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 	 IT WAS JUST AFTER MIDNIGHT,  
MID MARCH, 1981, AND  ‘CLYDE’ WAS 
BARKING IN THE DRIVEWAY AND 
TOWARD RAGUET STREET.
	 Only one week after my late wife, Sara 
Bess, and I married, Clyde, the Border Collie, 
wakes us up barking. I went out to check and 
whatever he had seen, had made it out to the 
street. I did not think it was serious.
	 I WAS WRONG.
 	 Just after 7:30 am as I head to work at 
the University Police Department where I 
was the CID Sergeant, I found a straightened 
piece of clothes hanger on  the tool box of my 
truck, and that my doors had been unlocked. 
I quickly checked and found that a pistol and 
Remington pump shotgun were still there...
strange for a burglar to have left.
	 I then checked Sara Bess’ Buick and found it too, had been entered. Several 
school files were dumped in the seat. Her CB radio was still in the car. Strange!
	 I ran inside and said, “We had a burglar but he did not take anything.” She 
responded, “My gosh....the watch!!”
	 I said, “ The what?”  She said, “Daddy’s Rolex!” She ran to the glove box and 
said, “Its gone!” She then began to explain that the watch, having been locked up 
in a safety deposit since January, 1968, had been taken out the day before in order 
to have it cleaned before giving it to me....now its gone!
	 Any police officer faced with those facts in a theft case would say that it was 
taken by someone who knew it was there, or they were seeing an insurance rip 
off. The answer to both of those was a resounding,  NOT IN THIS CASE.  And... 
why were the guns not taken??
	 Sergeant Archie McKnight, Technical Services Detective with the 
Nacogdoches Police Department soon arrived to dust for prints on both vehicles 
plus my jeep that was in the garage. 
	 The most obvious thing out of place was that near my jeep was a sample of 

LAWMEN - Page 2

True Tales of Nacogdoches Lawmen
A Burglar in Our Midst...His Luck Just Ran Out!

Shield soap that had just come in the mail. The box was torn open and the soap 
was taken. (And, my night-time visitor had left the most beautiful thumbprint 
possible!!) Later, when a suspect was arrested, we already had his print to match!
I went on in to work, still perplexed about this crime. Nothing made sense....who 
knew?....why leave the guns!
	 After getting off at 5 pm that evening, the University still owned me. We 
had to immediately report to the Johnson Coliseum and work double header 
basketball games. Finally, getting back home about 10:30 pm that night, I went 
straight to the garage and began taking things in. What was I seeing? The 45 auto 
magazine that had been picked up and 
7 rounds thumbed out. The first aid box 
in the jeep that was gone through. The 
freezer that had been opened. In the store 
room some empty pill boxes opened and 
turned upside down. Sara Bess came out 
and said there were four new plant lights 
still in their boxes.....gone. Suddenly 
it all came into focus, no matter what 
else developed, this was a thieving “pill 
head” that happened to have scored big 
with the watch.
	 I had known of other burglaries in 
and around Raguet for several months....
even before Christmas, and thought we 
were being careful. Now, we are his 
latest victims!
	 The most troubling nearby burglary was that of neighbor and long time 
family friend, District Judge Jack Pierce, presiding Judge of the 145th District 
Court of Nacogdoches County...here, the burglar returned weeks later in another 
attempt.

THE JUDGE’S INTRUDER:
	 With the family upstairs and asleep one night, the burglar entered and actually 
opened Christmas presents, while also eating food from the refrigerator. When 
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this type crime hits, one tends to think that it is not random, but targeted. This 
adds tremendously to the stress and fear that develops among family members. 
Are they being stalked by someone that the Judge had sentenced?

THE SECOND ATTEMPT:
	 A few weeks later at midnight, I was with a UPD patrol officer and told him 
to head up Pecan St., then cut down Zeno to Raguet so we could check on the 
Judge’s house. As we approached Raguet, to the left, we saw a car parked, just as 
another one came southbound down the street. This car had ‘out of state’ plates....
so we followed that one and stopped it....it was ok. We then got a call to campus 
and did not get back to check the other vehicle out.
	 Thus, our burglar, maybe from that other car, returned to the Judge’s home 
as a family member was returning home. She glimpsed someone in the bushes as 
she entered and reported to the Judge. The family saw the prowler in the garage 
as he was looking in a window at them!! He escaped again.

MORE ACTIVITY 
	 In January and February, more burglaries were occurring. The burglar entered 
one house on East California St. where food was taken from a freezer....and a few 
weeks later....that freezer was hit again. The home owner then wired an alarm up 
to the freezer....and waited. He did not have long to wait.

LAST NIGHT OF FREEDOM
	 About ten days after our burglary in mid-March, I got a 2 am phone call from 
Mike Kelly at UPD. He said the “Nacogdoches Police Department has arrested a 
burglar and Lt. John Walton wants you to call him.” I called John and he said, “I 
think we have your burglar....meet us here at 8 am. 
	 THEY HAD HIM!   But he isn’t talking!
	 Watching from an adjoining room, I observed two Detectives try to talk to 
him. He simply had nothing to say.  The third one asked me to go in with him and 
be seated. This detective looked at the suspect and said nothing, except to give 

Continued on next page.

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

It’s Almost Time!
Medicare Open Enrollment

Oct 15 - Dec 7
Affordable Care Act
(Individual Health Insurance)

Nov 1 - Dec 15
Let us help you compare plans and

answer your questions!



Page 3     September 2021
him a cold, hard stare. He suddenly slaps the desk hard and stands up to leave.
	 The Detective quietly whispers to me as he turns, “Its your turn.”
	 The suspect’s first name is Steven and I say to him, quietly, “Whew, you 
really pissed him off!” He said, “I saw that.”
	 I said, “Steven, do you understand your rights as they were read to you 
earlier?”
	 He said, “Yes, I do.”
	 I added, “We know you took the watch...where is it?”
	 He calmly answered, “In the night stand by my bed.”
	 BAMM BAMM goes my heart as I conceal any reaction from him!
	 I glance up and see the reactions from officers in the adjoining room and 
behind his back!
	 I then tell him that I have a ‘consent to search form’ and I need him to read it 
and consider signing it....He did and we did!!
	 He lived in an apartment on Pecan St. near the Fredonia Bank and had been 
doing burglaries for months. He traveled three different ways to commit his 
crimes......and there were many of them. He had a motorcycle, a car, and his feet. 
His mode of transportation, therefore, limited him in what he could steal on a 
particular night. He was a full time SFA student from the Longview area. He was 
stealing food to eat, stealing medications, plus stealing gold and silver.
	 In his night stand was Jack Brookshire’s Rolex watch, plus jewelry from 
several other prominent people. He had marijuana growing under the plant lights 
he took from Sara Bess. He had also taken a hunting bag from our garage and had 
it filled with food.

HIS CAPTURE:
	 I will conclude with the story of his 2 am capture. This was done by a tough 
man, and friend, who was also an upset homeowner. He was armed with his 
Browning 12 gauge Automatic Shotgun.  This was now Steven’s third time to be 
stealing food from this same freezer in 4 or so weeks. After the second burglary,  
an alarm was hooked up to the freezer door. When the remote alarm sounded in 
his bedroom, the homeowner eased to his freezer room, flashed a light on, and 
leveled the Browning shotgun at the suspect. Then he heard, “Please sir.....I am 
just a poor, hungry college student. I am stealing food just to be able to eat!”
	 The first words the poor, hungry college student heard were priceless...
	 “SHUT UP YOU SON OF A  $##%$. I AM TRYING TO DECIDE 
WHETHER TO CALL THE POLICE BEFORE OR AFTER I SHOOT YOU!!”

HIS DAY IN COURT:
	 A few months later Steven had his prison sentence handed down in the 145th 
District Court of Nacogdoches County. 
	 Presiding Judge.....the Honorable Jack Pierce, of Nacogdoches, Texas.

Sergeant Archie McKnight, 
Technical Services Detective 
with the Nacogdoches Police 
Department in 1981

Mike Kelly of the University 
Police Department in 1981

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
RECIPES WHEN YOU

PICK UP AROUND THE TOWN
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
	 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
	 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 
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Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

The Lumberyard will feature College Night every 
Thursday night with drink specials.

Open 9pm until midnight.
Latino Night every Friday night with DJ Jay and drink specials.

Doors open 9pm, Ladies FREE until 10pm.
On Saturdays doors open at 7 pm - schedule as follows:

Saturday, September 4th - David Allen Band
Saturday, September 11th - Southbound Band

Saturday, September 18th - Flatline Road Band with
special guest Sarah Hobbs

Thursday, September 23rd - Hollywood Knockouts
Saturday, September 25th - Southbound Band

Huge Dance Floor with drink specials!

Frogs Sports Bar and Eatery  will have Karaoke                      
and Big Glass Night every Wednesday night starting at 9pm. The 

third Thursday of every month we will have $1 Wells!
FROGS DAILY HOURS: Mon 4pm-Midnight;Tues-Fri 11am-Midnight; 

Sat 11am-1am; Sun 11am-Midnight. Delivery and pick up orders 
until midnight every day, and until 2am Fri & Sat night.

The LumberyardThe Lumberyard
Frogs Sports Bar and EateryFrogs Sports Bar and Eatery

&&
1507 North St. • Nacogdoches, Texas

936.205.4330 • 409.383.3600
The LumberyardFrogs
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 	 Neuropathy Treatment 
Clinics of Texas, with 
locations in Tyler and 
Addison, Texas have 
been treating patients in 
the northeast Texas area 
for almost two years, 
helping patients find relief 
from chronic peripheral 
neuropathy, with a 
non-invasive and non-
pharmaceutical solution. 
According to Mackey 

Smith, Clinic Director of the Tyler location, in this past year alone they have 
graduated more than two hundred patients from their program.
	 “Our graduates all noted greatly reduced, and in some cases, complete relief 
from their neuropathy symptoms.” Smith said.
	 According to Smith, peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to the nerves 
located outside of the brain and spinal cord, often with symptoms of burning, 
tingling, weakness and numbness, usually in the hands or feet. It is divided into 
three categories, based on the source of the neuropathy, the most common being 
diabetic neuropathy. Nerves can be damaged by high blood sugar levels.  Chemo-
Induced neuropathy can sometimes occur in patients who have been treated with 
chemotherapy. Additionally, nerves can be damaged through alcohol and drug 
use. For the type of neuropathy which there seems to be no known cause, it is 
referred to as “idiopathic neuropathy.”
	 New patients will first meet with one of the providers who will perform 
a physical exam and review their medical history. That information is used to 
evaluate the extent of their neuropathy and make a determination whether the 
patient would benefit from their program. Their program typically takes 12 
weeks. Treatments are approximately 30 minutes long and are scheduled twice 
a week for a total of 24 treatments. In cases of severe neuropathy, additional 
treatments may be required. For the program to be successful, the patient needs 
to be committed and willing to work toward graduation.
	 Smith added, “We compare our treatment program to starting the 1st grade in 
school. We are having to re-educate your nerves and that takes time. Every week 
you progress until you reach “graduation.”

The Neuropathy Treatment Clinics of Texas - 
Helping to Put a Spring Back in Your Step and
a Smile on Your Face
by Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

	 “Patients who suffer from chronic (longer than six months) peripheral 
neuropathy may be a candidate for their program,” Smith said.
	 The treatments consist of Electric Cell Signaling Treatment (EST), which is 
the use of electric signal energy waves produced by an ultra-high digital frequency 
generator. It is a non-invasive signal directed into the treatment area to “imitate, 
exhaust or block” certain functions of the nerve fibers, resulting in the reduction in 
neuropathy symptoms. This technology is not new. In fact, it was FDA approved 
in 2004, however, 
only recently 
has computer 
software advanced 
to maximize the 
delivery of energy 
waves.”
	 The most 
rewarding part 
of the job, Smith 
says, “is when 
their patients, or 
“graduates” tell 
us they are back 
doing the things 
they used to do, 
like working in their yard, walking their dog, not using canes or walkers. We 
love helping people get their life back.”
	 If you go to their web page, there are a number of testimonials from 
neuropathy sufferers who have finally found relief from symptoms they thought 
were not treatable.
	 The Neuropathy Treatment Clinics of Texas accepts Medicare and most 
private insurances. In many instances, it is not necessary to get a physician’s 
referral, unless insurance requires it for treatment.
	 You may contact the Neuropathy Treatment Clinics of Texas, located in Tyler 
at 601 Shelly Park Plaza, Tyler, Texas 75701, phone number (903)-405-4220, 
and at 16300 Addison Road, Ste 300, Addison, Texas 75001, phone number 
(972) 619-7763.  You may also find additional information on their web page at 
ntcotexas.com, as well as taking a look at their Facebook page.
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
ENT Clinic

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone 936.560.2595

Fax 936.560.5621
Now seeing loss-of-smell 

Covid patients!

✓ Science and research based
✓ Based on rehabilitation techniques
✓ Aims at increasing engagement 
     and skills
✓ We use two proprietary assessment
 tools that go beyond traditional
 methods

ID# 102964

Call or stop by for a tour today!
(936) 569-6227
5902 North St, Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Our unique and
award-winning
approach to living well
with dementia.
Inspired by Montessori
Methods, SPARK™
focuses on 
engagement, social
lifestyle and inclusion
within the community
at large!

• Fall feed
• Leaf removal

for your
best lawn!

