. Donating blood is a selfless act 
that can have significant benefits for both the donor and the recipients. Blood is 
essential for medical procedures, surgeries, and treating illnesses and injuries. 
Donating blood helps ensure a sufficient supply is available for those in need. 
One donation can potentially save up to three lives. Donating blood can stimulate 
the production of new red blood cells, which can improve circulation and reduce 
the risk of certain health conditions. It may also help lower blood pressure and 
reduce the risk of heart disease. Blood is required for a wide range of patients, 
including those undergoing surgery, those with blood disorders, and those receiv-
ing cancer treatments. Donating blood can make a real difference in their lives. 
Donating blood can provide a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction, know-
ing that you have made a positive impact on someone else’s life. Other benefits 
include free health screenings before donation, the opportunity to monitor your 
iron levels, and the potential to stimulate bone marrow production. 
 We will be hosting a blood drive at the San Augustine County Chamber of 
Commerce on June 24, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Gulf Coast Re-
gional Blood Center will be giving away a $25.00 eGift card and an A1c test to 
all donors. Hope to see you here. 
 Scan the QR code on the flyer below to sign up or show up to donate.

     • Clipper Cuts • Flat Tops
• Fades • Ladies Cuts • Hot Towel 
• Shaves • Beard Trims 

Tues.-Fri. 7AM-5PM
Sat. 7AM-12PM

936.560.1889936.560.1889  
110 N. Church St. • Nacogdoches TX, 75961

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and 
Best Security 

Systems Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches
for 45 Years

• Commercial, 
 Residential & 
 Auto Lock and  
 Key Services

• Commercial &   
 Residential 
 Security Systems

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Dan Matlock Tile & Repair

936-554-5647
Master Tile Setter 40+ Years Experience

http://www.danmatlocktile.com
Serving Nacogdoches and surrounding counties
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: ON BROADWAY

ACROSS
1. Benatar and Morita
5. Certain tray contents
8. In custody
12. *Main character in “Shrek the Musical,” based on 2001 flick
13. Soreness
14. Wore (2 words)
15. Street in Anytown, USA
16. Burn to a crisp
17. Opposite of alpha
18. *Musical with most Tony Awards, with The
20. Grape holder
21. Entertain
22. ___ Aviv
23. Unrhymed Japanese poem, pl.
26. Snakebirds
30. Opposite of hence
31. Shooting star
34. Milk’s favorite cookie
35. Zoroaster follower
37. A Beatle bride
38. Mix-up
39. Type of cotton
40. *____ Lloyd Webber
42. Dog command
43. Inference of similarity
45. 4th letter of Hebrew alphabet
47. “But I heard him exclaim, ____ he drove out of sight...”
48. Pool table fabric
50. Altar location
52. *Last year’s Tony Award winner for Best Musical, with The
56. Santa Anna’s target
57. To, archaic
58. Small cave
59. Cocaine-producing plant, pl.
60. Diagnostic test
61. Biblical Isaac’s firstborn
62. Not quite an adult
63. Craggy peak
64. Tear

DOWN
1. Circumstance’s partner
2. Lab gel
3. Domingo, Pavarotti and Carreras, e.g.
4. “Where the Wild Things Are” author
5. Plural of #13 Across
6. Social media button
7. Not his
8. *Musical with most Tony nominations
9. Barbara of “I Dream of Jeannie”
10. *Private box
11. Double helix-shaped structure
13. Emile Zola’s “J’____...!”
14. What helicopter parents do
19. Savory taste sensation
22. Black gunk
23. Tapa, alt. sp.
24. “Encore!”
25. _____ Jean, a.k.a. Marilyn Monroe
26. Don’t let this hit you on the way out
27. Use the other end of a pencil
28. Re-equip
29. *Rodgers’ and Hammerstein’s “____ Pacific”
32. *Award nickname, short for Antoinette
33. Finish line
36. *Arthur Miller’s “Death of a ____”
38. Swaziland native
40. *”____ of Aquarius,” song from “Hair”
41. a.k.a. the Wizard of Menlo Park
44. Plural of #34 Across
46. Late actor Heath
48. Social dice game
49. Rose oil
50. Medicinal house plant
51. Tempo

52. Give a boot
53. Gaelic
54. Multicolored horse
55. Wall support
56. *Part of a play

Answers to Puzzles can be found 
on page 44.
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

Servicing Deep East Texas, West Louisiana and All of Angelina County

®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500
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Around the Town
is a proud member of the

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952
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COMMUNITY NEWS ITEMS

Get ready to show your cupcake 
skills at the Blueberry Cupcake 
Battle! Amateur and pro bakers 
alike, it’s your time to shine at the 
Texas Blueberry Festival’s show-
down, all in support of survivors 
at the Janelle Grum Family Crisis 
Center of East Texas.

Craft six cupcakes to impress our judges with your creativity, appear-
ance, and flavor.  Deliver your creations to Mast Hall at 317 E Main 
St, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 by 10am, Saturday June 14, during 
the Texas Blueberry Festival.

Judging begins at 10:30am, with awards at 12pm.  Entry fee is $25 per 
entry, with all proceeds fueling the life-saving mission of the Janelle 
Grum Family Crisis Center of East Texas.

For any questions, reach out to Mallory Harris via email at mharris@
fccet.com.

The Nacogdoches Shrine Club 
Building is available for event rentals.

We can accommodate 250 people.  
Tables and chairs available.

Large paved parking lot.

208 CR 703 • Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Rental Managers:
Michael and Leshia Harrell

936-404-1776
We are seeking new members!

Shrine Contacts:
Robert Parrish 936-645-2883 cell; 936-560-4881 home

Calvin Taylor 936-591-1580 

Answers to Puzzles from page 42.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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