Matt Augustine
936-554-0219
COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
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	 Last time we visited we talked about various shops, stores, businesses, and office 
locations in downtown ‘Doches in the deep depression stages of the mid- 1930s—
also took a look at some of the fine old residences on both sides of North Street 
heading from Main Street up North toward the College. All of us still here in our 
locale know what ours and similar East Texas downtowns per se are all about these 
days—still viable, often revitalized or reinvigorated due to remodeling, but different 
as to comparable uses—most small town professional offices, stores, shopping 
venues are on wider and accessible thoroughfares with the downtowns most often 
harboring entities for pedestrians, town visitors for foot traffic; or so it seems.
 	 It isn’t the same as it was “way back when” and just about all community activity 
transpired in the few blocks long and few blocks wide local venues.  Some of us 
mourn or lament the transitioning, but we must remember now so many of the larger 
towns and most cities have downtown areas that are deserted and have fallen into 
disrepair and in some instances are in dangerous or dilapidated condition. Seems to 
me that other than in big urban areas with not much room beyond the bricked up and 
built up edifices there aren’t as enthusiastic instances “close in” as once there were. 
I’m not saying such condition is good or bad, but it seems evident and ongoing in my 
admittedly tunneled view.
 	 I miss much about the downtown activities that I regularly enjoyed seemingly 
not so long ago. There didn’t need to be need of a reason to have a parade. Who 
doesn’t love a parade?  My family loved parade days because 40 or 50 of the folks 
standing 3 or 4 deep in front of our drugstore watching the bands would post-parade 
come into the drugstore and all buy cold drinks or ice cream at the soda fountain.  
While I don’t remember proverbial Easter parades or any Thanksgiving parade here, 
I certainly remember that when Santa Claus came to town he sashayed sled and 
all through downtown before landing in Toyland on the mezzanine floor of Cason 
Monk Hardware Store. Nothing made them gather on the sidewalks like a parade 
with marching bands. My father told me about Ringling Brothers coming here in the 
1920s prior to the circus performing in an area back near what is now some vacant 
land between Texas Street and Martinsville Street; there being a big parade beginning 
at the train station where the circus animals and equipment unloaded, coming up 
the West Main hill, through town, 
and then on to the grounds, 
using even some of the animals 
(elephants mainly) to push and 
carry equipment, bleachers, tents. 
They (Ringling Brothers) were 
such paragons of efficiency that 
the U.S. Army took lessons from 
them on how to effectively and 
economically as to time, effort, 
coordination expeditiously get 
from one place to another when 
equipment, troops, war materiel 
were the primary targets of 
relocation.
 	 I can remember once every 
two or three years when some 
group or gathering or association 
having to do with vintage or 
antique cars would come here and 
parade the maybe 100 examples 
of fine Model T’s, roadsters, 
woodies and other desirables 
through and around downtown prior to setting up their friendly and accommodating 
display areas at the fairgrounds or hotel parking lots.
 	 How about homecoming parades—high school or Stephen F. Austin 
Lumberjacks? I don’t recall the numbers exactly, but I’d be not far off guessing 20-25 
area high schools or organizations’ bands strutting their stuff through downtown—
not to mention the accompanying decorated floats, Shriners on mini-cycles, local 
firetrucks, convertibles carrying local constabulary “Stars,” with baton twirlers and 
drum majors included. What a time. I’m told that even “way back when” some 10,000 
folks might gather for this or that reason to be displayed via organized marches with 
bands through town. I can’t tell you how they planned it and carried it out, but they 
did so seemingly to us kids very smoothly and efficiently. Nearly always there were 
some horses to prance on the parade pavement—most often the kinds of gaited horses 
I personally enjoy, ridden mainly by my African American friends. What’s not to 
like about a streaking, striding, strolling, strutting, single-footing, exemplary equine 
participant?!
 	 Those were some of the days that we wished would never end. Other events 
have taken their place perhaps but I don’t think they’ve adequately replaced them 
by any means. Hope there are others of you out there that hold on desperately to 
the reminiscing of the better past times such as herein reflected upon. Just saying,                      
you know…

Back In Town, 
Roaming the 
Streets Again
by Craig Stripling

Western Pines RV ParkWestern Pines RV Park
5001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 759645001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 75964

• PEACEFUL QUIET LIVING • VERY SECURE 
• FAMILY ORIENTED

RV SPACES AVAILABLE/DAILY, WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES

936.645.6352936.645.6352936.645.6352936.645.6352

Next Door to DPS OfficeNext Door to DPS Office

Email: westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

FOR INFORMATION CALL

OVERNIGHT SPACES
AVAILABLE

Call For Details

RV RENTALS
Weekly and Monthly Rates

All Utilities Paid
CALL FOR DETAILS

FREEWIFICHECK US

OUT
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Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

Hunter Perry
ofc.936.275.3421
fax 936.275.2194

buntp@sbcglobal.net

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

SEPTEMBER 25-26 , 2021 

GUN &
KNIFE SHOW

G & S Promotions
918-659-2201 • www.gandsgunshows.com

$1 OFF
ADMISSION

WITH THIS AD

Large Selection of
New & Used Rifles,

Shotguns & Handguns

NACOGDOCHES, TX NACOGDOCHES, TX 
Expo CenterExpo Center

3805 NW Stallings Drive3805 NW Stallings Drive
Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 9am-4pmSat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 9am-4pm

$8 Admission$8 Admission

Buy
Sell

Trade

• GUNS

• KNIVES

• AMMO

• ACCESSORIES

$2 OFF ADMISSION
for Active Duty & Retired 

Military w/ID

September 25-26

ANNUAL CATFISH 
COOKOUT

September 17, 2021
(Catered by Catfish Express and Entertainment provided by 

The Crime Stoppers Band.)
Downtown on the Square

5 pm - 7 pm
Drive-thru available

Our programs’ success is due to people like you who are 
conncerned about the quality of life in East Texas. Our job is to help 
promote different ways the public can report information on crimes 
in our area to local law enforcement and remain anonymous. Tips 

may be reported via the web, P3 app or by calling 560-INFO (4636).
All tips are confidential and you never have to give your name.

Nacogdoches Crime Stoppers is on the web at 
www.ncstips.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/naccrimestoppers.

Please like us on Facebook and keep up with the crimes of the 
week, and watch for different announcements like our upcoming 

annual fundraiser.

Tickets are $15.00 and may be purchased from any 
board member listed below.

2021 Board Members
Jason Malott – Chairman / Nacogdoches CAD

Danny Mounger – Vice Chairman / Laird Funeral Home
Grace Windom – Secretary / Nacogdoches CAD

Carol Bostian – Treasurer / CBTx
Kim Anderson – Retired

Cory Beasley – Citizens 1st Bank
Charmayne Dickhaut – Retired 

Carolyn Blankenship –  Nacogdoches CAD
Jeremy Reynolds – Advantage Plus Homecare

Mike Keller – Retired
Linda Fancher – Retired

Brett Ayers – Coordinator / Nacogdoches Police Dept.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

Saints Rest Cemetery 
Homecoming

CANCELLED
Saints Rest Cemetery Asso. Homecoming that was to be held Sunday, 
Oct 3rd, has been CANCELLED DUE TO THE SURGE OF THE 
DELTA VARIANT OF CORONA VIRUS.

Maintenavce and upkeep is still required on our cemetery during 
these difficult times. For those who would like to make donations to-
wards this, please make checks payable to Saints Rest Cemetery 
Asso, c/o Debra Hicks, Sec/Treasurer, 4836 CR 256, Nacogdoches, 
TX 75965.

Should you have any questions, please call Jo Ann Carter, President, 
@ 936-569-8487.

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
AROUND THE TOWN
The First of Every Month!

Third Annual
Old Texaco
Car Show

November 6, 2021 • 8 am till 4 pm
Open to Any Car and Truck

2331 North Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, Texas

936.234.0454 or 936.554.0905
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Mr. Plastic 
Fantastic
“Stupid people spend their money as fast 
as they get it.” Proverbs 21:20b (GN)

   	   
	   	    We are used to seeing warning labels. 

There are warning labels that will alert 
you to inhaling fumes at the gas station, 
opening hot radiators, drinking diet soft 
drinks, smoking cigarettes, wearing 
seatbelts, and even letting small children 
play with plastic bags that cover the 
clothes that come from the dry cleaners. 

These warnings are all designed to make us aware of potential dangers that could 
bring us great harm.
	 But when was the last time you saw a warning label on a dollar bill, or a stock 
certificate, or a bank deposit, or on a credit card? Imagine receiving in the mail a 
letter that says, “Congratulations, you have been selected to become a slave. Just 
fill out the enclosed card and return it in the pre-paid envelope and your slavery 
will begin on the 15th of next month.” That’s what is written in invisible ink in 
all of those credit card offers that come in the mail.
	 Walter Cavanagh of Santa Clara, California, would agree. He has great credit. 
So great, in fact, that it takes a wallet nearly as long as a football field to carry his 
credit cards. He owns 1,497 valid credit cards with a potential credit line of about 
$1.7 million. He has a place in the Guinness Book of World Records which gives 
him his nickname: “Mr. Plastic Fantastic.” He also holds the title for the world’s 
largest wallet, a thirty-eight pound monster that is 250 feet long and can hold 800 
cards. Most of his collection is kept in bank safety deposit boxes, however.
	 Here are seven signs that you need help with your debt:
		  1. Your credit card balances are rising while your income is decreasing.
		  2. You are only paying the minimum amounts required (or less).
		  3. You constantly charge more each month than you make in payments.
		  4. You don’t know how much you owe and really don’t want to find out.
		  5. You have received phone calls or letters about delinquent bill payments.
	 Have you or someone you know ever said, “I don’t know where all my money 
goes!”? Proverbs 27:23 (LB) reads, “Riches can disappear fast…so watch your 
business interests closely. Know the state of your flocks…”
	 God has chosen money as the acid test of our faith and our faithfulness. Why? 
Maybe it’s because we spend all our lives around money – trying to get it, make 
it, save it, spend it, invest it, and use it. Many of our problems revolve around the 
misuse of our money, and so many of our heartaches come from overextension of debt.
	 Which one of these principles do you need to work on? Do you . . .
		  1. Live by a budget?
		  2. Save for the future?
		  3. Put God first in your finances?
		  4. Keep good records?
		  5. Avoid debt?
		  6. Don’t expect money to make you happy?
	 Are you willing to work on all of these commitments today?
	 The Bible carries a great deal of warnings about money. “Don’t wear yourself 
out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit” (Proverbs 23:4, 
NLT). “Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to 
think that wealth brings true happiness! The more you have, the more people 
come to help you spend it. So what good is wealth except perhaps to watch it slip 
through your fingers?” (Ecclesiastes 5:10-11, NLT).

A LITTLE HUMOR: A young couple had been married for about a year. They 
were struggling financially and decided to do something about it. They would 
develop a strategy. They sat down one day to talk about their finances, and the 
wife said to her husband, “If we miss two payments on the refrigerator and one 
payment on the washing machine, we’ll have enough money to make a down 
payment on a new television set.”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed

PERRY PROPANE
6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Drive) 936.564.8448

We service residential, farms and industries. Bottles filled 
and tanks leased and sold. Large selection of  Lodge Cast Iron 
Cookware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and shrimp cookers.

CAMP  TONKAWa  4675 CR 153 - 936.564.8888
RV & tent camping • swimming and bath houses 

• picnic tables • washers & dryers for campers’ use 

2502 NW Stallings Drive - 936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden equipment sales and service since 
1958. Largest selection of Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

BUY HERE - SERVICED HERE!



Page 14     September 2021

Nacogdoches Mayor Jimmy Mize awarded Civil Air Patrol cadet Brannon Thompson 
his Second Lieutenant bars and the Billy Mitchell award at a ceremony at CAP 
headquarters.  Lt. Thompson’s parents Greg and Michelle are also pictured.

CAP News
by Capt Richard Block, Public Affairs Officer
CAP Nacogdoches Squadron 

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550
mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

Read Around the Town 
on the web 

at www.AroundTheTown.us

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 
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Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

   	 Melody has been a school crossing guard for 29 years and she has a confession 
to make. Drivers have been doing it all wrong.
	 She loves her job and she is good at it. She has made sure students have 
crossed safely through a busy intersection for many years. In fact, there is no way 
to know how many children Melody has kept safe to and from school.
	 But she wants us to know something that many of us don’t. Drivers can be 
issued a ticket for not following the directions of a school crossing guard. Not 
only do children and parents need to know they should always cross the street at a 
school crossing, a marked crosswalk or cross with a crossing guard, but motorists 
should also know the law regarding school crossings.
	 With thousands of children returning to class in East Texas this week, TxDOT 
reminds you to stay alert near school zones and buses. We also want to make you 
aware of the law at school crossings.
	 According to the Texas Transportation Code, Section 542.501:
A person may not willfully fail or refuse to comply with a lawful order or direction of:
(1)  a police officer;  
(2)  a school crossing guard who:
 	 (A)  is performing crossing guard duties in a school crosswalk to stop and 
yield to a pedestrian;  or
      	(B)  has been trained under  Section 600.004  and is directing traffic in a 
school crossing zone.
	 Most drivers don’t like slowing down when they enter a school zone or 
having to wait at a school crossing, but Melody and other crossing guards are 
trained to help keep students safe even though many drivers feel inconvenienced 
when required to stop.
	 Crossing guards have pretty much seen it all. From fights at crosswalks to 
parents being rude to even teachers not obeying the law. But Melody says her 
biggest challenges are not the students who can be unruly, overly energetic, or 
mouthy. It’s the motorists who don’t want to obey the law.
	 “As soon as they see me turn to go back to the sidewalk, they start driving 
behind me before we ever get off the road,” she said. “Legally, they are supposed 
to wait until we are completely off the road before they start driving.”
	 She wants us to be aware of the problem because of all the things that could 
happen, the thought of a child being hurt on a road she is crossing would be her 
worst nightmare. And as a parent, that thought is also scary for you.
	 There are some rules that TxDOT shouldn’t have to remind drivers of, but as 
school bells ring for a new year, some of us need to hear them again.
	 •	 Stay alert.
	 •	 Watch for children who might run between vehicles.
	 •	 Be mindful of children at bus stops.
	 •	 Put away your cellphone.
	 •	 Slow down.
	 •	 Obey school zone speed limit signs and all traffic rules.
	 •	 Drive safely around school buses.
	 •	 Drop off and pick up children in designated areas.
	 •	 Obey all school crossing guards and remain stopped until they have 	
		  exited the roadway.
	 Of course, drivers have another incentive for obeying the law and these rules. 
It gets expensive when you don’t. Whether you are speeding, talking on your 
phone, or not remaining stopped at school crossings, the fine can be up to $200 
per violation.
	 Not to mention the life of a child is priceless and getting in a hurry or being 
an impatient driver is not acceptable near buses, school crossings or school zones. 
Children are less cautious and more vulnerable than adults. Melody already 
knows that.
	 And now you know her career confessions – that keeping your child safe is 
her number one goal each day. But when we as drivers make that hard for her 
to do, law enforcement will show you no mercy, and neither will she. Obey the 
school crossing guards. Because the life of a child is worth it.

Confessions 
of a School 
Crossing Guard

Jane Blount, Agent

(214) 250-4119
Scott Foster, Broker

(936) 591-2339

Residential • Commercial • Farms • Land

Center, TexasCenter, Texas

A HouseSOLD Word!
mathewsrealty.com

NEW LISTING! 12 House Broiler Farm located in San Augustine, Texas cur-
rently under contract with Pilgrims, Nacogdoches Complex. This farm raises 
the 9 week bird with an average of 4.5 flocks per year. This farm consists of 
6-40x400 ft. houses built in 2000 with a capacity of 14,500 birds per house 
and 6-43x500 ft. houses, 4 built in 2005, 2 built in 2008. These houses have 
a capacity of 20,500 birds. This farm has 8 water wells, several outbuildings 
and sits on 152 acres. $3,350,000.00 PF21403. Call Scott at Mathews Realty 
936-598-7800.

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

YOUR FULL COLOR 3” X 5” AD HERE

ONLY $75.00 FOR ONE MONTH

SAVE $15/mo ON 12-MONTH CONTRACT

ONLY $60.00 PER MONTH
(AD CHANGES PERMISSABLE EACH MONTH AT NO CHARGE)

10,000 FREE copies distributed in 200+ locations on the 1st of 
each month in the following counties: 

Nacogdoches-Angelina-San Augustine-Shelby 
FREE inclusion in online version of the paper!

CONTACT DAVID STALLINGS
936-554-5822

aroundthetown@mail.com
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TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364

Open 4 days each week
Business Hours

Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

Thursday Special
• $1.00 Tacos or

Buy 5 Tacos for $5.00 
and get a FREE small 

Agua Fresca!

Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

Executive Vice President,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

Painting the Town Purple and business excellence awardees 
recognized this month
	 Groups of chamber of commerce volunteers and Stephen F. Austin State 
University representatives will venture into local businesses in an annual blitz 
that will paint Nacogdoches purple!
	 The Paint the Town Purple Blitz is Sept. 15 and begins with a kick off 
breakfast at the Nacogdoches County Chamber sponsored by NEDCO. The 
campaign encourages more businesses to show SFA spirit purple, fly SFA flags, 
display athletics posters and swag and offer deals and discounts to SFA faculty, 
students and their families.
	 If you are a local business owner or manager, or if you are a resident who 
would like to show SFA colors at your home, please call 936-560-5533 for more 
information.

Chamber honors business excellence awardees, inducts board of 
directors at 99th Annual Meeting & Banquet
	 Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce board of directors invites all to 
attend the organization’s annual meeting and membership banquet on Sept. 28 at 
The Fredonia Hotel and Convention Center. Members of the 2021-2022 Board 
of Directors will be inducted and award recipients for the Gary Justice Business 
Excellence Awards, the Citizen of the Year and the Non Profit of the Year will be 
recognized. This is the premier business community gathering of the year!
	 The current award recipients are:
	 · 	Nacogdoches Floral Company, Small Business of the Year - award 	
		  sponsored by Commercial Bank of Texas, N.A.
	 · 	Manpower Group, Medium Business of the Year - award sponsored 	
		  by Regions Bank.

	 · 	Eaton Cooper Power Systems, Inc., Large Business of the Year - 	
		  award sponsored by R&K Distributors, Inc.

	 · 	Alton Frailey, Citizen of the Year - award sponsored by Tipton Ford 	
		  Lincoln.

	 · 	Love In The Name of Christ, Non Profit of the Year - award 	
		  sponsored by Charles Pool Real Estate, Inc.

 	 The Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce is also awarding Judge 
Mike Perry posthumously with a Lifetime Achievement award.
	 Tickets and sponsorships are available, but space is limited. Please contact 
the Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce, 936-560-5533, or go to www.
Nacogdoches.org for more information.

Please join these Ribbon Cutting celebrations:

	 •	 Rapid Payday & Title Loans, 10 a.m., Friday, Sept. 10 at 3732 North 	
		  St. Celebrating chamber membership and a radio remote broadcast will 	
		  begin at 11 a.m. with prize wheel and cash vault!

	 •	 Buchanan Wealth Management, 11:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 1323 	
		  N. University Dr. Celebrating the grand opening of a new business!

	 •	 Barber Kyngs, 1:15 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 16 at 2311 North St. Celebrating
		  the grand opening of a new business!

	 •	 Copy Center Nac, 4:30 p.m., Monday, Sept. 20 at 113 Mitchell St. 	
		  Celebrating the grand opening of a new business and facility renovation!

September Events 
at the Chamber

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com
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936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

936-569-9880

1090 County Road 231 • Nacogdoches, TX 75961
1-6 Monday-Saturday and 1-5 Sunday

 •  Retail sporting goods store
 •  Indoor & outdoor shooting ranges,  
  including skeet and trap
 •  Silencer shop kiosk       

License To Carry and other 
instruction available.

www.mraag.com

Come see us!

My Earliest 
Impressions of Texas
by Tweed Scott

	 You ask me how I got to Texas? Unlike many folks who’ll say, “I wasn’t born 
in Texas, but I got here as quick as I could,” I can say, “I got here as quick as I 
got sent.” I grew up in New Hampshire. Hey, before anyone yells, “Get a rope,” 
let me ask you a question. Did you get to choose where you were born? Nah, I  
didn’t think so.
	 None of us get to choose where we were born. Mom made that decision 
for you. You may not get to pick where you are born but you are danged sure 
able to choose where you live. I humbly 
tell you dear reader, I am HOME. I joined 
the Navy during the Vietnam Era to see 
the world and within six months, I found 
myself living a couple of miles outside 
of beautiful downtown Kingsville some 
40 miles south of Corpus Christi. I admit 
to wondering who I ticked off to get sent 
to this place. I quickly determined that if 
it walked, crawled, or slithered, it would 
hurt you—even the plants could draw 
blood. For me it was a complete culture 
shock.
  	 It took me a couple of weeks to draw 
up the courage to go into town and rub 
elbows with the “locals.” It wasn’t long 
before I had an epiphany of sorts. I really 
liked these people…these Texans. They were a warm and welcoming people. I 
remember not saying much, but just observing and listening. I came to love these 
people. They taught me about exotic foods like, chicken fried steak, tacos and 
Whataburger. I also figured out that if you wanted to get something done, just tell 
a Texan that it can’t happen and then—get the heck out of the way because some 
action is about to take place. Granted, it might not be particularly well thought 
out at the moment—particularly if there is alcohol involved, but some action will 
be taken. 
   	 I love Texans. One of the things I learned while researching my book, Texas 
in Her Own Words was that Texans are HOW thinkers, not IF thinkers. If never 
enters into the equation. For me there was one other important factor. A couple 
of years after I was stationed in Texas, I met and fell deeply in love with a native 
Texan. Let me tell you. You marry a native Texan and your life is OVER! You are 
not going anywhere. You only have two options. Acclimate or die. As I recall, I 
only had input on one major decision after that and that was, “OK dear. Where do 
you want to pour the slab for the house?” Yeah, that was it. 
   	 That was over 50 years ago. I love Texas and I love Texans. I apparently was 
supposed to have been born here but Mom never read the memo. I did find Texas, 
and this is where I will finish out my life. I love this place and her people. Texas 
is a welcoming place. One last thing about Texas. You can be a Texan in a short 
time, but all you have to do is when you come here, just assimilate. Come be 
one of us and not apart from us. Please do not try to change us into the place you 
came from. If the place you came from was that great what are you doing here? 
Again, embrace your opportunity.  Just come be one of us. Texas is what it is on 
purpose. It didn’t just happen. For me, the two most important things that drive 
me to move forward are “God & Texas!” Great talking to you, neighbor.
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

FOOTBALL TIME
IN TEXAS
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

Too Busy 
Loving
	 It was customary when briefing a military audience to give the BLUF—
Bottom Line Up Front. Since the target audience of The Refuge devotionals 
are soldiers in the Lord’s army, here’s the BLUF: Christians do not have much 
time in this life to love, to love Christ and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Our earthly existence is short. Tomorrow is not promised to us. We cannot save 
love for tomorrow. This begs the question, “How are we practicing loving others 

today?”  Are our lives mostly consumed with living or with loving?  
	 In the military there are consequences when commands and orders of 
superiors are disobeyed. Disobedience carried second and third order effects that 
were not immediately foreseen. Christ is our Supreme Commander. By His Spirit 
He commands us, “Follow God’s example in everything you do, because you are 
his dear children. Live a life filled with love for others, following the example 
of Christ, who loved you and gave himself as a sacrifice to take away your sins” 
(Eph 5:1, 2 NLT).  
	 Let us not take lightly the consequences of disobeying our Lord’s command.  
To love is a willful choice. By fully embracing our new identity in Christ, we 
can make the choice each day to love. This pilgrim’s journey is not about the 
Christian. It is no longer we who live but Christ lives in us. Everything is about 
Christ. The eternal consequences of our obedience or disobedience to love, 
matters. 
	 The most loving thing a born-again Christian can do is speak biblical truth 
and love by that same truth. People need to see in Christians what we say to them.  
We must choose to live a life filled with love for others. What does this Spirit-
produced love look like (Gal 5:22)? The apostle Paul answers in his letter to the 
Corinthians. We find these God-breathed words written in 1 Cor 13:4-7 (NLT), 
“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love 
does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
when it has been wronged. It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever 
the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance.”  
	 Our identity as children of God should shout, “I’m too busy loving you to 
hate you”; “I’m too busy loving you to withhold forgiveness from you”; “I’m 
too busy loving you to do evil against you”; I’m too busy loving you to not meet 
your needs; “I’m too busy loving you to judge you by outward appearances.” I’m 
too busy loving you to withhold the gospel of Jesus Christ from you—the Good 
News of a Savior who died to save sinners. 

Shirley Creek Marina
Campgrounds & RV Park

23177 FM 226 - Etoile,TX  75944 - 936.854.2233 - Sam Rayburn Lake

Beautiful Sunsets over the lake. 
Swimming Area and Large RV Park!

Beautiful Piney Woods in any season!
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	 On Thursday, September 23rd over 100 motorcycle enthusiasts on 90-year-
old bikes will stop in Nacogdoches for an overnight stay.
	 The motorcyclists are a part of the “Motorcycle Cannonball,” a 4,300-mile 
endurance run from Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan to South Padre Island, Texas. 
They’ve chosen Nacogdoches, TX as stop #13 on their route.
	 The Motorcycle Cannonball is on its 6th run that happens every two years. 
All participants will be on pre-1930 antique motorcycles. After five successful 
events, the Cannonball has become an American institution: bringing in riders 
and collectors from all over the world. Most of the route will be on two-lane back 
roads with less than 100 miles on interstate highways. An ambitious ride to say 
the least, averaging around 300 miles per day, this will be a true endurance run.
	 Nacogdoches is thrilled to have been chosen as a stop for this large feat. All 
are welcome to come Downtown that Thursday to meet the motorcyclists, their 
crew and view the incredible bikes they’ll be riding in on. Motorcycles will be 
parked around the Downtown square. Participants will enjoy dinner, sight-seeing, 
and shopping from 3-6:30pm. Visitors are encouraged to enjoy local happenings 
like Trivia at Fredonia Brewery and live jazz music at The Cottage Wine Bar. 
Of course, the fun doesn’t stop there, stay the whole weekend to get the full 
Nacogdoches experience!
	 There are plenty more fun events happening in Nacogdoches in September 
and beyond! Check out our “What’s Happening” poster included in this paper. 
Weekly versions are posted on the Visit Nacogdoches Facebook page. Events can 
always be found at VisitNacogdoches.org
	 Save the Date for our 3rd Full Moon Concert on Friday, October 22nd 
featuring 60’s Tribute Band: THE FAB 5! Tickets are available online now and 
will be available at the Charles Bright Visitors Center in September. 

Motorcycle 
Cannonball in 
Nacogdoches 

Ashley Morgan
CVB Creative Content Director 

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

2423 North Street •  Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

SINCE 1989

For All your Jewelry needs, 
including Thin Blue Line 

Watches by CITIZEN

Will finish to suit tenant.

NACOGDOCHES
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Center
936-598-3341
Center
936-598-3341

Garrison
936-347-2260
Garrison
936-347-2260

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town
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KNIGHTS 
OF 

COLUMBUS
Council 7553

2021 Rifle Raffle
Home Defense Combo

Drawing to be held December 14, 2021
(Must be able to pass Background Check. 

Need not be present to win.)
G-Force Arms Tactical Defense
Shotgun; 12 GA Pump w/Pistol 
Grip; 20” Barrel; Matte Black

Smith & Wesson Pistol; 9mm Luger; 
EZ Slide Back; Green Laser w/Light

Tickets $5 each or 
5 for $20.
Purchase from any 
Knights of Columbus 
member.

Gun Case w/ammo included.Gun Case w/ammo included.

1 winner 

gets 

BOTH guns!

Look for our booth at the 
Sassafras Festival, Texas Forest 
Festival, Christmas in Crockett 
Festival, Christmas in the Pines 
Festival and others.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

When you list with me, I give you my full service.  I will 
help you clean, organize and stage the inside and imme-
diate outside area of your home. At no extra cost to you.

Call – Text – or leave Voicemail

Martha Rogers
Realtor
936-552-6222
martharogers@cbblueberry.com

Day Care & Overnight Care
for dogs, cats, puppies and kittens

Day Care • Overnight Accommodations • Indoor & Outdoor Runs
Grooming • Baths & Brushouts •Nail Trimming • Meals & Treats

Family Owned & Operated
Limited spots available for dog training

Martin Kennel & Grooming
512 CR 217 | Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-3643 | www.martinkennel.com | stay@martinkennel.com

Make Every Day
Pawesome

936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

Call us today to schedule your
Back to School Exam 
Contact Lenses, Eye Exam, Eye Glasses, General Eye Care, 

Optometrists, Promotions
20% Off

Cash Patients! Blue Light Blocking Glasses for Kids
(No Prescription)
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Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Alexander Timber
Your trees are our business!

TIMBER MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING

FULLY INSURED
MEMBER OF TEXAS
LOGGING COUNCIL

David Alexander
Forester

205 CR 9892
Cushing, TX 75760

alexandertimber14@yahoo.com
Office 936.326.8822
Mobile 903.810.3008

BUYING SMALL OR 
LARGE TRACTS

PINE OR HARDWOOD

	 On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland in what has come to be 
known as the September Campaign to begin World War II. In Lufkin, twelve 
days later—on September 13th—my mother, Kathleen Dixon was besieged on 
two fronts—one by childbirth and the other by the delivering doctor, but she 
prevailed over both of them.
 	 Our story takes place at 613 Finley Street behind Sherwin-Williams in 
Lufkin, and this story was conveyed directly to me from her. (Mother agreed 
wholeheartedly with the approach Sargeant Friday subscribed to on Dragnet:  
“Just the facts Ma’am.”  (She didn’t embellish them.)
     The scene was in the front bedroom of their two bedroom house, where Dr. 
Childers was answering a house call. What my mother did to elicit his remarks I 
will never know, but while Mother was in labor, he said to her:  “Oh, you women 
don’t know how to have babies!” Now I don’t know about you, but I am amazed 
a man would ever make a comment like that to a woman, much less to one under 
the duress of labor. (Especially since she was giving birth to her second child!)  
Maybe he was having a bad day, or maybe he didn’t want to be there that day for 
a house call. Maybe he cut classes when they lectured on good bedside manner.  
Or maybe he failed the quiz, or maybe he was just an insensitive male. All I know 
is he ruffled my mother’s feathers, and she shot back with:  “Well what do you 
know about it?”
     That day Mother successfully gave birth to one of my older brothers: Ardie 
Dell Dixon, a 10 pound baby boy, named for the two brothers of Josie Blanche 
Poskey Dixon.  
     And we remember all of this today to say:  Happy Birthday Ardie!

Happy Birthday, 
Ardie Dixon!
by Hershel Dixon

	 Born in Lufkin, Texas to Hershel and Kathleen 
(Hinson) Dixon, Dickie Dixon is a sixth generation 
with very strong roots in other parts of East Texas, 
too.  On his father’s side, his ancestors, the Fenleys, 
arrived in what is now Angelina County, and he died 
about a year later in what is called the Cordova 
Rebellion, an event whereby Dickie’s great-great-
great grandmother gained an interest in the Old Stone 
Fort (or House). None of his family lines arrived in 
Angelina County later than the 1880s, and one of 
them, Stanislaw John Pauszek (later anglicized to 
Poskey) was a Polish immigrant.
     	 Later in life, he studied history at SFASU, serv-
ing as a graduate assistant and grader to Dr. Archie 
P. McDonald, and he has spoken a few times at the    
historical organization over which McDonald was in charge.  In 2016, Carolyn Erick-
son gave him permission to assume the editorship of her column, which he has sent on 
a weekly basis to a number of newspapers.
     	 Being very curious, he is interested in all types of history, and I hope I can whet 
your appetite for history in the future.

A Little Bit of History... 

SHOP LOCAL

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Husband and  Wife Owned

4515 North Street, Ste. 1 (by Thumpers)
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965 •  936-205-5910

September September 
Special:Special:

Any size comforter, dry 
clean or wash, $15 + tax.
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Angela’s 
Monthly Recipe

Chicken Pot Pie

Angela Bradford is the former 
owner/operator of Appleby Sand 
Mercantile Café in Nacogdoches.

Recipe courtesy of Angela Bradford’s Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe’ 
Cookbook.  You may purchase the book by contacting her at 936.559.5151

“Thank you David D. 
Stallings, for supporting 
and promoting our local 
businesses. We love the 
Around the Town paper!” 
Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
Texas First Health 
Insurance

COURTWAY CONSTRUCTIONCOURTWAY CONSTRUCTIONSERVICESSERVICES

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 

DECKS, COVERED PORCHES, FENCES
MOWING, DRIVEWAYS

936.200.9254936.200.9254

4Tbsp butter	 1 can cream of chicken soup
2 boneless skinless chicken breasts,	 1 can cream of mushroom soup
		 cut into small bite-size pieces	 1 can mixed vegetables (drained)
1/4 tsp salt	 2 (1 top and 1 bottom) unbaked
	1/2 tsp garlic powder	       9 inch deep dish pie crusts
1/4 tsp ground black pepper
		
		 Make sure there is an oven rack on the bottom rack of the oven. 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Add the butter to a large skillet over 
medium heat. Once the butter is melted, add the chicken, salt, garlic 
powder and pepper. Cook for 8-10 minutes, until the chicken is cooked 
through, stirring often. Add cream of mushroom and cream od chicken 
soup. Stir well, until combined. Stir in the drained mixed vegetables. 
Cook until bubbling, stirring often, 3-4 minutes. Remove from the heat 
and let cool for 10 minutes. Spoon the filling into the pie crust. Top with 
the second pie crust. Seal the edges of the pie crust together. Cut 3-4 slits 
in the top crust to allow steam to escape. Place the filled pie plate on a 
baking sheet. Bake for 30 minutes on the bottom rack of the oven. Cool 
for 15-20 minutes before slicing and serving. The longer the pot pie can 
cool before slicing, the thiscker/less runny the filling will be.

HOPKINS HOPKINS 
WRECKERWRECKER

24-HOUR SERVICE24-HOUR SERVICE

Nacogdoches
936.564.7722   
Timpson  •  Center

    936.254.9797     936.598.9511
hopkinswrecker.com

Tree Care

Free 
Estimates

Boaz Kelley - Owner/Arborist

936-234-1306
ArtfulArboristCo@gmail.com

www.ArtfulArboristCo.com
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Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
	 The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Riders 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 
per horse.  Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN SEPTEMBER 2021…
6th - LABOR DAY HOLIDAY…COUNTY OFFICES CLOSED

9th - 13th  - NORTH AMERICAN DIVING DOGS proudly presents: North 
America Diving Dogs South Central Regional Competition.  Witness 100’s of high 
flying diving dogs compete for a chance to qualify for our National Championships this 
coming October. For more information, please visit: www.northamericadivingdogs.
com

18th - PINEYWOODS FAIR PREMIUM SALE $10K STEAK DINNER
Doors open at 5:30PM. Support our youth while enjoying a delicious ribeye dinner 
for two! A cash bar is available. There will be random drawings for CASH PRIZES 
and live and silent auctions. The last ticket drawn will win the $10K cash prize! 
Tickets are $100.00 per couple (includes dinner for two) and are available from your 
local Agricultural Science teachers. 

25th - 26th - G&S GUN SHOW
9:00 am – 5:00 pm on Saturday and 9:00 am-4:00 pm on Sunday. Admission is $8.00 
per person, come Saturday and your admission is good for both days. Please contact 
Ms. Stephanie for Vendor Booth inquiries at 918-635-5432.

24th - 26th – REGION V HIGH SCHOOL RODEO 
Admission and Free Parking. Concessions available.
Saturday: Starting at 10:00 am, Sunday: Starting at 9:00 am. Events includes 
Bareback, Saddle Bronc, Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Pole Bending, Team Roping, 
Breakaway Calf Roping, Steer Wrestling and Goat Tying.

October 13-17, 2021 – PINEYWOODS FAIR – YOUTH AMBASSADOR’S 
NEEDED.
Looking for volunteer hours for your college application? Sign up for the 2021 
Pineywoods Fair Youth Ambassador Program. As a Youth Ambassador - you will
receive a free T-Shirt, Entrance to the Pineywoods Fair, and volunteer hours certificate 
for all of your hard work.  Come join in the fun of helping put on the 2021 Pineywoods 
Fair. Call the Nacogdoches Expo & Civic Center at 936-564-0849 or email us at 
nacexpo@co.nacogdoches.tx.us for more information. 

PINEYWOODS FAIR VENDOR BOOTHS STILL AVAILABLE - Come see us at
the Expo for more information on reserving a vendor booth at the 2021 Pineywoods Fair.

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

Now 
   Open

Step back 
in time.
A true antiquing 
experience.

   A Unique Shopping Experience

422 North St
Nacogdoches

Tue.-Sat. 10-6; Sun 1-6
Closed Mondays

936-205-3272

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches
Tue.-Sat. 10-5;

Closed Sun. & Mon.
936-205-3121

Join us on Facebook !
Facebook.com/nacogdochesdecades

Downtown

Vendor Mall

DISCOUNT DAYS
10% OFF EVERY TUESDAY

for Seniors 55 & older
10% OFF EVERY DAY
for Veterans & SFA Students

(students must have valid ID*)

 Rock Shop Coming Soon!
Crystals - Stones - Interactive Activities

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
RECIPES WHEN YOU

PICK UP AROUND THE TOWN
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San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce
611 W. Columbia St. • San Augustine, TX 75972
936-275-3610 • www.sanaugustinetx.com

Brandi Emanis
Executive Director

	Hello Again from 
San Augustine County!
		

		 Well guys it is that time again. Rodeo time!!
		 Yes, I know the San Augustine County Rodeo was supposed to happen back 
in May, but, we just got too much rain and it would not have been a good thing 
to have all of the cowboys and spectators stuck out in the fairgrounds. Instead of 
a rodeo, it would have been a mud bog. Hmm, that may be a good idea for a new 
event here in San Augustine County!
		 The San Augustine County Rodeo is now set for September the 16th through 
the 18th and it is going to be great! The Rodeo is FREE! Yes, I said Free! There 
will be fun for the whole family and some great experiences for the kiddos to 
enjoy such as Mutton Bustin and a calf scramble. These events are really fun to 
watch. There will also be plenty of Bareback, Saddle Bronc, bulls, steer wrestling, 
and a lot more.
		 This year we also have a sanctioned BBQ Cook-Off by the Lone Star 
Barbecue Society.  The BBQ Cook-Off will be held at the fairgrounds and cookers 
will start setting up on Friday, September 17th and judging will start at 10:30 AM 
on Saturday, September 18th.  The Overall Grand Champion will receive $1000!  
There will also be first, second, and third place cash prizes for chicken, brisket, 
and ribs and a $50 bean jackpot!  So if you like to BBQ and you think you have 
what it takes, just call the San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce and get 
signed up to be in our Pro Rodeo BBQ Cook-Off! 936-275-3610.
		 If you have any other questions about this or any other San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce event please call 936-275-3610.
		 Next up after the Rodeo will be our 31st annual Sassafras Festival! The 
Sassafras Festival will be held on October 23rd  this year, it is always the 4th 
Saturday in October. This is an exciting event for San Augustine County. We 
have lots and lots of vendors of every kind, from turkey legs, honey straws, 
jewelry, arts and crafts, and everything in between! There will be lots for the kids 
of every age to do as well. We will have barrel train rides and bungee rides and 
much more. There is also a sanctioned BBQ Cook-Off at this event as well!  This 
event is a must! It is free admission to the Sassafras Festival. If you are interested 
in becoming a vendor or a BBQ competitor please call me, Brandi, at 936-275-
3610 to get an application.

  don@donwelchconstruction.com

M: 936.552.9202
O: 936.553.2949

Custom Homes &
Light Commercial

J&S
Small Engine Repair

ATV • UTV • 4-WheelersATV • UTV • 4-Wheelers
Dirt Bikes • Lawn MowersDirt Bikes • Lawn Mowers
936-645-5636 • 936-645-5292
12769 State Highway 7 W / Nacogdoches, TX 75964
10% Discount for Military/Veterans and Seniors • 5% Discount if you mention this Ad!

OPEN & Ready to Serve You!

FARM

ROAD

698

RV PARKRV PARK
936-554-1578

OPEN NOW!
1721 FM 698 - Nacogdoches County

1.4 miles west on FM 698 off Hwy 259N, Turn west just south of Central Heights School
698rvpark@gmail.com
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

YOUR FULL COLOR
QUARTER PAGE

(4.9” X 6.25”) AD HERE
ONLY $175.00 
FOR ONE MONTH
SAVE $25/mo 

ON 12-MONTH CONTRACT

ONLY $150.00 
PER MONTH

(AD CHANGES PERMISSABLE EACH MONTH AT NO CHARGE)

10,000 FREE copies distributed in 200+ locations on 
the 1st of each month in the following counties:

Nacogdoches-Angelina-San Augustine-Shelby
FREE inclusion in online version of the paper!

CONTACT DAVID STALLINGS

936-554-5822
aroundthetown@mail.com 

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

	 Jason Harrison was what he calls “a snowbird from Pennsylvania,” but he 
says he got here as quick as he could. He is a man of convictions and is not afraid 
to say so. And at the age of 77, he still isn’t slowing down.
	 Jason originally worked for the water departments in Bullard, Jacksonville, 
Lufkin, and Nacogdoches. Once he retired, he needed something to do that best 
met his needs. He was very active in politics, taking a side that wasn’t met with 
popularity, but he stood his ground.
	 “I was selling Trump hats and 
banners. After the election I was 
looking for something else to do 
that would allow me to continue to 
meet the good people of the world,” 
Jason said.
	 As a huge supporter of police-
men everywhere, he came up with 
an idea that could show his respect 
to law officers.
	 “It was not hard to see how dis-
respectfully the police were being
treated. So why not speak up further?”
Jason shared.
	 To do this, Jason came up with the idea of one of his favorite movies, and 
adapted it to his own style.
	 “I love the Blues Brothers. Humor brings out joy. I loved their movie and I 
try to bring out humor in what I do. I honestly am on a mission for God (not from 
God). I want to be a person that speaks from the heart and not a pocketbook or 
wallet.”
	 And so, Jason Harrison is the “older” guy, dressed in a dark coat, sun glasses 
and a hat, looking like a Blues Brother right out of the movie. You may have seen 

him walking down the main streets 
of Nacogdoches, carrying his “Blue 
Line” products. He said he loves his 
country, and loves to bring a smile 
to people, especially the police of-
ficers.

	 “I love to show the police that there 
are more people that respect them 
than those who are lost and con-
fused,” Jason said. He is deeply 
committed to praying for the police 
officers, men and women, and their 
families.

	 Jason shared, “I can not imagine how it is for them as each day their husband, 
wife, son, father, or daughter go off to work where something bad can happen 
to them by someone who has no idea what respect means. There is a lot of com-
plaints in our country these days, so please be a “Blues Brother.” All you have to 
do is respect all police officers and all people. Respect will bring us together. You 
give respect and you get respect. It’s that simple.”
	 To see what Jason’s products are, he says that wherever he is, he has his 
products with him. He also sets up at local flea markets and trade days. He can 
also be found on the corner of Highway 21 and CR 425. You may also reach him 
by phone at (936) 553-9022.

Jason Harrison – On 
a Mission For God
by Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

Jason Harrison (left) with Around the Town 
Publisher, David Stallings.

	 Natalie Jamison has been named executive director of Millard’s 
Crossing Historic Village, effective August 23, 2021. Jamison will over-
see the education, preservation, and organizational administration of                  
Millard’s Crossing.
 	 Jamison graduated from Southeastern Oklahoma State University in 
1993 with a major in History. Before accepting the position with Millard’s 
Crossing Historic Village, Jamison served as the Executive Director for 
CASA of Grayson County.
 	 When she is not working or volunteering, Jamison enjoys traveling 
and spending time with her family. Jamison is currently a board member 
of CASA of Deep East Texas. 
 	 Millard’s Crossing Historic Village is a private, non-profit 501c3, 
dedicated to connecting people to the past in a meaningful and memorable 
way. Established by the late Lera Millard Thomas, the village comprises 
a broad sampling of 19th century East Texas architecture from simple log 
cabins to Victorian homes. The mission of Millard’s Crossing Historic 
Village is to portray the spirit and ingenuity of pioneer settlement in East 
Texas and to connect present generations to those of the past.
 	 Millard’s Crossing is open Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. For more information, please email 
info@mchvnac.com.

Millard’s Crossing 
Historic Village 
Announces New 
Executive Director
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INDEPENDENCE
MANOR

Accessible and Affordable
Public Housing
for the Physically Disabled.

Fair housing opportunities
positively impacting
the quality of life
for our residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!

	 As I attend events here locally and get the opportunity to visit with “Around the 
Town” readers it is always nice to get some positive feedback. A few weeks ago I ran into 
the founding member of the prestigious 3F Club! A big Expo Howdy goes out to Fireman, 
Farrier & Friend - Robert Templin and wife Daphne. We had a great time at the concert 
at Festival Plaza!
	 Meanwhile, back at the Expo, on September 4th, don’t miss - Jeepin’ for Jesus -This 
is a completely free, family friendly event. There will be a show & shine for Jeeps & 
Motorcycles with 10 different categories and trophies for each. Also, a flex contest for the 
Jeeps to see who can stretch the highest. There will even be cars that will be run over by 
the Jeeps. A “Poker Run” for the motorcycles with cash prizes is planned. Bounce houses 
for the kids and a variety of food trucks will be on hand. Raffles & door prizes given out 
all day. Including a set of five 37 inch Mud Tires from the TreadWright tire company. The 
event is free!
	 Next, we will be gearing up for the 37th Annual Texas State Forest Festival 
September 16-19. Presented by Brookshire Brothers. The Angelina County Chamber of 
Commerce began the Texas State Forest Festival in 1938, which was held as an annual 
county fair event until 1953. With the existing Chamber sponsoring the Youth Fair as 
part of the event, the Texas State Forest Festival was held on the 30+ acres where Lufkin 
Middle School currently is located, and drew crowds reaching 8,000!
	 In 1984, the Chamber board reviewed and revised the Texas State Forest Festival as 
an annual event, and merged its activities with the Southern Hushpuppy Championships 
in May 1985. The Texas State Forest Festival moved to its September date in 1988. Due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 36th Annual Texas State Forest Festival was re-branded 
as the Fall Forest Festival on First Street held in November 2020. In 2021, the Texas State 
Forest Festival is back and better than ever, happening September 16-19, 2021.
	 The Texas State Forest Festival hosts several competitions, which includes: the 
East Texas Cheerleading Championships, the Southern Hushpuppy Championships, the 
East Texas Pom-Pon/Dance Team Competition, the Miss Forest Festival and Little Mr. 
Timberjack Pageant, the Pineywoods Class Car Show, and introducing in 2021 is the Big 
Axe BBQ Competition. 
	 Currently, the Texas State Forest Festival draws crowds approaching 14,000 and 
generates a net profit of $50,000 per year – a tremendous accomplishment for an event 35 
years old! Annually, the Texas State Forest Festival requires over 150 volunteers working 
about 2,500 hours to stage the event, and continues to be one of the premier annual events 
in East Texas!

As always,
See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 

We are a 
Proud Member of

FREE BBQ SANDWICHES
FROM 

AROUND THE TOWN’S  
NEW FOOD TRAILER!  
NOON UNTIL WE RUN OUT

ONE SANDWICH PER PERSON IN ATTENDANCE
DONATIONS TO IMPACT ACCEPTED, BUT NOT REQUIRED

TUESDAY, SEPT 14 - Clyde Partin Monument, 2120 N. 
Raguet St., Lufkin
THURSDAY, OCT. 14 - Kyle Brasher Insurance, 212 
South St., Nacogdoches
TUESDAY, NOV. 9 - Red House Winery, 108 E. Pilar St., 
Nacogdoches
MONDAY, NOV. 22 - Perry Propane, 6500 Franklin Dr., 
Nacogdoches

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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Megan Whitworth
Marketing & Communications 
Director

	 The Ferris wheel. Hushpuppies. Cheerleading and dance. Classic cars. Good 
ol’ country tunes. Fried foods. Lemonade. Games. And of course, a delicious 
ribeye sandwich from the Roundtable.
	 Those are just a few Deep East Texas traditions that drive thousands to visit 
Lufkin and Angelina County every September for the annual Texas State Forest 
Festival, presented by Brookshire Brothers. After taking a different twist last year 
with the Fall Forest Festival on First Street, the 37th annual Texas State Forest 
Festival is back and better than ever at its home at the George H. Henderson Jr. 
Exposition Center on Sept. 16-19. New additions, hometown traditions and fun 
experiences are the things the Forest Festival is made of. The four-day festival 
is filled with the best hushpuppy cooks, the best cheerleaders, the best talent 
and the best entertainment — all in one place. Let’s dive-in and explore what’s 
happening at this year’s festival.

Festival Fun
	 The Texas State Forest Festival kicks off at 5:00 p.m. Sept. 16 with the Lufkin 
Education Foundation’s Corporate Challenge. The adults-only competition is the 
ultimate throwback to everything folks loved about elementary school field days.
	 Get ready to play like a kid and party like a grown-up, as teams compete in a 
series of classic activities for points. Some of the nostalgic games planned that are 
sure to bring out their inner child include Tug of War, Egg Race and Sack Race. 
Contact Vercie McMullen, LEF executive director, at lufkineducationfoundation@
yahoo.com or 675-0192 to add a team of six to the competition. The deadline to 
participate is Sept. 3. The stands will be open for friends and family to cheer on 
their favorite team.
	 Gates open at 5 p.m. that night with KTRE hosting a canned food drive. 
Attendees who donate canned food will receive $1 off the general admission 
price of $6. The carnival will be back and better this year and will be open the 
first night of festivities. Come out to cheer your favorite corporate team, ride a 
few rides and enjoy festival sweets and treats.
	 The 2021 Pineywoods Car Show takes center stage Sept. 17 in the main 
arena. Jeeps, motorcycles and cars will be highlighted for attendees to come 
admire and check out. For those interested in showcasing their vehicle, there is 
no registration fee to enter but spaces are limited. Registration forms can be found 
at texasstateforestfestival.com. Also rolling in Friday evening are participants 
in the first Big AXE BBQ Competition, presented by Ferrara’s Heating & Air 
Conditioning. 
	 What’s more East Texan than delicious, mouth-watering barbecue? Nothing. 
The best cooks will be setting up shop as they get their meat prepped for the 
inaugural barbecue competition. Rules, regulations and registration forms can be 
found on the Forest Festival’s website.
	 Even if you don’t participate, make sure to come around Saturday for the 
amazing smells and tastes and to see who comes out on top of the Big AXE BBQ 
Competition.
	 The second annual Lumber-JACKED 5K & Fun Run, presented by Live Well 
Athletic Club, kick off the festivities bright and early at 8 a.m. Sept. 18. Runners 
will travel around the scenic Ellen Trout Memorial Lake. The registration fee is 
$20 for ages 13 and up, and $15 for children 12 and under. Registration forms and 
a race map can be found online at texasstateforestfestival.com.
	 As the competition heats up, the taste of hushpuppies is on everyone’s mind as 
the 50th annual Southern Hushpuppy Championships, presented by McWilliams 
& Son Heating & Air Conditioning, will pit some of the best cooks against one 
another to create flavorful and tasty hushpuppies.
	 Teams of four from across Texas compete for the title of Southern Hushpuppy 

Fun Festivities 
Planned for Annual 
Forest Festival Set 
for Sept. 16-19

Champion and the grand prize of $1,000. The competition is always tough, and 
it’s fun to watch the judges’ work hard to pick the winners. With more than 
$2,000 in prizes, get your team registered today. Registration forms can be found 
at texasstateforestfestival.com. The show begins at 2 p.m. in the main area. The 
stands will be open for friends and family to cheer on their favorite team.
	 The Big Axe BBQ Competition winners will be announced at 2 p.m. It’s 
going to be a delicious day of good cooking and fun competition at the Forest 
Festival. For all those who love shopping, the Vendor Market Day will be held 
throughout the day as attendees find the perfect gift for a loved one or their selves. 
Dozens of commercial vendors will be open to shop from with an array of items 
to select from. So, bring your wallets, East Texans, it’ll be a fabulous day for 
browsing and shopping.
	 On Sept. 19, the East Texas Cheerleading Championships & Pom Pon/Dance 
Championships, presented by Texas Size Selfie, will bring in performers from 
across Texas as they battle it out for the top place. The annual championships 
showcase the great talents of local middle and high school cheerleaders and 
dancers. The competition kicks-off at 1 p.m. in the main arena.
	 “They always bring their A-game to this competition, so be sure to come 
out and cheer them on,” Tara Hendrix, the Chamber’s director of events and 
engagement, said.

Attractions
	 New attractions are making their way to Lufkin this year for the festival. 
The Sea Lion Splash Show, a unique show that will have crowds cheering and 
laughing, makes its festival debut this year. The sea lions will entertain the crowds 
as they balance balls, shoot hoops, dance, perform handstands and showoff 
their smiles. The show, which will have multiple daily performances during the 
festival, features both California and South American sea lions.
	 Another new attraction coming to the festival is Danny Conner’s Reptile 
Adventures. With a show filled with crocodiles, snakes, lizards, spiders and 
scorpions, Reptile Adventures is making it fun to protect and understand cold-
blooded animals. The exhibit is open all day to the public to give festival-goers 
the opportunity to learn about the reptiles.
	 Plus, view art revved up by the Bear Hollow Wood Carvers. Watch them 
work chainsaw magic and create massive yet intricate wood art throughout the 
four-day festival. 
	 And don’t fret, the fan-favorite petting zoo will be open throughout the 
festival for the smaller attendees to enjoy.
	 Local musicians will bring the tunes to the Forest Festival every night on the 
Swingin’ Axe Stage and the Beer Garden will be back this year for East Texans to 
enjoy a tall glass of brew or their favorite wine as they enjoy their favorite tunes 
or two-stepping on the dance floor.

Hometown tradition
	 When Angelina County native Casey Adams was 10 years old, he recalled a
memory of his aunt being late to pick him up to attend the Forest Festival that year.
	 “I just remember that date because I was literally pacing back and forth in the 
yard,” he said.
	 Now he looks forward to taking his three kids and creating memories that last 
a lifetime. Plus, he said he is looking forward to eating a fried Oreo and any type 
of meat-on-the-stick.
	 “Each time I take my kids, it’s more fun each time,” Adams said.
	 Colleen Murray, who will be working the event for the first time, is looking 
forward to finding a fried Twinkie to dine on. She had her first one in September 
2011 at the Forest Festival and said it’s time for another. Plus, she is excited to 
work the festival and see the behind-the-scenes magic.
	 “Even though it’s going to be a lot of hard work, it’s going to be a lot of fun 
at the same time,” she said. She also said she wanted to remind festival-goers that 
there will be plenty of delicious festival food and drinks to enjoy.
	 Amanda Crocker, the Chamber’s director of membership, remembers the 
family tradition of going to the carnival with her papaw every year.
	 “My papaw used to take my sister and I to the carnival when we were little 
every single year. So it’s a family tradition,” she said. “So, I am carrying on that 
tradition with my two girls.”
	 Tara Watson-Watkins, president/CEO of the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber
of Commerce, has been attending the Forest Festival since she was a young girl. 
She said she was “always excited to go around the loop and see the Ferris wheel 
light up at night.”
	 This year, she is excited about the new attractions and the annual competitions. 
But really, she is excited to be able to see the 37the annual Texas State Forest 
Festival occur for friends and family to make new traditions and forever memories.
	 “It’s a longstanding tradition that people from East Texas like to come and 
enjoy with their family,” Watson-Watkins said. “It’s 37 years old, and it continues 
to be relevant in our community. It’s the history of what Lufkin/Angelina County 
was founded on — the forestry. It’s a great time for families to enjoy and be 
outside and eat great carnival food, and make lots of memories to last a lifetime.”
	 Check out texasstateforestfestival.com for more info, ticket prices                         
and schedules.

FOOTBALL TIME
IN TEXAS
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landings, which were climbing straight up to about 1200 feet and then free-
falling until close to the ground, when they pulled a pitch on the helicopter 
blades to slow the descent enough to have a safe landing. 

“It was like riding a roller coaster all day long, and got pretty boring after the 
first few rides,” Walter said, chuckling as he recalled another incident while 
in Germany.  He and a fellow enlisted man found a small, old motorcycle 
in the trash. They pulled it out and revived it, but it had no tires. Still, they 
spent time riding it up and down on the runway on the bare metal wheels, 
sparks flying. He’s still amazed that they survived their antics!

Walter learned of an option to re-enlist, 
which would extend his service time by 
one year, but would also offer him a re-
enlistment bonus and, most importantly, it 
meant he would be transferred stateside 
for additional training. It sounded like a 
great way to leave Germany, so he took the 
re-enlistment, transferring to Fort Eustice, 
Virginia for mechanic training on H-21 
helicopters, which, interestingly enough, 
were being phased out of the military. He 
completed the training and was sent to 
Fort Ord in California where he was to 
be based. He spent some time repairing 
helicopter blades in an area manned almost 
exclusively with civilians. 

Again, he found his job tedious. He couldn’t 
leave the base on evenings and weekends. 
When he was at the movies one weekend, 
he and a fellow enlisted man noticed a poster for Special Forces training. It 
sounded like a great opportunity to find something more exciting for a young 
man nearing 20 years of age. So, Walter and his friend both signed up, 
much to the irritation of his 1st Sergeant, who had been refusing to allow 
transfer requests for the daring duo. Orders came through within a few days 
for the Special Forces training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for both Walter 
and his friend. While en route to Fort Bragg, Walter took his leave time to 
drive home to Houston in his 1954 Mercury. It had no thermostat and froze 
up. In Flagstaff Arizona, with no heat, he drove wrapped up in blankets. The 
radiator also froze up because there was no antifreeze in it. A gas station 
owner let him park his car inside the garage until the radiator defrosted 
enough to add antifreeze. 

“It was a great lesson in supply and demand, as the gas station had the 
only supply, and I desperately needed it. So I paid $25 for one gallon of 

A Salute to our East Texas

VETERANS
Walter Burns was born in Conroe, 
Texas, in 1945. He has two children, 
four grandchildren, and ten great-
grandchildren. He was married to his 
first wife Nelda from 1964 until her 
death in Jan. 2010. He remarried in 
Sept, 2010 to Molly Burns and now 
resides with her in Nacogdoches, 
Texas.

Walter’s early years were spent in 
southwest Louisiana where his father 
worked in the oilfields. When he 
was about 12 years old he moved to 
Houston with his mother. At the age of 
13, his mother passed away and he 
was left standing on the street corner 
holding his 9 month old nephew, as the 
ambulance drove away with his mother 
followed by his sister and her husband 
in their car. From that point forward, he 
bounced around between his father’s 
home in Louisiana, his older sister’s 
home in Houston, and various friends 
homes.

Being a largely-unguided teen boy, 
Walter ended up in late 1963 with a heft-
ty collection of unpaid traffic tickets, and was cordially invited by the local 
judge to either volunteer to join the service or spend some time in jail for the 
unpaid tickets. 

“I chose enlistment, with the judge authorizing my under-aged enlistment 
at the age of 17,” Walter said, “I was a lost, aimless boy when I joined the 
army. The army did a good job of raising me into the man I am today.”

Walter’s army service began with basic and advanced infantry training 
in Fort Polk, Louisiana. From there he went to Fort Rucker, Alabama, for 
Rotary Wing Mechanic training. Once that was completed, he shipped out 
to Germany. Being a definite southern boy used to plenty of hot weather, 
he felt like Germany was worse than a prison sentence, with the cold and 
monotony. His job there was working on Bell OH-13 helicopters, which were 
little 2-seat observation helicopters. The airfield at Darmstadt was very 
small and quiet. Pilots and other personnel were just “doing time,” and for a 
young, energetic enlisted man, Walter found little relief from the boredom.  
His captain, who was a pilot, would have Walter join in on boredom-busting 
“training” flights in the Bell helicopters, where they would do auto rotation 
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Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all U. S. Military Veterans. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches,   
Shelby and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this 
monthly feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a veteran to be    
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

Walter Burns - Special Ops
As told to Terri Lacherby Walter Burns

Continued on top of next page

Walter Burns today

Walter Burns at Fort Rucker
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antifreeze, instead of the going price of about $4,” Walter laughed.

He reported for duty at the 7th Special Forces Group training at Fort Bragg. 
The training included medic training, guerrilla warfare, escape and evasion. 
His specialty was guerrilla warfare, which he found much more to his liking 
than repairing helicopter blades. He went home to Houston to marry his 
first wife in August of 1964, having met and courted her when he had taken 
leaves over the past. 

In March of 1965, which was the time of civil unrest in the south due to 
desegregation protests, Walter took a trip back to Houston to pick up his 
wife and return to North Carolina with her. They ended up going through 
Selma, Alabama during the civil unrest over Martin Luther King’s march and 
the segregation issues. They were stopped before entering Selma, where 
a police officer told them to lock their doors, drive straight through, and to 
not stop for anything. His new wife was terrified, and perhaps wondering 
what she had gotten into. Fortunately, they were able to get through without 
problems, and made it back to Fort Bragg.

Walter had barely settled in to married life when he received orders to ship 
out to Vietnam in July of 1965 as part of the initial troop build-up, attached 

to the 1st Cav Division, 
228th Helicopter 
Batallion. He left out 
of Mayport, Florida in 
August on the USS 
Boxer. The journey took 
about a month, having 
navigated through a 
large hurricane with 
the USS Boxer aircraft 
carrier loaded to 
maximum capacity with 
aircraft packed in like 
sardines in a can, and 	

						              everything else needed 
to establish a large presence in Vietnam. The aircraft carrier was riding so 
low in the water that it dragged the bottom of the Suez Canal. It required 
every piece of mechanical equipment available, including military tanks, 
as well as quite a few mules, to pull the heavy aircraft carrier through the 
canal.

When he arrived at Qui’non, Vietnam to establish a base about 40 
miles inland at Ankhe, (which would later become Camp Radcliff), they 
literally had to clear out trees 
for enough room to land a 
helicopter, as they were about 
the first Americans in the area. 
Chainsaws were few and far 
between, and most of the 
ground was cleared by hacking 
away with machetes.

There were the a lot of difficult 
and painful memories relating to 
Walter’s time in Vietnam, there
were also some times that cause him to chuckle a bit.

Since getting fresh food to the troops in Vietnam was challenging, most of 
the meals were from rations, where everything came out of a can. Walter 
was on a helicopter flight returning from Saigon with his major, when he 
spotted a water buffalo alone in a rice paddy. He pointed it out to the major, 
who asked if he could skin it. They ended up shooting the water buffalo, 
hooked it up under the helicopter, and flew it into camp. 

Walter said, “Once there, it was skinned and cut up, and the base ate well 
for quite a few days. Fresh steak dinners and lots of stew sure beat the 
canned rations!”

There was another time, early on, when the camp in Vietnam still had no 
power. The major heard there were generators at the port of Qui’non, but 
none of them were set aside for their company. So, the major loaded up 
Walter with paint and a stencil and flew to Qui’non. The major dropped 
Walter out by the generators, then flew over and landed by the guard and 
made small conversation with him. Walter covertly added the company 

The USS Boxer

Camp Radcliff

Hong Cong Mountain

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870
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Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

Suburban Self Storage
9562 US Hwy 259 • 3 Miles North of Medical Center

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

NICE SMALL PROFESSIONAL
OFFICE FOR LEASE (Two Locations)
2424 N. Pecan St. • 3211 Appleby Sand Rd.

Tom LoStracco, Broker
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

address onto a generator crate and slipped around behind the guard and 
headed back to the helicopter, with the guard none the wiser. Within a few 
days, their company had a nice big generator and plenty of power.

Being Special Forces TDY to the 1st CAV with dual specialties of guerrilla 
warfare and loadmaster on Chinook helicopters with the 228th helicopter 
battalion kept Walter quite busy. Under the command of Col. Bruce Crandall 
and in the first part of Nov. 1965, they were engaged in the battle of Ple Mi,
when the North Vietnamese tried to overrun the Special Forces camp.  
Walter did not realize that it would be just a warm up for what would 
become the largest battle of his military career. By the middle of Nov. 65
they were engaged in the battle of La Drang Valley for a week, flying 
support for the infantry supplying ammunition and supplies as well as 
moving troops and equipment, 105 howitzers, mortars, etc.

“Little did I know that during that battle that my wife had given birth to my 
daughter back in San Augustine, Texas, where she had returned to be close 
to her parents during my deployment. I was notified of her birth by the Red 
Cross in Jan of 1966, six weeks after she was born,” Walter said.

Throughout Walter’s deployment he was either working with the Montiguard 
Indians of the central highlands or on the Chinooks, supporting the ground 
troops in their skirmishes or battles, never giving him the opportunity to  
take R&R.

“There are many stories that go along with 
my time in Vietnam, we survived 2 helicopter 
(Chinook) crashes, one down in the heavy jungle 
which we had to burn; the other close call was an 
auto rotation landing at 4 in the morning with no 
lights, just happened to sit it down on the crest 
of an 80 ft deep gully, after rolling over about 3 
times and landing upside down,” Walter said. 
“The most serious injury was that the crew chief 
got a broken leg.”

They secured the damaged helicopter, unloaded 
and engines removed, and then airlifted it back 
to base. Because of limited space in the transport helicopter, Walter rode 
the entire way back to the camp hanging onto the lift cable, perched on top 
of the wrecked helicopter.

Walter was honorably discharged from the Army in 1967. He found 
adjusting to civilian life challenging, and bounced around to many different 
jobs, including mechanic jobs, operating his own service station, and as a 
salesman for nuts and bolts. He became a salesman for floor refinishing 
supplies and found that people who could apply the finishes to gymnasium 
floors were in short supply. He then started doing the gym floor refinishing 
business for himself, working for schools, primarily in Texas and Louisiana. 
This proved profitable, and became his primary career until he retired in 
2005 from heart issues related to Agent Orange poisoning,

Walter Burns now spends his time puttering around in the tool shed, 
planning fishing days, and trying to enjoy the quieter life on his property, 
tucked among the piney woods outside of Nacogdoches.

“I was extremely blessed by GOD that thru out my tour I only received minor 
injuries,” Walter said. “I was stabbed by a Vietnamese that did not want to 
exit the chopper with his recon team. The other time we were on high alert 
and I was sleeping in the chopper when the Viet Cong ran elephants thru 
the perimeter and hit the flight line with satchel charges. I caught some 
shrapnel from that.”

“In closing I would like to say that in addition to God bringing me thru these 
years in my life, I am very grateful to the Honorable Judge that gave me the 
opportunity to join the Army, and lastly to the U. S. Army that literally raised 
me and made me the man I turned out to be,” Walter said.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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         FIRST
RESPONDERS

Chief Jim Sevey - A Lifetime of Protecting 
and Serving His Community

by Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

To be a good police officer 
in today’s world takes a lot 
of commitment and a lot of 
prayer. Chief Jim Sevey has 
a lot of both.

Originally from West 
Texas, Chief Sevey says 
he considers Midland his 
home town. He graduated 
from Midland High School 
(go Dawgs), and earned 
his Associates Degree 
in Criminal Justice. He 
then went to Lubbock 
Christian University for an 
undergraduate degree in 
Management. From there he attended the University of Texas earning 
his Master’s in Criminal Justice Administration. Chief Sevey also 
attended and graduated from the FBI National Academy and the Senior 
Management Institute for Police.

Most of Chief Sevey’s experience was with the Midland Police 
Department. He spent twenty-five years, working in various divisions 
before coming to Nacogdoches in 2005, taking the position as police 
chief. He has worked with both operational and command levels. His 
positions held ranged from Patrol Officer, Detective, Training Unit, 
Special Operations, SWAT, EOD (explosive ordnance disposal), and as 
Professional Standards Division Commander.

Being a law enforcement officer in today’s world is not without challenges.

“My most challenging job had to be in Command of the Special 
Operations Unit. Components I commanded included SWAT, Traffic, field 
Training, K9, Gangs, and dignitary protection. I was on call constantly, 
and spent a lot of time away from home,” Chief Sevey said. “The 
most rewarding aspect of my job was the positive impact I was able to 
have on both community members and officers alike. Whether solving 
community issues or helping an officer work through a personal or 
professional problem, it was a great time.”

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.
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Since coming to Nacogdoches, Chief Sevey has been a great addition 
to the community. Although he has been in law enforcement most of his 
life, he believes his first and most important pursuit is having a genuine 
relationship with God.

“I want to try to drag as many people to heaven with me as possible. 
It would please me to no end if one day I was remembered as a good 
Christian man who also happened to be a police officer.

“Law enforcement is a tough career under the best of circumstances,” 
Chief Sevey said. “You see the worst that society has to offer. But, you 
also have a great capacity to have a positive impact on people who 
really need help. First, I think you need a strong faith in God because 
your sensibilities will be challenged. Secondly, your family needs to 
support your decision without reservation. My wife has certainly been 
there for me at times when I felt completely alone, and it has meant the 
world to me.”

Chief Sevey, and his wife, Sherry, have four children, Jeremy, Blaine, 
Ashley, and Matt. They also have three grandchildren, Addy, Luke and 
Henry.

“We also have a German 
shepherd, Hans Gruber and two 
cats, Mildred and John Walter,” 
Chief Sevey said.

When Chief Sevey is not serving 
the community as a police officer, 
he loves woodworking, a hobby 
he has had since he was “very 
young.” He loves to build things 
with his hands, and says he has 
things he made for his mother that 
are over forty years old. He and 
his wife, Sherry, have a business 
called Hill Country Woodworks of 
Texas. He enjoys making custom 
Shaker influenced furniture.

Continued on top of next page
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Kissin’ Kuzzins
by Hershel Dixon

	 The Angelina County Genealogical Society has put together Ten Days 
of Angelina County Heritage running from Sunday, September 12, 2021 to 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021—an expansion of Happy Birthday Lufkin!  
The schedule runs as follows:
September 12th  2 p.m. “Growing Up at Manning” Bob Flournoy Mansion 
at Sawmill Lake; Manning, Texas
September 13th 10 a.m. “The Men Who Founded Angelina County 
Lumber Company”  Karen Kurth Hall; Lufkin City Council Chambers
September 14th  10 a.m. “Homer:  Our Third County Seat”  Darrell Bryan 
Homer United Pentecostal Church; Homer, Texas
September 15th 2 p.m. “Legacy: My Autobiography” Joe Deason 
Commissioners’ Court Meetng Room, Tax Assessor’s Office; Lufkin, 
Texas
September 16th 2 p.m. “Sports Heritage in the Lufkin Area in the Fifties 
and Sixties” Fellowship Hall Keltys United Methodist Church; Lufkin, 
Texas
September 17th 2 p.m. “Marion: Angelina County’s First County Seat”  
Darrell Bryan Commissioners’ Court Meeting Room, Tax Assessor’s 
Office; Lufkin Texas
September 18th 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tours of the Museum at Huntignton’s 
Centennial Park led by Pam Hooton and members of the Huntington 
Genealogical and Historical Society; Huntington, Texas
September 19th 2 p.m. Guided Tour Downtown Lufkin Led by Dickie 
Dixon et al, Louis Bronaugh Park
September 20th 10 a.m. Tour of the History Center by staff of the History 
Center ; Diboll, Texas
September 20th 4 p.m. “A Centennial History of Brookshire Brothers” 
Dickie Dixon; Location to be determined
September 21st Presentation, speaker, and location to be determined

To submit an item to this column email it to dixonhershel51@gmail.com 
by phone to (936) 671-1419 or by mail to Kissin’ Kuzzins P. O. Box 151001 
Lufkin Texas 75915-1001. For a book review mail a complimentary copy 
to the address just listed.

203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”
Roll on in 
for lunch

After over forty years in law 
enforcement, Chief Sevey says he 
does think about retirement some.

“We have land near Hunt, Texas, 
and one day we hope to build 
a home and shop on it where I 
will be able to spend more time 
creating furniture. Hans, Mildred, 
and John Walter (the family pets) 
also look forward to retiring one 
day,” said Sevey. But until that day 
comes, Chief Sevey will be doing 
the job he’s done well, working on 
keeping the community and city of 
Nacogdoches a safe and secure 
place to live.
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OUTSTANDING
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

The Heart of a Volunteer – Getting to Know Betty Shinn
Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

Saint Francis of Assisi said, 
“A single sunbeam is enough 
to drive away many shadows.” 
Betty Shinn has definitely been
that sunbeam in and around 
Nacogdoches County, touching 
the lives of so many during 
her many years of serving and 
living in Nacogdoches.

Betty Shinn is no stranger to 
the Nacogdoches community. 
Born in Smith County, Texas, 
Betty, the daughter of Willie Lee
and Ruby Gilley, married her high
school sweetheart, Ernest Shinn.
They had two children, Lee Paul, and Jane Ann, and they have two 
granddaughters, Kelley Jane and Ashley Ann. They moved to Nacogdoches 
in the fall of 1974. Betty began working at Nacog-
doches Memorial Hospital and in 1975 she became a charter member of 
the staff at Nacogdoches Medical Center Hospital. Her husband, Ernest, 
retired from the Texas Department of Human Resources.

While working at Medical Center, Betty managed the Image Center as 
the Director of Medical Imaging. She was also the Marketing Director for 
Community Development. During her working career, she served as the 
Annual Meeting Planner for The Texas Society of Radiologic Technologists 
for about fifteen years, and was also the editor of their professional 
journal, TEX-RAYS. She has also chaired other annual events for various 
organizations.

Her years of service as a volunteer included serving as the chair for thirty 
years in the Nacogdoches Heritage Festival. Betty also has served as 
president of Nacogdoches Heritage Heralds, and the co-chairman of the 
Nacogdoches Historical Foundation, which overseas the Zion Hill Church 
revocation project along with the City of Nacogdoches and the Bright 
Foundation. Zion Hill Church is the oldest standing African-American 
church in the state of Texas. Her list of volunteering includes being on the 
advisory board of the Nacogdoches Boys and Girls Club, and secretary for 
the Corporate Board for the six Boys and Girls Clubs of East Texas. She 
was inducted into the Commission for Women and Children with the City of 
Nacogdoches and the Heritage Hall of Fame. This fall, Betty will be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame for the Boys and Girls Clubs of East Texas.

Since her move to Nacogdoches, Betty has been quite active with the 
Nacogdoches Chamber of Commerce, having been president, board 
member, and chairman of the Annual Banquet for the 15th year. Betty has 
been awarded Citizen of the Year award as well as recently awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.
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“I was so shocked and was beginning to wonder what had happened to 
the MC’s...they had completely gotten off track from the agenda. I was so 
honored and shocked, but so proud of the award!” Betty shared.

Her list of achievements and positions continue to include being involved 
with the Pilot International Service Club, both as president and treasurer. 
She also served the Texas District as a Lieutenant Governor and was 
presented with the Green Jacket Award for her outstanding service. She 
was instrumental in developing the Project Lifesaver Program for their 
club for patients diagnosed with dementia. She has also been a CASA 
volunteer, Love Inc., Cancer Society, Toastmasters, Downtown Merchants 
(Nacogdoches), the United Way, and the Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
which maintains and manages the Old University Building and Museum 
on the TJR Campus in Washington Square. Betty is also a member of the 
board of the Friends of Historic Nacogdoches, Inc. which is instrumental in 
the placement and building of the historic statues around town.

During her working career, Betty helped Dr. Ernest Seitz from Lufkin, to 
establish the radiology program at Angelina College. She also served as 
the state president and editor of their State Journal. During her service at 
Medical Center, she was privileged to work with Dr. Loma Laird and Dr. Bill 
Jones, and many others.

“I have enjoyed being a volunteer in this community in many other areas 
that I have not listed, but the rewards have been great. It gives me 
personal satisfaction that I have helped many along the way, professionally, 
personally, and with my faith. I enjoy seeing the smiles on the faces, 
and knowing that I may have been a small part in their lives is rewarding 
enough,” Betty said.

If a person did a little digging, they would soon discover that there are very 
few organizations that Betty Shinn has not been involved in, dedicating 
her time and energy as a volunteer, and serving where needed. She has 
continued to bring sunshine into the lives of the Nacogdoches Community for 
over forty-seven years, and is a familiar face about town. If there is a need, 
Betty is probably not far behind, organizing, planning, and serving others.

Betty said, “I would offer this advice to young ladies and young mothers. 
Offer whatever time and advice to the younger generation, and always 
make time for what is necessary. There is always time in the day to help 
others.”

Betty, and husband, Ernest are enjoying their retirement. They have been 
active members at First Christian Church for about eighteen years, where 
Ernest is an elder, and teaches a Bible study for men, and a mixed Sunday 
school Life Class, and Betty is a deaconess. 

Betty Shinn (left) with long-time friend, Joyce 
Swearingen.
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and Best 

Security Systems 
Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches

Since 1979

• Commercial & Residential 
 Security Systems
• Commercial, Residential  
 & Auto Lock and Key  
 Services

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

Drew Stallings
Agency Owner
Drew Stallings Agency
1400 W Mayfield, STE 320
Arlington, TX 76015
Office 817-468-2805
Cell 936-558-3353
Fax 817-468-3955
dstallings@farmersagent.com
TX Producer LIC 2252441

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

Kara & Vickie Porter
936.205.3212

3205 University Dr. Ste. F
(Next to Kroger)

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
porter.vickie@att.net

Store Hours:
M-S 10 am-5 pm / Closed Sundays

Furniture, Antiques, Oriental Dècor, Rustic, Glassware, 
Quilts, Vintage Christmas, Militaria, Tools, Books, 

New & Used Handmade Items, Watches, Knives, 
Paintings, Prints & LP Records

Where Have 
Shoeshine 
Stands Gone?
by Neal Murphy

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San 
Augustine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown 
children. Moving back after retiring, now with five 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, he began, 
as a hobby, writing short stories of humorous things 
that he observed over the years. He was an ambulance 
driver in college, worked for two funeral homes, then 
spent over forty years in the insurance business. He also 
writes stories of his forty-four years as a state certified 
police officer working for seven different departments. 
After living in five different states, he is now retired 
back in San Augustine and has his stories printed in 
seven different newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. 
Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist 
Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director 
at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine 
and works three days a week. He was the director of the restoration og the old county 
records   dating back to the 1800s. 

	 When I was a kid growing up in the small town of San Augustine, Texas in the 
1940s and 1950s, I recall our town having at least two shoeshine stands. They were 
located inside two barbershops in the downtown area.  Mr. Stephenson owned a shoe 
repair shop where he worked with all kinds of leather goods including saddles and 
harnesses. He would also put a shine on shoes that he had repaired with new leather 
soles. Mr. Crawford had a shoe repair shop on the east side of the courthouse.
	 A classmate of mine, Raymon Earl Hilton, had a shoeshine stand in the barbershop 
on the north side of the square. He put a shine on my leather shoes several times 
while I was waiting  to get my hair cut. I look around town today and there are no 
more shoeshine stands to be seen anywhere. What has happened to them?
	 I think we can blame the “tennis shoe” for their demise. Around 1955 the new 
style shoe was introduced. This shoe was not made of leather, but of cloth, with 
rubber soles. They did not need to be shined. So, fewer and fewer shoes are now 
made of leather, therefore there is no need for a shoeshine boy.
	 Prior to 1950 in England, some shoes were manufactured with rubber soles and 
heels. They were primarily worn by guards in prisons. The guards could walk silently 
throughout the prisons. The inmates thus called them “sneakers” because the guards 
could sneak up on them silently. So, the word “sneaker” has stuck over time to the 
tennis shoe type of footwear.
	 Back to the shoeshine stands. After some research on the matter, it would appear 
that in our modern time most shoeshine stands are located in airport terminals. There 
are about 50 of them left. Most of their clientele are male travelers who wear boots 
or dress shoes. A few women who wear boots make use of the shoeshine boys.
	 Out of necessity, most shoeshine boys have learned to clean up and brighten the 
white soles on sneakers, thus they have developed  new clientele in this area. Back 
in the early days of air travel, fliers dressed up to fly. Men wore business suits with 
shined shoes, and women dressed up as though going to a wedding or shower. If 
one notices air travelers of today, they are dressed down to shorts, tee shirts and flip 
flops. Women wear shorts and sandals, sometimes wearing clothes resembling their 
pajamas.
	 At the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, there are two “Like 
New Shoe Stands” that have been owned and run by Wayne Kendrick’s family for 
about forty years. Kendrick, who began helping his dad at the airport thirty-three 
years ago, now operates the stands with his brother. He charges $7 for a shoe shine, 
up from the $5 his dad charged years ago.
	 Time-crushed business travelers are helping to keep most airport shoeshine stands 
in business now days. In many airports it’s a long-held tradition of fast, friendly, 
inexpensive and complimentary services that keeps customers coming back. At the 
Chicago O’Hare International Airport, the “Shoe Hospital” stand not only shines 
shoes ($6) and boots ($8), it also offers repair services for shoes, luggage, purses, 
bags, jackets, and other leather items, such as shoe laces, supports, shoe cushions, 
mostly to pilots and flight attendants.
	 Apparently shining shoes is a dying art. Other than those seen at airports and 
bus terminals, I never see a shoeshine stand any more. Most of my shoes are made 
of something other than leather, thus a shine is from a damp cloth. So, if I can live 
without a shoeshine boy’s service, so can millions of other men. Ain’t that a shame.

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Dan Matlock Tile & Repair

936-560-3268
Master tile setter 40+ years exp.
http://www.danmatlocktile.com

Serving Nacogdoches and surrounding counties

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

	 This month we are back in San Augustine County in the city of San 
Augustine. A couple blocks south and east of downtown we find the St. 
Augustine Catholic Church. Its marker reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

ST. AUGUSTINE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

	 IN 1716 FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES HELD 
THE FIRST CATHOLIC SERVICES IN THIS 
VICINITY. FOR MANY YEARS CATHOLICS IN 
SAN AUGUSTINE WERE WITHOUT LEADERSHIP 
UNTIL 1847 WHEN THE DIOCESE OF GALVESTON 
RECOGNIZED IT AS A MISSION AND SENT THE 
REV. L. C. M. CHAMBODUT AS PASTOR. IN 1880 
M. C. TYNAN DEEDED THE LOT AT THIS SITE FOR 
A CHURCH WHICH WAS COMPLETED THE NEXT 
YEAR. A NEW STRUCTURE REPLACED THAT 
BUILDING IN 1937 AND WAS LATER CALLED ST. 
JAMES. IN 1975 THE DIOCESE OF BEAUMONT 
RENAMED THE CHURCH ST. AUGUSTINE.

(1982)

Around the Town
is a proud member of the
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SOCIAL MEDIA

ACROSS

1. The American Tribal Love-Rock Musical
5. Hallucinogenic drug
8. Some special effects, acr.
11. Chip in Vegas
12. Cordelia’s father in Shakespeare play
13. One in squirrel’s stash
15. Dissenting clique
16. Tangerine/grapefruit hybrid
17. Type of lemur
18. *Popular messenger
20. Mosque prayer leader
21. Down Under marsupial
22. Thanksgiving serving
23. *100 days of snapping, e.g.
26. Military’s inactive force
30. Repeated Cuban dance step
31. The Kinks’ lead singer, a.k.a. godfather of Britpop
34. Late December season
35. Rough, as in voice
37. Chop off
38. Stephen King’s “The ____”
39. “Do ____ others...”
40. Strep throat organ
42. File a suit
43. Sewing pearls on a wedding gown, e.g.
45. One with authority
47. Army bed
48. Space path
50. Law school test acronym
52. *Unique social media identifier
55. Latin dance
56. “Place” in French
57. Sacred Hindu writings
59. Post-mortem bios
60. Actress Campbell
61. African chieftain
62. Recipe amt.
63. Nirvana’s “Come as You ____”
64. Badger’s den

DOWN

1. Current tense of “had”
2. All over again
3. Eczema symptom
4. Second shot
5. Corporate department
6. Salpae, sing.
7. Type of coffee maker
8. Elizabeth McGovern’s “Downton Abbey” role
9. Inspiring horror
10. As opposed to outs
12. Capital of Zambia
13. Bruce Wayne’s ____ was Batman
14. *Message under a post
19. Bootlicker
22. Da, to a Russian
23. *Done to social media past before applying for job?
24. Feudal lord
25. Haile Selassie’s disciple
26. Gym exercises
27. Comedy Central’s “critique”
28. Dolby Theatre to Oscars
29. Often considered wise
32. *Video blog
33. Charge carrier
36. *Audio series
38. Killed, like dragon
40. Big bang maker
41. Permeate
44. I to Greeks, pl.
46. Sheet music line, pl.

48. Basketry stick
49. Clark Kent actor Christopher
50. Black, yellow and chocolate dogs
51. Parking spot for a boat
52. Bone in human forearm
53. *Bernie wearing mittens, e.g.
54. *Do this before posting?
55. Chronic drinker
58. It’s open to interpretation

Answers to above puzzles 
found on Page 37.
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	 (StatePoint) September, which is World Alzheimer’s Month, is an excel-
lent reminder to keep your mind and body healthy through the years. Experts 
say that doing so can reduce your risk for cognitive decline. Try taking on 
these new hobbies to keep your mind sharp as you age:

• Cooking: Not only can the development of a new complicated skill such as 
cooking improve cognitive functions like problem-solving and concentra-
tion, but having the ability to create your own nutritious meals at home has 
the added benefit of being good for brain health. From TikTok tutorials to 
online classes taught by master chefs, today, there are more avenues for pick-
ing up culinary know-how than ever before.

• Music: Learning to play a musical instrument has countless benefits for 
brain health, helping improve memory, hand-eye coordination and more. It’s 
also a mood booster, which is important, as depression is considered a risk 
factor for dementia. Check out instruments designed to build skills quickly. 
Whether you’re a total novice or taking up the piano after a long hiatus,      
Casiotone Keyboards, for example, are portable, easy to use and connect to 
an app that features lessons and more.

• Exercise: The mind-body connection is strong. For ultimate brain health, 
stay physically active; and if you can do so outdoors, all the better. Research 
suggests that connecting with nature is good for one’s mental well-being, 
reducing stress, anxiety and depression. Support your journey with tools that 
track your activity and inspire you to delve further into adventures, whether 
that be hiking, fishing or rock climbing. The watches in the Pro Trek line 
feature Quad Sensor technology to provide you with temperature and baro-
metric pressure so you can keep your eye on the weather conditions while out 
and about, as well as sunrise and sunset times, an app for anglers and much 
more.

• Camaraderie: Having an active social life can improve brain function. Un-
fortunately, if you aren’t proactive about it, there are not always that many 
opportunities to make new friends in adulthood. Whether it’s a sewing circle 
or a bowling league, consider joining a club or team for camaraderie and fun.

• Fast fingers: Did you know that you can use your calculator to keep your 
mind engaged when there’s downtime or you’re on-the-go? Calculator games 
can build math skills, improve memory and keep your mind nimble.

Just as it is important to maintain physical fitness as you age, it’s also critical 
to exercise your mind. Stay mentally active by trying new hobbies, building 
new skills and seeking out new experiences.

Great Ways to 
Keep Your Mind 
Sharp as You Age

“Getting to Know You”
 	 from “Once Upon a Song” by Christi Curry

Copyright © Terry M. Curry 2021
ISBN: 978-1-7373328-1-7

	 One member of our seventh-grade girls’ chorus, Linda                      
Rodgers, claimed the famous composer, Richard Rodgers of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein, as her uncle, which duly impressed us. It seems 
like we sang more than one of his songs. I distinctly remember sing-
ing and being the accompanist for “Getting to Know You” from the 
musical The King and I.
	 Linda was rather small, pale, and thin, and seemed very shy and 
quiet. She’s the only one who ever fainted in our class. We always 
stood on risers for the entire hour and Mr. Gray warned us not to lock 
our knees, but to keep them bent slightly. I guess she forgot.

“Getting to know you, getting to know all about you
Getting to like you, getting to hope you like me.

Getting to know you, getting to feel free and easy
When I am with you, getting to know what to say.

Haven’t you noticed, suddenly I’m bright and breezy
Because of all the beautiful and new

Things I’m learning about you
Day by day.”

Answers to puzzles from 
Page 35.

Photo by Ivanko Brnjakovic© / iStock via Getty Images Plus

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event or fundraiser,

please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact phone number.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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**2–Used Lennox 
Updraft Furnaces:
One w/2 Ton A/C - $950.00
One w/3 Ton A/C - $1,350.00

** 10–New Break Axles 50” 
Box w/Brakes and Springs: 
$100.00/ea

with
approved
credit

VOTED BEST OF LUFKIN WHEN BUYING A M/H OR R.V.VOTED BEST OF LUFKIN WHEN BUYING A M/H OR R.V.
15 YEARS IN A ROW! COME FIND OUT WHY!15 YEARS IN A ROW! COME FIND OUT WHY!

MHDRET00002960MHDRET00002960
NMLS 307766NMLS 307766

Lynda Fryman Waldron
NMLS 398742

Located on Lufkin’s NE Loop 287  
3907 N. Medford Drive • Lufkin, TX • 936-632-8414 • 1-800-324-0569

Ask for Damon, Freddie or AndrewAsk for Damon, Freddie or Andrew
Financing Available WAC

SSale
Angelina Manufactured Housing & RV Travel Center’s

2021 INVENTORY REDUCTION
FINANCING AVAILABLE

In our 30-plus year history, our 
prices have never been lower!
This inventory is priced to move!

OR BEST
OFFER

ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF USED RVs IN THE STATE OF TEXAS!ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF USED RVs IN THE STATE OF TEXAS!

ALL USED RV’S
ARE ON SALE!

NEW
NEVER SOLD OR USED!
2007 Excel, 30RKE 2195 FW . . . . . . . . .$15,000
2007 Excel, 30RSO 2196 FW . . . . . . . . .$15,000
2009 VCross, 255VRKS 2737 FW . . . . .$16,000
2011 Everlite, 31BHS 3092 FW . . . . . . .$16,900
2012 Everlite, 31RLS 3265 TT. . . . . . . .$17,000
2012 Everlite, EL29FK 3318 TT. . . . . . .$17,000
2012 Everlite, EL32MKS 3383 TT . . . . .$22,500
2013 Wildcat 313RE 3427 FW . . . . . . . .$25,000
2013 Koala, 30SS 3428 FW . . . . . . . . . .$15,000
2015 Wildcat, WCF282RKX 3698 FW . .$27,000
2015 Ascend, A231RLS 3719 TT. . . . . .$17,000
2015 Ascend, A231RKB 3720 TT . . . . .$17,000
2018 Wildcat, WCF26CK 3990 FW . . . .$26,000
2019 Wildcat, WCF29RXL 4135 FW . . .$37,500
2022 Shasta SST26BH 4324 TT  . . . . . . . $26,900

USED
2009 Heartland/North Trail, 3030 FW . .$14,000
2005 Sierra, 285RL 3251 FW . . . . . . . . .$16,500
2007 Wildcat, 28RK 3296 FW . . . . . . . .$19,900
1999 Prowler, 3420 FW . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  6,500
1997 Travel Supreme, 3512 FW  . . . . . .$  9,950
2004 Cardinal, 31LE 3528 FW. . . . . . . .$15,000
2011 Wildcat, 34FLR 3532 FW  . . . . . . .$19,900
2009 Coachmen, 340QBS 3536 FW . . .$10,900
2006 Grand Surveyor, 3537 FW . . . . . .$  3,000
2005 Tahoe 33 Toy Hauler, 3573 FW  . .$  6,000
2005 Laredo, 3592 FW. . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,000
2011 Open Range, 316RLS 3597 FW . .$19,000
2011 Crossroad, 3646 FW . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
2009 Keystone, 3664 FW. . . . . . . . . . . .$14,500
2005 Wildcat, 3668 FW  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
2012 Wildcat, 30RL 3716 FW  . . . . . . . .$24,000
2008 Sierra, 295RLT 3743 FW. . . . . . . .$15,000
2008 Heartland/Big Country, 3776 FW .$13,000
2012 iGO-Lite, 3779 TT . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,000
2013 Starcraft, 3806 TT . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  6,000
2006 KZ, 3827 FW  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  4,000
2011 Cooper Canyon, 3906 FW  . . . . . .$16,000
2013 Wildcat, 3949 FW  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,000
1995 Travel Supreme, 3966 FW  . . . . . .$  4,000
2012 Keystone Cougar, 4145 FW . . . . .$12,000
2009 Wildcat, 31TS 4154 FW . . . . . . . . .$10,500
2013 Wildcat, 313RE 4156 FW  . . . . . . .$14,900
2006 Zinger, 4163 TT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  4,000
2011 Everlite 3389 TT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,900
2011 Everlite, EL31RKS 3638 FW . . . . .$25,000

Discounted & used fixer/upper 
RV’s – AS IS – NO Warranty
USED A/C UNITS IN USED A/C UNITS IN STOCK!STOCK!

We are now an official 
Winnebago 

Dealer!

White 1¼ x 1½ Batten 8’ - $1.00 Ea
16’ x 100 Linoleum Rolls - $7.95/yd
Danby 1.1CU Microwave - $60.00 Ea
32” Insignia TV’s - $100.00 Ea
2 x 4 Panel LED Lights - $60.00 Ea
2 x 4 Panel LED Lights (Emergency) - 
$75.00 Ea
Hampton Bay Vanity Light - $27.00 Ea
Porch Light w/Photo Cell - $21.00 Ea
3/8” Compression Hose - $8.00 Ea
Interior Primer (5 Gal Can) - $25.00 Ea
Closet Flange - $4.50 Ea
Hardwood Gray Duct Seal (1 Gal Can)
Fiber Reinforced - $24.00 Ea
Floor Tile - Armstrong 12” x 12” & 
16” x 16” - $24.00 per BOX
Carbon Monoxide C025OB - $21.00 Ea
Mobile Home Tire w/Wheel - $65.00 Ea

2022 Shasta SST26BH2022 Shasta SST26BH

$26,900$26,900

WE BUY USED MOBILE HOMESWE BUY USED MOBILE HOMES
1995 MODELS AND NEWER


